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Office  of  the  Inspector  of  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c.,  Ontario. 


Toronto,  December  24th,  1872. 

Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  my  Fifth  Annual  Deport  of  the  Prisons,  Asylums,  Hospitals,  and 
other  Charitable  and  Penal  Institutions,  placed  by  law  under  my  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion, being  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 

I have  the  honour,  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Langmuir, 

The  Honourable,  Inspector. 

T.  B.  Pardee,  M.P.P., 

Secretary  for  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

&c.  &c. 
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FIFTH 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


FOE  ONTARIO. 


Office  of  the  Inspector  of  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c.,  Ontario, 
Toronto,  November,  1872. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  William  Pearce  Howland,  C.B., 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  ^c., 

Mat  it  please  your  Excellency: 

I have  the  honour  herewith  to  present  to  your  Excellency  my  Fifth  Annual  Eeport 
the  operations  of  the  several  Prisons,  Asylums,  Hospitals,  the  Institutions  for  the  Education  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  and  the  other  Charitable  and  Penal  Establishments  of  the 
Province,  placed  by  Statute  under  my  supervision  and  inspection,  embodying  a statement  of 
their  respective  proceedings  for  the  official  year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 

The  very  crude  and  ill-defined  method  of  granting  Government  aid  to  Hospitals  and 
Charitable  Institutions  that  existed  in  the  past  in  Canada,  and  now  obtains  in  this  Pro- 
vince, has  provoked,  both  in  the  country  and  the  Legislature,  many  expressions  of  dissatis- 
faction. With  a view  to  remedying  the  defects  of  the  system — or  rather  want  of  system — 
and  placing  the  Public  Institutions  interested  in  the  Legislative  Grant  upon  a better  and 
surer  footing,  both  with  the  public  and  the  Legislature,  I was  instructed  by  your  Excellency’s 
Government  to  make  full  inquiry  into  the  subject,  in  all  its  bearings.  The  result  of  that 
inquiry  is  incorporated  in  this  report,  under  the  heading  of  “ Hospitals  and  Charities,”  and 
contains  certain  recommendations  and  suggestions,  which,  if  adopted,  I am  of  opinion  will 
overcome  many  of  the  existing  defects  and  anomalies. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  entitled  “ An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
establishment  and  government  of  a Central  Prison  for  the  Province  of  Ontario,”  I submit  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  in  connection  with  the  establishment  and  organiza- 
tion of  that  important  Public  Institution,  now  being  erected  in  Toronto.  That  portion  of  th  ' 


r 
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report  relating  to  the  industrial  employment  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  various  recommendations 
therewith  connected,  have  already  received  the  approval  of  your  Excellency,  and  a contract 
has  been  entered  into  for  a lease  of  the  prisoners’  labour  for  a period  of  seven  and  a-half  years. 
A full  history  of  the  negotiations  which  led  to  this  step,  and  rendered  its  consummation  desir- 
able at  so  early  a day,  is  given,  and  I believe  that  both  in  respect  of  the  character  of  the  in- 
dustrial pursuits  proposed  to  be  carried  on,  and  of  the  remuneration  to  be  received  for  the  labour 
of  the  prisoners,  the  scheme  will  prove  eminently  successful  in  furthering  the  objects  and 
producing  the  results  aimed  at  in  the  establishment  of  the  Prison, 

Inspired  by  the  laudable,  and  in  many  respects  successful,  efforts  of  Governments  and 
philanthropists  in  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  reclaim  inebriates,  public  opinion 
in  this  Province,  expressed  through  petitions  of  municipal  authorities,  and  through  the 
public  press,  within  the  past  few  years,  has  clearly  indicated  the  necessity  of  similar  action 
amongst  ourselves.  Doubtless  in  compliance  with  these  unmistakable  evidences  of  public 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  matter,  verified  in  the  strongest  manner  by  the  observations  and 
experience  of  all  public  men,  the  Government  directed  me  to  visit  a few  of  the  Institu- 
tions in  the  United  States,  known  as  Inebriate  Asylums.  I was  also  directed  to  examine 
into  the  organization  of  these  establishments  and  the  method  of  treatment  pursued,  and  to 
obtain  general  information  upon  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  both  in  relation  to  the 
patients  treated  and  to  society  at  large.  The  results  of  my  observation  and  inquiry  in  relation 
to  this  important  subject  are  herewith  transmitted  for  your  Excellency’s  information  ; and  it 
is  most  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  the  Government  in  this  direction  will  be 
crowned  with  success. 

Although  so  much  has  already  been  done  in  this  Province,  since  Confederation,  to 
provide  adequate  accommodation  for  our  insane,  still  the  number  of  patients  now  under 
treatment  in  the  various  Institutions,  and  the  constant  additions  being  made  to  the  applica. 
tion  lists,  warn  us  that  we  cannot  stand  still  in  this  humane  work.  Already,  nearly  every 
bed  in  the  female  wards  of  our  Asylums  is  filled;  with  many  urgent  cases  seeking  admission 
in  vain. 

I have  no  desire  to  advocate  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Asylums  for  the  Insane,  or  the 
creation  of  new  and  independent  organizations  for  their  care,  ’ I do  not  think  that  they  are 
required  at  present.  But  it  is  very  clear  that  the  people  of  this  Province  will  not  suffer  her 
insane  to  be  neglected,  so  long  as  they  are  blessed  with  their  present  prosperity  and  abun- 
dance, through  which  they  are  so  well  enabled  to  provide  adequate  accommodation  for  this 
unfortunate  class.  While  fully  believing  this,  I am  well  aware  that  the  large  and  increasing 
annual  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  Asylums,  now  amounting  to  nearly  $200,000  per 
annum,  demands  that  the  greatest  caution  and  prudence  should  be  exercised  in  creating  new 
sources  of  expenditure,  either  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings  or  in  daily  maintenance.  Keep 
ing  this  steadily  in  view,  I submit,  in  my  report  upon  Asylums,  a scheme  to  provide 
increased  accommodation,  which,  while  much  less  costly  than  the  erection  of  a new  and  inde- 
pendent establishment,  will,  in  my  opinion,  satisfy  our  present  requirements  in  an  equally,  if 
not  more  satisfactory  manner. 

I now  submit  my  first  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Blind 
at  Brantford,  which  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils  on  the  1st  of  May  last. 

In  connection  with  my  remarks  upon  the  Idiot  Asylum,  which  forms  a branch  of  the 


London  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  I have  again  brought  to  your  Excellency’s  notice  the  great 
and  increasing  necessity  that  exists  for  the  establishment  of  a training  School' for  idiots  and 
imbecile  children. 

The  cost  to  the  Province,  for  the  official  year  ending  30th  September,  of  maintaining 
the  various  Institutions  now  reported  upon,  was  as  follows : — 


Asylums  for  the  Insane $187,719  42 

Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 24,895  55 

' Institution  for  the  Blind 7,522  52 

Provincial  Keformatory  22,494  14 

Aid  to  eight  General  Hospitals 27,400  00 

Aid  to  19  Benevolent  Institutions 14,700  00 

^Common  Gaols 107,231  79 


$391,963  42 

The  reports  of  Medical  Superintendents  of  Asylums  for  the  Insane,  of  Principals  and 
Physicians  of  the  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  and  of  the  Warden, 
Chaplains,  and  Surgeon  of  the  Provincial  Beformatory,  Penetanguishene,  form  the  appendix: 
to  this  report,  each  giving  an  account  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  establishments. 


* About  half  this  amount  is  paid  by  Counties. 


ASYLUMS  FOR.  THE  INSANE 


The  operations  of  the  several  Asylums  for  the  Insane  for  the  year  are  exhibited  in  the 
*hree  annexed  tables,  which  respectively  furnish  the  following  information  ; — 

1st.  The  number  of  insane  persons  remaining  under  treatment,  and  tbeir  respective 
Asylum  residence  at  the  end  of  the  last  official  year  (30th  September,  1871.) 

2nd.  The  admissions,  and  the  total 'number  under  treatment  during  the  present  official 
year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 

3rd.  The  deaths,  discharges  and  elopements  during  the  same  period. 

4th.  The  number  remaining  under  treatment,  and  their  respective  Asylum  distributicB 
on  the  30th  September,  1872. 


Name  of  Asylum. 

Number  of  Patients 
remaining  in 

Asylums  on  the 
30th  Sept.,  1871. 

Number  of  Patients 
admitted  during 
the  present  Year. 

Total  number  of  Pa- 
tients under  Treat- 
ment during  the 
present  year. 

Men. 

1 

Women. 

I Total. 

1 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

! • 

Men. 

Women. 

3 

"o 

H 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto .\ 

288 

309 

j 

597 

i 98 

50 

148 

386 

359 

745 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London 

207 

250 

457  1 

1 62 

53 

115 

269 

303 

572 

laiot  Asylum,  Branch  of  do  

17 

11 

28 

17 

11 

28 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Kingston 

161 

151 

312 

9 

51 

60 

188 

184 

372 

656 

710 

1 

1366 

1 

186 

165 

351 

860 

857 

1 

1717 

Name  of  Asylum. 

Deaths. 

Discharges. 

j 

Elopements.  ! 

p. 

1 

P. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

"c 

S ^ O' 

I 

H 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto  ...... 

27 

11 

38 

44 

34 

78 

2 

1 

2 

118 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London 

11 

16 

27 

23 

22 

45 

3 

1 

4 

• 76  , 

Idiot  Asylum,  Branch  of  do  

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Kingston  

10 

ii 

21 

6 

7 

13 

34  , , 

48 

38 

86 

73 

63 

136 

, 5 

1 

6 

228, 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


\ 

Name  of  Asylum. 

Total  Number  of  Pa- 
tients in  Asylums 
on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1871. 

Total  Number  admitted 
during  the  present  year. 

Total  Number  of  Patients 
who  died,  were  Dis- 
charged and  Eloped 
during  the  pres  ent  year. 

Number  of  Patients  re- 
maining in  the  several 
Asylums  on  the  30th 
September,  1872. 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto  

597 

148 

118 

627 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London 

467 

115 

76 

496 

Idiot  Asylum,  Branch  of  do  

28 

28 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Kingston 

312 

60 

34 

338 

13G6 

351 

228 

1489 

The  foregoing  tables  show  that  the  number  of  insane  confined  in  the  various  Asylums  of 
the  Province  had  increased,  since  the  30th  September  1871  from  1366  to  1489  ; being  an 
increase  of  123  or  a little  over  9 per  cent,  during  the  year. 

Twenty-eight  of  this  number,  it  should  however  be  observed,  were  transfers  from  the 
Common  Gaols  to  the  Idiot  Asylum,  which  was  opened  on  the  1st  September  last.  ' 

The  prison  returns  for  the  year  show  that,  in  addition  to  the  1489  insane  persons  under 
treatment  in  the  Asylums  at  Toronto,  London  and  Kingston,  there  were  also  46  confined  in 
the  gaols  of  the  Province.  And  to  this  number  should  be  added  17  insane  convicts 
supported 'by  the  Dominion  Government  in  Rockwood  Asylum,  who  were  sentenced  to  the 
Kingston  Penitentiary  from  the  Courts  of  Ontario,  and  while  undergoing  sentence  there 
became  insane. 

This  would  make  a total  of  1552  insane  persons  under  public  accommodation  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario  on  the  30th  September  1872,  of  whom  I have  official  knowledge  ; dis- 
tributed as  follows  : — 


Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto 627 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London 524 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Kingston ...  338 

Confined  in  Common  Gaols  46  • 

Convict  Lunatics  in  Rockwood  Asylum. 17 


Total 1552 


These  figures  show  that  there  is  one  Insane  person  under  asylum  treatment  for  every  1044 
of  the  population,  taking  the  census  returns  of  1871  as  a basis.  It  would  seem  to  be  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  a correct  census  of  the  Insane  and  Idiots  living  in  private  houses  and  it  is 
perhaps  illusory  to  expect  any  improvement  in  this  respect  in  the  Census  Enumeration  of  1871 
— the  details  of  which  have  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Nor  is  this  confined  to  Ontario  ; for,  with 
a few  exceptions,  the  statements  of  the  entire  number  of  Insane  in  other  countries  are  very 
imperfect,  and  in*  many  instances  are  only  unreliable  estimates.  Comparisons  of  the  actual 
number  of  Insane  in  various  countries  are  in  consequence  comparatively  valueless. 

But  as  an  indication  of  the  degree  of  humanity  existing  in  various  civilized  countries- 
in  taking  care  of  their  Insane,  the  following  statements  will  prove  both  interesting*  and  in 
structive.  It  has  already  been  shown,  that  in  this  Province  there  is  one  Insane  person  under 
treatment  or  in  possession  of  Asylum  accommodation  to  every  1044  of  the  population. 

According  to  the  latest  returns  England  has  one  under  treatment  to  every  615  of  her 
pbpulation ; Scotland,  one  to  every  606  ; Ireland,  one  to  every  729  ; Belgium,  one  to  ever}’- 
917 ; Holland,  one  in  every  1130  ; Denmark,  one  in  every  1613 ; United  States,  one  in  every 
2173  ; Italy,  one  in  every  2962  ; Sweden,  one  in  every  3219  ; and  Prussia,  one  in  every 
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3354.  If  the  various  and  complicated  causes  which  produce  insanity  were  in  all  respects  the 
same  in  the  countries  named,  these  figures  would  have  a peculiar  significance.  It  is  in  th^ 
highest  degree  creditable  to  this  Province,  that,  in  this  most  humane  work,  it  stands 
fourth  on  the  list.  Indeed,  it  may  safely  be  said  that  in  no  country  in  the  world  is  there 
more  adequate  or  better  provision  for  the  Insane  than  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

The  following  figures  exhibit  the  Nationalities,  Keligious  distinctions  and  Civil  state  of 
the  1489  patients  remaining  in  the  various  Asylums,  on  the  30th  September  : 

Nationalities. 


Born  in  England  188 

“ “ Ireland  525 

“ Scotland  165 

‘‘  “ Canada  494 

“ United  States 26 

Other  countries  and  unknown  91 

Total 1489  ^ 

Religious  distinctions. 

Church  of  England  377 

Eoman  Catholic 421 

Presbyterians 284 

Methodists 222 

Others  and  unknown 185 


Total  1489 

Civil  state. 

Married  and  widowed  682 

Single  ...  807  * 


Total 1489 


While  these  figures  may  prove  interesting  and  perhaps  instructive,  they  are  yet  capable 
of  being  grossly  misapplied  unless  they  are  searchingly  analysed.  The  causes  of  insanity 
are  confined  to  no  particular  nation  or  creed.  Poverty,  intemperance,  physical  diseases, 
losses,  and  hereditary  taint,  wherever  found,  rather  than  the  accidents  of  nationality  and 
religion,  have  chiefly  to  do  with  its  production. 

Asylum  statistics,  however,  both  in  this  and  other  countries,  in  relation  to  the  Civil 
state,  appear  to  prove  conclusively  that  a greater  number  of  single  than  married  persons 
become  insane. 

The  following  summary  exhibits  the  entire  operations  of  all  the  Asylums  in  the  Province^ 
since  the  opening  of  the  Provincial  Asylum  at  Toronto,  in  the  year  1841 — a period  of  thirty 
one  years. 

Admitted  at  Toronto  Asylum  ( including  University  Branch,  now  abandoned.)  3978 
* Malden  Asylum,  (now  closed)  not  including  transfers  from  Toronto  Asylum  . . 285 


Orillia  Asylum,  (now  closed)  not  including  transfers  from  Toronto  Asylum  ....  44 

London  Asylum,  not  including  transfers  from  Malden  and  Orillia 278 

Bockwood  Asylum,  (Ontario  Patients)  534 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Asylums  of  th^  Province  since  1841  ...  5119 

These  5119  admissions  to  Asylum  residence  were  disposed  cf  as  follows  ; 

Died 1154 

Discharged  2411 
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Eloped  65 

Remaining  in  Asylums  on  the  30th  September,  1872  1489 

5119 

The  counties  in  the  Province,  from  which  these  5119  insane  persons  were  received, 


are  shewn  in  the  following  list : — 


Algoma ...  5 

Brant. 96 

Bruce  28 

Carleton  and  City  of  Ottawa 135 

Elgin '.  82 

Essex 69 

Frontenac  and  City  of  Kingston 216 

Grey ....  69 

Haldimand 56 

Halton... ....  112 

Hastings 101 

Huron 120 

Kent...... 65 

Lambton 84 

Lanark 65 

Leeds  and  Grenville 95 

Lennox  and  Addington 40 

Lincoln 150 

Middlesex  and  City  of  London 220 

Norfolk 56 

Northumberland  and  Durham 307 


Ontario.....^ 150 

Oxford 91 

Peel 129 

Perth 101 

Peterborough 90 

Prescott  and  Russell  30 

Prince  Edward 46 

Renfrew.. 43 

Simcoe 151 

Stormont,  Dundas  and  Glengarry 136 

Victoria 39 

Waterloo 83 

Welland 75 

Wellington 176 

Wentworth  and  City  of  Hamilton 325 

York  and  City  of  Toronto 1135 

Quebec ...  8 

Penitentiary,  Kingston 32 

Unassignable 108 


Total 5119 


From  these  figures,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  nearer  any  county  or  town  is  to  an  Asylum,  the 
greater  will  be  the  proportion  of  patients.  Thus,  nearly  one-fourth  of  all  the  patients 
admitted  to  the  Toronto  Asylum  during  the.  past  thirty-one  years  have  come  from  the  County 
of  York;  and  of  these,  again,  the  great  majority,  no  doubt,  have  been  from  the  City  of 
Toronto,  ' 

Admissions. 

t 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  Asylum  residence  dhring  the  year  was  351, 
^iz  : 186  men  and  165  women,  against  353  for  the  previous  year. 

Of  this  number,  192  were  admitted  under  the  ordinary  process,  viz : by  award  of 
medical  superintendents  on  the  certificate  of  three  medical  practi  ioners,  signed’and  verified  by 
the  mayor  or  reeve  of  the  municipality  in  which  the  insane  person  resided.  The  remaining 
159  had  been  committed  to  Gaols  as  persons  dangerous  to  be  at  large,  or  had  been  charged  with 
indictable  offences  of  which  they  were  accquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity.  In  both  cases 
these  insane  prisoners  were  transferred  from  Gaol  to  Asylum  residence  on  the  warrant  of  His 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  benefits  arising  out  of  the  system  of  transfer  by  warrant  have  been  very  great,  as  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  present  official  year  only  46  prisoners  were  in  con- 
finement in  the  thirty-eight  Common  Gaols  of  the  Province  as  insane  persons,  as  compared 
with  61  at  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  Prison  Returns  forthe^years  prior  to  1868  shew  that  there  were  never  less  than  56, 
and  very  frequently  over  100  insane  persons  in  custody  at  one  time  in  the  County  Gaols. 

Of  the  46  in  confinement  on  the  30th  September  last,  not  over  ten  were  proper  subjects 
for  Asylum  treatment,  all  of  whom  were  in  course  of  transfer.  Nearly  all  the  rest,  although 
certified  under  the  iL  tatuteto  be  insane,  some  in  a qualified  manner,  and  others  without  quali- 
fication, were  cases  of  senile  insanity,  or  of  the  mildest  form  of  dementia,  chiefly  in  the  per- 
sons of  wandering  vagrants  Some  of  the  latter  class  were  committed  to  Ga.  1 by  magistrates 
and  still  remain  there^  although  the  local  examining  authorities  refuse  to  certify  to  their  in- 
sanity. 
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Since  the  system  of  transfer  by  warrant  was  adopted  in  1869,  no  less  than  657  insane 
have  been  removed  from  the  Common  Gaols  to  Asylums.  That  the  method,  in  some  of 
its  details,  is  imperfect  cannot  be  denied ; but  that  the  number  of  chronic  insane  in  the  three 
Asylums,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  admissions,  has  been  increased  through  its  opera- 
tions, does  not  appear  from  the  Asylum  statistics  of  the  past  three  years.  For  we  find  that 
the  Toronto  Asylum,  which  since  the  6th  of  August  1869,  has  had  127  warrant  patients 
committed  to  it,  has  rather  increased  the  ratio  of  its  discharges,  in  proportion  to  its  population, 
at  the  end  of  each  official  year,  or  to  its- annual  admissions.  Thus,  for  the  fifteen  months 
ending  30th  of  September,  1868,  during  which  period  no  warrant  patients  were  committed  to 
that  institution,  we  find  that  the  percentage  of  discharges  in  proportion  to  the  population 
was  13*46,  and  on  admissions,  for  the  same  period,  45*95  per  cent  For  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1869,  during  which  time  only  one  warrant  patient  was  committed,  the 
percentage  of  discharges  to  the  population  was  10*05,  and  to  admissions  66.40.  Fifteen 
warrant  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1870,  when  the 
percentage  of  discharges  to  population  was  11*90,  and  to  admissions  52*07. 

The  number  of  insane  committed  by  warrant  for  the  year  ending  30th  September 
1871  had  increased^  to  58,  during  which  term  the  percentage  of  discharges  to  the  population 
had  increased  to  12*84,  and  decreased  on  admissions  to  45*28.  The!  result  of  the  present 
year’s  operations  of  the  Toronto  Asylum  shews  that  53  warrant  patients  were  admitted,  while 
the  proportion  of  discharges  to  the  population  was  12*45,  and  to  the  admissions  52  94  per  cent. 
Thus,  while  in  some  years  the  percentage  of  its  discharges  in  proportion  to  population  had 
decreased,  the  same  years  exhibited  an  increase  in  discharges  in  proportion  to  admissions.  It 
would  thus  appear,  at  any  rate  in  the  Toronto  Asylum,  that  the  working  of  the  warrant 
system  of  removal  has  not  interfered  with  the  curative  character  of  the  Asylum,  by  the 
introduction  of  a greater  number  of  chronic  and  incurable  insane  to  its  wards,  in  proportion 
to  the  entire  number  in  residence,  than  were  admitted  before  the  existence  of  the  system. 

The  growing  demand  for  Asylum  accommodation,  due  undoubtedly  in  a great  measure 
to  the  increased  acc  mmodation  furnished  by  the  Province,  rather  than  to  any  positive  in- 
crease in  insanity  in  greater  ratio  than  the  increase  of  population,  admonishes  us,  however,  that 
the  most  careful  supervision  and  strictest  scrutiny  must  be  exercised  in  the  admission  of 
patients.  Only  in  this  way  will  Asylums  retain  their  hospital  character,  and  perform  the 
functions  for  which  they  were  designed. 

In  my  report  of  last  year,  in  speaking  of  the  warrant  system,  I directed  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  instituting  a more  searching  and  rigid  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  local 
examining  authorities  before  granting  certificates  of  insanity.  In  conformity  with  this 
recommendation  the  following  circular,  .addressed  to  Judges,  Sheriffs,  and  Gaol 
Surgeons,  was  issued  from  the  Provincial  Secretary’s  Department. 

“ Toronto,  27th  July,  1871. 

“ Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  Extract  from  a Report  of 
the  Inspector  of  Asylums  and  Prisons,  with  reference  to  the  procedure  adopted  in  the  exa- 
mination of  persons  committed  to  gaol  as  dangerous  lunatics  with  a view  to  granting 
certificates  of  insanity,  and  to  state  that  the  Government  will  not  feel  itself  justified  in 
ordering  the  removal  of  lunatics  from  the  County  Gaols  to  the  Asylums  for  the  Insane, 
unless  it  appears  that  the  fullest  information  with  regard  to  them  has  been  sought  through 
the  means  suggested  by  the  Inspector  in  his  Report. 

“ The  practice  of  holding  an  examination  for  the  purpose  of  granting  Certificates  of 
Insanity  respecting  persons  sent  to  Gaol  as  dangerous  Lunatics,  by  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  the  granting  of  such  certificates  without  having  the  friends  of  the  Lunatic  present  and 
placed  upon  oath  to  give  evidence  upon  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  open  to  very  serious  objection ; and  although,  in  most  instances,  the  general 
‘‘  appearance  and  manner  of  the  person  is  a sure  indication  of  an  unsound  mind,  still  there  are 
cases  when  it  is  necessary  to  make  a full  investigation  into  the  previous  history  of  the  person  ; 
“and,  in  all  cases, Jhe  evidence  elicited  would  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  Medical 
“ Superintendent  of  the  Asylum,  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  send  the  insane  person,  in  the  treat- 
“ ment  of  the  case  when  the  patient  comes  under  his  care.” 

The  instructions  contained  in  the  foregoing  circular  were  not  generally  acted  upon. 
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inasmuch  as  no  law  exists  to  compel  witnesses  to  appear  before  the  examining  authorities  to 
give  evidence,  nor  is  provision  made  for  the  payment  of  such  witnesses.  The  criminal  laws 
of  the  Province  very  properly  require  the  most  searching  investigation,  and  the  production 
of  the  clearest  proofs  of  guilt,  before  a person  charged  with  crime,  no  matter  how  trifling  the 
oflence,  can  be  sentenced  to  prison  and  deprived  of  liberty.  Surely,  therefore,  before  an 
alleged  lunatic  is  consigned  to  an  Asylum,  it  is  Equally  important  that  a similar  course  should 
be  pursued.  The  existing  method  of  committing  persons  to  gaol  as  being  insane,  on  the 
uncorroborated  statement  of  one  informant,  is  open  to  the  most  serious  objection.  In  many 
instances  the  Magistrate  who  commits  is  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  the  law  he  is  called 
upon  to  administer,  and  quiet  harmless  imbecile  vagrants  are  pronounced,  and  committed  as, 
dangerous  Lunatics.  In  other  cases,  some  trifling  assault,  perhaps  committed  under  great 
provocation,  with  very  strong  extenuating  circumstances,  is  construed  into  an  attempt  to  kill, 
or  to  do  grievous  bodily  harm,  and  forthwith  the  elastic  provisions  of  the  Statute  are  invoked, 
and  .the  man  is  sent  to  gaol  as  a lunatic.  And  not  unfrequently,  and,  perhaps,  with  a better 
show  of  reason  on  the  part  of  the  Magistrate,  the  victim  of  a continued  drunken  debauch  is 
acquitted  of  inehrioxy  and  convicted  of  lunacy  ; and,  in  addition,  as  if  these  gross  misapplica- 
tions of  the  law  were  not  a sufficient  display  of  ignorance,  fully  twenty -five  per  cent,  of  the 
commitments  are  irregular,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  Statute,  which  irregularity,  were 
it  not  for  the  charitable  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1870-71  overlooking  it,  would  leave  the  real 
lunatic  in  gaol  for  an  indefinite  period. 

Having  regard  to  the  extreme  sensitiveness  of  public  opinion  in  respect  to  all  matters 
pertaining  to  Lunatic  Asylums,  it  is  but  right  that  the  laws  of  the  country  should  very 
minutely  and  explicitly  define  the  method  of  commitment  in  all  cases,  and  that  such  laws 
should  be  properly  administered. 

Having  this  in  view,  I would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  laws  relating  to  the  com- 
mitment of  alleged  insane  persons  to  gaol  be  amended  in  the  following  manner,  viz.: — 

1st.  That  before  the  commitment  of  a person  charged  with  insanity  takes  place,  an 
examination  shall  be  held  before  two  Magistrates,  or  one  Magistrate  and  a Coroner,  who  shall, 
examine  witnesses  under  oath,  and  otherwise  shall  make  a full  inquiry  into  the  case,  eliciting 
information  as  to  the  commencement  and  duration  of  the  attack  of  insanity,  and  the  circum- 
stances or  causes  which  produced  it.  Information  should  also  be  obtained  whether  insanity 
existed  in  other  members  of  the  family,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  first  displayed  in  the  case 
under  examination ; and,  if  said  to  be  violent  and  dangerous,  how  these  proclivitise  are 
exhibited.  It  is  also  desirable  to  know  if  the  insane  person  is  possessed  of 'any  property, 
and  to  what  extent,  or  whether  his  or  her  friends  are  able  and  willing  to  pay  for  Asylum 
maintenance. 

All  the  information  thus  obtained  to  be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  transmitted  along 
with  the  commitment  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County. 

2nd.  That  this  information  shall  be  submitted  to  the  examining  authorities,  composed  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  and  associated  M agistrate,  and  two  medical  practitioners, 
one  of  whom  should  be  the  Gaol  Surgeon,  and  that  these  Examiners  shall  be  authorized,  if 
considered  necessary  to  the  .proper  treatment  of  the  case,  to  elicit  additional  or  corroborative 
evidence  on  oath,  before  formally  certifying  to  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner. 

3rd.  That  all  the  evidence  and  information  thu«  procured  shall  be  transmitted  by  the 
Sheriff  to  the  Provincial  Secretary,  along  with  the  other  j^apers  required  by  the  Statute,  and 
the  formal  application  for  the  removal  of  the  insane  prisoner  from  the  gaol  to  an  Asylum. 

I would  here  again  repeat  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  last  report  in  relation  to 
the  mode  of  awarding  admission  under  the  ordinary  process  ” The  Statute  requires,  in 
relation  to  the  method  of  granting  certificates,  that  such  certificate  shall  state  that  the 
inspecting  medical  practitioners,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  presence  of  each  other,  examined  the 
patient,  and,  after  clue  inquiries  into  all  necessary  facts  relating  to  his  case,  found  him  to  be 
insane.” 

Although  no  case  of  the  illegal  commitment  or  detention  of  a sane  person  in  any  of  the 
Asylums  of  the  Province  is  known  to  me,  still  there  is  great  necessity  for  not  only  guarding  against 
such  an  occurrence,  but  also  for  obtaining  from  each  of  the  medical  examiners  a distinct  and  sep- 
arate statement  of  the  reasons  why  he*  considers  the  person  insane,  giving  the  symptoms,  de- 
lusions, or  the  insane  act  that  has  come  under  his  observation,  uninfluenced  by  mutual 
conversation,  or  the  reception  of  statements  each  examiner  has  not  discovered  for  himself. 
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Under  the  present  method,  the  person  for  whom  a certificate  is  required  is  generally  under 
the  special  care  of  one  of  the  medical  examiners,  and  the  others  are  called  in  to  sign  the  papers, 
I am  of  opinion,  that  the  liberty  of  the  subject  would  be  better  guarded,  and  much  valuable 
information  obtained  to  guide  the  medical  superintendent  in  the  treatment  of  the  case,  if  the 
law  were  amended,  requiring  each  medical  examiner  to  make  a separate  examination  of  the 
patient,  and  transmit  to  the  medical  superintendent  a report  of  the  same,  giving  the  reasons 
why  he  subscribed  to  the  certificate  of  insanity. 

It  may  be  urged  by  some  that  the  surrounding  of  admission  to  Asylums  for  the  Insane 
with  so  many  forms  will  have  a tendency  to  delay  and  impede  flie  placing  of  urgent  acute 
cases  under  immediate  treatment.  But  I apprehend  that  the  enactment  of  such  necessary 
checks, will  occasion  no  such  difficulties,  and  I would  commend  their  adoption  to  the  favour- 
able consideration  of  Your  Excellency’s  Government. 

The  number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  by  medical  superintendents  was  as 
follows : — 

Toronto  Asylum,  including  the  application  of  Sheriffs  for  Warrant 


Patients 282 

London  Asylum  “ “ “ 168 

Kingston  Asylum,  Warrant  Patients  alone 60 


Total 510 

Number  of  patients  admitted  at  Toronto 148 

“ “ London 143 

“ Kingston  60 


351 

159 

It  is  thus  shewn  that  applications  for  admission  were  rejected,  owing  to  their  being 
for  improper  subjects,  or,  in  the  case  of  females,  to  the  want  of  accommodation.  In 
some  instances  admission  has  been  awarded,  and  the  friends  of  the  insane  have  refused  to 
avail  themselves  of  it,  owing  sometimes  to  the  partial  or  complete  recovery  of  the  patient,  but 
oftener,  it  is  feared,  to  the  ignorance  that  prevails  respecting  the  design  and  interior  manage- 
ment of  Asylums,  or  to  the  vain  hope,  that  the  patient  will  recover  without  being  placed 
under  Asylum  treatment. 

Discharges. 

r The  discharges  from  the  three  Asylums  for  the  year  numbered  136,  and  are  classified 
by  the  medical  attendants  as  follows : — 

Discharged  Cured  ....L... .• 107 

“ Improved 24 

“ Unimproved 5 

Total  136 

Leaving  out  the  five  patients  discharged  unimproved,  we  have  the  following  result  of 
Asylum  treatment  for  the  year  : — 

Percentage  of  recoveries  in  proportion  to  the  entire  number  of 

patients  treated,  viz.,  1,717 7*61 

Percentage  of  recoveries  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients 

remaining  in  the  Asylums  on  the  30th  September,  viz.,  1,489,  8-79 
Percentage  of  recoveries  in  proportion  to  the  admissions  of  the 

year,  viz.,  351 37-32 

These  figures  compare  favourably  with  similar  statistics  furnished  by  the  Asylums  of 
Groat  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

I would  here  draw  attention  to  an  objectionable  feature  of  the  warrr.nt  system  in  relation 
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to  Asylum  discharges.  With  patients  admitted  under  the  ordinary  process^  the  system  obtains 
of  allowing  certain  convalescing  patients,  and  others,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  medical  superin- 
tendents, would  be  benefitted  thereby,  to  visit  their  relatives  or  friends  on  leave  of  absence. 
The  names  of  such  patients  during  their  absence  still  remain  on  the  Asylum  rolls,  and  vacant 
beds  are  retained  for  them ; so  that  in  the  event  of  a relapse  or  a return  of  unmanageable 
mania  the  patients  are  at  once  brought  back  to  the  Asylum. 

Medical  superintendents  report  that  the  most  beneficial  effects  have  resulted  from  this 
system  of  granting  leave  of  absence  to  patients,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  privilege 
cannot  be  extended  to  patients  committed  under  the  warrant  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  But 
inasmuch  as  they  are  prisoners  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  only  transferred  from  a prison  to  an 
Asylum,  this  cannot  be  done. 

While  the  observance  of  this  custodial  form  may  be  and  undoubtedly  is  proper  and 
right  in  respect  to  insane  persons  who  had  been  charged  with  the  commission  of  some  serious 
crime,  but  were  acquitted  of  it  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  I do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  its  strict  observance  with  that  class  of  warrant  patients  generally  committed  as 
lunatics  “ dangerous  to  be  at  large.”  In  the  former  case  the  application  of  the  leave  of 
absence  principle  might  be  attended  with  danger  to  life  and  property,  by  the  revival  of  the 
dangerous  proclivities  of  the  patient.  In  the  latter,  comprising  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
committments  by  warrant  no  dangerous  propensities  ever  existed,  at  any  rate  to  a greater 
extent  than  with  insane  persons  admitted  to  the  Asylum  under  the  ordinary  process.  For 
that  class  of  warrant  patients  I would  strongly  urge  that  the  law  be  amended  so  as  to  enable 
medical  superintendents  in  their  discretidb,  to  grant  leave  of  absence,  when  srfch  a course 
would  be  attended  with  beneficial  results. 

The  following  table  shows  the  period  of  Asylum  residence  of  the  131  patients  discharged 
during  the  year  : — 


Periods  of  Asylum  Residence  of  the  136  patients  who  were  discharged  during  the  year 
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Deaths. 


Eighty-six  deaths  occurred  in  the  three  Asylums  during  the  year,  or  a percentage  of 
5 -C 8 in  proportion  to  the  entire  number  under  treatment,  and  25-50  in  proportion  to  the 
admissions  of  the  year. 

The  following  summary  will  show  that  many  of  the  patients  who  died  were  very  long 
Asylum  residents.  Thus: — 

2 were  residents Under  1 month. 
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Elopements. 

During  the  present  year  six  patients  eloped  from  Asylums,  viz.,  two  from  Toronto,  and 
four  from  London.  Notwithstanding  the  greatest  care  that  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
escapes,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Asylum  officials  can  guard  entirely  against  them. 
Indeed,  modern  Asylum  treatment  has  a tendency  to  increase  the  number  of  escapes,  and, 
judged  from  that  stand-point,  it  is  perhaps  desirable  that  elopements  should  occasionally  take 
place,  as  giving  evidence  of  increased  personal  liberty.  Some  patients  are  possessed  of  a desire 
' to  elope,  that  no  amount  of  kind  treatment  can  overcome ; but  even  in  cases  of  that  nature, 
close  confinement  to  the  corridors  of  the  Asylum  would  not  be  desirable.  And  when  it  is 
considered  that  upwards  of  500  patients  are  constantly  engaged  in  farm  and  out-door 
work,  with  only  a wooden  fence  between  them  and  liberty,  it  is  rather  wonderful  that  so  few 
escapes  occur. 

Of  the  six  patients  who  eloped,  there  were  three  warrant  cases,  who  are,  therefore, 
strictly  speaking,  escaped  prisoners,  I think,  in  order  to  meet  difficulties  of  this  kind,  and 
to  facilitate  recaptures,  it  is  desirable  that  medical  superintendents  should  be  ex-officio  magis- 
trates, with  provincial  jurisdiction  for  that  special  purpose. 

Asylum  Accommodation. 

The  entire  Asylum  accommodation  of  the  Province  at  the  present  time  is  as  follows  : — 


Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto  655  beds. 

Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London  (including  Idiot  branch) 580  “ 

Lockwood  Asylum,  Kingston  (for  Ontario  patients j 345  “ 


1,580 
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This  summary  includes  the  beds  lately  provided  by  the  erection  of  the  Idiot  branch  of 
the  London  Asylum. 

The  division  of  Asylum  space  and  beds  between  men  and  women  is  about  equal  in  all 
the  Asylums,  consequently  there  are  790  beds  respectively  for  each  sex. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  there  were  1,489  patients  under  Asylum  accommodation,, 
of  whom  716  were  men,  and  773  women.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  there  were  on  the 
30th  September  last,  74  vacant  beds  in  the  male  wards,  and  17  in  the  female  wards  of  the 
three  Asylums  of  the  Province.  Since  that  date  awards  have  been  made  to  all  the  vacant 
beds  for  females  (with  the  exception  of  three  in  the  superior  ward  in  the  Toronto  Asylum), 
so  that  the  Asylum  accommodation  of  the  Province  for  females  is  now  exhausted,  and  the 
most  pressing  cases  can  only  be  provided  for  when  discharges  or  deaths  leave  vacancies. 
Many  of  the  vacant  beds  in  the  male  wards  have  also  been  allotted,  and  before  the  close  of  the 
pnsuing  year,  the  preponderance  in  admissions  over  discharges  and  deaths  will  fill  the  beds  in 
the  male  wards. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  question  of  providing  increased  Asylum 
accommodation  should  receive  immediate  consideration  from  the  Government  and  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  the  method  by  which  this  can  best  be  accomplished,  is  the  most  important  and 
pressing  feature  in  connection  with  the  subject. 

In  pressing  the  claims  of  this  unfortunate  class  upon  the  Legislature,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  liberal  provision  made  for  the  insane  by  the  last  Parliament  of  the  Province, 
through  which,  by  the  e^ction  of  the  London  Asylum,  additions  to  the  Toronto  Asylum,  and 
the  arrangement  with  the  Dominion  Government  for  the  occupation  of  Kockwood,  over  600 
additional  beds  were  provided,  was  only  the  liquidation  of  a legacy  of  arrears  left  to  the 
Province  by  the  old  Parliament  of  Canada. 

Only  within  the  past  three  years  in  the  history  of  the  Province  could  it  be  said  that  the 
supply  of  Asylum  accommodation  was  at  all  proportionate  to  the  demand  for  it,  and  the 
demand  during  that  time  has  been,  without  doubt,  abnormally  increased,  in  consequence  of 
the  inadequate  provision  of  the  past.  The  experience  of  the  past  in  this  respect  proves  that 
the  policy  of  withholding  needed  Asylum  accommodation  until  the  force  of  circumstances 
absolutely  compels  action  to  be  taken,  is  unsound  both  morally  and  financially. 

No  stronger  proof  can  be  produced  in  support  of  this  than  the  statement  of  Dr.  Jarvis, 
than  whom  no  higher  authority  in  this  speciality  can  be  quoted,  when  he  says  that — “ In  a 
perfect  state  of  things,  where  the  best  appliances,  which  the  science  and  skill  of  the  age  have 
provided  for  healing,  are  offered  to  these  lunatics,  in  as  early  a stage  of  their  malady  as  they 
are  to  those  who  are  attacked  with  fever  or  dysentery,  probably  eighty,  and  possibly  ninety, 
per  cent,  would  be  restored,  and  only  twenty,  or  perhaps  ten,  per  cent,  would  be  left  among 
the  constant  insane  population.”  Other  authorities  state  that  where  every  acute  case  of  insanity 
is  at  once  placed  under  skilled  treatment,  only  jive  per  cent,  of  those  thus  treated  in  the  early 
state  of  mental  disease  remain  as  incurables,  The  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Southern 
Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  his  report  for*  1869,  in  an  analysis  of  the  result  of  treatment,  in  that 
Institution,  of  1,781  cases  of  insanity,  shows  by  the  following  figures  that  the  chances  of 
recovery  diminish  in  exact  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  disease'^has  existed.  Thus,  of 
530  patients  placed  under  treatment  1 month  after  the  attack  363,  or  68.49  per  cent,  recovered. 
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Dr.  Workman,  whose  knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  insane  is  the  result  of  twenty 
years’  active  practical  experience,  has,  time  and  again,  shewn  the  necessity  of  early  treatment, 
and  has  given  figures  to  prove  that  the  expectation  of  recovery  is  lessened  proportionally  by 
delay  in  placing  under  treatment. 

These  facts  and  figures  conclusively  prove  that  it  is  wise  economy  on  the  part  of  a 
Government-to  provide  such  an  extent  of  Asylum  space  as  will  furnish  sufficient  beds  for  every 
acute  case  of  insanity  that  presents  itself.  In  this  way  alone  will  the  number  of  chronic  cases 
be  brought  to  bear  a proper  proportion  to  the  entire  number  of  insane,  and  the  undue  accumula- 
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tion  of  that  class  in  our  Asylums  be  stopped  and  confined  to  a minimum.  When  this  is  done, 
and  only  then,  urgent  acute  cases  of  insanity  will  receive  an  equitable  allotment  of  the  beds 
in  our  Asylums. 

It  is  therefore  very  apparent  that  the  question  of  providing  increased  Asylum  accommo- 
dation must  be  considered  concurrently  with  the  question,  what  are  we  to  do  with  our 
chronic  insane  ? The  fact  that  of  the  1489  insane  persons  occupying  beds  in  our  Asylums 
on  the  30th  last  Sept.,  no  less  than  1150  were  hopelessly  incurable  is  suj6B.cient  evidence  that 
the  problem  of  how  we  best  can  provide  for  this  class  is  the  most  important  that  can  arise 
in  connection  with  the  specialty  of  Asylum  administration. 

The  humanity  and  benevolence  of  the  age,  it  will  not  be  denied,  places  it  beyond  a 
doubt  that  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  Government  to  provide  for  the  care  and  comfort  of  its 
chronic  insane  as  it  is  to  furnish  proper  accommodation,  with  all  the  appliances  that  modern 
skill  and  science  has  devised,  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases  of  insanity.  Whether  both 
these  objects  should  be  combined  in  one  and  the  same  establishment  is  a subject  for  consi- 
deration. 

The  system  which,  until  within  a recent  period,  obtained  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
connection  with  the  Utica  Asyluna,  by  which  only  what  were  thought  to  be  curable  cases 
were  admitted,  and  patients  found  to  be  incurable  were  discharged  from  Asylum  residence,  was 
eminently  favourable  to  the  proper  treatment  of  acute  cases  of  insanity  ; but  quite  the  reverse 
in  the  case  of  the  chronic.  The  latter  class,  when  discharged  from  the  Asylum  were  returned 
to  the  County  from  which  they  came  and  consigned  to  the  wards  of  a 1 jcal  poor-house,  and 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  comparatively  irresponsible  officials.  The  abuses  and  cruelties  prac- 
tised in  these  local  establishment  were  so  great  that  public  opinion  compelled  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  to  provide  separate  Goverment  Asylums  for  the  custody  of  her 
ehronic  insane. 

That  it  is  necessary  or  even  desirable  to  have  separate  Institutions  for  each  class  has  not 
yet  been  fully  decided  % the  members  of  the  specialty.  My  own  observation  would  lead  me 
to  conclude  that  there  are  commendable  features  in  both  the  separate  and  mixed  systems,  but 
that  the  circumstances  of  a country  or  state  must  determine  which  shall  be  adopted. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  no  Asylum  for  the  Insane  should  be  of  greater  capacity 
than  is  required  to  accommodate  600  patients,  although,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  this  reommendation  of  the  English  and  American  Associations  is  not  carried 
out.  It  will,  however,  be  very  obvious  to  any  one  conversant  with  the  working  of  such 
Institutions  that  when  the  population  of  an  establishment  exceeds  700,  the  division  of  respon- 
sibility and  duty,  caused  by  the  great  volume  of  work  to  be  performed,  does  not  generally 
conduce  to  efficient  management. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a large  quantity  of  land  is  attached  to  the  Asylums  at  Toronto  and 
London,  and  that  their  boundaries  are  not  confined,  I do  not  think  that  an  increase  of  the 
insane  population  to  700  in  each  of  these  Institutions  would  be  fraught  with  danger  either 
to  their  medical  or  domestic  administration. 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  salaries  and  wages  at  the  Asylums  named  constitute 
over  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  their  entire  expenditures  andNhat  the  erection  of  a new  and 
independent  In<stitution  exclusively  for  chronics  would  involve  the  appointment  and  expense 
of  a duplicate  staff  of  officers,  while  additions  to  the  present  establishments  to  provide  in- 
creased space  for  that  class  would  only  require  the  appointment  of  a few  additional  attendants. 

Among  the  chronic  insane  in  all  Asylums  are  to  be  f jund  quiet  docile  persons,  having  no 
dangerous  or  destructive  propensities  so  long  as  they  are  uoder  Asylum  discipline  and  super- 
vision. At  London  Asylum,  the  number  of  this  class  is  greater  than  at  Toronto  or  Kingston, 
as  the  largest  proportion  of  its  inmates  were  received  from  the  branch  Asylums  at  Malden 
and  Orillia,  and  were  specially  selected  from  the  Toronto  Asylum,  and  transferred  to  these 
branches  as  quiet  harmless  patients. 

At  least,  one  hundred  of  these  patients  could  with  perfect  safety  be  removed  from  the 
Asylum  and  placed  in  cottages  erected  in  close  proximity  to  the  main  edifices  upon  the 
grounds.  In  this  way  one  hundred  vacant  beds  would  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
medical  superintendent  for  the  curable  insane.  I am  aware  that  the  cottage  system  has  been 
condemned  by  the  Association  of  medical  superintendents,  but  as  the  plan  proposed  is  simply 
an  isolated  addition  to  an  establishment  already  in  existence,  placed  under  the  same  admi- 
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nistrati)!!,  and  subject  to  the  same  control  and  supervision,  it  therefore  possesses  few  if  any 
If  of  the  objections  urged  against  the  system  condemned  by  the  Association. 

On  the  other-  hand,  the  plan  proposed  possesses  many  advantages  which  cannot  be  had 
in  a large  institution,  and  which  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows  : — 

1st.  The  provision  of  additional  beds  in  the  main  Asylum  for  the  treatment  of  curable 
cases,  by  the  removal  of  the  quiet  chronic  patients  to  structures  costing  less  than  one-half 
the  amount  required  to  give  the  same  accommodation  in  the  main  building. 

2nd.  The  additional  privileges  that  can  be  given  to  such  patients  by  surrounding  them 
with  home  comforts  which  cannot  be  extended  to  them  in  the  Asylum  wards. 

3rd.  Greater  convenience  for  the  working  patients,  who  comprise  not  an  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  chronic  insane,  to  be  placed  at  work  on  the  farm,  gardens,  grounds,  and  out- 
buildings of  the  Asylum. 

I have  transmitted  to  the  Honourable  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  a sketch 
plan  of  two  groups  of  cottages,  four  in  each  group,  placed  on  the  quadrangular  principle, 
and  capable  of  giving  accommodation  to  96  patients  of  the  class  referred  to.  Fully  believing 
that  the  proposed  plan  will  provide  for  the  requirements  of  the  Western  portion  of  the  Pro- 
vince for  many  years  to  come,  I would  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  asked 
from  the  Legislature  to  enable  the  scheme  to  be  carried  into  effect.  Should  the  system  prove 
successful,  similar  structures  can  be  erected  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  Central  and  Eastern 
portions  of  the  Province. 

Idiot  Asylum. 

This  establishment,  although  entirely  isolated  from  the  London  Asylum,  forms  a branch 
of  it,  and  is  under  the  same  management  and  control.  The  building,  which  is  erected  on 
the  Asylum  grounds,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  38  inmates,  was  opened  for  the  recep- 
tion of  idiots  on  the  1st  September  last.  On  the  30th  of  the  same  month  28  idiots,  viz., 
17  males  and  11  females  had  been  admitted,  and  now  every  bed  is  taken  up. 

Although,  in  the  first  instance,  it  was  intended  that  the  structure,  which  com- 
prises a front  building  and  projection  from  it  to  the  rear,  should  be  occupied  exclusively  by 
males,  so  many  urgent  cases  of  idiocy  among  females  were  reported,  many  of  whom  were 
in  gaol,  that  it  was  thought  desirable  to  divide  the  limited  accommodation  thus  afforded 
between  both  sexes. 

Forms  of  admission  papers,  queries,  and  certificates,  were  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the 
Government  for  approval.  In  view  of  the  great  necessity  that  existed  for  obtaining  reliable 
information  respecting  the  idiots  for  whom  application  was  made,  who  when  once  admitted 
would  become  inmates  of  the  Asylum  for  life  : the  queries  were  framed  not  only  to  accom- 
plish that  object,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  statistical  information  respecting  the 
class  of  defectives  for  whom  the  Asylum  was  established.  In  this  way  only,  with  the  very 
limited  accommodation  provided,  could  a judicious  selection  of  the  most  urgent  cases  be  made 
from  among  the  many  hundred  idiots  in  the  Province.  The  nearest  relation  of  the  idiot  was 
therefore  required  to  give  the  necessary  information,  under  his  or  her  signature,  and  if  the 
idiot  was  in  gaol  the  prison  surgeon  was  required  to  sign  the  answers  'to  the  queries 
also. 

In  connection  with  the  form  of  certificate,  the  question  suggested  itself  whether  the  ’ 
statutory  wording  of  32  & 33  Vic.,  Stat.  of  Can.,  cap.  29.  sec.  105,  would  be  sufilcient 
authority  for  confining  an  idiot  in  an  asylum.  On  the  question  being  referred  ,to  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  Province,  he  decided  that  the  term  insane  covered  every  phase  of 
mental  derangement  including  idiocy,  and  if,  after  examination,  the  person  was  found  to  be 
insane,”  a certificate  to  that  effect  was  sufficient  authority  for  the  custodial  restraint  of  an 
idiot.  In  cases  of  ordinary  admission  to  the  Idiot  Asylum,  where  certificates  are  signed  by 
three  medical  practitioners,  under  34  vie.,  cap.  18,  sec.  6,  the  words  “found  him  to  be  a 
lunatic  ” have  to  be  used.  But  as  lunacy  and  idiocy  are  separate  and  distinct  phases  of 
insanity,  such  a certificate  in  relation  to  idiots  would  obviously  be  insufficient.  The  wording 
of  the  certificate,  iu  order  to  obtain  admission  to  the  Idiot  Asylum,  was  therefore 
ordered  by  the  Attorney-General  to  be  as  follows  : — “ That  after  due  enquiry  into  all 
necessary  facts  relating  to  his  case,  we  hereby  certify  that  the  said  person  is  insane,  and  we 
further  certify  that  the  said  person  is  a proper  subject  for  an  Idiot  Asylum.” 
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Having  settled  the  method  of  ^admission  as  above  indicated,  the  following  circular  was 
issued  from  the  Provincial  Secretary’s  Department  addressed  to  Judges,  Sheritfs,  and  Gao|| 
Surgeons. 

Provincial  Secretary’s  Office. 

Toronto,  July  1872. 

“ Sir. — I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Asylum  for  Idiots,  at  London,  will  be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  Idiots  on  1 st  day  of  September  next. 

With  reference  to  the  mode  of  admission,  I have  the  honour  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  following  extract  from  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Asylums  and  Prisons, 
having  regard  to  the  Asylum  in  question. 

“ That  the  design  of  establishing  this  Institution  may  be  fully  defined  and  recognized,  I 
may  state  that  the  By-laws  respecting  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  several  Asylums  for 
the  Insane  provide  that  no  Idiots  shall  be  admitted  to  these  Institutions,  and  the  Statute, 
*upon  which  these  by-laws  are  based,  provides  that  before  admission  to  an  Asylum  is  awarded, 
the  person  must,  on  examination,  he  found  to  be  a Lunatic.  Without  entering  upon  a 
psychological  disquisition  as  to  what  constitutes  idiocy  in  contradistinction  to  lunacy^  1 will 
simply  state  in  broad  terms,  that  the  Asylums  for  the  Insane  were  primarily  established  as 
hospitals  for  the  treatment,  with  a view  to  the  cure  or  improvement  of  persons  afflicted  with 
mental  disease.  The  end,  thus  defined,  for  which  Asylums  were  founded,  indicates  that 
persons  sent  to  them  must  be  susceptible  of  cure  or  improvement ; and  although  this  condi- 
tion is  frequently  violated  in  the  admission  of  patients  who  often  turn  out  to  be  incurable 
chronics,  still,  until  actual  residence  reveals  their  mental  conditicn,  admission  cannot  well  be 
refused,  unless  the  probabilities  in  that  direction  are  very  strong,  and  the  indications  very 
apparent. 

“ On  the  other  hand,  the  mental  condition  of  a congenital  Idiot  cannot  be  improved, 
although  if  subjected  to  a course  of  training  in  early  life  his  habits  and  mode  of  living  may 
be  bettered  in  many  respeets. 

‘‘I  am  of  (pinion  that  the  class  of  Idiots  first  entitled  to  relief  by  admission  to  this  In- 
stitution, are  those  who  have  been  committed  to  the  several  gaols  of  the  Province  as  persons 
dangerous  to  be  at  large,  and  who,  under  the  By-laws,  cannot  be  admitted  to  Asylums  for 
the  Insane.  As  their  discharge  from  gaol  would,  iu  many  instances,  be  attended  with  danger 
to  life  or  property,  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Province  to  provide  for  them  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  has  done  for  the  insane. 

“Next  to  that  class,  the  most  urgent  cases  in  private  families  should  be  awarded 
admission  ; dangerous  proclivities  or  vicious  habits  always  being  the  test  of  urgency.” 

It  must  be  almost  superfluous  to  urge  upon  Sheriffs  and  others  concerned  in  the 
removal  of  Idiots  to  the  Asylum,  the  necessity  that  exists,  caused  by  the  limited  accommo- 
dation at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  for  the  reception  of  this  class  of  unfortunates,  for 
the  exercise  by  them  of  the  utmost  care  and  discretion  Jn  the  examination  of  the  Idiot,  and 
in  the  preparation  of  the  necessary  papers  ; otherwise  the  danger  exists  that  the  establishment 
be  filled  by  quiet,  harmless  Idiots  and  Imbeciles,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  for  whom  it  was 
intended. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Inspector  as  to  the  class  of  Idiots  first  entitled  to  admission 
has  been  approved  of  by  the  Government,  and  the  ccmpliance  of  Sheriffs  therewith  is  accord- 
ingly required. 

Blank  forms  of  queries  and  admission  papers  to  be  filled  up  and  transmitted  to  this 
Department,  with  application  for  admission,  have  been  furnished  to  the  Sheriffs.” 

Additional  Idiot  Asylum  Accommodation  Required. 

Although  the  closest  scrutiny  was  made  into  all  applications  for  admission  into  the 
Idiot  Asylum,  and  many  applications  were  rejected,  still  it  would  appear  that  the  demand  fir 
such  accommodation  was  so  great  in  the  Province  that  its  beds  were  all  filled  within  three 
mcnths  after  it  was  opened.  The  necessity  that  existed  for  the  establishment  of  such  an 
Asylum  was,  therefore,  clearly  shewn,  and  the  many  pressing  applications  now  on  fyle  asking 
for  the  admission  of  most  urgent  cases  will  necessitate  the  completion  of  the  building  to  the 
capacity  originally  designed,  viz.,  for  one  hundred  inmates.  To  accomplish  this  I would  re- 
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commend  that  the  rear  wing  be  extended  to  provide  sixteen  additional  separate  rooms  for 
males  : and  that  a building  similar  to  the  present  front  structure  be  attached  to  the  rear, 
affording  space  for  forty  inmates,  with  rooms  for  the  attendants  and  domestic  purposes. 

In°the  manner  proposed,  provision  would  be  made  altogether  for  94  idiots,  which  are  as 
many  as  should  be  placed  in  a building  forming  a branch  of  an  Tnsane  Asylum. 

Training  Establishment  for  Idiotic  and  Imbecile  Children. 

The  class  of  idiots  for  whom  it  is  most  desirable  that  semething  should  be  done  in  this 
Province  are  the  youths  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14.  These  idiotic  and  imbecile  children, 
of  whom  there  cannot  be  less  than  from  200  to  300  in  Ontario,  are  now  growing  up  without 
any  training  or  instruction,  and  are  constantly  contracting  vicious  habits,  and  in  many  cases 
dangerous  propensities.  In  every  family  where  they  are,  their  care  is  attended  with  the 
o-reatest  anxiety,  but  among  the  poorer  classes  it  is  to  be  feared  they  are  often  utterly 
neo’lected.  So  long  as  this  state  of  things  is  allowed  to  exist,  asylums  for  adult  idiots  must 
continue  to  be  enlarged,  and  their  number  increased  in  order  to  provide  quarters  for  this  un- 
fortunate class.  Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  a question  for  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  Government  and  the  Legislature,  if  a well  devised  effort  should  not  be  made  to 
reduce  the  number  of  adult  idiots  who  require  to  be  supported  by  the  public  and  confined  in 
asylums,  owing  to  dangerous  habits  or  indecent  behaviour.  This  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
the  establishment  of  a training  school  for  idiotic  and  imbecile  children.  The  reports  received 
from  such  institutions  now  in  operation  in  Great  Britain,  and  other  countries  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  in  the  United  States,  are  most  satisfactory.  Over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  children 
trained  and  instructed  in  them  are  fitted  to  be  placed  in  families,  where  they  become  useful 
and  earn  their  own  living,  instead  of  becoming,  as  they  otherwise  would,  vicious  and  degraded, 
and  a constant  charge  upon  the  public. 

When  we  consider  that  every  adult  idiot  placed  in  an  Asylum  at  the  age  of  22,  which  is 
the  average  age  of  the  present  residents  of  the  Idiot  Branch  of  the  London  Asylum,  will  have 
to  be  supported,  on  an  average,  for  20  years  in  an  Asylum,  at  a cost  of  $140  a year,  even  public 
economy  would  suggest  'the  adoption  of  the  only  remedy  that  can  be  provided — viz.,  the 
establishment  of  a training  school. 

At  the  present  time,  about  a fourth  of  the  inmates  of  the  Idiot  Asylum  are  of  a teach- 
able age  ; but  if  they  remain  much  longer  in  the  same  wards  with  grown-up  idiots,  bad 
habits  will  be  formed,  and  instruction  rendered  impossible. 

The  training  school  should  be  wholly  for  educational  purposes , and  as  soon  as  an  idiot 
is  found  to  be  incapable  of  receiving  instruction  or  benefit,  he  should  be  removed  to  the 
Asylum. 

Fully  believing  that  the  proposed  establishment  will  supply  a want  that  is  felt  by  many 
a family  in  the  Province  to  an  extent  that  is  but  little  realized,  and  that,  through  its  means, 
the  necessity  for  adding  to  Asylums  for  adult  idiots  will  be  much  decreased,  I have  pre- 
sumed to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Government  and  the  Legislature. 

ASYLUM  EXPENDITURES. 

I had  the  honour  to  address  the  following  communication  to  the  Honourable  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Province,  relative  to  the  system  which  then  obtained  of  checking  and  auditing  the 
accounts  of  Asylums  and  other  public  institutions,  believing  that  a change  was  necessary: — 

“ Office,  Inspector,  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c., 
Fehrimry,  1872. 

“ Sir — I have  the  honour  to  bring  under  your  consideration  the  desirability  of  adopting 
a more  efficient  method  of  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  public  institutions  placed  under  my 
supervision  and  inspection. 

“ At  present,  the  audit  is  made  at  my  quarterly  inspections  of  these  establishments, 
after  the  accounts  hare  been  'passed  and  paid  hy  the  Treasury  Department,  which  renders  it 
a mere  examination  of  the  books,  and  a comparison  of  the  entries  in  the  same  with  the 
vouchers  and  accounts  produced,  in  which  errors  or  irregularities  seldom  occur.  Such  an 
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audit,  it  will  at  once  be  apparent,  affords  little  or  no  check  over  the  quantity  of  stores  and 
supplies  consumed,  or  the  prices  paid  for  them,  and  not  only  very  much  restricts  th% 
surveillance  that  should  be  had  over  expenditure,  but  inasmuch  as  the  examination  is  made 
subsequent  to  payment,  the  entire  object  of  the  audit  is  defeated. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  the  expenditures  for  the  various  branches  of  the  service  should 
not  exceed  the  amount  appropriated  under  the  headings  of  the  detailed  estimates  upon 
which  the  appropriation  is  based,  and,  if  they  do,  enquiry  should  be  made  into  the  cause  of 
excess.  It  is  very  clear  that  an  audit  of  the  kind  thus  indicated  can  only  be  made  by  an 
official  conversant  with  the  every  day  working  and  general  management  of  the  institutions, 
and  one  who  has  knowledge  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  and  the  prices  that  should  be  paid 
for  supplies,  and  the  other  services  of  the  establishment.  I would,  therefore,  most  respectfully 
recommend  ; 

1st.  That  the  monthly  accounts  and  statements  should  be  examined  and  passed  by  the 
Inspector  of  Asylums,  &c.  before  they  are  finally  approved  of  and  paid  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

2nd.  That  a book  should  be  opened  by  that  official  in  which  the  details  of  the  monthly 
expenditures  shall  be  entered  and  analyzed  under  the  several  headings. 

3rd.  That  such  official  shall  certify  to  the  general  correctness  of  such  statements  and 
accounts. 

To  accomplish  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  Treasury 
Department  Clerks  fora  few  days  every  month,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.” 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in  this  report,  an  Order  in  Council 
was  approved  by  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  12th  of  February,  providing 
‘‘ that  for  the  future  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Institutions  shall  be  presented  monthly  to 
the  Inspector  of  Asylums  who  shall  audit  the  same  with  the  assistance  of  a clerk  from  the 
office  of  the  Provincial  Treasurer.” 

The  Asylum  expenditures  for  the  official  year  ending  30th  September,  detailed  statements 
of  which  are  herewith  annexed,  were  as  follows  ; — 


Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto  81,281  21- 

“ London 62,938  21 

Eockwood  Asylum,  Kingston  43,500  00 


$187,719  42 

These  figures  shew  that  the  entire  yearly  cost  of  maintaining  each  patient  in  the  various 
Asylums,  which  includes  clothing,  bedding,  salaries  and  wages,  repairs  and  every  charge  con- 
nected with  the  maintenance  of  Asylums  was  as  follows  : — 

Toronto  Asylum,  $2*53  per  week  or  $131*75  per  year. 

London  $2.48  “ “ or  $129.24 

Eockwood  $2*75  or  $143*00  “ ‘‘ 

A comparison  of  these  rates  with  those  of  similar  Institutions  in  the  United  States  is  most 
favourable  to  this  Province ; thus  the  cost  at : 


Worcester  Asylum, 

Massachussetts  was 

$4*32  per 

week 

or  $224*64  per  year, 

Taunton 

a 

a 

3*59 

(( 

186*68 

(C 

Northampton 

u 

a 

3-68 

(( 

191*36 

cc 

Central 

u 

Ohio 

4*13 

u 

214*76 

cc 

Northern 

u 

u 

5*60 

a 

291*20 

cc 

Southern 

u 

cc 

5-00 

(( 

260*00 

cc 

Jacksonville 

u 

(( 

4-00 

u 

208*00 

cc 

* Only  an  estimate  of  the  amount.  Statement  for  the  year  not  yet  received. 
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Revenue. 

The  Receipts  from  paying  patients  and  other  sources  of  Asylum  Revenue  continues  to 
increase  in  much  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  in  Asylum  population.  The  total 
amount  received  this  year  was  $19,785.73,  which  was  obtained  from  the  following  sources  ; 

Paying  Patients $19,255  80 

Articles  Sold 421  18 

Discount  off  bills 108  75 


$19,785  73 

Deducting  the  revenue  thus  received  from  the  gross  expenditures  and-  we  find  that  the 
actual  cost  to  the  Province,  for  the  official  year  ending  30th  Sept,  of  maintaining  its  insane, 
was  $167,933  69. 

Various  suggestions  and  recommendations  for  new  buildings,  and  alterations  and 
repairs  to  the  present  buildings  will  be  found  in  the  Separate  Reports  upon  each  Institu- 
tion. 
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REEOETS 

UPON  THE 


FOR  THE  INSANE 


AND  THEIR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  30th  SEPTEMBER,  1872. 


ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE,  TORONTO. 

Three  official  inspections  were  made  of  this  Asylum  during  the  year  in  the  months  of 
March,  July  and  October  : besides  many  visits  to  it  on  general  business  connected  with  the 
Institution,  which  also  partook  of  a semi-inspectorial  character.  The  statutory  inspection  of 
March  occupied  two  days,  the  27th  and  29th,  during  which  time  I went  through  and  exami- 
ned every  department  of  the  Asylum,  and  saw  every  patient  in  the  house.  There  were  then 
617  patients  in  residence,  viz  : — 309  men  and  308  women.  With  the  exception  of  twelve 
beds  in  the  superior  paying  patient  ward  and  five  in  the  ordinary  wards,  (three  of  which  last 
had  been  awarded  to  patients  that  had  not  then  arrived)  the  accommodation  for  females  was 
exhausted  and  a considerable  number  of  applications  were  on  fyle  waiting  vacancies.  At  my  ins- 
pection in  October — which  extended  over  the  28th  and  29th — the  number  of  patients  had  in- 
creased to  623,  viz : 312  men  and  311  women.  On  that  occasion  ervery  patient  was  personally 
examined  and  full  information  -was  obtained  from  the  medical  superintendent  respecting  the 
period  of  residence,  and  the  probable  results  of  the  treatment  of  each  patient.  From  the  in- 
formation thus  obtained  it  would  appear  that  of  the  entire  number  of  patients  then  in  the 
Asylum,  97  were  thought  by  the  medical  superintendent  to  be  curable,  although  the  reco- 
very of  some  of  this  number  was  considered  very  doubtful,  while  no  less  than  526  were  pro- 
nounced to  be  beyond  hope  of  recovery. 

The  exceptions  to  the  quiet  and  orderly  demeanour  of  the  patients  were  very  few,  and 
were  chiefly  confined  to  the  female  refractory  ward,  and  some  of  the  noisy  demonstrations  there 
were,  doubtless,  in  consequence  of  my  visit.  The  same  thing,  in  a lesser  degree,  was  observ- 
able in  one  of  the  male  wards.  With  these  exceptions  the  patients  were  remarkably  free  from 
excitement. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  patients,  both  in  respect  to  clothing  and  personal  clean- 
liness, was  most  satisfactory.  The  variety  introduced,  in  colour  and  cloth,  in  the.  men’s  clothing^ 
in  place  of  the  unpleasant  uniformity  that  formerly  existed,  has  much  improved  the  appear- 
ance of  the  male  patients.  The  female  patients  in  this  Asylum,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are 
always  neat  and  tidily  dressed.  A few  men,  who  were  destructive  in  their  habits,^had  on  the. 
canvass  dress,  without  having  the  arms  restrained,  and,  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  only  four 
patients  had  their  hands  muffled. 

With  the  exception  of  shoes,  all  the  clothing  is  made  at  the  Asylum  by  the  patients,  with 
the  assistance  of  a tailor  on  the  male  side,  and  one  seamstress  on  the  female  side  of  the  Asylum. 

I hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  report  the  manufacture  of  the  shoes  also. 
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I have,  as  usual,  a good  report  to  make  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Asylum. 
Every  corridor,  dormitory,  and  room  in  the  Establishment  was  examined,  and  found  in  the 
best  possible  order,  and  in  the  highest  state  of  cleanliness  throughout;  and  the  general 
administration  of  its  affairs  is  most  efficient,  and  highly  creditable  to  Dr.  Workman’s 
management. 

I The  short  crop  of  straw  received  from  the  farm,  and  the  consequent  increase  in  the  cost 
I of  providing  a sufficient  quantity  for  the  beds,  which  this  year  amounted  to  $780  48,  sug- 
i gests  the  advisability  of  increasing  the  number  of  hair-mattresses  throughout  the  Asylum.  1 
would  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  to  enable  one  hundred  good,  curled,  hair- 
mattresses  to  be  purchased,  as  well  as  for  additional  furniture  and  furnishings,  according  to 
requisition  transmitted  to  the  Commisioner  of  Public  Works. 

The  general  health  of  the  Asylum  has  been  good  during  the  year,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  cases  of  erysipelas  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Precautionary  measures  were  taken 
by  the  Medical  Superintendent  to  guard  against  the  spread  of  small-pox, ‘should  it,  unfor 
tunately,  be  introduced  into  the  Asylum.  The  Medical  Superintendent  was  assured  that 
any  efforts  of  his  to  keep  the  household  beyond  the  reach  of  contagion  would  be  promptly 
seconded. 

The  total  nuihber  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Asylum  during  the  year  was  148,  viz. — 98 
men  and  50  women.  Of  this  number,  95  were  admitted  by  the  Medical  Superintendent 
under  the  provisions  of  34  Vic.  cap  18,  section  7,  and  the  remaining  53  by  the  warrant  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  number  of  deaths  that  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year 
a little  exceeds  the  previous  twelve  months,  viz. — 27  men  and  11  women. 

The  presence  of  a few  congenital  idiots  in  the  wards  of  the  Asylum,  most  of  whom  were 
transferred  from  gaols,  is  prejudical  to  an  institution  of  this  kind.  I would,  therefore,  re- 
commend their  transfer  to  the  Idiot  Branch  of  the  London  Asylum,  as  soon  as  sufficient  space 
is  provided  at  that  Institution  to  admit  of  this. 

I visited  the  patients’  dining-rooms  frequently  during  my  visits.  The  fare  in  every 
case  was  good  and  abundant,  and  at  most  of  the  tables  very  fair  order  and  decorum  pre- 
vailed. A better  classification  of  the  patients,  however,  if  it  can  be  obtained,  would  be  desi- 
rable. The  total  cost  of  maintaining  the  Asylum  for  the  year  was  $81,281  21.  This  amount, 
however,  includes  the  fuel  supply  of  two  years,  in  consequence  of  the  late  delivery  of  the 
coal  by  the  contractors  last  season.  As  the  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  the  Asylum 
was  617,  these  figures  shew  the  yearly  cost  of  each  patient  to  be  $131  75. 

The  receipts  from  the  payment  of  patients  board  has  increased  from  $3,477  78  in  1866, 
with  472  patients  in  the  Asylum  to  $16,046.28  for  the  present  year  with  617  patients.  The 
total  receipts  from  all  sources  were  as  follows : — ^ 


Paying  Patients $16,046  18  . 

Sundry  Articles  Sold  148  44 

Discounts  5 57 

Bebate  on  Duty  on  Tea  re-bonded  103  18 


$16,303  37 

If  we  deduct  this  amount  from  the  entire  cost  of  the  Asylum,  we  find  that  the  actua. 
cost  to  the  Province  of  maintaining  the  Asylum  for  the  year  was  $64,977.44. 

New  Buildings,  Alterations,  and  Bepairs. 

The  laundry  of  this  Asylum  possesses  few  or  none  of  the  modern  appliances  for  washing, 
mangling,  &c.  The  building  itself  is  very  badly  arranged,  and  the  space  is  entirelv  too 
limited  for  an  Asylum  of  this  size.  In  consequence  of  these  defects  this  important  branch  of 
the  AsyluA  service  is  performed  under  great  difficulties,  and  requires  a greater  number  of 
paid  servants  than  a properly  arranged  laundry  would  require.  Owing  to  the  position  of  the 
inner  walls,  which  are  of  brick,  and  to  the  confined^  space,  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  such 
alterations  as  are  necessary  to  render  it  a convenient  laundry.  I would  therefore  recommend 
that  a new  laundry  be  erected,  and  that  the  present  building  be  given  up  to  the  Bursar  for 
Asylum  stores.  Iffie  rooms  used  for  the  last  named  purpose  are  scattered  over  the  basemen  t 
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corridors  of  the  Asylum,  which  causes  considerable  unnecessary  labour  and  waste  of  time  in 
the  daily  distribution  of  the  stores.  By  this  means  also  at  least  twenty-five  additional  beds 
could  be  made  up  in  the  lower  corridor  for  the  working  patients,  which,  calculated  at  the 
cost  of  Toronto  Asylum  accommodation  per  patient  would  more  than  pay  for  the  new 
laundry. 

A sum  was  voted  by  the  Legislature  during  last  Parliament  for  the  erection  of  new  coal 
and  wood  sheds,  but  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  and  delay  of  fixing  upon  a convenient 
site  the  appropriation  was  allowed  to  lapse,  and  the  buildings  were  not  erected.  Now,  how- 
ever, a site  has  been  determined  upon,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  work  should  be  proceeded 
with  at  once,  especially  as  the  existence  of  the  present  inflammable  sheds  is  a constant  source 
of  danger,  and  as  the  space  occupied  by  them  in  the  quadrangle  is  greatly  needed  for 
ornamentation. 

A farther  appropriation  is  also  required  to  complete  the  stables  and  barns  on  the  new 
farm,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  prepared  in  the  Public  Works  Department,  the  amount 
voted  last  year  not  having  been  found  sufficient.  It  is  also  desirable  that  another  cottage 
should  be  erected  on  the  land  for  the  accommodation  of  the  farm  labourers. 

I would  also  recommmend  that  the  original  design  of  Mr.  Howard,  the  Asylum  Archi- 
tect, for  the  front  entrance  to  the  Asylum,  be  carried  out,  by  the  erection  of  cut  stone  steps  j 
and  columns,  as  shown  in  the  plan.  Having  to  pass  through  the  cellar  in  order  to  get  to  the 
reception  room  of  one  of  the  most  important  public  Institutions  in  the  Province  is,  as  I 
remarked  in  a previous  report,  not  calculated  to  create  a very  favourable  impression  upon 
visitors  or  strangers,  besides  being  very  inconvenient. 

LONDON  ASYLUM. 

Four  inspections  of  this  Asylum  were  made  during  the  year.  My  visit  in  January 
occupied  two  days,  the  10th  and  the  11th.  There  were  then  487  patients  in  residence, 
of  whom  221  were  men  and  266  women.  This  number  of  females  in  residence  left  only 
six  vacancies  on  the  female  side  of  the  house,  and  these  had  been  all  awarded  to  patients 
who  w'^ere  looked  for  daily.  The  patients  were  generally  clean  and  neat  in  their  personal 
appearance  and  were  comfortably  clothed;  nine  patients,  who  were  destructive  in  their 
habits,  had  on  the  canvas  clothing.  With  the  exception  of  a few  very  noisy  and  unruly 
patients  in  the  female  refractory  ward  all  the  rest  were  very  quiet  and  orderly. 

In  the  case  of  two  female  patients  committed  under  the  warrant  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  although  it  could  not  be  certified  that  they  had  been  entirely  restored  to  a sound 
mind,  they  had  so  far  recovered  that  their  mental  condition  would  have  been  much 
improved  by  removal  from  the  Asylum  ; and  a qualified  certificate  having  been  received 
from  the  medical  superintendent  to  that  effect,  their  discharge  was  recommended  and  at 
once  took  place.  Only  four  patients  were  confined  to  bed  during  the  daytime, — two  on 
the  male  and  two  on  the  female  side  of  the  Asylum.  Some  of  the  patients,  chiefly  in 
the  female  corridors,  shewed  a great  disposition  to  lie  down  on  the  floor,  although  com- 
fortable forms  and  seats  are  provided  in  all  the  wards.  This  habit  would  doubtless  be 
overcome  by  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  attendants. 

The  filthy  condition  in  which  patients  are  sometimes  sent  to  Asylums  from  county 
gaols  was  illustrated  in  the  case  of  a patient  who  had  just  been  received.  The  matter 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government,  in  order  that  the  neglect  should  be  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  local  authorities. 

At  my  March  inspection  I made  a most  minute  examination  of  every  part  of  the 
Asylum  with  a view  to  placing  before  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  a detailed  state- 
ment,pf  the  structural  defects  of  this  institution,  which  I did  in  a report  dated  22nd  March, 
1872.  Many  of  these  defects,  which  had  frequently  been  reported  upon  before  had 
become  so  obnoxious  as  to  cause  serious  difficulty  in  the  management  of  the  afifirs  of  the 
Asylum,  as  well  as  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  patients,  to  some  of  which  1 will  now 
briefly  refer. 

In  a report  made  upon  the  condition  of  this  Asylum  on  the  28th  January  1871,  the 
following  words  were  used  respecting  the  ventilation  of  the  building  : If  the  absence  of 

offensive  smells  and  odours  can  be  accepted  as  a proof  of  efficiency  in  the  system  of  ventila- 
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tion,  the  plan  adopted  in  the  London  Asylum  must  he  pronounced  as  perfect  as  it  is 
possible  to  have  this  important  part  of  Asylum  construction.”  This  remark  was  made  on 
an  examination  of  the  building  after  it  had  been  occupied  only  two  months.  I regret  that 
two  yeari  occupation  compels  me  now  to  say  that  if  the  presence  of  the  most  offensive  smells 
and  odours  can  he  taken  as  an  evidence  of  defective  ventilation,  then  the  system  adopted  in  the 
London  Asylum  is  the  worst  that  could  have  been  devised.  Without  expressing  an  opinion 
respecting  the  principle  introduced  in  the  ventilation  of  this  Asylum,  I only  desire  to 
say  that  after  a . careful  observation,  extending  over  eighteen  months,  and  after  many 
visits  to  the  dormitories  and  wards  during  the  day  and  the  night,  I can  only  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  means  now  existing  of  ventilating  the  building  are  utterly  defective 
and  inadequate,  and  that  the  most  urgent  necessity  exists  for  the  introduction  of  a proper 
system.  Should  an  epidemic  appear  in  the  Asylum  at  the  present  time  the  consequences 
could  not  be  but  disastrous. 

The  ordinarily  vitiated  atmosphere  of  the  Institution  is  frequently  rendered  still 
worse  by  a short  supply  of  water  for  sewerage  and  lavatory  purposes.  In  the  months 
of  August  and  September  this  is  attributable  to  the  insufficient  amount  furnished  by  the 
wells  ; rendered  still  more  precarious  by  the  constant  breaking  of  the  pumps  which  supply 
the  tanks.  This  difficulty  will  continue  until  the  sources  of  water  supply  are  increased, 
and  proper  pumps  are  provided.  The  drains  from  the  west  wing  of  the  Asylum  and  the 
yards  leading  into  the  main  sewer  are  continually  choking  up  owing  to  the  small  diameter 
of  the  tile  piping,  and  in  some  instances  to  the  want  of  sufficient  fall.  These  are  the 
more  serious  defects,  but  to  them  should  be  added  many  others.  Owing  to  the  bad  plas- 
tering throughout  the  Asylum,  over  a sixth  of  the  entire  ceiling  surface  has  fallen  down. 
The  wood-work  and  flooring  are  of  the  worst  kind,  both  in  respect  to  material  and  work- 
manship, and  the  painting  generally  throughout  the  Asylum  is  very  inferior.  The  win- 
dows are  so  badly  fitted  that  not  over  a half  of  them  can  be  opened  without  sending  for 
the  carpenter. 

Much  of  the  bad  workmanship  and  the  inferior  quality  of  material  above  referred  to 
did  not  appear  until  the  Asylum  had  been  occupied  for  a considerable  time,  but  now  that 
the  full  extent  of  the  deficiencies  and  defects  are  known,  it  is  most  desirable  that  they 
should  be  remedied  at  once. 

At  my  visit  to  the  Asylum  in  October,  the  Branch  for  idiots  had  been  opened  and 
in  operation  for  over  a month,  consequently  the  number  of  patients  in  residence  had  much 
increased,  and  was  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  males  in  Main  Asylum  230 

“ females  “ “ 264 

“ males  in  Idiot  Branch 19 

“ females  “ “ ...  12 

Total  Number  in  residence 525 


In  addition  to  this  number  two  patients  were  absent  on  probation,  whose  names  still 
remained  on  the  Asylum  roll.  I personally  saw  and  examined  every  patient  in  the  Asy- 
lum at  this  visit.  They  were  all  sufficiently  clothed,  and  with  few  exceptions  were  neat 
and  clean  in  their  appearance.  Not  a single  case  of  mechanical  restraint  was  in  existence  in  \ ^ 
the  Asylum,  one  patient — an  epileptic — who  was  said  to,  be  sometimes  very  violent  was 
confined  in  his  room,  in  consequence  of  a propensity  to  strike  patients,  and  damage  pro- 
perty. The  use  of  the  hand-muffs  in  a case  of  this  kind  might  be  resorted  to  without 
doing  violence  to  the  feelings  of  the  most  advanced  advocate  of  non-restraint,  and  in  my 
opinion  would  be  preferable  to  long  confinement  in  a small  badly  ventilated  room. 

The  inmates  of  the  Idiot  Branch  were  very  clean  and  tidy  in  their  persons  and  had 
all  the  Q#mforts  that  could  be  extended  to  ftiem  under  their  circumstances.  The  great  ne- 
cessity that  exists  for  establishing  a training  school  for  idiotic  and  imbecile  children,  was 
apparent  on  entering  the  wards,  as  no  less  than  eight  of  the  inmates  were  of  the  age  and 
class  who  would  be  greatly  improved  by  instruction  and  training  in  such  an  establish- 
ment. Indiscriminately  mixed  with  adult  idiots  as  they  were  then,  they  will  soon  con- 
tract all  the  habits  and  vicious  propensities  of  the  adults.  Until  such  an  Institution  is 
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provided  the  medical  sui)enntendent  was  instructed  to  effect  as  good  a classification  and 
separation  as  the  limited  space  will  admit  of. 

At  all  my  inspections  of  the  Asylum,  the  female  corridors  were  found  in  the  most 
admirable  order,  and  exceedingly  clean  throughout. 

The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  the  male  side  of  the  Asylum,  although  the  presence 
of  workmen  in  the  corridors  altering  and  repairing  bad  workmanship  is  a constant  source 
of  confusion  and  disorder. 

The  beds  throughout  the  entire  Asylum,  were  scrupulously  clean  and  neatly  and 
tidily  kept,  and  the  bedding  comfortable  and  sufficient.  The  kitchen  and  the  other  do- 
mestic departments  of  the  Asylum  are  always  in  excellent  order. 

The  regularity  and  good  discipline  that  prevails  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  this  Institution  are  most  creditable  to  the  medical  superintendent,  and  his  staff  of 
officers. 

The  operations  of  the  Asylum  for  the  year,  in  respect  to  patients  were  as  follows  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Eemaining  in  the  Asylum  on  the  1st  October,  1871, 
Admitted  during  the  year. 

On  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  warrant  

207 

250 

457 

45 

29 

74 

By  Medical  Certificates  

34 

35 

69 

Total  number  under  treatment 

. 286 

314 

600 

Disposed  of  as 

follows  : — 

Men. 

Women. 

Discharged 

cured 

. 20 

17 

u 

Improved 

2 

5 

(( 

Unimproved.., 

1 

. 0 

Died  

11 

16 

Eloped  

3 

1 

Total  number  of  patients  I’emaining  in  Asylum 
the  30th  September,  1872 


Total. 

37 

7 


1 

27 

4 


— 37 

39 

76 

on 

...  249 

275 

524 

The  books  of  the  Asylum  were  examined  and  found  to  be  correctly  and  neatly  kept. 
Mr.  Mathison,  since  his  appointment  to  the  position  of  Bursar,  has  discharged  his  duties 
in  the  most  efficient  manner. 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  year  amount  to  $62,938.21.  This  sum,  however,  in- 
cludes several  accounts,  which  should  have  been  paid  out  of  last  year’s  appropriation 
amounting  to  over  $3,000. 

The  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  the  Asylum  was  486.  It  would  thus  appear 
that  the  yearly  cost  of  each  patient  was  $129  24. 

The  sum  of  $2,749-08  was  received  from  the  board  of  paying  patients,  and  other 
sources  as  follows  : — 


Received  from  paying  patients. $2,47 6 36 

Articles  sold ...  272  74 


$2,749  10 


The  receipts  from  paying  patients,  although  still  very  much  below  what  th^  should 
be,  were  more  than  double  the  amount  obtained  the  previous  year.  Deducting  the 
revenue  from  the  gross  expenditure,  we  find  that  the  actual  cost  to  the  Province  of 
maintaining  the  Asylum  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  was  $60,189*11. 

The  farm  accounts  were  examined  and  exhibit,  considering  the  unfavourable  season, 
a very  fair  result  for  the  years  operations  : — 


/ 
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The  value  of  farm  products  consumed  in  the  Asylum  was |6,850 

And  of  the  garden  1,500 

$8,350 

The  cost  of  labour,  seed,  &c.,  was 5,016 

Shewing  a balance  to  the  credit  of  farm  operations  of $3,334 


As  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  accurate  information  respecting  farm  operations,  the 
Bursar  was  instructed  to  open  a farm  account,  charging  all  expenses,  and  crediting  all  ^ 
receipts  in  the  same  manner  as  in  a personal  account. 

I would  most  respectfully  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  from  the  Legislature 
for  the  following  new  buildings,  additions,  alterations  and  repairs  ; — 

1st.  Eight  cottages,  in 'groups  of  four  each,  according  to  sketch  plan  furnished  by 
Dr.  Landor,  for  96  chronic  insane,  to  be  removed  from  the  wards  of  the  main  Asylum, 
vAth  the  requisite  out-houses,  fencing,  ornamenting,  Ac.  Furniture  and  furiAshings  for 
the  same. 

2nd.  Wing  additions  to  the  Idiot  Asylum,  to  give  additional  space  for  sixty 
idiots,  with  increased  kitchen^and  store-room  space,  and  a dwelling  house  for  an  assistant 
physician.  Furniture  and  furnishing  for  the  same. 

3rdj  Six  cottages  for  the  employees  of  the  Asylum,  with  out-houses,  fencing,  wells, 
cisterns,  &c.,  &c. 

4th.  Extension  to  the  bakery,  35  feet  long  by  22  feet  wide,  with  an  additional  fire 
brick  oven. 

5th.  A mortuary. 

6th.  Improvement  of  the  Asylum  ventilation  and  drainage  ; increasing  the  water 
supply,  and  completing  the  fire  protection  arrangements,  including  a house  for  the  engine 
and  hose. 

7th.  Alterations  to  some  of  the  Asylum  windows,  plastering  the  ceilings,  relaying 
floors,  and  painting  the  Asylum  throughout. 

8th.  Planting,  gravelling,  levelling,  and  general  ornamentation,  and  draining  the 
grounds  in  rear  of  the  Asylum. 

ROCKWOOB  ASYLUM,  KINGSTON. 

I visited  this  Asylum  on  the  1 7th  of  August  for  the  purpose  of  seeing,  and  person- 
ally examining  the  patients  sent  to  the  Asjdum  by  the  Government  of  Ontario,  under  the 
arrangement  made  with  the  Dominion  Government.  At  my  visit  the  total  number  of 
patients  in  the  Asylum  was  376,  of  whom  340  were  Ontario  patients  ; thirty- five  were 
insane  convicts,  who  were  received  from  the  Kingston  penitentiary,  supported  by  the 
Dominion  Government^and  one  was  admitted  under  the  provisions  of  34  Vic.,  cap.  18, 
sec.  7.,  without  the  consent  of  the  Ontario  Government. 

The  340  patients  supported  by  Ontario  comprised  170  of  each  sex.  Three  hundred 
and  twenty  five  of  the  number  were  transferred  by  warrant  from  the  various  gaols  of 
the  Province  ; one  was  received  from  the  Penetanguishene  Reformatory,  and  fifteen  had 
been  convicts  sentenced  from  various  courts  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  to  confinement  in 
the  Kingston  Penitentiary,  and  who,  having  become  insane  during  custody  there,  were 
transferred  to  this  xAsylum.  The  term  of  sentence  of  these  insane  prisoners  having- 
expired,  they  being  still  of  unsound  mind,  are  looked  upon  by  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, from  the  fact  that  they  were  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  from  this  Province,  as 
Ontario  patients,  and  charged  accordingljr.  This  decision  of  the  Dominion  Government 
certainly  appears  to  be  fair,  but  as  there  are  seven  patients  in  the  Asylum  received  under 
similar  circumstances  from  Quebec,  having  been  sentenced  from  the  courts  of  that  Pro- 
vince, it  is  but  right  that  the  decision  should  equally  apply  to  these  cases,  which,  I am 
informed  is  not  the  case. 

I saw  every  one  of  the  Ontario  patients,  and  conversed  with  many  of  them.  Both 
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their  general  appearance  and  bodily  state  gave  evidence  that  they  were  in  possession  of 
all  the  comforts  that  could  be  extended  to  them  under  the  circumstances. 

They  were  all  well  and  comfortably  clothed,  and  their  beds  were  scrupulouslj  clean 
and  very  comfortable.  The  dietaries  of  the  Asylum  were  ample,  and  the  food  was  of  the 
best  and  most  wholesome  kind.  No  better  proof  could  be  furnished  of  the  devoted  and 
humane  attention  of  Dr.  Dickson,  the  medical  superintendent,  to  his  patients,  than  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  welcomed  by  them  in  passing  through  the  wards  of  the  Asylum 
with  me.  The  cleanliness,  order  and  good  discipline  that  prevails  throughout  the  Institu- 
tion furnishes  abundant  evidence  of  its  efficient  management. 

The  movements  and  operations  of  the  Asylum,  in  respect  of  Ontario  patients^  for 
the  official  year  ending  30th  September,  are  shewn  in  the  following  summary  : — 


• Men.  Women.  Total. 

Number  of  Ontario  patients  in  the  Asylum  on  1st 

October,  1871  179  133  312 

Admissions  during  the  year 9 51  GO 

Total  number  under  treatment  188  184  372 


Disposal  of  the  same  : — 


Discharged  cur^jd 6 

Died  


Ontario  patients  remaining  in  the  Asy- 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

6 

7 

13 

10 

11 

21 

16 

18 

34 

172 

166 

338 

The  following  table  shews  the  former  places  of  abode  of  these  338  patients  : — 


County  Brant 7 

“ Bruce 4 

“ Carleton 23 

“ Elgin  2 

‘‘  Essex 3 

“ Frontenac  35 

‘‘  Grey 5 

“ Haldimand 4 

Halton 1 

“ Hastings 16 

“ Huron  2 

“ Kent 2 

Lambton  ....  6 

Leeds  and  Grenville 7 

“ Lanark  12 

“ Lennox  and  Addington 8 

“ Lincoln  6 

“ Middlesex  7 

“ Norfolk  3 

“ Northumberland  and  Durham  12 

“ Ontario 14 

Carried  forward  179 


Brought  forward 179 

County  Oxford  7 

‘‘  Peel 4 

“ Perth 5 

“ Peterborough 5 

“ Prescott  and  Bussell 2 

“ Prince  Edward  5 

Eenfrew 7 

‘‘  Simcoe 4 

“ Stormont,  Dundas  & Glengarry  24 

‘‘  Victoria 6 

“ Waterloo  7 

“ Welland 5 

“ Wellington 3 

“ Wentworth  7 

“ York  38 

Kingston  Penitentiary 15 

Toronto  Asylum 10 

Malden  Asylum 4 

Penetanguishene  Beformatory 1 


338 


The  follow  table  shews  the  Nativity,  Beligion  and  Social  Condition  of  Ontario  patients, 
in  Bockwood  Asylum,  30th  September,  1872  — * 


( 
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Nativity. 


Total, 

Americans,  United  States 1 

American  Indians * 1 

Canadians 129 

English 35 

Germans  22 

Irish  114 

Scotch  30 

Not  returned 6 


Religion. 

Baptists  

Episcopalians 

Lutherans  

Methodists 

Plymouth  Brethren 

Presbyterians 

Roman  Catholics 

Not  returned 


338 


Total. 

14 

76 

17 

62- 

1 

52 

105 

11 


338 


Social  Condition. 


Married 151 

Single 182 

Not  reported  5 


338 


Since  Confederation  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  patients  have  been  under  treatment 
in  Rockwood  Asylum,  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

The  following  summary  shews  the  entire  operations  of  the  Asylum  in  this  respect : — 


Number  of  patients  remaining  in  the  Asylum  chargeable 

to  Ontario  on  the  1st  July,  1867 

Admissions  since  that  date  to  the  30th  Sept.,  1872.. 

Total  number  admitted 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

89 

29 

118 

211 

205 

416 

300 

234 

534 

These  patients  were  disposed  i 

of  as 

follows 

1 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Died  

70 

40 

no 

Discharged  

56 

27 

83 

Eloped  

2 

0 

2 

Transferred 

0 

1 

1 

' 

128 

68 

196 

Number  remaining  in  the  Asylum 

on  the  30th  September,  1872., 

,.172 

166 

338 

Of|^he  one  hundred  and  eighteen  patients  that  were  in  the  Asylum  on  the  1st  July, 
1867,  chargeable  to  Ontario,  seventy-eight  still  remain  in  residence,  twenty-eight  died. 
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and  only  twelve  were  discharged  cured.  The  fact  that  after  a period  of  over  five  years' 
only  twelve  out  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  patients  have  been  restored  to  a sound 
mind,  shows  clearly  that  the  great  proportion  of  the  number  were,  when  admitted,  incurable 
lunatics. 

The  following  table  shews  tlie  former  place  of  abode  of  the  534  patients  supported  by 
Ontario  ; — 


Algoma ....  2 

Brant  10 

Bruce 4 

Carleton  43 

Elgin  , 3 

Essex  3 

Frontenac  ? 58 

Grey 9 

Haldimand  6 

Halton 1 

Hastings 26 

Huron  9 

Kent 2 

Lambton  7 

Lanark 18 

Leeds  and  Grenville 12 

Lennox  and  Addington  12 

Lincoln  12 

Middlesex 10 

Norfolk 9 

Northumberland  and  Durham 20 


Carried  forward 276 


Brought  forward 276 

Ontario  22 

Oxford 10 

Peel 8 

Perth 11 

Peterboro’ 9 

Prescott  and  Bussell 6 

Prince  Edward 8 

Renfrew — • H 

Simcoe  10 

Stormont,  Dundas,  and  Glengarry 33 

Victoria  10 

Waterloo H 

Welland  7 

Wellington  5 

Wentworth 12 

York 46 

Malden  Asylum 5 

Provincial  Lunatic  Asylum 15 

Provincial  Penitentiary 18 

Penetanguishene  Reformatory 1 


534 


In  closing  my  remarks  upon  this  Asylum  I would  again  presume  to  repeat  the 
recommendations  contained  in  my  report  of  last  year,  respecting  the  advisability  of  the 
Province  purchasing  Rockwood  Asylum  from  the  Dominion  Government. 

As  the  establishment  is  at  present  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Dominion 
Government,  the  arrangement  that  now  exists  for  sending  Ontario  patients  to  it  is 
practically  the  ^‘farming  system  ” of  maintaining  lunatics,  and  that  too  without  the  su'pervision 
and  direction  of  the  Government,  which  pays  for  such  maintenance,  and  which  alone  is  respon- 
sible for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  patients.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  this  Asy- 
lum should  come  under  the  control  of  the  Government  of  Ontario  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

1st.  The  requirements  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Province  render  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  an  Asylum  for  the  reception  of  insane  under  the  ordinary  process ; at  pre- 
sent no  admissions  are  awarded  to  Rockwood,  except  under  the  warrant  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and  then  the  lunatic  must  first  be  committed  to  the  Common  Gaol. 

2nd.  The  connection  that  exists  between  the  Penitentiary  and  this  Asylum,  both  in 
the  reception  of  criminal  lunatics  from  that  penal  institution,  and  in  the  same  authority 
having  control  of  both  is  prejudicial  to  the  well-being  of  an  Asylum  for  the  insane ; and 
the  fact  that  it  is  known  as  a Criminal  Asylum,”  is  not  calculated  to  sooth  the  feelings 
of  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate  inmates. 

3rd.  The  difiiculty  of  looking  after  the  property  and  estate  of  insane  persons,  as 
well  as  the  desirability  of  having  uniformity  of  administration  in  every  Asylum  in  the 
Province. 

4th.  The  fact  that,  out  of  376  lunatics  in  Rockwood  Asylum  on  the  30th  September, 
340  are  supported  and  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

5th.  The  present  system  of  paying  a certain  amount  per  head  for  the  maintenance 
of  insane,  is  open  to  serious  objection,  as  encouraging  what  is  known  as  the  “farming 
system,”  which  is  liable  to  abuses  of  every  description.  ^ 
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ASYLUM  EXPENDITURE. 

Statement  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1872. 


Medical  Department : 

Medicines 277  37 

Medical  comforts  and  appliances 51  14 

Beer,  spirits,  and  wine 2,016  65 

2,345  16 

Household  Expenses  {Food) : 

Butcher’s  meat 9,829  66 

Fowls 324  15 

Flour 7,919  50 

Butter 3,766  60 

Cheese 39  93 

Barley,  rice,  peas,  and  meal  1,051  88 

Coffee  709  02 

Eggs 153  86 

Fruit 131  69 

Fish 506  21 

Salt,  pepper,  mustard,  and  vinegar 228  60 

Sugar...  3,047  51 

Tea ^ 1,939  40 

T 29,648  01 

Bedding  and  clothing  : 

Bedding  and  clothing  «... 3,036  35 

Shoes 700  80 

3,737  15 

Fuel,  light,  scruhUng,  and  cleaning : 

Fuel 15,245  11 

. -tGas 2,204  00 

Oil 167  70 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops 264  86 

Bathbrick,  blacklead,  and  blacking ...  22  45 

Matches  6 50 

Soap 268  91 

Laundry 648  90 


18,828  43 


Miscellaneous  ; 

t 

Advertising  and  printing 133  47 

Stationery  29  90 

Furniture  383  80 

Crockery  and  glass-ware 32  70 

Postage,  telegraph,  and  express  154  54 

Feed  and  fodder  ...  292  42 

Farm 663  93 

R^airs 1,755  63 


Brought  forward 

Interments 

Improvements ... 

Incidentals 

Amusements 

Clergyman’s  cab-hire  

Furnaces  

Engine-house  

Tobacco 

Law  expenses  

Draining  

Ice  

Library 

Farm  tools 

Eecovery  of  elopers 

Straw  :. 

Fencing  farm 

Freight 

Removal  of  patients 

Potatoes 

Officers’  travelling  expenses 
Salaries  and  wages  


163 

37 

$133 

00 

84 

98 

87 

59 

115 

29 

79 

00 

112 

92 

154 

60 

361 

98 

15 

60 

162 

98 

60 

00 

13 

00 

52 

74 

29 

40 

780 

48 

97 

04 

18 

55 

20 

45 

341 

56 

85 

70 

20,470 

03 

- 26,722  46 


181,281  21 

Statement  of  the  Expenditure  of  the^sylum  for  the  Insane,  London,  for  the  year 
•ended,  30th  September,  1872.  * 


Medical  Department : 


Medicines,  medical  comforts  and  appliances 116  24 

Beer,  wine  and  spirits . 1,533  12 


Household  Expenses  ( Food  ) : 

Soda  biscuits 15  83 

Butcher’s  meat 5,730  68 

Flour 5,196  08 

Butter 2,142  30 

Barley,  rice,  peas  and  meal 708  04 

Coffee 364  78 

Cheese  46  03 

Eggs  181  96 

Fruit 367  12 

Fish... 310  45 

Salt,  pepper,  mustard  and  vinegar 185  79 

Syrup  and  sugar 2,152  36 

Tea 882  69 

Fowl  36  00 

Vegetables,  beans  and  potatoes 3^  07 


Bedding  and  Clothing : 

Bedding  and  clothing 5,918  27 

Shoes  1,036  15 


1,649  36 


18,350  18 


6,954  42 


Carried  Forward 


26,943  96 
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Brought  forward 26,953  96 

Fuel,  Light,  Scrubbing  and  Cleaning : 

Fuel 6,274  60 

Gas,  oil,  and  candles  1,409  63 

Brushes,  brooms  and  mops 127  10 

Bathbricks,  blacklead  and  blacking  17  20 

Matches 10  00 

Soap , 870  32 

Laundry 322  12 

9,030  97 

Miscellaneous : ‘ 

Advertising  and  printing 293  01 

Stationery 130  69 

Furniture 425  04 

Crockery  and  glassware 60  57 

Postage,  telegraph  and  express 212  94 

Feed  and  fodder  559  50 

Farm 1,883  62 

Ice 133  90 

Customs  duties 28  00 

Officers’  travelling  expenses  222  63 

Eloping,  recovering  31  12 

Freight  163  72 

Incidentals 134  64  % 

Interments 209  00 

Eemoval  of  patients 4 00 

Kepairs 2,309  59 

Amusement  and  instruction  253  61 

Farm  Stock 1,353  60 

Rent  and  taxes  121  90 

Hardware  and  tinware i 691  23 

Tobacco  and  pipes 307  95 

Clergyman’s  cab-hire 80  00 

9,610  26 

Salaries  and  wages 17,343  02 


$62,938  21 


Asylum  Estimates  for  1873. 

Estimate  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  Toronto,  for  the  year 
commencing  1st  January  and  ending  31st  December  1873.  (For  640  patients.) 


- Medicines  and  medical  comforts  — 327  00 

Butcher’s  meat..... 10,520  00 

Flour ^ 9,100  00 

Butter 4,070  00 

Beer,  wine  and  spirits 1,950  00 

General  groceries 8,000  00 

33,640  00 

Fuel  10,400  00 

Gas  and  oil 2,400  00 


Carried  forward, 46,767  00 
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Brought  fonvard. 


Bedding  and  clothing 
Furniture  and  furnishings  .. 
Laundry,  soap  and  cleaning. 

Farm,  feed  and  fodder 

Miscellaneous 

Eepairs  and  alterations  


No.  of  Officers 
and  Employees. 


Salaries  and  Wages : 

Medical  superintendent  

Assistant  do.  

Clinical  assistant  

Bursar 

2 Student  assistants 2 

Steward  

Matron 

Assistant  matron  


Engineer  

Assistant  Engineer 


Porter  or  messenger  

Baker  

Tailor  

Farmer  

Ploughman  

Night  watchers 

Chief  attendants 

Ordinary  male  attendants 22 


Females : 

Ordinary  female  attendants. 


Laundresses 


Seamstress. 


1 ......  . 

. 2,000  00 

1 

. 1,000  00 

1 

300  00 

1 

..  1,400  00 

9! 

200  00 

I 

600  00 

I 

400  00 

1 

192  00 

1 

740  00 

1 

432  00 

2 

480  00 

2 

,.  1,050  00 

2 

432  00 

1 

240  00 

1 

288  00 

1 

264  00 

1 

240  00 

1 

216  00 

3 

648  00 

3 

792  00 

22  

. 4,632  00 

23  

,.  1,968  00 

3 

360  00 

8 

732  00 

7 

612  00 

6 

468  00 

1 

108  00 

98 


46,767 

6,000 

1,000 

1,500 

1,500 

1,600 

2,000 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


20,794  00 
)8L161  00 


Estimate  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London,  for  the  year 
commencing  1st  January  and  ending  31st  December,  1873.  (For  600  patients,  which 
includes  the  estimated  expenditure  of  the  Idiot  Asylum.) 

Medicines  and  medical  comforts 300  00 

Butcher’s  meat.. 8,500  00 

Flour 7,500  00 

Butter .3,000  00 

Beer,  wine  and  spirits I,7o0  00 

General  groceries ' 7,500  00 

28,250  00 

Fuel  7,500  00 

Gas  and  oil 2,000  00 

Bedding  and  clothing 6,000  00 

# - ______ 

Carried  fonvard 44,050  00 
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Brought  forward 

Misceellaneous  {continued)  : 


Furniture  and  furnishings  

Laundry  and  soap  ...  

Farm,  feed  and  fodder 

Eepairs  and  alterations  

No.  of  Officers. 

Salaries  and  Wages : and  Employees. 

Medical  sup'erintendent  1 

Assistant  do.  1 

Bursar 1 

Steward  1 

• Matron 1 

Engineer 1 

Assistant  Engineer 1 

Stokers  (1  Idiot  Asylum)  2 

Carpenter  ...  1 

Gardener 1 

Assistant  gardener 1 

Butcher 1 

Porter  or  messenger 1 

Baker 1 

Tailor 1 

Farmer 1 

Ploughmen  3 

Night  Watchers 2 

Chief  attendants  4 

Ordinary  male  attendants 16  

Cowman 1 .... 

Females  : 

Chief  attendants 3 .... 

Ordinary  female  attendants  17  .... 

Night  attendants 2 .... 

Cooks  3 .... 

Laundresses 4 

Housemaids..  6 

Dairymaid 1 .... 

Seamstress 1 .... 
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$44,050  00 


1,000  00 

800  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 


2,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,200  00 
600  00 
400  00 
740  00 
400  00 
432  00 
500  00 
400  00 
216  00 
192  00 
192  00 
300  00 
264  00 
340  00 
d,008  00 
432  00 
1,020  00 
3,216  00 
216  00 


540  00 
1,524  00 
240  00 
420  00 
432  00 
504  00 
96  00 

120  00  18,944  00 


$70,794  00 


« 
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« 

ASYLUM  FOR  INEBRIATES. 


Having  received  Instructions  from  the  Government  to  collect  information  in 
regard  to  Inebriate  Asylums,  and  if  necessary  to  visit  some  of  these  establishments  in  the 
United  States,  in  order,  by  personal  inspection,  to  ascertain  the  class  of  buildings  required 
and  tlieir  general  arrangement,  and  to  inform  myself  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment,  domes- 
tic management  and  general  results,  I now  have  the  honour  to  present  for  the  informa- 
tion of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  result  of  my  enquiries  and  obser- 
vations in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Of  the  prevalence  and,  in  many  communities  at  least,  the  apparent  increase  of  drunk- 
enness in  this  Province,  it  is  hardly  necessary  here  to  write  at  length,  nor  need  I at 
present  more  than  barely  allude  to  the  baneful  consequences  of  this  habit  to  individuals 
and  to  communities  at  large.  The  existence  and  extent  of  this  crying  social  evil  are 
already  sufficiently  well  known.  It  is  enough  for  our  present  purpose  to  note  the  fact 
that  existing  laws  and  institutions  have  proved  lamentably  inadequate  to  repress  or 
control  the  evil  of  drunkenness  ; and  that  a conviction  that  this  is  the  case  has  taken  pos- 
session of  the  public  mind.  Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  obviously  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  consider  whether  some  other  means  may  not  be  taken  to  check  the 
great  and  probably  growing  curse  of  inebriacy.  And  the  experience  of  other  countries  as 
well  as  the  testimony  of  many  of  the  highest  authorities  on  this  subject  in  the  medical 
profession  seems  to  indicate  the  class  of  institutions  known  as  Inebriate  Asylums  as  the 
best  means  that  can  be  adopted  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  Eeport  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons to  enquire  into  the  best  plan  for  the  control  and  management  of  habitual  drunkards, 
(a  document  to  which  we  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  refer,  and  a considerable  part  of 
which  will  be  incorporated  in  this  report),  it  is  stated  : That  it  is  in  evidence  as  well 

“ from  those  who  have  conducted  and  are  still  conducting  reformatories  for  inebriates  in 
“ Great  Britain,  as  from  those  who  are  managers  of  similar  institutions  in  America,  that 
“ sanitoria  or  inebriate  reformatories  are  producing  considerable  good  in  effecting  amend- 
“ ment  and  cures  in  those  who  have  been  treated  in  them.”  “ The  average  number  of 
“ cures  is  stated  to  be  from  33  to  40  per  cent,  of  the  admissions,  this  percentage  being 
“ based  on  subsequent  inquiry,  from  which  the  cures  appear  to  be  as  complete  and  per- 
manent  as  in  any  other  form  of  disease  mental  or  physical.”  Ur.  Willard  Parker,  of 
Hew  York,  in  an  essay  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  cure  of 
Inebriates,  held  in  November,  1871,  makes  the  following  important  statement  : — “ Ine- 
“ briate  Asylums  have  taught  us  that  inebriety  is  curable  ; that  the  depraved  appetite  is 
“ overcome,  as  the  diseased  condition  on  which  it  depends  is  removed,  and  in  many  cases 
“ the  cure  is  radical  and  permanent.”  This  opinion  of  a distinguished  American  physician 
as  to  the  curability  of  inebriacy  and  as  to  the  expediency  of  treating  it  in  Asylums  de- 
signed expressly  for  that  purpose  is  borne  out  by  the  testimony  of  many  other  eminent 
physicians,  from  the  U nited  States  and  Great  Britain,  who  appeared  before  the  committee 
above  referred  to — including  such  high  authorities  as  Dr.  James  Crichton  Browne,  Dr. 
Alexander  Peddie  and  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow. 
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The  statements  and  opinions  which  have  been  here  cited  are  sufficient  to  prove  that 
the  plan  of  treating  drunkenness  as  a disease,  and  of  establishing  hospitals  for  its  cure  or 
amelioration  is  not  chimerical  or  impracticable,  but  is  one  which  gives  greater  promise  of 
success  than  any  other  that  can  be  adopted,  and  which  therefore  demands  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  Government. 

I say  the  serious  con^deration  of  Government  ; for  it  seems  clearly  right  that  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution  in  this  Province,  should  be  undertaken  by  Govern- 
ment instead  of  being  left  to  private  enterprise  and  benevolence.  For,  in  the  first  place,  it 
is  altogether  probable  that  in  the  latter  case  such  an  institution  would  not  be  established 
at  all.  The  information  possessed  by  the  public  upon  this  subject  is  as  yet  extremely 
meagre — sufficient  perhaps  to  have  awakened  a good  degree  of  interest  in  it,  but  quite  in- 
sufficient to  induce  practical  effort  and  to  call  forth  the  requisite  funds.  Besides  this 
the  work  would  be  better  done  by  the  Government  than  by  any  private  individual  or 
company.  All  the  needs  of  such  an  establishment  in  regard  to  its  buildings  and  their 
appointments  and  to  the  securing  of  the  best  officers  and  ser slants  would  thus  be  more  ge- 
nerously supplied,  its  management  and  supervision  would  be  more  thorough,  and  the 
rights  of  the  subject  would  be  more  carefully  guarded.  And  last  of  all  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  an  Asylum  of  this  character  falls  within  the  true  sphere  and  work  of 
the  Government.  It  would  be  pre-eminently  an  institution  of  public  utility,  as  the  evil 
against  which  it  would  contend  is  pre-eminently  a public  burden  and  calamity.  The  degree 
of  disease,  idiocy,  insanity  and  crime  directly  and  indirectly  caused  by  drunkenness,  and  the 
extent  of  the  pecuniary  expenditure  out  of  the  public  funds  together  with  the  decrease 
and  limitation  of  the  general  wealth  thus  occasioned  are  simply  incalculable. 

Tliis  duty  of  providing  reformatories  for  inebriates  seems  even  more  clearly  to  de- 
volve upon  the  Provincial  Government  when  we  consider  that  a considerable  annual  re- 
venue is  derived  from  licenses  for  the  sale  of  liquor,  and  paid  into  the  Provincial  Treasury. 

What  could  be  more  appropriate  and  just  than  that  a part  of  the  public  money  re- 
ceived from  that  source  should  be  devoted  to  the  remedy  and  control  of  the  great  evil  of 
intemperance  ? 

In  speaking  of  the  practicability  of  Inebriate  Asylums,  allusion  was  made  to  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countries  on  this  subject.  In  Great  Britain,  there  appear  to  be  a con- 
siderable number  of  institutions  for  the  cure  of  inebriacy,  but  so  far  as  I am  aware  there 
are  as  yet  none  in  that  country  that  were  established  and  are  managed  by  the  State.  They 
are  all  owned  and  carried  on  by  individuals  or  corporations.  But  the  question  of  the 
establishment  of  State  Inebriate  Asylums  has  already  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  Par- 
liament, and  of  the  country.  In  February,  1872,  a Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  appointed  “ to  inquire  into  the  best  plan  for  the  control  and  management 
“ of  Habitual  Drunkards.”  This  committee  instituted  a most  thorough  and  exhaustive 
investigation  of  the  subject,  and  received  evidence  and  information  regarding  it  from 
more  than  30  witnesses — comprising  eminent  physicians.  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  Police 
Officers,  and  managers  of  Inebriate  Asylums  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  Eeport  of  their  proceedings  is  upon  the  whole  favourable  to  the  scheme  now  under 
consideration  ; indeed  they  actually  recommend  that  reformatories  for  inebriates  be  pro- 
vided by  the  State.  The  precise  character  of  their  recommendations  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  extract  from  their  report — which,  besides,  contains  much  valuable  informa- 
tion on  this  general  subject.  It  need  hardly  be  remarked  that  some  of  the  suggestions 
and  statements  contained  in  this  extract  are  inapplicable  to  this  country.  . 

‘‘  The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  best  Plan  for  the  Control  and 
“ Management  of  Habitual  Drunkards;—  Have  considered  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and 
“ have  agreed  to  the  following  Eeport  : — 

‘‘  That  there  is  entire  concurrence  of  all  the  witnesses  in  the  absolute  inadequacy  of 
“ existing  laws  to  check  drunkenness,  whether  casual  or  constant  ; rendering  it  desirable  that 
“fresh  legislation  on  the  subject  should  take  place,  and  that  the  laws  should  be  made  more 
“simple,  uniform,  and  stringent. 

“ This  is  the  more  requisite,  as  there  is  much  evidence  to  show  that  in  large  towms  and 
“ populous  districts,  the  great  evil  of  drunkenness  is  on  the  increase,  attributed  in  some 
“measure  to  the  higher  wages  and  shortened  hours  of  labour.  This  does  not  appear  to  bo 
“ equally  true  of  agricultural  districts  and  populations. 
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That  small  fines  and  short  imprisonments  are  proved  to  be  useless,  as  well  by  the 
‘Hestimony  of  competent  witnesses,  as  by  the  fact  that  the  same  individual  is  convicted 
“over  and  over  again,  to  even  more  than  100  times. 

“ That  drunkenness  is  the  prolific  parent  of  crime,  disease,  and  poverty,  has  received 
“much  additional  confirmation.  It  is  in  evidence  that  a large  proportion  of  tlie  criminah 
“ passing  through  our  gaols  attributed  their  fall  to  drink,  one  witness  having  stated 
“the  amount  as  equal  to  75  per  cent,  in  a particular  gaol;  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  insanity 
“recorded  in  Great  Britain,  and  about  14  per  cent,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  j 
“ are  placed  to  the  same  cause  ; and  nearly  one-half  of  the  idiots  in  the  latter  country 
“ are  stated  to  be  the  offspring  of  intemperate  parents. 

“ That  occasional  drunkenness  may,  and  very  frequently  does,  become  confirmed  and 
“ habitual,  and  soon  passes  into  the  condition  of  a disease  uncontrollable  by  the  individual, 
“unless  indeed  some  extraneous  influence,  either  punitive  or  curative,  is  brought  into  play. 

“ That  self-control  is  suspended  or  annihilated  ; moral  obligations  are  disregarded  ; 

“ the  decencies  of  private  and  the  duties  of  public  life  are  alike  set  at  nought ; and  indivi- 
“ duals  obey  only  an  overwhelming  craving  for  stimulant  to  which  everything  is  sacrificed. 

“ That  this  is  confined  to  no  class,  condition,  or  sex,  and  hardly  to  any  age. 

“ That  the  moderate  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  is  unattended  by  any  bad  effects,  while 
“ there  is  much  to  prove  that  excess  in  ardent  spirits  is  far  more  deleterious  than  similar 
“ excess  in  wine  or  beer.  There  are  also  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  some  consider- 
“ able  amount  of  helpless  drunkenness  and  frenzied  intoxication  is  due  to  adulteration,  or  to 
“the  use  of  new  spirits  containing  substances  of  the  nature  of  ethers. 

“ That  it  is  in  evidence  that  there  is  a very  large  amount  of  drunkenness  among  all 
“ classes  and  both  sexes,  which  never  hecomes  ^uUic,  or  is  dealt  with  by  the  authorities,  but 
“ which  is  probably  even  a more  fertile  source  of  misery,  poverty,  and  degradation  than 
“that  which  comes  before  the  police  courts;  for  this  no  legal  remedy  exists,  and  without 
“ further  legislation  it  must  go  on  unchecked.  Legislation  in  such  cases  was  strongly 
“ advocated  by  all  the  witnesses  before  the  Committee. 

“ That  the  absence  of  all  power  to  check  the  downward  course  of  a drunkard,  and  the 
“ urgent  necessity  of  providing  it,  has  been  dwelt  upon  by  nearly  every  witness ; and  the 
^Hegal  control  o/an  habitual  inebriate,  either  in  a reformatory  or  in  a private  dwelling,  is 
“ recommended,  in  the  belief  that  many  cases  of  death  resulting  from  intoxication,  includ- 
“ ing  suicides  and  homicides,  may  thus  be  prevented. 

“ That  this  power  is  obtained  easily,  at  moderate  cost,  and  free  from  the  danger  of 
“abuse  and  undue  infringement  of  personal  liberty,  has  been  stated  in  evidence,  by 
“ quotations  from  American  and  Canadian  Statutes  (Question  2620)  as  well  as  by  the  wit- 
“ nesses  from  America. 

“ That  though  the  habit  of  frequent  or  prolonged  intoxication  leads  in  the  end  to  in- 
“ sanity,  yet  there  is  a difference  between  the  paroxysm  of  intoxication  and  insanity  proper, 

“ so  distinct  as  to  forbid  the  plea,  in  bar  of  punishment,  that  an  offence  was  committed 
“ while  drunk  ; still,  placing  inebriates  in  lunatic  Asylums  (except  for  a very  brief  period, 

“ e.g.,  during  a paroxysm  of  delirium  tremens)  is  improper,  and  should  not  be  allowed.  The 
“ presence  of  recovering  inebriates  in  an  ordinary  hospital  for  the  insane  is  prejudicial  to  the  i 
“other  inmates  in  various  important  particulars,  while  the  discipline  and  diet  needed  for  f 
“ the  insane  is  unsuitable  for  the  convalescing  inebriate. 

“ ‘ That  after  three  convictions,’  for  drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct  within  twelve 
“ months,  the  magistrates  should  be  empowered  to  require  the  offender  to  find  a surety  or 
“ sureties  for  sobriety  and  good  conduct  for  a fixed  period,  and  in  default  of  the  same,  or 
“ in  case  the  surety  is  forfeited  by  a fresh  offence,  then  to  sentence  the  offender  to  a consi- 
“ derable  period  of  detention  in  an  industrial  reformatory  for  inebriates  as  hereafter  recom- 
“ mended.  The  system  of  sureties  has  been  applied  with  excellent  results  in  Sheffield  ; and"; 
“ though  it  appears  practicable  under  the  common  law,  it  would  be  well  to  repeal  the  old  1 
“ statutes  and  enact  new.  || 

“ There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  such  a measure  would  not  only  have  much  i 
“ restrictive  influence  on  the  drunkard,  but  would  bring  the  efforts  of  relatives  and  friends,™ 
“ and  especially  of  the  surety,  into  active  exercise. 

“ That  all  fines  and  convictions  should  be  registered  and  recorded  in  the  Drunkards 
“Kegister,  and  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  should  have  the  power  of  estreating  the  recog! 
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nisances,  when  forfeited,  without  being  obliged  to  resort  to  the  present  slow  and  expen- 
‘‘  sive  mode  of  recovery. 

“ That  when  an  offender  has  been  called  upon  to  find  sureties,  and  has  been  unable  to 
“ do  so,  or  when  by  a fresh  offence  he  has  forfeited  them,  or  when  he  has  been  called  upon 
“a  second  time  to  find  sureties,  he  should  be  deemed  and  registered  as  an  ‘Habitual 
“ Drunkard,’  and  as  such  may  be  sent  to  an  industrial  inebriate  reformatory  by  magistrate’s 
‘ order  for  a term  of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  months,  the  time  to  be 
“ governed  by  the  frequency  of  the  offence. 

“That  when  acts  of  violence  or  other  offences  are  superadded  to  the  drunkenness,  the 
“ ordinary  punishment  awarded  by  law  to  those  offences  should  be  carried  out,  and  if  the 
“ offender  comes  under  the  definition  of  an  habitual  drunkard,  a committal  to  a reform- 
“ atory  may  form  part  of  the  sentence,  or  it  may  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
“ trate  to  send  him  at  once  to  an  inebriate  reformatory. 

“ That  it  is  in  evidence  as  well  from  tliose  who  have  conducted  and  are  still  conducting 
“ reformatories  for  inebriates  in  Great  Britain,  as  by  those  who  are  managers  of  similar 
“ institutions  in  America,  that  sanatoria,  or  inebriate  reformatories  are  producing  consider- 
“ able  good  in  effecting  amendment  and  cures  in  those  who  have  been  treated  in  them. 

“ The  average  number  of  cures  is  stated  to  be  from  33  to  44  per  cent,  of  the  admissions, 
“ this  percentage  being  based  upon  subsequent  inquiry,  from  which  the  cures  appear  to  be 
“ as  complete  and  permanent  as  in  any  other  form  of  disease,  mental  or  physical.  The 
“ average  time  occupied  in  effecting  these  cures  is  stated  at  from  12  to  16  weeks  in  Arne- 
“rica.  For  the  English  institutions  the  period  has  been  longer. 

“ That  the  proportion  of  cures  is  not  larger!^  attributed  by  all  the  witnessess  to  a lack 
“ of  power  to  induce  or  to  compel  the  patient  to  submit  to  treatment  for  a longer  periqd,  and 
“ that  power  is  asked  for  by  every  one  who  has  had,  or  still  has,  charge  of  these  institutions. 
“ Without  such  a power  it  appears  that  the  results  must  be  imperfect,  disappointing,  and 
“inadequate  to  the  efforts  made. 

“ The  E-ecommendations  of  the  Committee  are  : 

“ 1.  Definition. — That  sanatoria  or  reformatories  for  those  who,  ‘notwithstanding  the 
“plainest  considerations  of  health,  interest,  and  duty  are  given  over  to  habits  of  intemper- 
“ ance  so  as  to  render  them  unable  to  control  themselves,  and  incapable  of  managing  their 
“own  affairs,  or  such  as  to  render  them  in  any  way  dangerous  to  themselves  or  others,’ 
“should  be  provided. 

“ These  reform'atories,  whether  of  Class  A or  B,  should  be  inspected  from  time  to  time 
“ by  a committee  appointed  by  magistrates  at  quarter  sessions,  of  not  less  than  five  per- 
“ sons,  of  whom  one  at  least  shall  be  a medical  man,  and  the  inspection  of  these  institutions, 
“ whether  of  a private  or  public  character,  should  be  of  a very  stringent  nature. 

“Reformatories  on  the  industrial  system  should  be  established,  either  as  separate  in- 
“ stitutions  or  as  part  of  a prison,  hu  t distinct  from  the  ordinary  penal  portion  thereof,  or  as 
“part  of  a union  workhouse,  to  which  persons  committed  as  habitual  drunkards  should  be 
“ sent. 

“ The  proceeds  of  their  labour  should  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  entire  cost  of 
“ maintenance  while  in  the  reformatory ; if  any  excess  remain,  it  should  be  applied  to  the 
“ maintenance  of  the  wife  and  family,  or  if  they  be  in  receipt  of  parochial  relief,  then  to 
“ reimburse  the  union  fund,  or  if  there  be  no  wife  or  family  or  parochial  charge,  then  to  the 
“ uses  of  the  individual  on  leaving  the  reformatory. 

_ “ Your  Committee,  after  considering  the  whole  question  as  to  the  best  mode  of  dealing 
“ with  drunkards,  including  not  only  the  management  of  inebriate  Asylums,  but  also  the 
“ control  and  prevention  of  the  habit  of  drunkenness,  have  arrived  at  the  following  addi- 
“ tional  conclusions  and  recommendations  ; — 

“ That  the  fine  for  drunkenness  for  the  first  or  second  offence  [when  it  is  most  desirable 
“ to  prevent  the  formation  of  the  hahit\  should  not  exceed  40s.,  or  in  default  thereof,  ini- 
“ prisonment  for  a period  not  exceeding  30  days  [being  for  the  same  term  as  that  imposed 
“in  the  United  States] ; the  precise  amount  of  both  fine  and  imprisonment  being  left  to 
“the  discretion  of  the  sitting  magistrate  ; and  that,  after  the  third  conviction  within  12 
“ months,  the  magistrate  should  have  the  power  of  insisting  upon  sureties,  not  exceeding 
“ 107,  as  under  the  Statute  of  James  I.” 


It  is  however  in  the  United  States  that  the  experiment  of  the  treatment  of  inebriety 
in  Asylums,  specially  devoted  to  it,  has  been  most  fully  tried.  There  are  in  that  country 
10  institutions  of  this  character.  They  all,  with  a single  exception,  receive  contributions 
and  support  from  the  State,  are  regulated  by  charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  and  are 
managed  by  Committees.  Each  is  a State  as  distinguished  from  a national  institution 
and  much  greater  powers  are  given  by  some  State  legislatures  than  by  others.  They  have 
nevertheless  orginated  either  with  societies  or  individuals  actuated  by  philanthropic 
motives,  and  are  partly  maiutained  by  them. 

The  average  period  during  which  these  institutions  have  been  working  is  somewhat 
over  five  years,  a sufficiently  long  one  to  have  furnished  a pretty  fair  trial  of  their  utility 
and  success.  Mr.  Donald  Dalrymple,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  heretofore  referred  to,  who  undertook  a special  voyage  to  America  to  inspect 
these  establishments,  and  to  examine  the  working  of  the  system  on  this  Continent,  and 
to  whom  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  information  here  detailed,  stated  in  his  evidence  be- 
fore the  Committee  that  he  had  “ made  many  inquiries  of  persons  other  than  those  con- 
nected with  Inebriate  Asylums  (medical,  legal,  clerical,  and  lay)  as  to  the  effect  produced 
by  them,  and  received  many  and  various  opinions,  but  on  the  whole  largely  in  favour  of 
their  utility.”  It  must  be  borne  in  minc^  that  these  Inebriate  Asylums  in  the  United 
States  have  laboured  under  certain  disadvantages  which,  in  my  opinion,  may  be  avoided 
in  this  Province ; especially  as  their  usefulness  has  been  very  largely  impaired  and 
crippled  through  lack  of  authority  on  the  part  of  their  trustees  or  managers  to  compel 
patients  once  admitted  to  remain  long  enough  to  effect  a cure.  Indeed,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  who  have  charge  of  reformatories  for  drunkards  as  well  as  of  those  who  have  most 
carefully  studied  their  workings,  this  has  been  the  grand  obstacle  to  their  efficiency  and 


success. 

Notwithstanding  this,  however,  the  results  thus  far  accomplished  have  been  to  a 
very  good  degree  satisfactory  and  encouraging.  “ The  grand  total  of  admissions  to  nine 
of  these  establishments  since  their  opening  is  5,959,  of  whom  1,305,  or  nearly  23  per 
cent.,  were  admitted  once  ; 227,  or  nearly  four  per  cent.,  were  admitted  twice  ; and  94, 
or  nearly  two  per  cent.,  were  admitted  thrice.  Of  such  admissions  5,515,  or  94  per  cent., 
were  voluntary ; 144,  or  between  two  and  three  per  cent.,  were  admitted  by  the  inter- 
vention of  friends,  and  217,  or  nearly  four  per  cent.,  were  committed  by  justices,  the 
results  being,  that,  of  the  5,959  who  have  been  under  treatment,  2,018,  or  nearly  34  per 
cent.,  were  cured  snd  discharged  ; 318,  or  nearly  five  per  cent.,  received  benefit ; eleven 
died,  three  became  insane,  and  378,  or  between  six  and  seven  per  cent.,  were  returned  as  ’ 
incurable.” 

Two  of  these  Asylums — that  at  Binghamton  and  that  on  Ward’s  Island,  New  : 
York — I have  myself  visited,  and,  by  careful  personal  inspection  and  conversation  with 
their  managers  and  other  officers,  have  informed  myself  in  regard  to  the  internal 
arrangements  and  appointments  of  their  buildiugs  and  premises,  their  domestic  manage- 
ment and  modes  of  treatment,  and  the  general  results  accomplished. 

Tne  Binghamtoji  Asylum,  which  I visited  on  the  16th  October  last,  is,  so  far  as  I am 
aware,  the  largest,  and  probably  the  most  v/idely  known  Institution  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States.  The  building,  most  beautifully  situated  about  three  miles  from  the  town  | 
of  Binghamton,  and  a very  costly  and  handsome  one,  was  erected  by  a company  of  share- 
holders, but  about  two  years  ago  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  State  of  New  York — the 
State  having  taken  up  a mortgage  upon  the  property.  At  present  the  Institution  receives  | 
no  pecuniary  aid  from  the  Government,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  an  annual  grant  will  be  | 
voted  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  There  isnow  accommodation  for  1 10  patients,  | 
but  when  the  west  wing  of  the  building  shall  have  been  finished  off  and  furnished  there  I 
will  be  accommodation  for  rather  more  than  twice  that  number.  The  average  number  oi  l 
inmates  is  85.  The  rooms  of  the  patients  are  most  commodious  and  comfortably  furnished,  1 
although  the  character  of  the  furniture,  &c.,  varies  according  to  the  sum  paid.  The  j 
dining-room,  the  table  appointments,  and  the  food  were  all  that  could  be  desired  ; and  all  ! 
parts  of  the  establishment  gave  evidence  of  perfect  order,  cleanliness,  and  of  thorough 
and  efficient  management.  Indeed  the  impression  one  would  naturally  receive  from  a 
visit  to  this  Institution  is  not  so  much  that  of  an  asylum  or  hospital  as  of  a first-class 
temperance  hotel.  The  vast  majority  of  the  inmates  at  the  time  of  my  visit  (and  I was 
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informed  that  this  was  usually  the  case)  were  plainly  of  the  more  wealthy  and  intelligent 
classes  of  the  community.  They  were,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  well  dressed  and 
educated,  and  gentlemanlike  in  their  appearance.  To  certain  other  important  features  of 
the  Binghamton  Asylum  I shall  have  reason  to  refer  hereafter. 

The  Asylum  situated  on  Ward’s  Island  is  a much  smaller  establishment  than  that 
at  Binghamton,  and  is  in  nearly  every  respect  different  from  and  inferior  to  the  latter. 
The  building  is  avery  large  and  even  elegant  one,  it  is  in  all  its  parts  kept  most  scrupulously 
clean,  and  the  managing  physician  evidently  does  all  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
will  permit  to  effect  the  reclamation  of  the  patients  committed  to  his  charge.  But  the 
obstacles  against  which  he  has  to  contend  are  simply  insuperable,  and  the  Institu- 
tion, as  a Reformatory  for  the  cure  of  Inebriates,  it  seems  to  me,  must  be  regarded  as  a 
practical  failure.  Three-fourths  of  the  inmates  are  compulsorily  committed,  and  of  these 
the  vast  majority  are  from  the  low  and  vicious  drunken  classes  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
Many  of  them  reach  the  Inebriate  Asylum  as  it  were  indirectly,  having  been  in  the  first 
instance  committed  to  the  workhouse  for  vagrancy  and  petty  offences  and  afterwards 
transferred  to  the  former  establishment.  The  average  term  for  which  these  compulsory 
patients  were  committed  was  stated  to  be  four  weeks.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  no 
permanent  good  can  be  done  to  this  class  of  patients  in  so  brief  a period.  On  the  whole 
the  Ward’s  Island  Institution'  seems  rather  a place  of  detention  for  drunkards  than  an 
Inebriate  Asylum. 

I have  thus  far  attempted  to  show,  by  reference  to  the  opinions  of  eminent  authori- 
ties and  to  the  beneficial  effects  already  produced,  that  Inebriate  Asylums  are  not  only 
practicable,  but  are  the  best  means  that  can  be  adopted  to  control  and  check  the  great  evil 
of  drunkenness.  I have  also  pointed  out  some  reasons  why  such  an  institution  in  this 
Province,  if  established  at  all,  should  be  established  by  the  Provincial  Government ; and 
have  briefly  indicated  what  has  already  been  done  or  proposed  in  reference  to  the  treatment 
and  cure  of  inebriacy  through  Asylums  or  reformatories  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  and  what  have  been  thus  far  the  general  results  accomplished. 

Passing  now  to  the  practical  conclusions  at  which  I have  arrived,  and  to  the  sugges- 
tions I have  to  offer  in  reference  to  the  establishment  and  organization  of  an  Inebriate  Asy- 
lum in  our  own  Province,  it  is  important  at  the  outset  fo  call  attention  to  the  limits  within 
which  such  an  institution  amongst  ourselves  is  likely  to  be  useful  or  successful,  and 
to  indicate  precisely  what  class  of  inebriates  we  may  expect  to  be  benefited  by  it.  Of 
course  we  cannot  hope  that  all  the  victims  of  this  vice  and  disease  will  be  reached  by 
the  means  now  under  consideration. 

Those  who  are  addicted  to  drunkenness  may,  I think,  be  divided  into  three  classes. 
1st.  Those  who,  in  consequence  of  intemperate  habits,  have  rendered  themselves  obnoxious 
to  punishment  for  more  or  less  serious  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country.  This  class 
includes  not  only  those  who  have  become  properly  speaking  criminals,  but  also  that  large 
numbers  of  idle  and  vicious  persons  who  figure  in  the  records  of  our  police  courts  as 
drunk  and  disorderly.” 

2nd.  Those  who,  in  consequence  of  their  intemperance,  habitually  or  occasionally  fail 
to  provide  for  the  wants  of  their  families.  Their  conduct,  though  not  a positive  infraction 
of  the  laws,  tends  to  produce  pauperism,  and  deprives  the  community  of  profitable  and 
wealth-producing  labour.  This  class  is  composed  for  the  most  part  of  labourers,  mechanics 
and  other  members  of  what  are  called  the  industrial  classes. 

- 3rd.  The  third  class  comprises  those  more  wealthy  or  better  educated  persons 
engaged  in  commerce  and  the  various  professions,  with  whom  the  habit  of  drunkenness, 
generally  speaking,  directly  affects  only  themselves  and  their  families — except  by  way  of 
example. 

For  the  first  of  these  classes,  that  of  disorderly  and  criminal  drunkards,  I fully  believe 
that  the  Central  Prison  will  afford  the  best  Inebriate  Asylum,  particularly  if  after  the 
third  offence  and  after  a spirit  of  persistence  in  their  evil  habits  has  been  manifested, 
they  be  sentenced  for  a term  of  from  three  months  to  a year,  instead  of  for  a few  days  or 
weeks.  This  class  we  may  hope  to  reclaim,  if  at  all,  only  by  compulsion,  and  therefore  it 
is  highly  important  that  they  should  be  incarcerated  for  a long  enough  period  to  eradicate 
the  craving  for  stimulants  and  to  confirm  them  in  habits  of  temperance. 

In  connection  with  this  topic  I may  be  permitted  to  refer  to  what  I have  already  said 
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in  regard  to  the  Central  Prison  as  a means  of  reclaiming  criminal  drunkards  at  page  5 in 
my  Report  for  1869-70. 

“ The  strongest  argument  that  can  be  advanced,  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  Central 
Prisons  or  Houses  of  Correction  at  central  points,  is  given  in  the  column  of  Gaol  statistics 
under  the  heading  of  “habits  of  prisoners,”  showing  that  of  the  6379  prisoners  committed 
to  the  several  Gaols  of  the  Province  during  the  past  year,  4080  were  intemperate  in  their 
habits.  From  this  great  evil  spiings  vagrancy,  petty  larceny,  and  very  often  more  serious 
offences,  but  more  frequently  it  goes  hand  in  hand  with  its  twin  brother  “ disorderly  con- 
duct.” The  form  of  sentence  in  these  cases  has  now  become  stereotyped,  “ dollars  or  10  to  60 
days  with  hard  labour  in  the  common  gaol.”  The  moral  delinquent  enters  the  gaol,  consorts 
with  hardened  offenders,  sees  crime  in  every  phase,  and  forms  the  acquaintance  of  crimi- 
nals. The  time  of  incarceration  expires  and  he  is  set  free,  but  the  unfortunate  mania 
speedily  overtakes  him  and  he  is  again  brought  before  the  Court,  and  the  sentence  is 
repeated,  perhaps  with  a few  days  or  weeks  added  to  it,  until  the  man  or  woman  becomes 
almost  a constant  inmate  of  the  gaol,  a curse  to  society  when  at  liberty,  and  a constant 
charge  and  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  Piwince  at  all  times,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
until  the  law,  looking  upon  this  class  of  men  and  women  as  being  morally  insane,  places  them 
under  restraint  in  a well  ordered  House  of  Correction  for  terms  vaiying  from  two  months 
up  to  two  years,  where,  being  removed  for  long  periods  from  constant  and  unrestrained 
association  with  vicious  society,  their  debilitated  constitutions  built  up  and  restored  under 
a good  sanitary  regimen,  wholesome  food,  and  a well  conducted  and  temperate  life,  and  taught 
habits  of  industry  by  employment  in  mechanical  pursuits,  the  strong  probability  is  that 
many  of  this  class  would  return  to  the  world  with  a knowledge  of  some  trade  or  branch 
of  industry,  to  become  honest  and  industrious  men  and  women.  The  best  feature  of  an 
institution  of  this  description,  in  a moral  point  of  view,  is,  that  its  establishment  would  sup- 
ply another  link  in^the  chain  of  public  charities,  the  absence  of  which  is  seriously  felt,  and 
more  particularly  with  the  class  under  consideration,  inasmuch  as  it  would  combine  in  its 
administration  all  the  characteristics  of  an  Inebriate  Asylum,  with  many  of  its  good  results, 
by  the  removal  of  the  very  worst  victims  of  intemperance  from  the  temptations  that  they 
are  constantly  exposed  to  while  at  liberty.” 

We  may  thus  assume  that  adequate  provision  has  already  been  made  for  this  first 
class  of  inebriates.  Nor  is  the  degree  and  proportion  of  drunkenness  thus  provided  for 
in  the  Central  Prison  inconsiderable ; for  the  General  Statistics  for  the  past  year  show 
* that  of  the  6,958  prisoners  committed  to  gaol  no  less  than  4,261  themselves  acknowledged 
that  they  were  intemperate,  and  2,615  -were  actually  committed  for  drunkenness  and  dis- 
orderly conduct. 

It  is  then  for  the  second  and  third  of  the  above  classes,  comprising  those  inebriates 
who  do  not  become  amenable  to  control  and  confinement  under  existing  laws,  that 
provision  yet  remains  to  be  made.  Of  course  by  inebriates  in  this  connection  are  meant 
not  those  who  are  merely  in  the  habit  of  drinking  to  excess,  but  those  who  are  so  given 
over  to  “ intemperance  as  to  render  them  unable  to  control  themselves^  and  incapable  of 
managing  their  own  affairs,  or  to  render  them  in  any  way  dangerous  to  themselves  or  others” 
For  drunkards  of  this  description,  whether  they  belong  to  the  industrial  or  to  the  com- 
mercial and  professional  classes,  it  should,  as  it  seems  to  me,  be  the  purpose  and  endea- 
vour of  the  Government  to  provide  the  means  of  reformation  and  cure  through  Inebriate 
Asylums,  just  as  similar  provision  is  already  made  for  the  insane  and  for  the  sick  and 
wounded.  But  that  this  purpose  can  at  once  be  fully  carried  into  execution  is  more  than 
is  at  present  to  be  expected.  The  extent  of  expenditure  involved  in  executing  such  a 
purpose  ; the  degree  of  labour  and  thought  that  should  be  expended  in  devising  a perfect 
system  of  Inebriate  Asylums  ; the  more  or  less  immature  and  experimental  character  of 
these  institutions  in  other  countries — these  and  similar  considerations  render  it  necessary 
to  inaugurate  the  system  on  a small  scale,  and  according  to  a more  or  less  undeveloped 
plan. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  classes  and  description  of  inebriates  for  whom  an  Asylum 
should  be  provided,  we  may  now  say  a few  words  upon  the  manner  and  terms  of  admission 
to  it.  To  the  Inebriate  Asylums  of  the  United  States  patients  are  admitted  either  upon 
their  voluntary  application  or  through  commitment  by  a magistrate,  procured  either 
through  the  intervention  of  friends  or  of  other  persons.  To  illustrate  the  latter  mod©  of 
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commitment  I may  refer  to  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
March,  1865,  for  “the  better  regulation  and  discipline”  of  the  Asylum  at  Binghamton, 
which  provides  that  “Any  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  County  Judge  of  the 
county  in  which  any  inebriate  may  reside,  shall  have  power  to  commit  such  inebriate  to 
the  New  York  State  Inebriate  Asylum,  upon  the  production  and  filing  of  an  affidavit  or 
afiidavits,  by  two  respectable  practising  physicians,  and  two  respectable  citizens,  free- 
holders of  such  county,  to  the  effect  that  such  inebriate  is  lost  to  self-control,  unable  from 
such  inebriation  to  attend  to  business,  or  is  thereby  dangerous  to  remain  at  large.  But 
such  commitment  shall  be  only  until  the  examination  now  provided  by  law  shall  have 
been  held,  and  in  no  case  for  a longer  period  than  one  year.” 

Similar  laws  have  been  passed  in  several  other  States.  There  was  also  an  enact- 
ment of  like  character  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  February  1 , 
1870,  which  is  referred  to  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  as  remarkably  stringent.  The  recommen- 
dations of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  the  topic  now 
under  consideration  are  as  follows  : — 

“ The  admissions  to  these  institutions  should  be  either  voluntary  or  by  committal. 
In  either  case  the  persons  entering  should  not  be  allowed  to  leave  except  under  condi- 
tions to  be  aid  down,  and  the  power  to  prevent  their  leaving  shall  be  by  law  conferred 
on  the  manager.  Though  practically  this  power  would  be  seldom  put  in  force,  it  will  be 
useless  to  establish  these  institutions  without  it. 

“ The  patients  under  Class  A.  should  be  admitted  either  by  their  own  act,  or,  on 
the  application  of  their  friends  or  relatives,  under  proper  legal  restrictions,  or  by  the 
decision  of  a local  court  of  inquiry,  established  under  proper  safeguards,  before  which,  on 
the  application  of  a near  relative  or  guardian,  or  a parish  or  other  local  authority,  or 
other  authorised  persons,  proof  shall  be  given  that  the  party  cited  is  unable  to  control 
himself,  and  incapable  of  managing  his  affairs,  or  that  his  habits  are  such  as  to  render 
him  dangerous  to  himself  or  others ; that  this  arises  from  the  abuse  of  alcoholic  drinks 
or  sedatives,  and  he  is  therefore  to  be  deemed  an  habitual  drunkard. 

“ If  that  proof  be  deemed  sufficient  by  the  court  of  inquiry  it  shall  make  an  order 
for  commitment  to  an  inebriate  institution  for  such  a term  as  it  shall  think  proper,  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  and  shall  also  have  pov/er,  with  or  without  such  commitment, 
to  make  an  order  for  the  appointment  of  a guardian  or  trustee  of  the  cited  party,  person, 
and  estate.  The  party  cited  shall  have  the  right  to  be  present,  both  in  person  and  by 
counsel,  and  all  the  evidence  shall  be  taken  on  oath.  The  property  of  the  party  shall  be 
liable  for  maintenance ; the  trustee  or  guardian  shall  be  liable  as  in  committees  of  the 
person  and  estate  of  lunatics.  Act  25  and  26  Viet.  c.  86. 

“ Persons  convicted  as  habitual  drunkards  according  to  the  definition  laid  down  in 
the  18th  paragraph  of  this  Eeport,  whose  means  are  inadequate,  may  be  sent  by  magis- 
trates by  commitment  to  the  B.  class  of  reformatories. 

“ The  period  of  detention  should  be  fixed  by  the  court  of  inquiry,  or  by  the  magis- 
trates, but  may  be  curtailed  upon  sufficient  proof  being  given  that  a cure  has  taken  place. 
No  manager  of  a Eeformatory,  or  guardian,  or  trustee,  or  committee  shall  be  liable  to 
action  for  damages  for  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  court  of  inquiry  or  of  the  magis- 
trates.” 

That  some  enactment  should  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Province,  by. 
virtue  of  which  any  inebriate  who  {^plainly  a fit  subject  for  treatment  in  an  Asylum  may 
be  sent  thither  whether  he  will  or  not,  I have  no  doubt ; but  the  precise  nature  and 
details  of  such  an  enactment  need  not  be  here  discussed. 

I believe,  nevertheless,  that  should  a Reformatory  for  Inebriates  be  established  here, 
the  vast  majority  of  its  inmates,  for  the  present  at  least,  will  be  those  who  have  entered 
it  of  their  own  accord.  We  have  already  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  Statute  to 
which  I have  referred  above,  94  per  cent,  of  the  total  admissions  to  the  Inebriate  Asylum 
of  the  United  States  have  been  voluntary.  Nor  do  I think  that  this  state  of  things, 
should  it  arise,  will  be  one  to  be  greatly  regretted  for  the  present.  For  the  universal 
experience  of  the  managers  of  these  estabiisliments  shows  that  the  voluntary  patients  are 
much  more  likely  to  receive  benefit  than  those  who  have  been  committed  ; and  besides 
this  it  is  probable  that  there  will  not  be  for  some  time  sufficient  space  to  accommodate  all 
who  are  proper  subjects  for  treatment  in  the  Institution.  And  then  again,  as  we  have 
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Seen,  provision  has  already  been  made  through  the  Central  Prison  for  a considerable  pro- 
portion of  those  who  need  to  be  dealt  with  compulsorily. 

A fear  may  be  entertained  by  some,  even  of  those  who  would  approve  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Inebriate  Asylum  in  this  country,  that  the  number  of  voluntary  applicants  for 
admission  will  be  so  small  as  to  render  its  establishment  hardly  worth  while.  And  there  will 
be,  we  can  scarcely  doubt,  a considerable  degree  of  reluctance  to  enter  such  an  institution  on 
the  part  of  inebriates,  arising  out  of  a false  delicacy  of  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject 
amongst  them  and  their  friends ; but,  I believe,  that  as  the  aim  and  character  of  the 
Asylum  becomes  better  understood,  this  reluctance  will  gradually  disappear,  and  inebri- 
ates will  apply  for  admission  to  it  as  those  suffering  from  other  diseases  now  do  to 
ordinary  hospitals.  Indeed  the  formation  of  a sound  and  intelligent  public  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  drunkenness  is  one  of  the  indirect  benefits  to  be  looked  for  from  this  Insti- 
tution. In  regard  to  voluntary  applicants  it  should  be  remarked  that  they  should 
be  admitted  under  two  important  conditions  or  restrictions.  The  first  is  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  they  should  be  previously  ascertained  to  be  curable  cases  and  honestly  desi- 
rous of  amendment.  The  establishment  should  be  not  a retreat,  hut  a reformatory  for 
drunkards.  The  second  condition  is  that  power  should  be  conferred  upon  the  super- 
intendent, carefully  defined  and  guarded,  by  which  all  who  have  once  entered,  either 
voluntarily  or  by  commitment,  may  be  kept  in  the  Institution  long  enough  to  effect  a cure 
or  to  prove  their  cases  to  be  incurable.  The  importance  of  such  a provision  cannot 
be  over-estimated. 

Another  important  question  to  be  determined  in  connection  with  the  establishment 
of  an  Inebriate  Asylum  in  this  Province  is  whether  admission  to  it  should  be  granted  to 
those  only  who  are  able  to  pay  for  their  support  and  treatment,  or  to  those  also  who  are 
unable  to  do  so.  In  the  chief  reformatories  for  drunkards  in  the  United  States  nearly  all 
of  the  inmates  are  of  the  former  class,  even  where  provision  is  professedly  made  for  the 
latter  also.  In  the  Keport  of  Binghamton  Asylum  for  1871  it  is  stated  that  20  per 
cent,  of  the  admissions  for  that  year  were  free  patients  ; but  I believe,  as  a general  rule, 
the  proportion  of  non-paying  residents  is  not  at  all  so  great  as  that.  At  the  time  of  my 
visit  there  were  only  eight  out  of  83  altogether.  The  standing  charge  there  for  board, 
washing,  and  ordinary  care  and  attendance  is  |20  per  week,  but  a good  number  of  the 
patients  pay  considerably  more  than  that,  some  even  paying  the  large  sum  of  $40  per 
week.  On  the  other  hand  “ the  Committee  of  Management  and  Discipline  may  reduce 
the  price” — below  $20  that  is— upon  a presentation  of  the  facts  upon  which  a modi- 
fication is  requested.”  This  establishment  not  being  at  present  in  receipt  of  Government 
aid  is  necessarily  carried  on  on  the  self-supporting  principle,  and  even  the  small  number 
of  free  patients  who  are  admitted  are  in  reality  supported  by  the  excess  of  compensation 
paid  by  the  wealthier  inmates.  The  fact  that  so  few  of  the  class  unable  to  pay  can  be 
received  is  an  occasion  of  great  regret  to  the  present  manager  and  is,  in  my  own  opinion, 
a very  serious  objection  to  this  generally  excellent  Institution. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  generally  conceded  that  an  Inebriate  Asylum  established  by  the 
Government  in  this  Province  should  be  conducted  on  a more  humane  and  generous  system, 
and  that  any  inebriate  shown  after  proper  examination  to  be  a reasonably  hopeful  subject 
for  treatment,  should  be  admitted  whether  he  be  able  to  pay  or  not.  A state  institution 
established  for  such  a purpose  as  the  correction  or  cure  of  drunkenness  surely  ought  not  to 
discriminate  in  favour  of  the  rich  ; although,  of  course,  patients  having  been  once 
admitted,  the  character  of  their  accommodation  may  very  justly  be  determined  to  some 
extent  by  the  fact  that  they  do  or  do  not  pay. 

I am  of  opinion  also  that  even  in  the  case  of  those  who,  by  themselves  or  through  aid 
of  their  friends,  are  able  to  pay  for  their  support,  the  rates  charged  should  be  as  low  and 
uniform  as  possible,  and  should  be  based  upon  the  actual  cost  of  daily  maintenance,  with- 
out regard  to  interest  on  capital  outlay.  The  Government,  in  the  establishment  and 
management  of  an  institution  of  this  character,  should  have  regard  chiefly  to  moral  and 
reformatory  rather  than  pecuniary  results. 

Before  passing  to  the  brief  practical  recommendations  with  which  this  Beport  will 
close,  it  seems  to  me  desirable  to  convey  a general  idea  of  the  mode  of  treatment  which 
is  adopted  in  Inebriate  Asylums,  and  of  the  peculiar  appointments  and  conveniences 
required  by  them.  As  regards  the  former  point,  though  there  seems  to  be  some  slight 
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difference  of  opinion,  I believe  a correct  impression  will  be  gathered  from  the  following 
sentences  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Dodge,  a gentleman  of  large  experience  and  recognized 
authority  in  this  specialty  : — 

“ Nearly  all  patients,  on  their  admission,  require  medical  treatment.  Stimulant, 
sedative  and  narcotic  remedies  are  usually  administered  at  the  outset,  followed  by  alterar 
tive  medicines  to  improve  and  correct  the  secretions ; after  which,  tonics,  both  vegetable 
and  mineral,  are  given,  calculated  to  add  tone  and  strength  to  the  system.  When  we 
have  organic  disease,  appropriate  remedies,  adapted  to  each  particular  case,  are  adminis- 
tered to  relieve  and  assist  nature  in  removing  the  same.  Outside  of  these  functional  and 
organic  difficulties,  very  little  medical  treatment  is  demanded  or  required.  Our  main 
reliance  is  upon  sanitary  measures,  remedial  rather  than  medicinal,  and  essential  to 
improve  and  invigorate  the  physical  organization,  and  as  a result  adding  strength,  in  the 
same  ratio,  to  the  mental  faculties,  thus  enabling  the  patient  in  the  future  to  assert  and 
maintain  his  self-respect  and  self-control.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that 
as  soon  as  our  patient  is  convalescent,  but  little,  if  any,  medicine  is  given,  and  our  main 
reliance  is  'placed  upon  the  following  sanitary  and  hygienic  measures ; retirement  from 
business  and  the  busy  scenes  of  every-day  life,  quiet,  reading,  writing,  pure  air,  well 
ventilated  rooms,  good  nourishing  diet ; regular  hours  for  meals,  rising,  and  retiring ; proper 
physical  exercise,  such  as  out-door  games,  walking,  and  such  mechanical  employment  as 
taste  and  inclination  may  dictate  and  opportunity  afford.  These  measures  are  strongly 
recommended  and  urged  upon  all  as  conducive  to  a healthful  condition  of  mind  and  body, 
assisting  materially  in  breaking  up  former  habits  and  associations,  driving  from  the  mind 
those  old  companions  of  an  intemperate  life,  forming  new  thoughts,  new  ideas,  and  new 
and  better  habits,  necessitating  a new  being  and  a new  life  in  every  respect,  and  finally 
convincing  all  reasonable  men  who  have  been  addicted  to  the  excessive  use  of  strong 
drinks,  that  stimulants  are  not  only  useless,  but  absolutely  injurious. 

“ I will  state,  for  the  information  of  those  interested,  that  we  have  no  specific  with 
which  to  destroy  the  craving  appetite  for  alcoholic  stimulants,  whether  acquired  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  subject,  or  handed  down  as  an  hereditary  disease  and  curse.” 

The  general  character  and  arrangement  of  the  building,  and  the  special  conveniences 
and  appointments  required,  will  be  naturally  suggested  by  the  above  description  of  the 
treatment  pursued.  An  Inebriate  Asylum  should  be  indeed  little  else  than  a comfortable 
and  well-managed  temperance  hotel,  under  the  supervision  of  a competent  medical  man, 
whose  inmates  are  yet  subjected  to  more  or  less  surveillance  and  control.  It  is  however 
essential  that  more  than  ordinary  provision  -should  be  made  for  the  recreation  and  employ- 
ment of  the  inmates.  There  are  in  the  Binghamton  Asylum,  a billiard  room,  a library,  a 
club,  a reading-room  and  a hall  for  dramatic  representations  and  other  entertainments  ; 
and  yet  notwithstanding  this  generous  provision  for  the  diversion  and  occupation  of  the 
inmates,  I could  not  but  notice  in  them  a general  appearance  of  vacancy  and  ennui. 
Though  this  must  be  to  some  extent  unavoidable  in  the  case  of  men  circumstanced  as  they 
were,  and  with  their  previous  habits,  I nevertheless  firmly  believe  that  this  serious 
obstacle  to  the  success  of  Inebriate  Asylums  might  be  overcome  to  a much  greater  degree 
than  it  yet  has  been;  by  the  introduction  of  appropriate  and  constant  employment  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  means  of  reoreation.  The  nature  of  this  employment  should 
of  course  be  suited  to  the  tastes  and  previous  habits  of  the  patients. 

As  the  practical  result  of  my  investigation  and  observation  on  this  subject  I respect- 
fully submit,  for  the  consideration  of  His  Excellency’s  Government,  the  following  recom- 
mendations, viz.  : — 

1 . That  an  institution  be  established  for  the  reformation  of  inebriates  of  the  class  and 
description  already  referred  to  in  this  Report — that  is  to  say,  those  who  are  so  given 
over  to  intemperance  as  to  render  them  unable  to  control  themselves  and  incapable  of 
managing  their  own  affairs,  or  to  render  them  in  any  way  dangerous  to  themselves  or 
others,”  but  who  nevertheless  have  not  rendered  themselves  liable  to  control  or  confine- 
ment under  existing  laws, 

2.  That  for  this  purpose  a plot  of  land,  comprising  not  less  than  100  acres  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  the  requisite  buildings  for  such  an  institution  be  erected  thereon.  That 
such  plot  of  land  be  conveniently  situated  and  accessible : that  it  shall  afford  a healthful 
and  pleasing  site  for  the  buildings  required,  and  that  it  shall  be  not  more  than  four  nor  less 
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than  two  miles  distant  from  any  city  or  town.  That  the  building  shall  be  jflain  but  substan- 
tial and  comfortable,  and  that  it  shall  be  constructed  upon  such  a plan  as  will  admit  of 
future  extensions  and  additions.  That  it  shall  at  first  afford  accommodation  for  50 
inmates,  besides  the  ofiScers  and  servants.  That  it  be  abundantly  supplied  with  means  of 
amusement  and  recreation,  and  that  a workshop  be  attached  thereto  for  industrial 
employment.  3, 

3.  That  this  institution  shall  be  for  men  only.  That  inebriates  shall  be  admitted  to 
it  either  upon  their  voluntary  application  (under  the  condition  indicated  in  the  body  of  this 
Report),  or  by  judicial  commitment  procured  through  the  intervention  of  friends  or  other- 
wise ; an  Act  to  be  passed  authorizing  such  commitment,  and  defining  its  form  and 
circumstances.  That  authority  to  detain  any  person  once  received  into  the  institution  be 
conferred  upon  the  medical  superintendent ; the  limitations  under  which  such  authority 
shall  be  exercised,  and  the  period  of  such  detention  to  be  carefully  prescribed  by  special 
enactment. 

4.  That  from  those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  and  treatment  a 
reasonable  charge  shall  be  exacted,  but  that  any  inebriate  coming  under  the  definition 
above  made,  and  being  a hona  fide  resident  of  the  Province,  may  be  admitted  to  the 
institution. 

5.  That  any  person,  before  being  admitted  to  the  institution,  should  be  decided  to  be 
a reasonably  hopeful  subject  for  treatment,  by  examination  before  some  competent 
authority. 

6.  I also  beg  to  recommend  with  reference  to  criminal  and  disorderly  drunkenness, 
that  the  term  of  sentence  to  the  Central  Prison  should  be  lengthened  so  as  to  render  that 
establishment  a more  successful  reformatory  for  the  kind  of  inebriacy  not  provided  for  by 
the  institution  treated  of  in  this  Report. 


45 


INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE 

EDUCATION  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB, 


Since  my  last  report  this  Institution  has  continued  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  efficiency  in  management,  and  of  general  prosperity  and  growth  : although  only 
established  two  years,  it  now  ranks,  in  point  of  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance,  tenth 
among  the  forty-three  establishments  of  a similar  kind  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  has  been  very  gradual  and  steady.  Commen- 
cing with  seventy  in  the  first  session,  the  number  reached  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
before  the  close  of  the  second  term  on  the  28fch  June,  1872,  and  now  in  the  third  month 
of  the  third  term,  the  number  in  attendance  has  reached  135.  Upon  the  whole,  this  gra- 
dual advance  from  session  to  session  in  the  number  of  pupils  has  been  favourable  to  the 
educational  interests  of  the  Institution  as  well  as  to  the  general  management  of  its  affairs. 
In  all  new  organizations,  educational  as  well  as  others,  there  are  systems  to  devise  and 
schemes  to  mature  which  can  only  be  Avell  devised  and  properly  matured  by  a patient  and 
careful  observation  of  every  day’s  progress. 

If  the  Institution  had  immediately  on  its  opening  been  filled  with  pupils,  as  the 
number  in  the  Province  might  have  warranted,  the  effectiveness  in  educational  and  domes- 
tic administration  which  now  exists  could  not  have  been  so  well  secured. 

In  my  report  of  last  year,  I shewed  that  there  were  then  312  deaf-mutes  in  Ontario, 
who  should  have  been  under  instruction.  A few  of  that  number  were  reported  to  be  a 
little  over  the  school  age  specified  in  the  By-laws  of  the  Institution,  and  some  had  been 
partially  educated  at  other  schools,  but  all  would,  I believe,  have  derived  benefit  from  a 
course  of  instruction  in  the  Institution  established  by  the  Province  for  that  purpose. 

I now  propose  to  shew  in  the  following  summary  the  number  of  deaf-mutes  who  have 
entered  the  Institution  since  its  opening  on  the  20th  October,  1870,  up  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1872;  a period  of  less  than  two  years.  From  this  the  Government  and' the  Legis- 
lature will  see  at  a glance  what  has  already  been  done,  and  what  yet  remains  to  be 
done  bythe  establishment  founded  by  their  liberality  for  the  benefit  of  this  unfortunate 
lass  : — 
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COUNTIES  AND  CITIES. 

Number  of  Deaf 
Mutes  of  school 
age  in  each 
County. 

Number  wfl) 
have  entered 
the  Ontario 
Institution. 

Number  who 
have  not  yet  been 
sent  to  the 
Institution. 

1 

1 

9 

7 

2 

6 

1 

5 

12 

3 

9 

kip-iTi  

9 

3 

6 

3 

1 

2 

4 

4 

8 

5 

i 

2 

2 

10 

8 

2 

16 

14 

2 

3 

3 

9 

’2 

7 

Tin.TYibto-n  

9 

7 

2 

Lanark  

5 

2 

3 

Leeds  and  Grenville  

3 

3 

Lennox  and  Addington 

5 

2 

3 

Lincoln  

5 

1 

4 

hliddlesex  

21 

15 

6 

Norfolk - 

6 

5 

1 

Northumberland  and  Durham . 

23 

16 

7 

Onta.rio  

8 

3 

5 

Oxford 

4 

2 

2 

Peel  . 

3 

3 

Perth  

12 

7 

’5 

Peterboro’ 

10 

1 

9 

Prince  Edward  

3 

1 

2 

Prescott  and  Russell  

3 

2 

1 

Renfrew 

6 

6 

Simcoe  

15 

6 

9 

Stormont,  Dundas  and  Glengarry 

8 

8 

Victnria.  

2 

2 

W ellino'ton  

12 

6 

6 

Welland 

10 

3 

7 

^^ent  worth 

11 

4 

7 

W^ aterloo  

2 

1 

1 

York  

9 

6 

3 

City  of  Toronto  

16 

3 

13 

“ Hamilton 

6 

1 

‘ 5 

“ London  

2 

1 

1 

“ Kingston 

2 

1 

1 

^313 

152 

161 

From  the  fact  that  a considerable  number  of  deaf-mutes  have  been  received  into  the 
Institution,  and  a good  many  more  heard  from,  who  were  not  included  in  the  census  then 
obtained,  it  may  safely  be  assumed,  that  there  are  certainly  not  less  than  313  deaf-mutes 
of  school  age  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  therefore  shewn  that  notwithstanding  the  liberal  provision  that  has  been  made 
by  Government,  there  are  still  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  deaf  and  dumb  youths  in  the 
Province,  growing  up  in  mental  darkness  and  ignorance.  As  this  Institution  was  founded 
and  designed  by  the  Legislature  to  supply  a most  urgent  and  pressing  want,  I thought  it 
my  duty,  as  soon  as  this  fact  revealed  itself,  to  make  a searching  enquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances and  causes  which  led  to  this  partial  mis-carriage  of  legislative  design,  the  result  of 
which  enquiry  I will  now  present  as  clearly  and  briefly  as  I can. 

And  first  I would  state  that  this  partial  failure  is  attributable,  and  that  in  no  small 
degree,  to  the  excessive  economy  of  municipal  councils,  which  is  laudable  and  proper  enough 
in  many  cases,  but  in  this  instance,  when  the  elevation  of  an  irresponsible  human  being 
from  the  level  of  the  brute  creation  to  the  scale  of  intelligent  humanity  is  at  stake,  can 
only  be  pronounced  petty  illiberality  and  criminal  neglect.  That  there  are  honourable 
exceptions  to  this  charge  I am  happy  to  state,  for  there  are  a few  municipal  corporations 


Only  three  reported  in  Fronfcenac,  but  four  received  into  the  Institution  which  makes  313  instead  of  312. 
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which  have  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  matter,  and  have  sent  forward  pupils  with 
great  promptitude. 

Permissive  legislative  enactments,  in  respect  to  local  municipal  requirements  of  a 
moral  and  social  character,  no  matter  how  high  the  aim,  or  urgent  the  need  may  be,  would 
seem  to  be  practically  inoperative,  unless  accompanied  with  a liberal  Legislative  Grant.  And 
in  the  matter  now  under  consideration  even  that  does  not  seem  to  have  had  the  desired 
effect ; for  when  we  consider  that  the  annual  cost  of  educating  and  supporting  each  deaf- 
mute  sent  to  the  Institution  is  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars  a year,  including  mterest 
on  capital  outlay,  it  was  surely  not  too  much  to  expect  that  municipal  councils  would  pay 
forty  dollars  a session  of  that  amount  for  the  food  of  indigent  deaf-mutes.  But  to  the 
majority  of  municipal  councils  even  this  paltry  charge  has  seemed  a sufficient  excuse  for 
denying  their  indigent  deaf-mutes  the  great  benefits  and  privileges  of  this  Institution. 

By  far  the  largest  proportion  of  deaf-mutes  who  have  not  been  placed  under  instruc- 
tion, are  the  children  of  parents  unable  to  pay  for  their  board,  while  receiving  a special 
education.  In  fact  many  parents  are  supporting  pupils  at  the  Institution,  who,  to 
my  knowledge,  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  amount  required  for  that  purpose,  but  are  too 
independent  to  make  application  to  a council,  which  more  than  likely  would  refuse 
their  request.  Others  have  two  or  three,  and  sometimes  even  more  deaf-mute  children, 
and  in  such  cases,  althougK  the  parents  are  in  what  is  termed  fiiir  circumstances,  the  sup- 
port of  so  many  pupils  at  the  Institution  is  attended  with  hardship.  Other  parents  have 
by  a special  effort  sent  pupils  for  a session  or  a part  of  one,  when  for  various  reasons, 
chiefly  poverty,  they  have  had  to  be  kept  at  home.  No  less  than  twenty-one  deaf-mutes 
who  attended  previous  sessions  have  not  yet  entered  this  term  for  these  reasons. 

When  the  by-laws  were  framed  requiring  all  parents,  guardians,  or  friends  who 
were  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  unable  to  pay  six  dollars  a month  for  the  board  of 
children,  to  make  application  for  aid  to  the  municipal  corporation  in  which  they  resided, 
it  was  fully  expected  that  these  local  governments  would  exercise  a wise  liberality  in 
dealing  with  such  applicants ; but  in  this  expectation,  with  a few  exceptions,  we  have 
been  disappointed.  This  is  the  chief  reason  why  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  deaf  mutes  of 
school  age  have  not  been  placed  under  instruction,  and  it  certainly  is  not  creditable  to 
municipal  corporations. 

Besides  the  illiberality  of  municipal  councils,  we  may  find  in  the  conduct  of  the  parents 
of  deaf-mutes  additional  reasons  why  so  many  of  that  class  are  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
an  education.  Some  of  these  parents  are  unwilling  to  relinquish  the  aid  or  profits  of  their 
children’s  labour  even  for  the  sake  of  their  education  ; and  this  class,  though  not  numer- 
ous, is  not  confined  to  the  very  poor,  for  the  Principal  in  his  report  says — “ I am  sorry 
to  say  that  I have  been  informed  of  cases  where  the  parents  are  able  to  educate  their 
children,  but  are  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  their  labour  while  at  school.” 

Another  class  of  parents  are  those  who,  though  often  in  very  reduced  circumstances, 
are  yet,  from  considerations  of  pride  or  undue  sensitiveness,  unwilling  to  make  application 
for  the  requisite  municipal  aid. 

Such  being  the  chief  reasons  why  so  considerable  a number  of  our  deaf  mutes  have 
been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  established  for  their  education,  they  are, 
in  my  opinion,  only  to  be  overcome  by  legislative  enactment. 

When  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  was  opened  the  rate  of  board  for  pupils  sent  by 
municipalities  to  that  establishment  was  placed  at  one  dollar,  and,  for  parents  who  were 
able  to  pay,  one  dollar  and  a half  week.  l or  the  purpose  of  encouraging  municipali- 
ties to  deal  liberally  with  deaf-mutes  the  same  tariff  was  adopted  at  the  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Principal  was  instructed  to  send  a circular  to  the  Clerk  of  every 
municipality  in  the  Province,  advising  councils  of  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  board 
fr  m one  dollar  and  a half  to  one  dollar  per  week.  I regret  to  say  that  it  had  little  or  no 
effect,  and  I am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  any  additional  attempts  or  concessions  in 
that  direction  will  meet  with  the  same  fate. 

In  view  of  the  many  objections  raised  by  municipalities,  and  the  refusal  or  neglect  of 
over  three-fourths  of  them  to  co-operate  with  the  Government  in  this  work;  of  the  liberal 
and/?^ee  education  offered  to  every  speaking  and  seeing  youth  in  the  Province  under  our 
educational  system  ; of  the  severity  of  the  affliction,  both  to  parents  and  children,  of 
deaf-dumbness  and  blindness  ; and  of  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  revenue  derived 
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from  the  payment  of  the  board  of  pupils  ; in  view  of  all  these  circumstances  it  becomes  a 
question  for  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Government  and  Legislature  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  solve  the  .problem  by  throwing  the  doors  of  these  Institutions 
open  free  to  every  deaf-mute  and  blind  youth  of  school  age  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
except  those  whose  parents  are  able  to  pay.  This,  with  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
compulsory  education  in  respect  to  deaf-mutes,  will  effectually  overcome  the  difficulties 
which  have  presented  themselves  under  the  working  of  the  present  system,  and  will  at 
once  pliable  these  establishments  to  accomplish  the  work  designed  for  them. 

An  examination  of  the  terms  of  admission  of  40  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  shews  the  following  result : — 25  are 
free  to  all  pupils  from  the  State  in  which  the  Institution  is  located ; 11  are  free  to  pupils 
whose  parents  are  certified  by  certain  officials  to  be  in  indigent  circumstances  and  unable 
to  pay,  and  in  four  of  them  the  several  counties  of  the  State  pay  for  support  of  pupils  on 
the  certificate  of  certain  officials. 

Four  statutory  inspections  have  been  made  of  this  Institution  during  the  year,  in  the 
months  of  January,  May,  July  and  September,  besides  other  visits  on  business  connected 
with  the  establishment.  On  all  these  occasions  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  in  all  its 
departments,  both  educational  and  domestic,  were  being  administered  in  a systematic  and 
efficient  manner. 

The  dormitories,  class-rooms,  lecture-room,  offices,  kitchen  and  olher  portions  of  the 
building,  were  all  found  in  an  orderly  and  thoroughly  well-kept  state.  The  building 
throughout  was  sufficiently  furnished  for  its  requirements,  the  beds  and  bedding  were  ! 
exceedingly  clean  and  tidy,  and  sufficient  in  all  respects  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
pupils. 

Educational. 

During  my  inspections  I availed  myself  of  every  opportunity,  by  class  and  combined  exa- 
minations of  the  pupils,  as  well  as  by  conversation  with  the  Principal  and  teachers  to  obtain 
accurate  information  respecting  the  educational  status  of  the  Institution.  While  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  observation  and  examination  of  a person  unskilled  in  the  technicalities  of 
deaf-mute  instruction  must  necessarily  be  somewhat  superficial  in  respect  to  the  details  of  the 
system,  and  that  an  examiner  under  such  circumstances  labours  under  many  disadvantages ; 
still  it  is  very  clear  that  the  educational  proficiency  and  progress  of  deaf-mutes  can  best  be 
ascertained  and  determined  by  their  ability  and  aptitude  to  communicate  in  writing  to  ordinary 
hearing  and  speaking  persons  the  knowledge  they  have  acquired  through  technical  instruction.  • 

While  instructors  of  deaf-mutes  require  to  avail  themselves  of  every  means  and  appliance 
in  order  to  impart  knowledge,  the  ordinary  speaking  world  can  only  pronounce  upon  the 
efficiency  of  these  means  and  appliances  by  an  examination  of  their  results  as  indicated  in  the 
proficiency  of  the  pupils  to  communicate  intelligently  the  knowledge  thus  received. 

If  the  results  of  instruction  are  in  all  respects  satisfactory,  then  the  object  of  founding 
Deaf  and  Dumb  educational  institutions  is  accomplished,  and  few  persons  will  stop  to 
criticize  very  closely  or  unduly  magnify  the  defects — fancied  or  real — of  a system  that 
has  a successful  ending. 

On  this  principle  I examined  the  pupils  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution.  There  are 
now  seven  classes,  graded  according  to  advancement  and  proficiency.  Each  of  these  classes 
are  subdivided  into  sections  to  suit  the  capacity  of  each  pupil.  These  classes  and  sub- 
divisions were  examined  in  the  various  branches  taught  in  ordinary  schools,  some  of  the  pupils 
in  each  class  were  found  in  a very  advanced  state,  and  thoroughly  understood  the  meaning 
of  words  and  the  construction  of  sentences.  Many  were  quite  proficient  in  arithmetic  and 
geography,  and  correctly  answered  the  questions  put  to  them.  The  composition  of  others  on 
subjects  named  at  the  time  by  me  was  most  creditable,  and  fully  equal  to  the  efforts  of 
ordinary  children  of  the  same  age  in  other  schools.  Considerable  progress  was  also  apparent 
in  the  middle  and  lowest  grades,  in  fact  all  the  pupils  appeared  to  be  steadily  progressing  in 
their  studies,  and  the  general  educational  condition  of  the  Institution  was  most  satisfactory 
and  encouraging. 

The  establishment  of  a teachers’  weekly  class,  which  I attended  at  my  inspection,  has 
been  productive  of  good,  not  only  in  better  qualifying  the  teachers  for  the  dischaige  of 
their  duties,  but  in  procuring  greater  uniformity  in  the  method  of  instruction. 
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The  articulation  class  continues  to  receive  instruction  as  reported  last  year,  but  inas- 
much as  various  propositions  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the  speciality  are  still  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Association  of  Deaf-mute  Instructors  I am  not  yet  prepared  to  re- 
commend the  appointment  of  a skilled  special  instructor  for  that  class.  The  Principal 
submitted  several  books  in  arithmetic  for  adoption.  French’s  series  of  mental  arithmetic, 
comprising  three  books,  appeared  beyond  all  doubt  to  be  the  best,  and,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Principal,  it  was  chosen.  The  Principal  was  also  authorised  to  purchase 
additional  books  for  the  library  and  class-rooms. 

At  my  inspection  in  January  there  were  116  pupils  in  the  Institution — viz.  78  boys 
and  38  girls.  Fifty-eight  of  that  number  were  being  supported  in  respect  of  payment  of 
board  by  parents,  49  by  municipalities,  and  nine  by  the  Province  as  orphans.  At  my 
visit  in  May,  which  extended  over  four  days,  the  number  of  pupils  had  increased  to  1 20, 
of  whom  80  were  boys  and  40  girls,  supported  as  follows  : — 

54  pupils  by  Municipalities, 

53  ,,  by  Parents, 

13  „ by  the  Province,  as  Orphans. 

The  current  session  opened  on  the  14th  of  September,  and  at  my  visit  to  the  Insti- 
tution, two  weeks  after  the  opening,  124  pupils,  80  of  whom  were  boys  and  44  girls,  had 
come  forward,  and  were  on  the  roll.  Of  this  number  61  were  supported  by  parents  and 
guardians,  55  by  various  municipalities  in  the  Province  and  eight  as  orphans. 

At  the  close  of  the  official  year,  30th  September,  the  number  of  pupils  had  increased 
to  131. 

The  following  table  shews  the  counties  from  which  these  131  pupils  were  received, 
and  how  they  were  supported  in  respect  of  payment  of  board  : — 


Table,  shewing  the  number  of  deaf  mutes  that  were  in  the  Institution  on  30th  September, 

and  how  supported. 


1 

Total  number  of  Deaf  Mutes  in  the! 
Institution  on  the  30th  Sept.,! 
and  the  Counties  from  which' 
they  were  received. 

1 

d 

Izi 

SHOWING  HOW  THEY  WERE  SUPPORTED. 

1 

o 

i Supported  by  Pa- 
rents or  Guardians. 

1 

Supported  by  Muni- 
cipalities. 

1 

By  the  Province 
as  Orphans. 

Brant 

7 

3 

3 

1 

Brnce  

1 

1 

Ca.rlet.nii  ... 

2 

1 

1 

F.Din  

4 

4 

Bssev 

1 

1 

Frmiteufl.c  . .... 

4 

4 

Grey 

4 

2 

2 

Haldimand 

2 

1 

1 

Hastings  

8 

8 

Huron  

14 

1 

12 

1 

Tvent 

2 

2 

Lambton 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Ijanark  

2 

2 

T.eeds~  and  Grenville 

3 

2 

1 

I.ennox  and  Addington  

2 

1 

1 

T. in  coin  

1 

1 

’Middlpsex 

12 

11 

1 

N nrf  ol  k 

5 

2 

3 

Nnrt.bnnrtbcrla.nd  a.nfl  Durham 

13 

13 

Ontario  

1 

1 1 

( )xfnrd  

2 

1 2 

Peel 

3 

2 

1 

Perth . . . 

5 

1 4 

1 

Peterboro’.  

1 

1 1 

Prince  Hrlwarrl  

0 

Prescott  a.nrl  P.nssell  

1 

1 

Carried  forward 
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Table,  shewing  the  number  of  deaf  mutes  that  were  in  the  Institution. — Continued. 


SHOWING  HOW  THEY  WERE  SUPPORTED. 


Total  number  of  Deaf  Mutes  in  the 
Institution  on  the  3th  Sept., 
and  the  Counties  from  which 
they  were  rechved. 


"o 


Supported  by. Pa-  Supported  by  Muni-  By  the  Province 
rents  or  Guardians.  cipalities.  | as  Orphans. 


Br'ought  fwioard. 


Simcoe  

Wellington 

Welland  

Wentworth 

Waterloo  

York  

City  of  Toronto  .. 
City  of  Hamilton 
City  of  London  .. 
City  of  Kingston 
New  Brunswick.. 


4 

4 

3 

3 
1 

4 
3 

i 1 

T 

1 

1 


131 


I 


2 

1 

1 

3 

1 


2 

3 

1 1 


2 


4 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 
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As  the  organization  of  the  classes  and  the  classification  of  the  pupils  are  considerably 
delayed  and  obstructed  by  the  reception  of  pupils  after  the  formal  opening  of  the  session, 
the  Principal  was  instructed  to  issue  a circular  informing  parents  of  deaf-mutes,  and 
others  interested,  that  after  the  present  session  the  provision  of  the  by-laws  requiring  all 
pupils  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  opening  of  the  term  would  be  enforced. 

Many  complaints  were  received  from  parents  of  the  alleged  injustice  done  to  them 
in  reducing  the  rate  of  board  to  pupils  supported  by  municipalities  to  one  dollar  a week 
while  the  rate  to  them  was  kept  at  one  dollar  and  a half.  As  the  question  is  now  sub- 
mitted for  the  decision  of  Government  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  matter,  except  to 
say  that  the  discrimination  in  favour  of  municipalities,  without  first  coming  to  a well-defined 
understanding  with  them  as  to  what  deaf-mutes  they  should  send  to  the  Institution  and  sup- 
port while  there,  is  unjust  to  many  poor  parents  who,  in  the  exercise  of  a very  commendable 
spirit  of  independence,  refuse  to  ask  for  municipal  aid. 

Domestic. 

Owing  to  the  very  insufficient  kitchen  and  store-room  space  afforded  under  the  ori- 
ginal arrangement  of  the  building,  an  appropriation  was  asked  last  year  for  alterations 
and  additions. 

These  have  now  been  completed  and  a first-class  cooking  range  has  been  substituted 
for  the  cooking  stove,  which  now  renders  these  departments  as  complete  as  it  is  possible 
to  have  them,  in  consequence  of  which  the  utmost  regularity  and  order  prevails  in  the 
domestic  management. 

The  meals  of  the  pupils  are  served  in  a neat  way  and  very  promptly,  and  the  tables,  at 
all  my  visits,  had  an  abundant  supply  of  good,  wholesome  fare. 

At  each  of  my  inspections  I saw  every  pupil  in  attendance,  and  received  from  the 
Principal  information  and  particulars  respecting  every  case  requiring  attention.  The 
appearance  of  the  pupils  furnished  good  evidence  that  their  wants  and  requirements 
were  being  well  attended  to  ; and  that  the  health  of  the  inmates  was  good. 

The  additional  work  caused  by  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  the  female  pupils, 
and  the  desirability  of  placing  the  younger  boys,  while  in  dormitory,  in  charge  of  a com- 
petent person,  necessitated  the  appointment  of  a house-keeper  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent session  : who  also  supervises  the  kitchen  and  dining-room. 

Various  articles  of  furniture ‘and  furnishings  were  authorized  to  be  purchased  upon 
the  requisitions  being  presented  to  me  at  my  inspections. 


/ 
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State  of  the  Buildings. 

In  addition  to  the  alterations  and  repairs  to  the  kitchen  an  appropriation  was  made 
for  papering  and  decorating  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building.  This  work  was  completed 
during  the'  vacation,  and  has  very  much  improved  the  appearance  of  the  Institution.  An 
additional  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  is  asked  this  year  to  continue  this  work,  and  to 
paint  and  grain  certain  rooms. 

The  had  quality  of  flooring  used  throughout  the  entire  building  will  render  it  neces- 
sary to  have  a considerable  portion  of  it  renewed  at  an  early  day.  I would  recommend  that 
the  class-rooms,  lower-halls,  and  dining-rooms  be  relaid  this  ^ season  with  the  best  quality 
of  well  seasoned  oak  flooring  not  over  four  inches  wide. 

Owing  to  the  great  amount  of  window  surface  in  the  Institution  and  its  exposed 
position  it  will  be  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  economy  as  well  as  comfort,  to  place 
inside  blinds  on  all  the  front  windows  of  the  building.  Notwithstanding  the  alterations 
to  the  eaves  of  the  building,  water  still  comes  through,  and  damages  the  walls  and  ceilings. 
The  principle  adopted  in  their  construction  is  very  faulty  and  will  continue  to  cause  trouble 
until  a better  is  adopted. 

The  ward-robe  conveniences  of  the  Institution  are  very  deficient,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  construct  a range  of  closets  and  drawers  in  one  of  the  attic  dormitories,  so 
that  each  of  the  pupils  in  the  Institution  may  have  a lock-up  for  his  or  her  exclusive  use. 

As  the  lavatory  appliances  were  not  quite  sufficient  on  the  girls’  side  of  the  house, 
the  Principal  was  instructed  to  purchase  a few  closed  wash-stands  for  the  elder  pupils. 

In  addition  to  the  chemical  engines  kept  in  the  corridors  of  the  Institution,  which 
in  my  opinion  would  subdue  any  fire  that  might  break  out  within  the  building,  if  a proper 
guard  is  kept  to  have?  them  in  use  at  a moment’s  notice,  I represented  to  the  Honourable 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  the  necessity  of  providing  outside  protection. 
Hydrants,  connecting  with  the  pumping  engine  were  immediately  placed  in  close  prox- 
amity  to  the  building  at  various  points  on  the  grounds,  which,  I think,  renders  the  fire 
protection  effective.  But  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  an  additional  engine  at  the  bay 
in  order  to  obtain  sufficient  force,  as  well  as  to  guard  against  accidents  to  the  present  one. 

The  outside  closets,  which  are  built  on  the  ordinary  vault  system,  are  quite  unsuited 
for  an  Institution  of  this  size.  What  with  freezing  in  winter  and  the  bad  odour  in  summer 
the  sooner  the  dry  earth  system  or  water  sewage  is  introduced  the  better. 

The  work-shop  and  houses  recommended  to  be  built  in  my  last  report,  and  for  which 
an,  appropriation  was  made  by  Parliament  last  session,  are  now  approaching  completion, 
and  will  be  ready  for  occupation  this  winter.  But  before  they  can  he  occupied  various 
additions  will  require  to  he  made  to  the  dwellings,  which  are  very  small  and  badly 
arranged.  The  work-shop  should  also  be  furnished  with  a tank  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
hold  at  least  one  thousand  gallons  of  water,  both  for  fire  protection  and  ordinary  uses. 
An  appropriation  will  also  be  required  to  furnish  the  necessary  machinery,  fixtures,  and 
appliances  for  the  work-shop,  a statement  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Hon. 
Commissioner  of-Public  Works. 


Additional  Buildings. 

The  want  of  a gymnasium  and  play-rooms  is  now  beginning  to  be  very  much  felt ; 
at  present,  out-door  amusements  and  exercise  alone  can  be  indulged  in,  and  on  rainy  days 
the  pupils  are  confined  to  the  class-rooms  and  other  parts  of  the  main  building,  which  adds 
very  considerably  to  the  tear  and  wear  upon  the  building  and  furniture,  and  very  much 
restricts  healthful  exercise  and  amusement.  To  overcome  this  I would  most  respectfully 
recommend  that  a building  containing  a gymnasium,  play-rooms,  and  reading-room,  with 
space  in  the  upper  story  for  additional  dormitories,  be  erected.  The  dormitories  need 
not  be  finished  internally  until  required. 

The  distance  of  the  Institution  from  the  town  of  Belleville  renders  it  exceedingly 
desirable  that  houses  should  be  built  for  the  teachers  upon  the  Institution  grounds,  for 
the  occupation  of  which  they  would  willingly  pay  a sum  equal  to  seven  per  cent,  of  the 
capital  outlay.  I would,  therefore,  recommend  that  one  double  semi  detached  house,  and 
one  good  sized  single  cottage,  with  all  the  external  requirements  of  ordinary  houses  be 
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constructed  for  the  teachers  of  the  Institution.  Additional  barn  space  is  also  required  as 
well  as  a good  root-house. 

I would,  therefore,  most  respectfully  recommend  to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  Honourable  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  from 
the  Legislature  for  the  construction  of  these, hew  buildings,  and  for  the  alterations  and 
additions  recommended  in  a previous  part  of  this  Keport. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

The  accounts  of  the  year  are  herewith  presented,  shewing  the  expenditure  for  the 
twelvemonths  to  have  been  $24,895  55,  and  the  receipts  from  the  payment  of  the  board 
of  pupils  and  all  other  sources  of  revenue  $3,233.76. 

These  figures  show  that  the  entire  cost  of  educating,  boarding  and  lodging  each  pupil 
in  the  Institution  for  the  term  of  ten  months  was  $198.70. 

If,  however,  we  deduct  from  the  total  expenditure  the  amount  received  for  board  and 
articles  sold,  we  find  that  the  actual  cost  of  each  pupil  to  the  Province,  per  session  of  ten 
months,  to  be  $173.29. 

A comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  of  similar  establishments  elsewhere  is  very 
favourable  to  the  Ontario  Institution. 

A statement  of  the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  year  1873  is  herewith  appended, 
showing  that  the  sum  of  $29,126.00  is  required  for  the  ensuing  year. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  again  to  bear  witness  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  the  Principal,  officers,  and  teachers  of  this  Institution  have  discharged  their  duty. 

Statement  of  Expenditure  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  from 
the  1st  October,  1871,  to  31st  September,  1872. 

Medicine  and  medical  comforts $106  01 

Medical  attendance  215  25 

$321  26 

Household  expenses : — 

Butcher’s  meat 

Butter  and  cheese 

Flour  

Barley-meal,  &c 

Eggs  

Fruit  

Fish  and  Fowls 

Salt,  pepper,  mustard,  &c. 

Sugar  and  syrup 

Tea  and  coffee 

Groceries,  assorted  

Potatoes  and  vegetables  . . 


Bedding,  clothing  and  furnishing  : 


Bedding  and  furnishing 156  76 

Clothing  and  shoes  400  26 

Furniture  and  tools 652  56 

Crockery  and  glass-ware  13  35 

1,222  93 

Fuel,  gas,  and  oil : — 

Fuel 2,502  44 

Gas,  oil,  candles,  matches,  &c 607  90 

3,110  34 


Carried  forward $11,263  08 


1,944 

13 

1,213 

45 

1,229 

97 

76 

31 

113 

95 

215 

26 

234 

12 

52 

25 

646 

22 

537 

62 

164 

01 

181 

26 

Cleaning  : — 


Brought  forward 


$11,263  08 


Brooms,  brushes,  blacking,  &c $40  27 

Soap  and  laundry 262  92 

Cleaning  and  white- washing 86  75 

389  94 

Books,  stationery,  printing,  &c. : — 


Advertising  and  printing 

Stationery 

Postage,  express,  &c 

School-books  and  apparatus 
Library j 

Farm  and  stable : — 


Feed  and  fodder 457  91 

Farm  implements,  carriages  and  drainage 288  24 

746  15 

Buildings  and  grounds  : — 

Repairs  and  internal  ornamentation 463  73 

Construction  190  CO  t 

Ornamentation 132  85 

786  58 


88  99 
122  75 
59  00 
54  48 
10,707  50 

11,032  72 


$24,895  55 

/ 

Estimate  of  amount  required  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  the  year  commencing  1st  of  January,  and  ending  31st  of  December, 
1873  : 


Sundries  

Incidentals  

Amusements 

Officers’  travelling  expenses. 
Salaries  and  wages 


63  73 
151  24 
213  02 
195  94 
53  15 

677  08 


Medicines  and  medical  comforts $100  00 

Household  Expenses : 

Butchers’  meat  $2,400  00 

Butter  and  cheese 1,550  00 

Flour 1,800  00 

- Barley,  meal,  &c 100  00 

Eggs f.. 60  00 

Fruit 200  00 

Fish  and  fowls . 150  00 

Salt,  pepper,  mustard,  &c 80  00 

Sugar  and  syrup 750  00 

Tea  and  coffee 550  00 

Groceries,  assorted 300  00 

Potatoes  and  vegetables  200  00 

8,140  00 


Carried  forward $8,240  00 


54 


Brought  forward 

Bedding,  Clothing  and  Furnishing : 


18,240  00 


Beds  and  bedding 

Clothing  and  shoes  

Furniture  and  furnishing  

Crockery  and  glassware 

Fuel,  Gas  and  Oil : 

Fuel 

Gas,  oil,  candles,  matches,  &c 

Cleaning  : — 

Brooms,  brushes,  blacking,  &c 

Soap  and  laundry  ...  

Cleaning 

Books,  Stationery,  Printing,  &c. : 

Advertising,  printing  and  stationery  

Postage,  express,  &c 

Books  and  apparatus ... 

F eed  and  fodder 

Farm  implements,  drainage  and  ornamentation 

Eepairs  and  internal  ornamentation 

Amusements 

Officers,  orphans  and  pupils’  travelling  expenses 

Incidentals 


Salaries  and  JVages  : 

Principal  

Physician 

Book-keeper  and  steward 

Matron 

Teachers 

Visitors’  attendant 

Housekeeper 

Engineer  

Farmer 


Gardener 1 

Fireman  1 

N ight  watchman 1 

Carpenter  and  assistant  carpenter 2 

Trade  instructor  for  new  shops 1 

Farm  hand  a,nd  teamster. 1 

Messenger 1 

Cook  and  baker  2 

Six  maids 6 

Gate  keeper 1 


No.  of  offieers 
and  employees. 

....  1 

...  1 

....  1 

,...  1 

....  8 

...  1 

..  1 .....  .. 
....  1 


1600 

00 

400 

00 

600 

00 

30 

00 

2,500 

00 

750 

00 

50 

00 

250 

00 

100 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

400 

00 

1,600 

00 

500 

00 

800 

00 

300 

00 

5,000 

00 

180 

00 

200 

00 

600 

00 

350 

CO 

240 

00 

180 

00 

216 

00 

650 

00 

600 

00 

168 

00 

96 

00 

450 

00 

504 

00 

72 

00 

1,630  00 


3,250  00 


400  00 


800  00 
300  00 
400  00 
400  00 
200  00 
300  00 
500  00 


16,420  00 


12,706  00 


/ 
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129,126  0» 
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ONTARIO  INSTITUTION 

FOR  THE 

EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


A Principal  having  been  appointed  to  this  Institution  on  the  2nd  day  of  January, 
he  was  directed  to  visit  the  Institutions  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  at  Batavia, 
Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  himself  respecting  the 
system  of  instruction  pursued  in  these  institutions,  and  the  style  of  type,  class  books, 
maps  and  apparatus  in  use.  He  was  also  instructed  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the 
mode  of  awarding  admission  to  such  establishments,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  that  ob 
tained  in  them,  with  respect  to  the  literary  and  domestic  management,  as  well  as  gene- 
rally to  inform  himself  upon  all  matters  relating  to  such  Institutions. 

The  result  of  Dr.  Wiggins’  visit,  as  well  as  of  my  own,  made  some  time  previous,  to 
some  of  the  establishments  named  and  others,  is  embodied  in  the  following  Report 
addressed  to  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Secretary,  dated  11th  March  1872  : — 

“I have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  that  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  the  best  and  most  highly  esteemed  system 
of  instruction  at  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Brantford,  as  well  as  for  the  intro- 
duction into  the  several  departments  of  the  most  approved  apparatus  and  appliances,  I 
some  time  ago  visited  a few  of  the  United  States  Institutes  in  order  to  obtain  general 
information  upon  the  subject.  For  the  same  purpose,  on  the  appdintment  of  Mr. 
Wiggins  to  the  position  of  Principal,  I instructed  him  to  visit  four  establishments  having 
the  highest  literary  reputation  in  the  United  States.  The  result  of  these  visits  may  be 
briefly  stated  as  follows  : — 

“ 1st.  There  are  several  classes  of  raised  type  used  in  the  United  States  in  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  respecting  which  very  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  prevails, 
each  class  having  its  advocates  and  each  its  detractors.  It  is,  however,  very  apparent  to 
a critical  examiner  (and  in  fact  it  was  generally  admitted  by  all  teachers  that  I had 
conversation  with)  that  as  yet  the  art  of  printing  has  been  ^ little  practical  benefit  to  the 
blind,  oral  instruction  being  mainly  pursued  in  their  education.  The  books  produced  in 
raised  type  are  comparatively  few,  very  clumsy  and  voluminous,  and  exceedingly 
expensive. 

“ The  attention  of  Principals  of  Institutions,  and  Instructors  of  the  Blind  is  now  being 
directed  to  this  most  serious  obstacle  to  the  proper  education  of  this  class,  and  doubtless 
before  many  years  transpire  important  changes  and  improvements  will  be  made. 

“ The  three  classes  of  line  or  letter  type  now  in  use  in  the  United  States  are  known  as 
follows  ; — 

“1st.  The  Boston  or  lower  case,  which  is  the  small  Roman  letter  without  capitals,  in 
which  the  Bible  and  a considerable  number  of  books  are  printed. 

“ 2nd.  The  Philadelphia,  or  Glasgow  type,  which  consists  entirely  of  the  Roman 
capitals,  in  which  an  abridgement  of  the  “Worcester  Dictionary is  printed,  and  other 
books ; and 


“ 3rd.  The  Kneass  type  which,  Avith  a few  modifications,  is  a combination  of  the 
Boston  and  Philadelphia,  Avilh  small  and  capital  letters  combined  as  in  ordinary  reading. 

“ I arn  of  opinion  that  the  last  named  system,  the  “ Kneass  type,”  is.  the  best,  inas- 
much as  when  a blind  person  once  acquires  a knoAvledge  of  it  he  can  with  very  little 
effort  also  read  the  Boston  and  Philadelphia  type.  In  addition  to  which  it,  also  gives  the 
blind  a greater  amount  of  reading  matter  than  any  other  system. 

“The  ‘ Moon  type,’  very  commonly  used  in  England,  is  almost  entirely  composed  of 
arbitrary  characters,  and  is  not  only  more  difficult  to  master,  but  requires  teachers 
specially  trained  to  impart  instruction,  and  therefore  tends  to  alienate  the  blind  from 
ordinary  seeing  persons  by  rendering  them  dependent  upon  skilled  teachers  for  instruc- 
tion. Apart  from  this  objection  I am  of  opinion  that  the  system  of  education  in  this 
Province  should  assimilate  itself  as  much  as  possible  to  that  in  existence  in  the  United 
States,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  blind  of  Ontario  will  come  more  in  contact 
Avith  those  of  the  neighbouring  country  than  any  other.  I Avould  therefore  recommend 
that  the  ‘Kneass’  type  be  introduced  into  the  school  series  of  the  Ontario  Institution. 

“ I Avould  recommend  that  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Institution  be  at  first  composed  of 
one  skilled  female  teacher,  one  ordinary  male  teacher  and  one  ordinary  female 
teacher,  the  tAVo  last  named  to  have  first  class  certificates. 

“I  Avould  further  recommend  the  purchase  of  the  books,  apparatus  and  appliances, 
enumerated  in  the  annexed  list,  all  of  Avhich  is  respectfully  submitted.” 

The  recommendations  contained  in  the  above  report  having  received  the  approval  of 
Government,  teachers  were  engaged  and  arrangements  completed  for  opening  the 
Institution. 

Under  the  specifications  the  buildings  were  to  have  been  completed  on  the  1st  day  of 
November,  1871,  but  OAving  to  the  failure  of  the  contractors,  necessitating  the  prepara- 
tion of  new  specifications  and  their  submission  to  the  public  for  tenders  for  the  completion 
of  that  portion  of  the  Avork  left  undone,  the  date  of  completion  Avas  extended  to  1st.  April, 
1872.  Circulars  Avere  accordingly  issued  to  the  clerks  of  all  municipalities,  advising  them 
that  the  Institution  Avould  be  opened  for  the  admission  of  pupils  on  16th  April,  but 
owing  to  another  series  of  delays  on  the  part  of  the  new  contractor  this  did  not  take 
place  until  the  1st  of  May,  and  even  then  under  the  most  adverse  circumiftances.  Work- 
men were  engaged  in  every  part  of  the  building  from  the  day  of  opening  until  the  vaca- 
tion. The  opening  of  the  Institution  under  these  circumstances  was  a serious  mistake, 
inasmuch  as  neither  order  nor  discipline  could  be  introduced  into  the  administration  of 
its  affairs.  Even  Avith  ordinary  seeing  children  the  presence  of  workmen  in  an  incom- 
plete building  Avould  have  been  bad  enough,  but  in  the  case  of  the  blind  their  care  was  a 
constant  cause  of  anxiety.  The  Principal  was  therefore  instructed  to  discourage  pupils 
being  sent  forAvard  until  the  opening  of  the  fall  session.  For  this  reason  only  eleven 
pupils  were  on  the  roll  for  the  broken  term  commencing  the  1st  May,  and  ending  the 
26th  of  June. 

Of  this  number  six  Avere  pupils  whose  board  was  paid  by  parents,  two  by  Councils, 
and  three  were  boarded,  clothed  and  educated  as  orphans  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government. 

In  order  to  obtain  accdrate  information  relative  to  blind  youths  of  school-age  in  the 
ProAunce,  their  number,  the  Grcumstances  of  their  parents,  and  the  causes  which  were 
likely  to  keep  them  from  the  Institution,  I instructed  the  Principal  to  visit  as  many  of 
them  as  he  could  reach  during  the  vacation.  The  number  of  youths  of  the  proper  school- 
age  has  not  yet  been  ascertained,  but  from  all  the  information  that  can  be  obtained  it  does 
not  exceed  one  hundred. 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  parents  of  over  three-fourths  of  these  blind  youths 
are  in  very  poor  circumstances,  and,  unless  they  receive  assistance  from  some  source,  will  be 
quite  unable  to  pay  even  forty  dollars  a session  for  the  board  of  their  children  while  being 
educated  at  the  Institution.  In  this  respect  the  inability  of  the  parents  is  even  greater 
.and  more  marked  than  with  those  of  deaf  mutes.  Consequently  the  necessity  for  Legisla- 
tive action  in  the  direction  indicated  in  the  report  on  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  is  more  imperative.  I would  therefore  recommend  that  the  Institution  be  made 
free  to  all  blind  youths  of  school  age  in  the  Province,  except  those  whose  parents  are  able 
to  pay  for  their  board. 
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The  Autumn  Session  of  the  Institution  opened  on  the  4th  of  September.  The  follow- 
ing table  shews  the  number  of  pupils  up  to  the  30th  of  September  who  had  entered,  the 
counties  from  which  they  came,  and  how  they  are  supported  in  respect  of  payment 
of  board. 


Name  of  Counties. 

Number 
of  Pupils 
from  each 
County. 

Supported  by 
Parents 
or  Guardians. 

Supported  by 
Municipalities. 

By  the 
Province  as 
Orphans. 

Brant  

4 

1 

1 

2 

Bruce 

1 

1 

Frontenac...  

3 

1 

1 

1 

Huron  

1 

1 

Halton  

1 

1 

York  

7 

2 

4 

1 

Simcoe  

1 

1 

Prince  Edward  

1 

1 

Lincoln  

1 

1 

Durham 

1 

1 

Perth 

3 

1 

2 

Middlesex 

3 

i 1 

2 

Glengarry 

1 

1 

Norfolk 

1 1 

1 

1 

Wellington  *.  

2 

1 

1 

1 

Wentworth  

2 

1 

1 1 

Ontario  

1 

1 

1 

Montreal  

1 1 

1 

35 

11 

16 

8 

This  summary  shews  that  of  the  35  pupils  in  the  Institution  on  the  30th  September 
11  were  supported  by  parents,  16  by  municipalities,  and  8 by  the  Province  as  orphans. 

A great  number  of  applications  have  been  received  for  the  admission  of  young  men 
and  women  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  thirty.  The  following  general  principles 
were  laid  down  as  constituting  a reason  for  suspending  the  rule  respecting  admission  over 
the  specified  school-age  : — 

1st.  In  the  case  of  a blind  youth  a little  over  age,  whose  education  has  been  entirely 
neglected. 

2nd.  Where  education  had  been  commenced,  but  for  some  reason  suspended  before  a 
fair  state  of  proficiency  had  been  attained. 

3rd.*  When  a young  blind  person  gives  indication  of  possessing  considerable  musical 
ability,  which  by  instruction  would  enable  him  or  her  to  earn  a livelihood. 

Three  statutory  inspections  were  made  of  this  Institution  during  the  year,  the  first, 
which  took  place  on  the  1 8th  and  19th  of  April,  was  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  comple- 
ting the  furnishing  of  the  building,  allocating  the  rooms  for  educational  and  domestic 
purposes,  and  for  the  occupation  of  the  officers  and  teachers  ; the  engagement  of  teachers, 
and  for  the  general  organizing  of  the  establishment.  In  order  that  the  last  named  object 
might  be  properly  accomplished  the  following  by-laws,  defining  the  design  of  the  Institu- 
tion and  the  method  and  terms  of  admission  to  it,  and  the  duties  of  its  officers,  teachers,  and 
servants,  received  the  assent  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  on  the  30th  May, 
1872,  and  were  at  once  placed  in  force. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  ‘‘  Prison  and  Asylum  Inspection  Act, 
1868,”  the  Inspector  of  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c.,  with  the  assent  of  His  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  enacts  as  follows  : — 

DESIGN  OF  INSTITUTION. 

1.  The  Institution  is  founded  for  the  purpose  of  -educating,  as  well  as  imparting  in- 
struction in  some  professional  or  manual  art  to  such  blind  persons  residing  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  as  are  hereafter  described,  and  is  not  intended  as  an  Asylum  for  the  aged  and 
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infirm,  or  a Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  disease,  hut  in  its  design  has  reference  011I7  to 
the  physical,  mental  and  moral  training  of  blind  youths  of  both  sexes. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE  OF  PUPILS. 

2.  All  blind  youths  of  both  sexes,  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  twenty-one,  not 
being  deficient  in  intellect,  and  free  from  contagious  disease,  being  residents  of  the  Pro- 
Tince  of  Ontario,  may  be  admitted  into  the  Institution. 

3.  The  period  of  education  and  instruction  for  any  pupil  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Principal,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Inspector,  but  shall  not  exceed  seven  years,  and 
no  pupil  shall  remain  in  the  Institution  in  any  case  for  a longer  period,  unless  under 
special  circumstances,  and  discretionary  power  in  this  respect  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Inspector  and  Principal. 

4.  The  regular  annual  school  session  shall  commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember in  each  year,  and  continue  till  the  last  Wednesday  in  June.  Applications  for  admission 
must  bemade  ingood  time  to  ensure  the  pupil’s  reception  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

5.  Education,  as  well  as  instruction  in  such  mechanical  employments  as  may  be 
taught  in  the  Institution,  including  books,  stationery,  maps,  and  all  school  appliances, 
together  with  bed,  bedding,  towels,  and  general  maintenance  (excepting  only  wearing 
apparel  and  food)  to  be  free  to  all  youths,  specified  in  Section  two  of  this  By-law. 

6.  Parents,  guardians,  or  friends  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  board  of  pupils,  may 
apply  to  the  councils  of  the  county,  township,  city,  town,  or  incorporated  village  in  which 
they  reside,  and  the  clerk  of  the  municipality  shall  make  application  to  the  Principal  for 
the  admission  of  such  pupils  into  the  Institution;  when,  subject  to  the  provision  contained 
in  section  two,  admission  will  be  awarded  on  the  municipality  becoming  responsible  for 
board  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  week  during  the  school  session.  The  whole  question 
as  to  the  inability  of  the  applicants  to  pay  to  be  determined  by  such  municipality,  without 
reference  to  the  Government  or  the  officers  of  the  Institution. 

7.  Parents,  guardians,  or  friends  who  are  able  to  pay  for  the  board  of  pupils,  will  be 
charged  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  week  during  the  school  session,  and  application  for 
the  admission  of  such  pupils  will  be  made  direct  to  the  Principal. 

8.  One-half  of  the  cost  of  board  for  each  session  must  be  paid  in  advance,  and  the 
balance  before  the  close  of  the  session,  and  no  deduction  will  be  made  in  consequence  of 
absence  or  any  other  cause  except  sickness. 

9.  Indigent  orphans  to  be  boarded,  clothed  and  educated  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government,  on  the  application  for  admission  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  in  which  the 
orphan  resides,  with  the  certificate  of  the  Warden,  Peeve  or  Mayor,  and  the  County 
Judge  attached.  Travelling  expenses  of  such  pupils,  to  and  from  the  Institution,  to  be 
defrayed  by  such  municipality. 

10.  It  is  required  that  the  pupils  sent  to  the  Institution  shall  be  decently  and  com- 
fortably clothed,  and  furnished  with  a sufficient  change  and  variety  of  apparel  to  ensure 
cleanliness  and  comfort.  The  name  of  the  boy  or  girl  must  be  written  on  each  article 
with  permanent  marking  ink. 

11.  The  vacation  will  commence  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  June  and  end  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  September,  during  which  time  every  pupil  must  be  removed  to  his  or  her 
home,  or  place  of  abode. 

12.  All  travelling  expenses  of  pupils  to  or  from  the  Institution,  whether  at  vacation, 
or  in  consequence  of  serious  sickness,  must  be  defrayed  by  the  parent,  guardian,  friend  or 
municipality  sending  such  pupil 

13.  It  is  further  required  that,  in  case  of  serious  sickness,  death,  misconduct,  or 
deficiency  in  intellect,  the  pupil  shall  at  once  be  removed  from  the  Institution. 

14.  Before  any  pupil  is  received  into  the  Institution,  the  following  form  of  application 
^must  be  filled  up. 

FORM  OF  APPLICATION. 

To  the  Princi'pal  of  the  Ontario  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Brantford. 

The  undersigned,  desiring  to  obtain  admission  into  the  Institution  for 
®f  the  of  in  the  County  of  would  submit 
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for  your  consideration  the  following  particulars  in  answer  to  the  several  interrogatioa* 
herein  propounded,  viz.  : — 


(1,)  What  is  real  and  full  name  of  the  person  1 
for  whom  admission  is  asked  '?  J 

(2.)  What^are  the  names  of  his  or  her  parents! 

(3.)  What  is  the  place  of  residence  of  the  parents  1 ! 
Give  the  name  of  the  city,  town,  village  ( 
or  township,  and  county  in  which  they  T 
reside  in  full.  j 

(4.  ) What  is  the  occupation  of  the  parents  1 
(5.)  What  is  the  date  of  birth  of  the  person  for  ) 
whom  application  is  made  ? ) 

(6.)  At  what  age  did  the  blindness  occur  1 
(7.)  What  is  the  supposed  cause  of  blindness  ? 

(8. ) Is  the  blindness  total  or  only  partial  % 

(9.)  If  only  partial  does  it  prevent  the  person  1 
from  being  educated  in  a school  for  the  > 
seeing j 
(10.)  Is  the  person  for  whom  application  is  made  | 
of  sound  mind,  and  susceptible  of  Intel-  >. 
lectual  culture  1 ) 

Is  he  or  she  free  from  immoral  habits  1 
Has  he  or  she  any  bodily  deformity, ! 
infirmity,  or  defect  other  than  blindness,.  ^ 
if  so,  what  ? 3 

Is  he  or  she  free  from  epilepsy  and  all ) 
infectious  diseases  ? ) 

(14.)  What  is  his  or  her  general  state  of  health  1 
(15.)  Has  he  or  she  ever  been  a pupil  in  any  other ") 
school  for  the  blind,  if  so,  when  and  how  [• 
long  ? . 3 

(16.)  Has  he  or  she  ever  been  a pupil  of  a school  | 
for  the  seeing  1 j 

(17.)  Were  his  or  her  parents  related  before  \ 
marriage  ? If  so,  how  ? J 

(18.)  Are  there  any  other  cases  of  blindness  in! 
the  family,  and  if  so,  how  are  the  persons  ( 
so  affected  related  to  the  person  for  whom  f 
application  is  made  1 ) 

A!' hat  are  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  ) 
the  parents,  relatives,  or  guardians  of  the  > 
person  for  whom  application  is  made  1 j 


(11.) 

(12.) 


(13.) 


(19.) 


Answer. 


(Name  of  Applicant.) 


OFFICERS.  • 

15.  The  staff*  of  the  Institution  shall  consist  of  the  following  officers: — A Principal, 
Physician,  Bursar,  Matron  and  Teachers. 

DUTIES  OF  PRINCIPAL. 

16.  The  Principal  shall  be  the  chief  officer  of  the  Institution,  and  shall,  with  his  family, 
reside  in  the  Institution. 

(2.)  He  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  Inspector,  prescribe  the  course  and  method  of 
instruction  and  training  in  the  several  departments,  the  time  to  be  devoted  by  teachers 
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and  pupils  to  the  different  occupations,  studies  and  exercises,  the  system  of  discipline,  and 
shall  generally  superintend  and  direct  the  intellectual,  moral,  religious  and  mechanical 
instruction  of  the  pupils,  as  well  as  taking  special  charge  of  a class  in  the  teaching 
department. 

(3.)  He  shall  have  charge  of  the  internal  economy  of  the  Institution,  and  shall 
enforce  neatness,  order,  and  regularity  in  all  its  departments.  He  shall  frequently  visit 
the  dormitories  and  dining-rooms,  and  see  that  the  building  is  properly  warmed  and 
ventilated,  and  that  the  meals  are  regularly  and  promptly  served,  and  the  food  furnished 
is  wholesome  and  sufficient. 

(4.)  He  shall  communicate  from  time  to  time  to  the  Inspector,  such  information  as 
he  may  think  important  and  necessarj^,  and  shall  make  quarterly  reports  to  the  Inspector 
upon  the  educational  condition  of  the  Institute,  as  well  as  the  general  administration  of 
its  affairs. 

(5.)  Ho  subordinate  officer  shall  interfere  with  the  directions  of  the  Principal  to  the 
pupils.  They  shall  report  to  him  any  neglect  or  act  of  disobedience,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Principal  to  see  that  the  pupils  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Institution^  and  respect  and  obey  the  teachers  and  other  officers. 

(6.)  Complaints  of  grievances  on  the  part  of  subordinate  officers,  servants  or  pupils, 
shall  be  made  to  the  Principal,  and,  if  not  redressed,  application  in  writing  shall  be  made 
to  the  Inspector ; and  any  difficulties  that  may  arise  between  officers  shall  be  promptly 
reported  to  the  Principal  who  shall,  if  necessary,  refer  the  same  to  the  Inspector. 

(7.)  He  shall  keep  a register  of  the  names  and  ages  of  the  pupils,  their  parents  or 
guardians,  residence  and  date  of  admission  and  discharge  of  each  of  the  pupils,  and  such 
other  statistical  information  as  the  Inspector  may  prescribe,  together  with  a history,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  the  cause  and  duration  of  his  or  her  infirmity. 

(8,)  He  shall  make  frequent  daily  visits  to  the  several  class  rooms  and  work-shops 
during  the  hours  of  instruction,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  himself  informed  as  to  the 
progress  and  deportment  of  the  pupils,  and  of  making  such  suggestions  to  the  teachers  and 
trade  instructors  as  he  may  deem  useful ; and  shall  at  the  end  of  each  session,  or  oftener 
if  required,  report  each  pupil’s  progress  to  their  parents  or  friends,  and  preserve  a record 
of  the  same. 

(9.)  He  shall  keep  a journal  of  all  important  events  occurring  in  the  Institution,  and 
submit  the  same  to  the  Inspector  at  his  visits  of  Inspection. 

(10.)  He  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Inspector,  embracing  an  account  of  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Institution,  of  the  course  of  In- 
struction pursued,  and  of  the  health  and  general  improvement  of  the  pupils,  with  sug- 
gestions for  the  advancement  ot  tlie  objects  of  the  Institution. 

DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIAN. 

17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Physician  to  examine  every  pupil  upon  reception,  and 
to  inform  himself  of  the  health  of  such  pupil,  so  as  to  guard  against  the  introduction  of 
contagious  diseases. 

(2.)  He  shall  visit  the  Institution  every  day  in  his  professional  capacity,  and  shall 
have  the  general  care  of  the  health  of  the  pupils.  He  shall  also  attend  the  officers  and 
servants  of  the  Institution,  together  with  their  families. 

(3.)  He  shall  frequently  visit  the  several  departments  of  the  Institution,  and  shall 
notify  the  Principal,  for  the  information  of  the  Inspector,  of  any  defective  sanitary 
arrangements,  whether  in  respect  to  drainage,  ventilation,  insufficiency  of  clothing  or 
bedding,  the  quality  of  the  provisions,  or  any  other  defect  which,  in  his  opinion,  may 
prejudice  the  health  of  the  pupils. 

(4.)  He  shall  keep  a record,  in  a book  to  be  opened  for  that  purpose,  of  all  the 
pupils,  officers  and  others  whom  he  may  visit  in  the  Institution  in  his  professional  capa- 

giving  the  dates  of  such  visit,  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  ailment,  and  the  prescrip- 
tion made  by  him. 

(5.)  He  shall  make,  annually  or  oftener  if  required,  a report  to  the  Inspector  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution,  with  such  recommendations  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  pupils. 
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DUTIES  OF  BURSAR. 

18.  The  Bursar  shall  keep  an  inventory  of  all  the  furniture,  household  goods,  farm 
stock,  implements  and  chattels  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the  additions  made  thereto,  from 
time  to  time,  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  report  to  the  Inspector 
such  things  as  may  be  required,  and  shall  take  care  that  any  articles  of  whatever 
description,  in  his  charge,  when  worn  out  or  rendered  unfit  for  use,  are  returned  into 
store  and  duly  accounted  for. 

(2.)  He  shall  keep  exact  accounts  of  all  receipts  and  expenditure  in  the  books  of  the 
Institution  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Inspector,  and  shall  prepare  monthly  state- 
ments of  such  receipts  and  expenditures,  with  all  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  shall  for- 
ward the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province,  or  such  official  as  the  Treasurer  shall 
direct  for'  settlement. 

(3.)  He  shall  see  that  the  farm,  garden  and  grounds  are  well  and  neatly  kept,  and 
shall  have  general  charge  of  the  same. 

(4.)  He  shall  see  that  the  buildings,  including  the  barns,  stables,  and  other  out- 
houses, as  well  as  the  fences,  are  kept  in  a good  state  of  repair.  He  shall  also  have  charge 
of  vehicles  and  farm  implements  and  stock,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  see  that  all  the  live 
stock  is  properly  fed  and  taken  care  of. 

(5.)  He  shall  superintend  and  direct  the  employees  engaged  at  work  on  the  farm  or 
garden,  or  any  other  part  of  the  grounds,  and  shall  act  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
and  advice  of  the  Inspector. 

(6.)  The  Bursar  shall  also  act  as  accountant  and  storekeeper,  and,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Inspector,  shall  purchase  and  keep  all  the  stores  and  supplies  (other  than  books  and 
educational  appliances  and  apparatus,  which  shall  be  purchased  and  be  under  the  charge 
of  the  Principal),  and  shall  issue  the  same  upon  requisition  in  accordance  with  a pre- 
scribed form. 

(7.)  In  addition  to  the  several  duties  specified  in  the  preceding  sections  the  Steward 
shall  at  all  times  perform  such  additional  services  as  the  Inspector  may  prescribe. 

DUTIES  OF  MATRON. 

19.  The  Matron  shall  have  charge  of  the  blind  girls  out  of  school  hours. 

(2.)  She  shall  see  that  the  girls  are  judiciously  secluded  from  the  society  of  the  male 
pupils  ; that  they  are  industriously  employed  during  the  hours  appropriated  to  labour, 
that  they  may  make,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  garments  for  the  pupils  clothed  by  the 
Institution,  as  well  as  the  sewing  and  mending  for  the  Institution,  giving  them  such  In- 
struction and  assistance  as  may  be  necessary. 

(3.)  She  shall  see  that  the  girls  take  sufficient  exercise,  and  shall  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  cleanliness  of  their  persons  and  clothing. 

(4.)  She  shall  see  that  the  sleeping  and  sitting  rooms  of  the  girls  are  kept  in  proper 
order. 

(5.)  At  the  ringing  of  the  bell  for  meals,  she  shall  see  that  all  the  girls  proceed 
punctually  and  orderlyjto  the  dining  room,  and  shall  be  present  with  them,  and  have 
special  care  of  their  deportment  during  their  meals. 

(6.)  During  the  hours  of  work  she  shall  not  permit  any  person  to  be  in  the  rooms 
of  the  girls  without  permission  of  the  Principal. 

(7.)  She  shall  see  that  all  the  girls  retire  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  and  the  fires  and 
lights  in  their  apartment  are  made  secure  for  the  night. 

(8.)  She  shall  report  to  the  Principal  every  violation  of  the  rules  that  may  come 
under  her  observation,  giving  the  name  of  the  pupil  violating  the  rule,  and  the  time  when 
it  was  done. 

(9.)  She  shall  enter  in  a book  the  articles  of  clothing  belonging  to  each  pupil/  and 
see  that  the  same  are  carefully  preserved  ; she  shall  make  a requisition  on  the  Bursar  in 
writing  for  all  articles  of  bedding,  linen,  napiery,  as  well  as  clothing  for  orphans,  and 
such  furnishings  as  may  be  required  from  time  to  time,  and  shall  carefully  preserve  all 
the  clothing  materials,  &c,  that  may  be  placed  in  her  care. 

(10.)  She  shall,  every  Monday  morning,  record  in  a book  a list  of  the  articles  sent  to 


the  laundry  from  her  department,  and  on  their  return  shall  compare  them  with  the  list, 
and  report  to  the  Bursar  in  writing  each  Saturday  night  any  missing  article. 

(11.)  She  shall  keep  an  inventory  of  beds,  sheets,  blankets,  counterpanes,  pillow- 
cases, towels,  and  all  other  articles  belonging  to  her  department,  and  for  which  she  will 
be  held  responsible. 

(12.)  Uutil  the  services  of  a housekeeper  are  required,  the  Matron  shall  also  have 
the  oversight  of  the  kitchen  and  dining-room,  and  shall  receive  from  the  Steward  upon 
requisition  all  the  provisions  to  be  prepared  for  meals,  and  she  sh  ill  see  that  such  provi- 
sions are  economically  used,  and  after  every  meal  carefully  put  away.  She  shall  have 
charge  of  the  laundry,  and  see  that  the  articles  sent  in  are  properly  and  promptly  washed, 
and  that  the  kitchen  and  laundry  are  kept  in  order. 

(13.)  She  shall  at  all  times  consult  with  the  Principal  as  to  the  proper  performance 
of  her  duties  specified  in  sub-sections  2 to  8 inclusive,  and  with  the  Bursar  respecting  the 
duties  specified  in  sub-sections  9 to  1 2 inclusive. 

TEACHERS. 


20.  The  Teachers  shall  instruct  the  pupils,  under  the  direction  of  the  Principal,  and 
perform  such  duties  as  he,  with  the  approval  of  the  Inspector  may  require  of  them.  They 
shall  in  no  case  absent  themselves  from  their  duties  without  the  consent  of  the  Principal 
or  Inspector. 

(2.)  They  shall  at  all  times  exercise  a proper  supervision  of  the  pupils,  and  see  that 
they  violate  none  of  the  rules. 

(3.)  Their  treatment  of  the  pupils  shall  be  uniformly  gentle  and  kind.  No  teacher 
or  subordinate  officer  shall  administer  corporal  punishment,  but  shall  report  extreme 
cases  of  disobedience  to  the  Principal. 

(4.)  Teachers  shall  note  any  absence  from  or  irregularity  in  their  classes,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  Principal. 

(5.)  The  senior  teacher  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  Principal,  take  charge  of  the 
educational  department,  and  fully  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Principal. 


Office  Inspector,  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c., 
Ontario,  15th  April,  1872. 


J.  W.  Langmuir, 

Inspector. 


Assented  to  by  His  Excellency,  30th  May,  1872. 


J.  G.  Scott, 

Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council. 


At  my  visit  in  May,  the  School  had  been  in  operation  for  nearly  a month,  but  owing 
to  the  unfinished  condition  of  the  building  its  general  management  was  attended  with  great 
difficulty.  Several  defects  and  deficiencies  in  the  internal  arrangement  of  the  building 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Honourable  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  and 
orders  were  at  once  given  to  have  the  necessary  alterations  and  additions  made  to  remedy 
them. 

When  I visited  the  Institution  again  in  September  a very  marked  improvement  had 
taken  place.  The  entire  building  was  found  in  excellent  order,  with  thorough  cleanliness 
and  neatness  prevailing  in  every  department.  The  pupils’  dormitories  were  in  a very 
orderly  state,  the  bedding  clean,  and  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  season. 

The  kitchen  and  the  other  domestic  departments  did  not  give  evidence  of  being  well 
managed  and  suggestions  for  improvement  were  made. 

There  were  at  the  time  of  my  visit  33  pupils  in  residence,  viz.  20  boys  and  13  girls. 

The  examination  of  several  classes  in  reading,  geography,  mental  arithmetic  and 
other  lessons  was  very  satisfactory.  The  system  of  imparting  instruction  appeared  to  be 
very  efficient,  and*  well  calculated  to  accomplish  the  objects  aimed  at.  The  discipline  of  the 
class-rooms,  and  the  general  order  that  prevailed  in  the  educational  departments  were  all 
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that  could  be  desired.  As  a better  grading  of  the  pupils,  in  some  of  the  classes,  appeared  to  b® 
desirable  the  Principal  was  instructed  to  open  a third  class.  To  enable  this  to  be  done 
the  Bursar  was  authorised  to  place  desks  and  seats  and  otherwise  to  prepare  a third  class 
room  in  the  buildings. 

Now  that  the  work-shops  are  completed,  I would  again  repeat  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  last  year’s  report  that,  while  it  is  important  that  the  Institute  for  the  Blind  should  be 
established  and  organized  as  an  educational  establishment,  and  not  as  an  Asylum  for  adult' 
blind  persons  or  an  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  disease,  still  there  are  a class  of  blind 
people,  who  have  already  been  educated,  that  might  be  greatly  benefited  by  a course  of 
mechanical  instruction  in  its  work-shops,  and  in  carrying  out  which  no  violence  would  be 
done  to  the  educational  character  of  the  Institution,  but  which,  in  fact,  would  be  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  object  of  its  foundation.  The  lot  of  the  blind  is  naturally  one  of  the 
greatest  dependence,  and  in  the  training  of  blind  youths,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  of  vital 
importance  that  the  course  or  method  of  instruction  should  be  of  an  eminently  practical 
character,  not  only  that  the  evils  of  their  dependent  position  may  be  mitigated  as  much 
as  possible,  but  that  they  may  be  fitted  to  turn  such  instruction  as  is  given  to  them  in  the 
Institute  to  direct  benefit,  by  enabling  them  to  earn  a living  for  themselves.  For  this 
reason  I would  strongly  recommend  that  educated  blind  youths,  in  certain  cases,  be 
allowed  to  reside  in  the  Institution  for  periods  to  be  afterwards  determined,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  instruction  in  the  mechanical  department. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  from  the  Legislature  to  enable 
the  following  works  connected  with  this  Institution  to  be  proceeded  with  : — 

1st.  The  erection  of  three  houses  upon  the  Institution  grounds  for  such  of  the  officers 
and  employees  as  should  live  in  close  proximity  to  the  establishment. 

2nd.  Sheds  for  coal  and  wood,  and  for  waggons,  farm  implements,  <kc. 

3rd.  To  furnish  the  work-shops  with  the  machinery  and  appliances  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  trades  of  basket,  willow-ware  and  broommaking. 

4th.  To  complete  the  ornamentation,  planting  and^road-making  upon  the  Institution 
grounds. 

4th.  To  complete  the  furnishing  of  the  Institution  in  respect  of  educational  appli- 
ances and  apparatus,  additional  furniture  and  furnishings,  and  for  papering,  painting  and 
graining  in  the  main  building  of  the  Institution. 

The  accounts  of  the  Institution  from  the  time  it  was  opened,  on  1st  May,  until  the 
end  of  the  official  year,  30th  September,  a period  of  five  months,  are  herewith  appended, 
showing  the  entire  expenditure  to  be  $7,522.52. 

The  receipts  for  the  board  of  pupils  for  the  same  period  amounts  to  $360.50  which, 
when  deducted  from  the  gross  expenditure,  it  is  shown  that  the  actual  cost  to  the  Pro- 
vince for  maintaining  the  Institution  for  the  period  stated  was  $7,161.72. 

Estimate  of  amount  required  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  for  the  year  commencing  1st  January  and  ending  31st  December,  1873  : — 

Medicine  and  medical  comforts  $40  00 


Household  expenses : — 

Butcher’s  meat 

Butter  and  cheese 

Flour 

Barley-meal,  &c 

Eggs  ...  

Fruit 

Fish  and  fowls... 

Salt,  pepper,  mustard,  &c. 

Sugar  and  syrup 

Tea  and  coffee 

Groceries,  assorted  

Potatoes  and  vegetables  . 


$1,400 

00 

600 

00 

800 

00 

100 

00 

40 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

200 

00 

300 

00 

— $4,340  00 


Bedding,  clothmg  and  furnishing : — 


Beds  and  bedding 

Clothing  and  shoes  

Fnrnitnre  and  furnishing 

Crockery  and  glass-ware 

Fuel,  gas,  and  oil : — 

Fuel 

Gas,  oil,  candles,  matches,  &c  

Cleaning : — 

’ Brooms,  brushes,  blacking,  &c  

Soap  and  laundry 

Cleaning 

Books,  stationery,  printing,  &c. : — 

Advertising,  printing  and  stationery  

Postage,  express,  &c 

Books  and  apparatus 

Farm  cmd  stable  : — 

Feed  and  fodder  

Farm  implements,  drainage,  and  ornamentation. 

Bepairs  and  internal  ornamentation  

Amusements .. 

Travelling  expenses  of  officers,  &c 

Incidentals 


■Salaries  and  Wages : No-  of  officers 

and  employees. 

Principal 1 .... 

Bursar 1 

Physician 1 

Matron 1 

Teachers 4 

Professor  of  music 1 

Engineer 1 

Fireman 1 

Teamster  and  farm  hand 2 

Messenger 1 

Gardener 1 

Cook *. 1 

Visitors  attendant 1 .... 

Assistant  ditto  1 .... 

Laundress  and  maids 7 


$400  00 
200  00 
300  00 
100  00 

11,000  00 


2,400  00 
600  00 

3,000  00 

50  00 
150  00 
100  00 

300  00 


200  00 
150  00 
250  00 

600  00 


600  00 
200  00 
200  00 
100  00 
200  00 
300  00 

1,600  00 


1,000  00 
800  00 
300  00 
300  00 
2,200  00 
900  00 
600  00 
180  00 
600  00 
144  00 
400  00 
144  00 
120  00 
96  00 
720  00 

— 8,504  00 


$19,384  00 

'Expenditure  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Blind  from  its  opening  on  1st  May, 
until  the  30th  September,  1872. 


Medecines  and  medical  comforts  $178  47 

Household  expenses : — 

Butchers  meat.  $245  22 

Butter..  ..t 72  30 

Flour  and  bread  106  39 
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Eggs  

Fruit 

Fish 

Sugar  and  syrup  

Tea  and  coffee  

Groceries  assorted  

Potatoes  and  vegetables 

Bedding  and  clothing  : — 

Bedding 

Clothing 

Furniture  and  furnishing 

Crockery  and  glassware 

Fuel,  gas  and  oil : — 

Fuel 

Gas  and  oil 

Cleaning : — 

Laundry  and  cleaning 

Boohs,  stationery,  printing,  &c. : — 

Stationery 

Books  and  apparati  

Postage  and  telegraph 

Farm  and  Stable  : — 

Feed  and  fodder 

Farm,  stable  and  stock 

Farm  implements 

Buildings  and  grounds  : — 

Ornamentation  

Incidentals  

Willow  plantation 

Travelling  expenses,  &c 

Salaries  and  wages 


$12  75 
15  74 
15  54  ‘ 

145  04 
249  87 
67  75 
34  58 

$965  18 


8 40 
26  55 
521  12 
106  67 

662  74 


207  36 
59  80 

267  16 


131  70 


265  31 
437  01 
78  69 

781  01 


98  65 
286  43 
56  90 

441  98 


94  68 
325  43 
24  75 
436  10 
3,213  32 

4,094  28 


$7,522  52 


o 


Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions. 


Having  been  instructed  by  Government  to  examine  fully  into  the  method  of  grant- 
ing Legislative  aid  to  Hospitals  and  Benevolent  Institutions,  the  accompanying  report, 
■which  -was  transmitted  to  the  Provincial  Secretary  on  the  18th  of  July,  embodies  the  result 
of  my  examination  into  the  subject.  Certain  defects  and  anomalies  in  the  system  ; as  well 
as  irregularities  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  some  of  the  establishments  in  receipt 
of  Government  aid  are  pointed  out,  as  having  come  under  my  observation  during  the  past 
five  years. 

Assuming  that  it  is  desirable  and  expedient  to  assist,  with  Provincial  funds,  certain 
benevolent  Institutions,  it  becomes  of  the  utmost  importance  to  determine  what  class  of 
Institutions  are  entitled  to  aid,  and  to  what  extent,  and  upon  what  principle  such  aid  shall 
be  granted. 

I think  it  will  generally  be  admitted,  that  the  best  means  of  determining  whether  a 
charitable  institution  is  entitled  to  aid,  is  by  an  examination  into  its  design  and  the 
character  of  the  work  it  is  endeavouring  to  accomplish.  If  the  objects  aimed  at  in  its 
establishment  and  maintenance  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  Province  at  large,  and  if 
its  affairs  are  conducted  in  such  a manner  as  to  accomplish  the  objects,  it  may  very 
properly  be  assumed  that  such  an  Institution  has  a good  claim  upon  the  Province  for 
aid. 

Applying  this  test  to  the  Institutions  aided  by  Provincial  funds  for  the  year,  1871, 
we  find : 

1st.  That  there  were  ten  Hospitals,  or  Institutions  of  a curative  character  for  the 
treatment  of  disease  or  bodily  ailment. 

2nd.  Two  Houses  of  Industry  or  what  may  more  properly  be  termed  Poor-houses  for 
the  lodgement  of  indigent  persons,  chiefly  adults,  and  for  dispensing  charity  in  a syste- 
matic manner. 

3rd.  Eleven  Institutions  for  the  lodgement,  support  and  education  of  indigent  orphans 
and  neglected  and  abandoned  children.  • 

4th.  An  Institution  of  a reformatory  character,  known  as  a Magdalen  Asylum,  for  the 
sheltering  and  re-claiming  of  abandoned  women. 

The  24  Institutions  comprised  in  the  above  clauses,  situated  in  every  section  of  the 
Pro’vince,  received  from  the  Provincial  funds  the  sum  of  $40,260,  and  having  thus  ascer- 
tained what  are  their  various  objects,  it  only  remains  to  enquire  whether  a proper  and 
equitable  distribution  of  Government  aid  was  made  to  each  class  of  Institution,  and  to 
each  individual  establishment  under  that  class. 

With  respect  to  the  Institutions  coming  under  the  first  heading,  viz.  : Hospitals  and 
establishments  of  a curative  character.  Government  aid  may  properly  be  given  for  two 
reasons  ; first,  for  the  relief  of  suffering  and  cure  of  disease,  and  secondly,  for  the  practical 
training  of  medical  students  through  observation  of  Hospital  practice,  and  in  the  delivery 
of  clinical  lectures  in  connection  therewith. 

The  fact  that  2,914  patients  were  received  and  treated  during  1871,  by  these  ten 
Institutions,  shows  pretty  conclusively  that  the  first  reason  advanced  in  favour  of  granting 
aid  to  Hospitals  is  well  sustained,  and  that  that  class  of  establishments  has  a strong  claim 
upon  the  Province  for  assistance,  but  that  claim  is  rendered  still  stronger,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  three-fourths  of  the  persons  thus  treated,  if  not  in  indigent  circumstances,  were 
of  that  class  who  have  to  work  for  the  daily  bread  of  themselves  and  their  families,  and 
who,  if  Hospital  treatment  had  not  been  open  to  them,  when  overtaken  by  sickness  or 
accident,  might  have  been  permanently  withdrawn  from  the  working  and  wealth  producing 
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population  of  the  Province,  and  placed  upon  the  charity  of  friends  or  the  public.  To  guard 
against  such  a result,  it  is  surely  desirable  that  Government  should  make  wise  provision, 
either  in  granting  aid  to  Hospitals  already  established  in  various  parts  of  the  Province,  or 
in  the  founding  of  new  Institutions,  having  the  same  object  in  view. 

As  regards  the  second  reason  advanced  in  favour  of  Government  aid  to  Hospitals,  it 
will  not  be  denied  that  it  is  within  the  province  of  Governments  to  assist  in  giving  to  the 
public  a well  educated  and  properly  trained  medical  profession,  since  they  more  than  any 
other  class  of  men  in  society  have  to  do  with  public  health,  which  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of 
Government  to  protect.  Certainly  no  better  means  could  be  taken  to  secure  this  desirable 
end,  than  by  giving  medical  students  an  opportunity  to  walk  the  wards  and  obssrve  the 
practice  of  a well  conducted  Hospital. 

The  amount  of  ignorance  that  prevails  among  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
respect  to  Lunacy,  as  displayed  in  the  granting  of  certificates  of  insanity,  strongly  suggests 
the  propriety  of  extending  this  privilege,  by  allowing  students  at  Medical  Colleges  to  have 
access  also  to  the  wards  of  Public  Hospitals  for  the  insane,  and  to  lectures  delivered  by 
the  Medical  Superintendents  of  such  Institutions,  upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of  mental 
disease. 

Having  considered  the  desirability  of  granting  aid  to  Hospitals,  the  question  as  to  the 
basis  or  principle  upon  which  it  should  be  given,  may  now  be  examined. 

In  old  and  wealthy  counties,  the  system  of  endowment  largely  obtains,  although  volun- 
tary contributions  by  the  people  and  Governments  still  find  favour  in  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  but  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  at  least  one,  originally  well  en- 
dowed Hospital  in  this  city,  certainly  is  not  favourable  to  the  introduction  of  the 
endowment  system  into  this  Province. 

Believing  that  Government  aid  to  Hospitals  should  be  granted,  for  the  purpose  of 
stimulating  and  encouraging  private  and  municipal  charity,  I am  of  opinion  tha,t  the  extent 
of  that  aid  should  be  contingent  upon,  and  determined  by  the  amount  received  from  pri- 
vate and  municipal  sources,  and  by  the  relative  number  of  patients  received  and  treated  in 
each  Hospital.  Whether  this  has  been  done  in  the  past,  the  following  summary  of  Hospital 
receipts  for  1871  will  show  : — 


Name  op  Hospital. 


General  Hospital,  Toronto  

Do  do  Kingston 

Hotel  Dieu  do  do  

General  do  London  

City  ~ do  Hamilton  . . . 

Roman  Catholic  Ottawa  

Protestant  

General  St.  Catharines 

Eye  and  Ear  In-  ) rp 
firmary j Toronto 

Lying-in  Hospital  do  


703 

604 

200 

215 

536 

250 

121 

121 

58 

106 


a ^ 
<1 


$ cts. 

1 11200  00 
4800  00 
800  00 
2400  00 
4800  00 
1200  00 
1200  00 1 9 98 
1000  00  8 28 


$ cts. 
15  93 

7 94 
4 00 

11  16 

8 96 
4 80 


$ cts. 
1888  51 


750  00 
480  00 


12  94 
4 52 


c. 

2 68 


823  62  3 83 
2102  47 1 3 92 

iobbo  o"83 
400  00  i 3 30 


100  00 
350  00 


1 72 
3 30 


a 

^ a 

® ^ o 


Qh  o)  ^ <x) 

a ^ c«  a 

25  2 


CD 


I 

$ cts.  1 $ c. 
1737  58!  2 47 
722  31!1  19' 
220  91!1  10 

I 
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An  examination  of  the  figures  in  the  prefixed  tabh  shews  that  the  Government  grant  to 
the  several  Hospitals  was  not  distributed  in  proportion  to  the  receipts  of  each,  from  private, 
municipal  and  other  sources ; and  that  it  was  not  based  upon  the  number  of  patients  ad- 
mitted to  Hospital  treatment  in  the  several  establishments : for  while  Toronto  Hospital  with 
its  703  patients,  received  from  Government  $11,200  00,  or  $15  93  per  patient,  Hamiltou 
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Hospital  with  536  patients,  received  only  $4,800  00,  or  |8  96  per  patient ; and  Kingston 
Hospital,  which  admitted  604  patients  during  the  year,  received  $4,800,  or  only  $7  94  per 
patient. 

Nor  can  this  disparity  be  justified  by  a comparison  of  the  collective  terms  of  residence 
of  the  patients  in  the  various  Hospitals.  On  the  contrary  such  a comparison  will  only  bring 
to  view  an  increased  unfairness  in  the  distribution  of  aid.  For,  the  703  patients  admitted 
to  the  Toronto  Hospital  had  an  aggregate  Hospital  residence  of  29,574  days,  which  would 
make  the  Government  grant  of  $11,200  00  equal  to  37|  cents  per  day  for  each  day’s  resi- 
dence of  every  patient  received  into  the  Hospital.  The  collective  stay  of  the  536  patients 
received  into  the  Hamilton  Hospital  was  21,608  days,  which  with  the  Government  grant  of 
$4,800  00  is  only  22 J cents  per  day  of  Government  aid  per  patient ; while  at  the  Kingston 
Hospital  the  collective  stay  of  the  604  patients  was  17,583  days,  or  26f  cents  per  day,  as 
Government  aid. 

If  we  analyse  the  receipts  of  these  three  Hospitals  derived  from  other  sources  for  the 
year  1871,  we  find  that  from  Municipal  grants  Toronto  received  $2  68  per  patient,  Ham- 
ilton $3  92,  and  Kingston  nothing,  while  from  paying  patients  and  private  subscriptions 
Toronto  obtained  $3  07  per  patient,  Hamilton  $3  92,  and  Kingston  $1  37.  The  same 
disparity  in  receipts,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients  and  their  aggregate  residence 
exists  in  a lesser  degree  in  all  the  Hospitals  of  the  Province,  which  shews  conclusively  that 
there  is  a singular  want  of  system  and  principle  in  the  present  mode  of  distributing  Govern, 
ment  aid. 
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It  is  generally  admitted  to  be  the  case,  and  my  own  experience  corroborates  the  state 
ment,  that  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  patients  or  inmates  of  an  Institution  is  increased 
the  average  daily  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  each  inmate  is  reduced.  This  theory,  howover 
does  not  hold  good  in  the  Hospitals  of  Toronto,  Hamilton,  and  Kingston,  for,  although  a 
greater  number  of  patients  was  admitted  to  the  Toronto  Hospital,  the  daily  cost  of  main- 
taining a patient  was  53  percent  greater  than  in  Kingston,  and  70  per  cent  greater  than  in 
Hamilton.  This  however  in  my  opinion  is  attributable  to  bad  executive  and  domestic  ma- 
nagemrnt,  as  well  as  to  certain  defects  in  the  structural  and  internal  arrangement  of  the 
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building  of  tlie  Toronto  Hospital.  It  is  thus  shewn  that  the  present  method  of  distributing 
Government  aid  to  Hospitals  is  almost  entirely  devoid  of  system ; it  is  neither  based  npou  the 
number  of  patients  admitted  to  treatment,  nor  upon  the  receipts  of  such  establishments 
from  private  and  Municipal  sources,  and  it  is  further  shewn  that  there  has  been  a singular 
inequality  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  patients,  even  in  Hospitals  which  received  and  treated 
about  the  same  number. 

Believing  it  to  be  most  desirable  that  these  defects  should  be  remedied,  and  also  that 
Hospitals  and  Hospital  administration  should  be  placed  upon  a better  footing  throughout  the 
Province,  I wculd  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of 
your  Excellency’s  Government. ; — 

1st.  That  certain  Counties,  Cities  and  Towns  be  apportioned  to  each  Hospital  already 
established,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  established  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Province  may 
require;  the  buildings  used  for  Hospital  purposes  to  have  sufficient  space  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  district  apportioned  to  it. 

2nd.  That  the  site  and  building  used  fur  a Hospital  must  be  approved  of  by  Govern- 
ment, and  must  possess  all  the  necessary  requisites  for  the  purpose,  such  as  proper  drainage, 
absence  from  malarious  influences,  a plentiful  supply  of  water,  and  convenience  of  position 
in  respect  of  site.  In  structural  arrangement  there  should  be  sufficient  dormitory  space, 
both  single  and  asscciated  for  patients,  the  best  means  for  eff’ective  heating  and  ventilation, 
together  with  such  arrangements  and  appliances  as  will  ensure  economy  and  efficiency  both  in 
medical  and  domestic  management. 

3rd.  Each  Hospital  to  have  a separate  building,  sufficiently  far  removed  from  other 
buildings  for  the  complete  isolation  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 

4th.  Where  the  necessities  of  a district  require  it,  a wing  attached  to  the  General  hos- 
pital or  a building  apart  from  it,  shall  be  provided  for  persons  suffering  from  chronic  and 
incurable  diseases.  The  care  of  such  persons,  and  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  of 
such  Hospital  for  chronics,  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  General  Hospital. 

5th.  The  affairs  of  every  Hospital  shall  be  controlled  by  a Board  of  Management  com- 
posed of  the  following  persons,  viz.,  three  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  Chairman  of  the  Board:  — The  Warden  of  every  County  and  the  Mayor  of 
every  Town  within  the  district  apportioned  to  such  Hospital  that  shall  have  subscribed  its 
proportionate  amount  to  the  funds  of  the  charity.  In  addition  to  which  any  person  who  may 
subscribe  not  less  than  $500  to  the  funds  of  the  Hospital,  shall  be  entitled  to  become  an 
honorary  life  member  of  the  Board  of  Management. 

6th.  Such  Board  to  have  full  power  to  frame  by-laws  and  regulations  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Hospital,  and  to  appoint  the  officers  for  the  same  ; such  by-laws  and  ap- 
pointments before  taking  effect  to  receive  the  approval  of  Government. 

7th.  Not  less  than  sixty  per  cent  of  the  entire  number  of  beds  that  can  be  made  up  in 
each  Hospital  shall  be  reserved  for  patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  while 
residents  of  the  Hospital,  such  patients  having  been  properly  certified  to  be  unable  to  pay, 
and  being  either  residents  of  the  district  apportioned  to  the  Hospital  or  immigrants  who  have 
become  sick  while  passing  through  such  district  or  while  at  work  within  it. 

8th.  The  amount  of  the  annual  Legislative  grant  to  each  Hospital  shall  be  equal  to  the 
total  amount  received  by  such  Hospital  from  Municipal  grants  and  private  donations  and  sub- 
scriptions for  its  actual  maintenance  and  support  during  the  preceding  year. 

If  the  plan  above  indicated  be  adopted,  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Hospital 
buildings  and  accommodation  of  the  Province  will  be  vastly  improved,  the  wants  of  the  suf- 
fering and  poor  amongst  us  will  be  more  fully  met,  the  Government  grants  made  to  such  in- 
stitutions will  be  both  more  economically  and  more  usefully  expended,  and  private  and  Mu- 
nicipal charity  under  this  more  thorough  and  systematic  organization  will4)e  greatly  increased 
and  stimulated. 


Poor-houses. 


We  now  come  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  second  class  of  Charitable  Institutions 
for  Government  support,  viz..  Houses  of  Industry. 

Why  this  designation  was  applied  to  these  establishments  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
since,  if  we  except  ordinary  house  work  no  industry  of  any  description  is  cai  ried  on  in  either. 
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of  them.  Government  aid  is  confined  to  two  establishments  of  this  class,  one  located  in  the 
City  of  Toronto  and  the  other  in  Kingston,  the  former  of  which  receives  $2,900  and  the 
latter  $2,400. 

The  ostensible  aim  of  these  Charities  is  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  of  their  respec- 
tive cities,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  homeless  poor  who  have  no  claim  upon  other  Municipa- 
lities in  the  Province. 

At  the  Kingston  House  this  service  is  confined  to  board  and  lodging  within  the  House ; 
buCat  Toronto  out-door  relief  is  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  establishment  on  a large 
scale  and  on  a well  organized  and  excellent  system.  For  the  year  1871,  247  persons  were 
received  into  the  Toronto  House,  in  addition  to  which  1,945  out-door  poor  were  relieved, 
while  at  Kingston  for  the  same  year  140  inmates  were  received  and  provided  for  in  the 
House.  That  these  establishments  are  in  reality  Poor-houses  and  nothing  but  that,  both 
the  character  of  their  inmates  and  the  nature  of  the  work  they  are  performing  proves  beyond 
doubt;  it  therefore  only  remains  to  eoqnire  why  they  were  singled  out  from  other  establish- 
ments of  a similar  character  in  the  Province  to  become  the  recipients  of  Government  aid. 

It  becomes  the  more  necessary  to  make  this  enquiry  since  both  the  law  and  the  genius 
of  our  Municipal  Institutions  require  that  every  Municipality  shall  take  care  of  its  own  poor  ; 
and  the  enactment  of  the  Statute  of  1868  by  the  Ontario  Legislature  in  respect  to  poor 
houses  confirms  this  well  understood  wish  of  the  people.  And  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  so  wholesome  and  necessary  a law  should  through  the  operations  of  the  permissive  in 
place  of  a compulsory  clause  remain  practically  inoperative  upon  the  Statute  Book. 

The  returns  of  the  Toronto  House  for  1870  shew  that  the  247  persons  admitted  that 


year  were  received  from  the  following  places,  viz  : — 

From  the  City  of  Toronto 129 

County  of  York  and  other  Municipalities 93 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 25 

247 

The  admissions  (including  the  number  in  residence  at  the  beginning  of  the 
the  year  ending 30th  September,  1871,  were  as  follows: — 

From  the  City  of  Toronto 159 

County  of  York  and  other  Municipalities 97 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 61 

317 


The  returns  for  the  Kingston  establishment  for  the  same  periods  were  as  follows  : — 


1870. 

From  the  City  of  Kingston 90 

County  of  Frontenac  and  other  Counties.  32 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 18 

140 

1871. 

City  of  Kingston 100 

County  of  Frontenac  and  other  Counties 96 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 56 

252 


From  an  examination  of  these  figures,  it  will  at  once  be  apparent  that  whatever  claim 
these  Institutions  have  upon  the  Province  for  aid,  it  must  rest  upon  the  number  of  Immi- 
grants and  wandering  poor  received  into  them.  In  the  cases  of  Immigrants  it  will  not  be  dis- 
puted that  their  reception  and  support  in  local  Poor-houses  constitute  a good  claim  upon  the 
Government  for  aid’ ; but  with  respect  to  wandering  poor,  if  poor-houses  were  established  in 
various  parts  of  the  Province,  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  Statute,  that  class  would 
be  evenly  distributed  and  provided  for  in  the  various  Counties,  or  groups  of  Counties. 

It,  however,  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  pauperism  has  a tendency  to  centralize  itself, 
and  that  cities  and  towns  are  apt  to  be  burdened  with  the  support  of  a greater  number  of 
paupers  than  legitimately  belong  to  them. 

For  these  reasons  it  appears  to  me  that  city  poor-houses  are  fairly  entitled  to  receive  aid 
from  Government,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Immigrants  and  wandering  poor  they  re- 
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«eive  and  support ; but  why  this  distribution  of  aid  should  be  confined  to  the  Cities  of 
Toronto  and  Kingston,*  I am  at  a loss  to  understand. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Toronto  House  of  Industry  for  the  year  ending  20th  Septem- 
ber, 1871,  amou\ited  to  $8,719.05,  while  the  receipts  and  the  sources  from  which  they  came 


for  the  same  period  were  as  follows : — 

From  Province  of  Ontario * $2,900  00 

“ City  of  Toronto  4,000  00 

“ Private  subscriptions  and  other  sources 3,026  52 


$9,926  52 

This  exhibit  certainly** shows  a very  satisfactory  condition  of  affairs  ; although  it  must 
be  stated  that  the  Government  allowance  of  $2,900  is  large  compared  with  the  number  of 
Immigrants  relieved.  If,  however,  we  institute  a similar  examination  in  the  case  of  the 
Kingston  Poor-house,  a very  different  conclusion  will  be  arrived  at,  for  we  find  that  while 
the  expenditures  of  that  establishment  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1871,  amounted 
to  $2,581.45,  the  receipts  and  the  sources  from  which  they  came  were  as  follows: — 


Province  of  Ontario $2,400  00 

City  of  Kingston — nothing 

Other  Municipalities 109  00 

Private  subscriptions  and  other  sources 159  92 


$2,668  92 

We  thus  find  a local  Poor  house  established  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  City  o^ 
Kingston  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  with  only  very  few  Immigrants  or  Foreigners  admitted 
into  it,  almost  entirely  supported  by  Government,  without  a dollar  being  paid  towards  the 
support  of  its  inmates  by  the  city  in  which  it  is  located. 

This  anomaly  will  become  still  more  glaring  and  absurd,  when  we  consider  that  the 
affairs  of  the  house  are  entirely  controlled  by  a Board  of  Directors,  four  of  whom  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  City  Council,  and  eight  by  subscribers,  whose  entire  contributions,  which 
enabled  them  to  vote,  amounted  to  less  than  the  paltry  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  For  the 
purpose  of  correcting  these  defects  and  anomalies  I would  respectfully  recommend : 

1st.  That  the  sum  at  present  appropriated  by  the  Legislature,  with  whatever  additions 
may  hereafter  he  made  to  it  in  aid  of  poor-houses,  shall  be  distributed  amongst  all  the  poor 
houses  in  the  cities  of  the  Province,  in  pioportion  to  the  number  of  immigrants  and  for- 
eigners admitted  into  the  house,  and  the  population  of  each  city.  Such  annual  Govern- 
ment grant  not  to  exceed  in  amount  one  third  of  the  sum  received  the  preceding  year  from 
Municipal  grants,  private  subscriptions  and  all  other  sources. 

2nd.  The  Government  to  appoint  not  less  than  three  of  the  local  Directors  as  Managers 
of  every  poor-house  in  receipt  of  such  Government  aid.  The  Government  to  approve  of  the 
buildings  and  site  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  poor-house,  as  well  as  the  by-laws  and  regula- 
tions framed  by  the  Directors  for  its  Government,  and  the  general  management  of  its  affairs. 

Orphan  Asylums,  &o. 

I have  now  to  consider  the  claims  for  Government  aid  of  that  class  of  Institutions 
known  as  Orphan  Asylums,  Ten  establishments  of  this  kind  were  aided  by  the  Province 
in  1871,  to  the  extent  of  $5,280,  while  for  the  same  year  the  sum  of  $38,895.32  was  received 
from  all  other  sources  for  their  maintenance.  The  largest  amount  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  any  of  these  Asylums  was  $640.00,  and  the  smallest  $320.00. 

The  small  proportion  that  the  Government  grant  bears  to  the  total  receipts  of  these 
establishments  for  their  support  and  maintenance,  may  in  the  opinion  of  some,  render 
the  subject  unworthy  of  examination.  I apprehend,  however,  that  this  consideration  should 
not  deter  us  from  enquiring  upon  what  principle  if  any — the  Government  grant  to  these 
institutions  was  based.  The  appropriations  made  by  Legislature  for  these  purposes,  how- 
ever small,  must  always  be  a proper  subject  of  examination.  But  here  again,  I fear 
an  investigation  will  disclose  an  entire  absence  of  system  and  method  in  the  distribution  of 

* The  Hamilton  House  of  Refuge  also  received  aid  last  year  to  the  extent  of  $720. 
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Government  aid.  For  we  find  that  the  Koman  Catholic  Or))han  Asylum  at  Toronto,  which 
admitted  and  supported  345  orphans  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1871,  re- 
ceived $640.00,  while  the  same  amount  was  given  to  the  Orphans’  Home,  Kingston,  which 
only  received  into  the  house  during  the  same  period  56  orphans.  In  like  manner,  $640  were 
paid  to  the  Toronto  Protestant  Orphans  and  Female  Aid  Society,  which  had  117  chil- 
dren, while  a similar  amount  was  given  to  the  Hamilton  Orphan  Asylum  knd  Ladies’ 
Benevolent  Society,  which  admitted  only  45.  This  disproportion,  which  exists  in  nearly 
all  the  establishments  in  question,  clearly  shows  that  the  apportionment  to  each  institution 
was  not  based  upon  the  number  of  orphans  received,  nor  the  volume  of  work  done  by  each, 
and  these  it  seems  to  me  are  proper  considerations  to  determine  the  amount  that  each  Asylum 
should  receive. 

That  the  design  of  these  Institutions,  and  the  character  of  the  work  they  are  carrying- 
on  entitle  them  to  Government  aid  can  be  easily  shown,  although  at  first  sight  it  might 
appear  that  their  foundation  and  support  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  private  benevolence 
of  individuals  in  the  localities  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  to  Municipal  Corporations. 

If,  however,  we  consid(  r for  a moment  the  character  and  necessities  of  the  youths  who 
find  a home  within  their  walls,  abundant  proof  will  be  furnished  in  favour  of  Government 
aid  being  extended  to  them,  and  perhaps  more  liberally  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past. 
If  the  good  accomplished  by  the  operation  of  these  Institutions  is  measured  even  by  the 
low  standard  of  public  economy,  who  can  tell  the  saving  that  has  been  effected  to  the  Pro- 
vince in  its  criminal  administration  and  maintenance,  by  the  sheltering,  reclaiming  and  de- 
terring hand  that  was  extended  to  the  1,200  orphans,  and  neglected  and  abandoned  children, 
who  found  a home  in  these  ten  Institutions  during  the  year  1871?  How  many  of  the  chil- 
dren thus  provided  for,  would,  if  left  to  themselves,  in  a very  few  years,  have  become  in- 
mates of  our  gaols,  reformatories,  and  penitentiary,  and  a censtant  charge  upon  the  public? 
It  is,  therefore,  very  clear  that  even  in  the  interests  of  public  economy,  to  say  nothing  of  hu-^ 
manity,  it  is  expedient  to  assist  with  Provincial  funds  these  Institutions,  but  in  order  that 
this  may  be  done  upon  a proper  and  equitable  system,  I would  recommend  that  the  amount  of 
aid  given  to  each  should  he  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  received^  and  their  aggregate 
residence  therein,  and  the  sum  received  hj  each  Asylum  from  municipal  and  private  sources. 


Hospital  Operations  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 

The  operations  of  the  several  Hospitals  of  the  Province  during  the  year,  with  respec^ 
to  admissions  and  discharges,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Name  of  Hospital. 

ADMISSIONS. 

GENERAL  MOVEMENTS. 

No.  of  patients  remaining 
in  Hospital  on  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1871. 

Admitted  during  the  year  | 
ending  30th  September, 
1872. 

Born  in  Hospital  during 
the  year. 

Total  No.  of  patients  under 
treatment,  including  chil- 
' dren  born  in  Hospital,  for 
the  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1872. 

Discharged. 

Died  in  Hospital. 

! 

Remaining  in  Hospital  on 
the  30th  September,  1872  j 

General  Hospital,  Toronto 

65 

^ 599 

1 

665 

501 

80 

84 

“ “ Hamilton 

56 

452 

26 

534 

437 

40 

57 

“ “ Kingston 

34 

551 

13 

598 

536 

35 

27 

“ “ London 

18 

241 

4 

263 

229 

19 

15 

Hotel  Dieu  “ Kingston  

7 

191 

198 

175 

13 

10 

Gen.  Protes.  “■  Ottawa 

17 

180 

197 

149 

26 

22 

Rom.  Gath.  “ do  

12 

.380 

392 

825 

48 

19 

General  and  Marine  Hospital,  St.  Catharines 

9 

121 

5 

135 

110 

12 

13 

Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Toronto 

5 

50 

55 

49 

6 

223 

2765 

49 

3037 

2511 

273 

253 

V 

73 


An  examination  of  the  above  table  shows  that  3,037  persons  were  under  treatment  in 
all  the  Hospitals  during  the  year,  being  an  increase  of  229  patients  over  the  previous  twelve 
months. 

The  mortality  has  been  somewhat  greater  during  the  present  than  the  former  year,  27 
deaths  having  taken  place  against  201. 

The  number  of  patients  remaining  in  Hospitals  at  the  close  of  the  present  ofiScial  year 
has  also  increased  to  253,  as  compared  with  223  at  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  sex,  religious  persuasions  and  nationalities  of  these  8057  patients  were  as  follows : — 


Sex. 

Males 1940 

Females 1097 


3037 

Religious  Persuasions. 

Protestants  of  any  denomination. 1809 

Roman  Catholics 1110 

Other  religions,  or  not  known...  118 


3,037 

Nationalities. 

Canada  1,030 

England . 686 

Ireland  819 

Scotland 168. 

United  States 110 

Other  Counties  or  not  known 204 


3,037 

The  following  table  gives  the  receipts  of  the  various  Hospitals,  and  the  sources  from 
which  they  were  obtained. 


{ 

Namb  of  Hospital. 

Location. 

Balance  on  hand  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1871. 

Amount  received  from  Govern- 
ment. 

! 

‘ Amount  received  from  M^unici- 
palities. 

A.mount  received  from  paying 
patients. 

Income  from  property  or  invest- 
ments belonging  to  Hospital. 

Subscriptions,  donations  and 
bequests  from  private  indivi- 
duals. 

From  all  other  sources. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year,  in- 
cluding balance  on  hand. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

$ cts. 

General  Hospital  

[Toronto  

2988  16 

11200  00 

3022  29 

1046  07 

6359  77 

2000  00 

2157  04 

28773  33 

(<  <( 

[Kingston 

120  88 

4800  00 

359  29 

551  12 

618  20 

6449  49 

Hotel  Dieu  “ 

do 

800  00 

65  00 

210  70 

560  10 

1635  80 

General  “ 

1 London  

1 

2400  00 

*1723  05 

49  00 

4172  05 

City  “ 

Hamilton  . . . 

4800  00 

2545  00 

259  82 

7604  82 

l^om.  Cath.  “ 

Ottawa  

41  15 

1200  00 

100  00 

1098  08 

191  03 

1128  40 

3758  66 

Protestant  “ 

do  

1419  79 

1200  00 

600  00 

430  25 

295  00 

1604  79 

1083  43 

6633  26 

General  and  Marine 

St.  Catharines 

769  42 

1500  00 

550  00 

240  00 

121  00 

519  33 

3699  7 

Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  . . . 

Toronto  

436  60 

1000  00 

790  57 

203  00 

2430  1 

1 

5776  00 

28900  00 

9395  91 

3693  21 

6654  77 

5231  04|5506  40 

65157  33 

* $1567.32  of  the  above  amount  is  stated  to  have  been  received  from  the  Corporation  of  London. 
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The  above  table  shews  that  the  Government  contributed  $28,900  in  support  of  all  the 
institutions  named^  while  the  receipts  from  all  other  sources  amounted  to  $,30481.33.  From 
the  last  named  amount,  however,  should  be  deducted  $6,359.77,  being  the  income  derived  from 
property  belonging  to  the  Toronto  Hospital.  Inasmuch  as  the  debenture  indebtedness  of 
that  Institution  exhausts  the  income  from  property  for  the  payment  of  interest,  that  revenue 
eannot  fairly  be  looked  upon  as  money  received  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Hospital.  The 
amount  therefore  received  from  all  sources,  exclusive  of  Government  aid,  was  only 
$24,121.56.  This  statement  shews  that  the  Province  was  the  largest  contributor  to  the 
support  of  Hospitals  during  the  year.  In  view  of  this  it  is  but  reasonable  that  their 
administration  and  management  should  come  more  directly  under  Government  control  in  the 
manner  indicat  3d  in  a previous  part  of  this  Report. 

An  examination  into  the  sources  from  which  the  $24,121.56,  contributed  to  Hospital 
funds,  was  received,  is  in  most  cases  far  from  creditable  to  the  liberality  of  Municipal 
Corporations.  And  considering  the  great  amount  of  wealth  now  accumulated  in  the  cities  of 
this  Province,  I cannot  but  think  that  if  the  subject  of  Hospital  support  was  placed  fairly 
before  the  public  by  Hospital  Boards  that  the  subscriptions,  donations,  and  bequests  of 
private  individuals  would  be  vastly  increased.  In  other  countries,  and  even  in  the  sister 
province  of  Quebec,  in  connection  with  that  splendid  charity  the  Montreal  Hospital,  we  find 
that  the  most  liberal  and  munificent  contributions  are  constantly  being  made  towards  Hos- 
pital endowment  and  maintenance.  Certainly  no  more  laudable  or  desirable  object  for  bene- 
volence could  be  provided. 

The  two  following  tables  shew  the  expenditures  of  the  several  Hospitals  under  the  two 
headings,  of  “food,  medicine  and  general  dietaries,”  and  “salaries,  fuel  and  all  other 
expenses,”  and  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient  in  the  several  asylums  for  the  services  named. 

The  entire  receipts  of  the  several  Hospitals  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1872, 
and  the  sources  from  which  they  were  derived,  are  given  in  the  following  statements : 


DETAILED  STATEMENT  of  Hospital  Expenditure  for  the  year  ending  80th  September.  1872. 
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Cost  of  each  Patient  per  Day. 
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HOSPITALS. 

! 

General  Hospital,  Toronto  ... 

Do  do  Hamilton  

Do  do  Kingston 

Do  do  London  

■ 

Hotel  Dieu,  do  Kingston 

General  Protestant  Hospital,  Ottawa  

Roman  Catholic  Hospital,  do  

General  and  Marine  Hospital,  St.  Catharines 

f 


RETURN  of  particulars  reqiiired  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  froth  all  Charitable  Institutions  in  receipt  of  Government  aid  ini 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INMATES 
DURING  1871  AND  1872. 
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RETURN  of  particulars  required  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  from  all  Charitable  Institutions  in  receipt  of  Government  aid  m 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 
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SEPAEATE  INSPECTION  EEPOETS 

UPON 


Hamilton  City  FIospital. 


Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Hospital  on  the  25th  August,  every  part  of  the 
building  was  examined,  and  every  part  of  it  found  to  be  admirably  clean  and  well  ordered. 

The  excellent  natural  window  ventilation  of  the  Hospital  enables  a pure  atmosphere  to 
be  had  in  every  ward.  The  absence  of  offensive  odours,  too  often  found  in  Hospitals,  shewed 
that  the  important  sanitary  requisite  of  pure  air  was  properly  appreciated  in  the  Hamilton 
Hospital.  The  beds  and  bedding  were  very  clean,  tidy  and  comfortable,  and  the  general 
condition  of  the  Hospital  gave  evidence  of  good  management. 

There  were  45  patients  occupying  beds  in  the  Hospital  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  of 
whom  27  were  men  and  18  women.  Three  of  this  number  were  small  pox  patients,  who  had 
nearly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  disease. 

I saw  and  conversed  with  them  all,  and  received  no  complaints  either  in  respect  to 
domestic  or  medical  treatment.  Twelve  of  the  patients  had  occupied  beds  in  the  Hospital 
for  much  longer  periods  than  the  design  of  the  establishment  contemplated  or  its  regulations 
should  permit.  Although  nearly  all  these  patients  had  ailments,  they  were  nearly  in  every  case 
of  a chronic  character. 

I was  present  when  dinner  was  served  to  the  patients,  the  food  was  of  excellent  quality 
and  abundantly  supplied,  and  the  meal  was  served  in  a very  clean  and  tidy  way. 

The  position  of  the  small  pox  ward  affords  only  partial  isolation,  which  it  would  be  well 
for  the  managers  to  render  complete  at  the  earliest  day  possible.  While  the  confined  and 
contracted  ground-space  attached  to  the  Hospital  renders  this  rather  difficult  if  not  impossible, 
it  strongly  suggests  the  desirability  of  the  Hospital  authorities  acquiring  additional  ground 
before  the  land  surrounding  the  Hospital  is  built  upon.  Not  only  is  additional  space 
required  in  order  to  secure  complete  isolation  for  the  infectious  wards,  but  also  to  obtain 
more  room  for  the  buildings  requisite  for  domestic  purposes,  as  well  as  with  a view  to  having 
a portion  of  the  land  ornamented  and  planted  to  give  pleasure  and  airing  grounds  to  the 
patients. 

In  determining  what  is  thus  required  in  connection  with  so  important  and  useful  a 
charity,  the  flourishing  City  of  Hamilton  should  have  regard  to  its  future  Hospital  require- 
ments, and  not  to  the  present  only. 

' Five  hundred  and  thirty-four  patients  were  under  treatment  in  this  Hospital  during  the 
year,  which  number  includes  26  children  born  in  the  house.  The  average  residence  of  each 
patient  in  Hospital  was  considerably  increased  by  the  number  of  old  chronic  cases  who  live  in 
the  Hospital,  but  who  should  be  in  some  other  Institution. 

These  534  patients  were  received  from  the  following  places : — 


City  of  Hamilton 383 

County  of  Wentworth. 44 

Other  Counties  in  Province,  including  immigrants 48 

Foreigners  and  aliens 59 


534 

% 
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The  receipts  of  the  Hospital,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  came,  were  as  follows  : — 


From  the  Government $4,800  00 

City  of  Hamilton 2,314  85 

Other  Municipalities 230  15 

Paying  patients 259  82 


$7,604  82 

The  Hospital  expenditure  for  the  year  was  as  follows : — 

Food  and  medicine,  and*medical  comforts $3,624  31 

Fuel,  light,  water  and  other  charges 2,344  00 

Salaries  and  wages 1,636  00 


$7,604  31 

These  figures  would  indicate  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient’s  food  and  medicine  to  be 
14 J cents,  and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses,  16  cents,  making  a total  of  30J  cents  per 
day,  for  the  daily  support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

Kingston  General  Hospital. 

Inspection  was  made  of  this  Hospital  on  the  16th  August,  when  every  part  of  it  was 
found  in  its  usual  excellent  state  of  cleanliness  and  order ; with  its  domestic  and  medical 
affairs  under  good  management,  and  the  patients  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  that 
could  be  extended  to  them  under  their  circumstances. 

There  were  then  thirty -four  patients  in  residence,  viz.,  twenty- three  men  and  eleven 
women.  Of  this  number  ten  were  from  the  City  of  Kingston,  ten  from  the  County  of  Fron- 
ton ac,  and  ten  from  other  counties,  chiefly  on  the  Bay  of  Quinte ; two  were  immigrants, 
and  two  were  American  sailors. 

Twenty,  of  the  thirty  four  patients  had  been  admitted  to  the  Hospital  within  a month ; 
three  had  been  residents  for  over  a month;  three  over  two  months  ; five  over  three  months  ; 
two  over  six  months ; one  over  a year  ; and  one  over  two  years.  With  two  exceptiones  very  • 
patient  in  the  Hospital  was  a proper  subject  for  such  an  establishment. 

The  presence  of  foreign  sailors  in  this  Hospital,  as  well  as  in  the  one  at  Toronto,  suggests 
the  propriety  of  the  Dominion  Government  subscribing  to  its  funds  for  the  treatment  and 
maintenance  of  sailors  overtaken  with  sickness  or  disease  while  in  the  respective  ports.  The 
fact  that  this  is  now  done  in  the  case  of  St.  Catharines  Hospital,  is  evidence  that  the  principle 
indicated  in  this  recommendation  is  not  only  correct,  but  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  so  by  the 
Dominion  Government. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-eight  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Kingston  Hospital  during 
the  year,  each  of  whom  remained  for  the  average  period  of  twenty-seven  days,  and  the  collec- 
tive stay  of  the  entire  number  was  1 4,980  days. 

These  five  hundred  and  ninety -eight  patients  were  received  from  the  following  places  : — 


City  of  Kingston 285 

County  of  Frontenac 63 

Other  Counties  of  the  Province. 201 

Other  countries,  inciuding  immigrants  49 
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The  receipts  of  the  Hospital  for  the  year  were  $6,128-61,  and  were  obtained  from  the 


following  sources: — 

Government  Grant $4,800 "O^O 

Paying  patients ....  . ^59  29 

Donations 551  12 

Hospital  practice  fees 56  00 

Other  sources 362  20 


1 


$6,128  61 
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The  expenditures^for  the  same  period  amounted  to  $6,141-04,  as  follows: — 


Food^  medicine  and  medical  comforts $3,143  33 

Fuel,  light,  water  and  other  charges 1,915  49 

Salaries  and  wages  1,102  22 


86,161  04 

The  figures  would  show  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient’s  food  and  medicine  to  be  21  cents, 
and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses,  26 J cents,  making  a total  of  41 J cents  per  day  for 
support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

Toronto  General  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  was  inspected  on  the  28th  August,  on  which  day  there  were  eighty-six 
patients  in  residence,  of  whom  fifty-eight  were  males  and  twenty-eight  females.  These  patients, 
-I  was  informed,  were  being  supported  in  the  Hospital  as  follows : — 

By  the  City  of  Toronto,  until  the  patients  could  be  placed  on  the  free  list  39 


By  other  Municipalities  on  the  same  terms  3 

By  the  Government  as  immigrants 1 

By  themselves  as  paying  patients  27 

By  voluntary  contribution  10 

By  other  sources 6 
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I saw  and  conversed  with  every  patient  in  the  Hospital,  from  whom  I received  no  com 
plaints,  either  in  respect  to  medical  or  domestic  treatment. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  stock  of  bedding,  which,  in  most  of  the 
beds,  was  found  in  a very  clean  and  tidy  state. 

The  various  wards,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  occupied  by  the  blind  patients,  were  in 
a clean  and  orderly  state.  The  atmosphere  of  the  blind  ward  was  rather  close,  and  the  room 
was  overcrowded  with  beds,  which,  considering  the  amount  of  vacant  space  in  the  building, 
there  was  no  necessity  for. 

The  other  portions  of  the  building  were  in  very  fair  order,  but  both  the  wards  and 
other  parts  of  the  establishment  lack  many  of  the  essentials  and  comforts  of  an  Hospital. 

A more  compact  and  better-arranged  building,  furnished  with  all  proper  sanitary  appli 
ances  and  Hospital  comforts,  could  have  been  provided  for  a much  less  sum  than  the  present 
pretentious,  but  exceedingly  defective  structure  cost. 

Some  of  the  water  closets  were  out  of  order,  and  there  was  evidence  in  the  basement  of 
bad  drainage.  I was  informed  that  an  open  surface  drain  runs  underneath  the  full  length  of 
the  basement  corridor  floor. 

To  heat  this  building,  very  insufficiently^  it  cost  $2,693’38  last  year,  but  to  heat  it  suffi- 
ciently, under  the  present  system,  would  cost  not  less  than  $4,000  a year,  which  strongly 
suggests  the  desirability  of  introducing  steam  or  hot  water  for  heating  purposes. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-five  patients  occupied  beds  in  this  Hospital  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  September,  whose  collective  stay  in  the  house  amounted  to  28,975  days.  The  aver- 
age period  of  residence  of  each  patient  was  43 J days. 

These  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  from  the  following  places : — 

City  of  Toronto 481 

County  of  York 46 

Other  Counties  in  the  Province 71 

Other  countries,  including  immigrants 1 67 

665 

The  Hospital  receipts,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  were  derived,  were  as  follows : — 

Province  of  Ontario $11,200  00 

City  of  Toronto 2,751  49 


6 
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Other  Municipalities 270  80 

Paying  patients 1,046  07 

Income'  from  property 7,216  81 

Subscriptions,  donations  and  bequests 2,000  00 

Students’  admission  fees 300  00 


$24,785  17 

The  expenditures,  for  maintenance,  for  the  same  period  were  as  follows : — 


Food,  medicine  and  medical  comforts $6,618  35 

Fuel,  light,  water,  furniture  and  other  expenses...  7,633  11 
Salaries  and  wages 3,631  18 


$17,888  64 

An  analysis  of  these  figures  shows  that  the  dail}"  cost  of  each  patient  in  respect  oF 
food,  medicines,  medical  comforts  was  ‘i2yyy  cents;  fuel,  light,  water,  furniture  and  other 
Hospital  expenditures,  38yY{5-  cents,  making  a total  of  61q^^®^  cents  per  day  for  the  daily 
support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

County  of  Carleton  General  Protestant  Hospital,  Ottawa. 


Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Hospital  on  the  7th  September.  The  several 
wards  were  found  in  a fair  state  of  cleanliness  and  order,  although  some  of  the  rooms  were- 
very  close  and  bad  smelling,  owing  to  bad  ventilation  and  low  ceilings. 

The  question  of  providing  increased  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  City  of  Ottawa,, 
and  the  Ottawa  country  was,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  in  a fair  way  of  being  satisfactorily  set- 
tled. A considerable  amount  of  money  had  been  subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  Ottawa  to- 
wards new  buildings,  and  architects  had  been  invited  to  send  in  competitive  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  the  erection  of  the  same. 

Having  been  requested  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Board  to  inspect  the  plans  thus 
furnished,  I made  an  examination  of  four  sets,  and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  one  best 
adapted  in  point  of  construction,  internal  arrangement,  and  cubic  space  for  that  portion  of  the- 
Province.  Several  improvements,  alterations  and  additions  were  recommended  to  be  adopted 
before  finally  proceeding  with  the  buildings  under  the  plans  and  specifications. 

The  Board  of  Directors  were  strongly  recommended  not  to  attempt  to  provide  increased 
accommodation  by  additions  to,  or  in  the  reconstruction  of,  the  present  Hospital  building. 

At  my  visit  there  were  seventeen  patients  under  treatment,  viz.,  thirteen  men  and  four 
women.  One  of  this  number  was  a small-pox  patient,  who  occupied  a bed  in  the  outside 
ward. 

I saw  and  conversed  with  every  patient,  from  whom  I received  no  complaints,  but  all  ex 
pressed  satisfaction  with  their  treatment. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  patients  occupied  beds  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year,, 
of  whom  one  hundred  and  forty-three  were  males,  and  fifty-four  females.  These  patients  were- 


received  into  the  Hospital  from  the  following  places : — 

City  of  Ottawa 87 

County  of  Carleton 45 

Other  Counties  in  the  Province,  including  immigrants  and  foreigners 65 


The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $5,213-47,  and  were  received  from  the  followio^ 


sources : — 

Province  of  Ontario $1,200  00 

Municipalities 600  00 

Paying  patients 430  25 

Subscriptions,  donations  and  bequests 1,604  79 

From  all  other  sources 1,378  43 


$5,213  47 
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The  expenditures  of  the  Hospital  for  the  year  amounted  to  |4,020’22,  for  the  following 
services : — 


Food,  medicine  and  medical  comforts $2,173  97 

Other  expenses 1,013  50 

Salaries  and  wages 832  75 


$4,020  22 

These  figures  would  indicate  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient’s  food  and  medicine  to  be 
37y^^  cents,  and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses,  31  cents  per  day,  making  a total  of 
69y^  cents  per  day  for  the  daily  support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

Roman  Oatholic  Hospital,  Ottawa. 

I visited  this  Hospital  on  the  7th  September,  on  which  day  there  were  seventeen  pa- 
tients occupying  beds  in  its  wards,  three  of  whom  were  paying  patients  and  fourteen  were  on 
the  free  list.  No  less  than  eight  of  the  inmates  were,  before  admission,  residents  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec.  I saw  and  conversed  with  every  patient,  all  of  whom  expressed  themselves 
as  being  thoroughly  satisfied  with  their  treatment. 

Every  ward  and  room  in  the  Hospital  was  found  in  a scrupulously  clean,  neat  and  well 
ordered  condition,  with  all  the  arrangements  and  appointments  of  the  Hospital,  for  the  care 
and  comfi-rt  of  the  patients,  of  the  best  character. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-two  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year  from  the  follow- 
ing places : 


City  of  Ottawa 319 

County  of  Carleton 10 

Other  Counties 14 

Immigrants  and  foreigners 49 
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The  receipts  of  the  Hospital  and  the  sources  from  which  they  were  obtained,  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


Province  of  Ontario $,1200  00 

Municipality 100  00 

Paying  Patients 1098  08 

Donations  amd  Bequests 191  03 

Other  sources 1,128  40 


$3,717  51 

The  expenditures  fcrthe  same  period  were  as  follows: 


Food,  Medicines,  and  Medical  comforts $2,160  86 

Fuel,  light,  and  other  expenses 1,329  81 

Salaries  and  wages 85  69 


$3,576  36 

These  figures  would  indicate  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient’s  food  and  medicine  (o  be 
cents,  and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses  17^^  cents  making  a total  of  42y®^®^  cents  per 
day  for  the  daily  support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

London  City  Hospital. 

I visited  this  Hospital  on  the  23rd  October,  when  there  were  17  patients  in  lesidence,  of 
whom  11  were  men  and  6 women.  Of  this  number  only  one  was  upon  the  roll  as  a paying 
patient — the  rest  having  been  admitted  free. 
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The  male  and  female  patients  occupied  separate  buildings.  The  one  occupied  by  the 
former  is  not  unlike  a barn  in  appearance  and  is  just  about  as  cheerful  in  its  internal  arrange- 
ments and  surroundings.  The  women’s  quarters  are  somewhat  better,  but  whether  in  respect 
of  the  class  of  buildings,  their  internal  arrangement  or  external  surroundings,  they  are  ut- 
terly unfitted  for  Hospital  purposes,  and  the  sooner  they  are  abandoned  the  better. 

The  beds  and  bedding  were  clean  and  fairly  comfortable,  and  the  wards  were  in  as  or 
derly  a condition  as  their  structural  defects  will  admit  of. 

Three  of  the  inmates  were  proper  subjects  for  a poor-house,  but  not  fur  an  Hospital,  as 
their  only  ailment  was  old  age. 

The  total  number  of  patients  received  into  this  Hospital  during  the  year  was  263,  the 
former  places  of  residence  of  the  same  are*  exhibited  in  the  following  summary  : 


From  the  City  of  London  . 177 

County  of  Middlesex 17 

Other  Counties  in  the  Province  ..  9 

Other  countries  including  immigrants 60 
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The  expenditures  of  the  Hospital  for  the  year  were  $4,172  05,  as  follows: 


For  food,  medicine  and  medical  comforts $1553  27 

Fuel,  bedding  and  other  expenses 1588  78 

Salaries,  and  wages 1030  00 


$4172  05 

As  the  collective  stay  of  all  the  patients  admitted  to  the  Hospital  was  equal  to  9309 
days,  these  figures  would  show  the  daily  cost  of  food  and  medicine  per  patient  to  be  1 6 
cents,  and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses  28 cents,  making  a total  of  44^^^  cents  per  day 
for  the  daily  support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

Hotel  Dieu  Hospital,  Kingston. 

This  Hospital  was  visited  on  the  16th  August,  on  which  occasion  there  were  fifteen  pa- 
tients under  treatment  in  the  house,  viz  : 8 men  and  7 women. . Two  of  the  number  were 
aged  and  infirm  persons  who  would  have  been  better  subjects  for  a Poor-House,  but  as  there 
were  plenty  of  vacant  beds  in  the  House,  and  as  they  were  suffering  from  chronic  ailments,  they 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Hospital. 

Three  of  the  patients  were  from  the  City  of  Kingston — one  from  the  County  of  Fronte- 
nac — four  from  the  adjacent  counties,  and  seven  from  other  counties  in  the  Province. 

The  entire  premises  were  found  in  the  most  admirable  order,  and  thoroughly  clean  an  1 
neat  throughout. 

The  upper  story  of  the  building  is  used  for  an  Orphan  Asylnm.  There  were  25  or- 
phans and  neglected  children  in  it  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  patients  occupied  beds  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year, 


received  from  the  following  places  : 

City  of  Kingston 70 

County  of  Frontenac 58 

Other  Counties  in  the  Province 60 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 10 
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The  receipts  of  the  Hospital  for  the  year  were  : 

From  the  Province  of  Ontario $800  00 

Municipalities 65  00 

Paying  patients 210  70 

Subscriptions,  donations,  &c 560  10 


$1635  80 
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The  expenditure  for  the  same  period  were . 

For  food,  medicine,  and  medical  comforts $1175  10 

Fuel,  light,  and  other  expenses 578  27 

Salaries  and  wages 70  00 


$1823  37 

These  figures  would  indicate  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient’s  food  and  medicine  to  be 
36_i_3_  cents  and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses  19^^^^  cents,  making  a total  of  54^®^  cents 
per  day  for  the  daily  support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

General^ajnd  Marine  Hospital,  St.  Catharines. 

This  Hospitil  was  visited  and  inspected  on  the  8th  of  August.  There  were  on  that 
occasion  twelve  patients  under  treatment  in  the  house— four  of  whom  were  received  from  the 
Town  of  St.  Catharines;  two  from  the  City  of  Hamilton;  two  from  Toronto;  two  from  the 
County  of  Welland  ; and  two  from  the  United  States.  Only  one  of  these  patients  paid  for 
Hospital  accommodation — all  the  rest  had  been  admitted  as  free  patients. 

Five  were  sailors,  for  the  support  of  which  class  of  patients  the  Dominion  Government 
gives  $500  per  annum  to  the  funds  of  the  Hospital. 

The  several  wards  of  the  Hospital  as  well  as  its  other  departments,  were  in  a very  clean 
and  orderly  state  at  the  titne  of  my  visit.  The  wards  for  females  are  too  confined  in  space. 

The  beds  were  clean  and  tidily  kept. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  from 


the  following  places ; — 

Town  of  St.  Catharines  27 

County  of  Lincoln 17 

Other  Counties  jn  the  Province 38 

Sailors,  Immigrants  and  Foreigners 53 
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The  receipts  for  the  year  and  the  sources  from  which  they  came  were  as  follows  : — 


From  Ontario  Government  $1000  00 

“ Dominion  “ 500  00 

“ Municipalities 550  00 

‘‘  Paying  patients 241  00 

‘‘  Subscriptions  and  donations 121  00 

“ All  other  sources  619  33 


$2930  33 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were : 

Food,  medicine  and  medical  comforts $1258  25 

Other  expenses 459  88 

Salaries  and  wages 330  00 


$2048  13 

These  figures  would  indicate  the  daily  cost  of  each  patient’s  food  and  medicine  to  be 
39y^^  cents,  and  for  all  other  Hospital  expenses  25^^®^  cents,  making  a total  of  65  cents  per 
day  for  the  daily  support  and  maintenance  of  each  patient  in  Hospital. 

Poor-houses.  House  of  Industry,  Kingston. 

This  establishment  was  visited  on  the  17th  of  August,  on  which  day  there  were  27  names 
on  the  roll — 25  of  this  number  I saw  and  conversed  with — the  others  were  said  to  be  absent,  at 
the  time,  in  the  city.  Of  these  27  inmates,  no  less  than  26  were  from  the  City  of  Kingston, 
the  remaining  one  being  from  the  County  of  Frontenac.  No  better  proof  can  be  furnished  of 
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the  local  poor-house  character  of  this  establishment  than  simply  to  state  this  fact,  and  in  view 
of  it,  it  is  surely  the  duty  of  the  Corporation  of  Kingston  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  its 
inmates  ; a duty  which  has  been  utterly  neglected  by  that  body  in  the  past. 

The  inmates  were  all  very  well  satisfied  with  their  treatment,  and  had  no  complaints  to 
make. 

An  examination  of  the  House  Register  showed  that  a considerable  number  of  strangers 
had  been  received  during  the  previous  year,  although  only  retained  in  the  house  for  very  short 
periods — the  long  period  inmates  being  chiefly  confined  to  those  received  from  the  city. 

The  several  dormitories  and  other  portions  of  the  house  were  found  to  be  in  a much 
more  orderly  and  cleanly  condition  than  found  at  any  of  my  previous  visits,  and,  in  fact,  were 
as  tidy  and  comfortable  as  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  premises  would  admit  of. 

The  present  premises  having  been  found  to  be  unfitted,  both  from  their  condition  and 
situation,  for  the  purpose  of  the  charity,  a very  eligible  property  has  been  acquired.  Altera- 
tions and  additions  to  the  buildings  are  now  in  progress,  which  when  completed  will  render 
them  complete  in  all  respects. 

During  the  past  year  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  persons  were  admitted  to  the  house, 
whose  collective  stay  therein  was  stated  to  be  9,984  days,  equal  to  an  average  stay  for  each 
inmate  of  79y®^o  days.  These  inmates  were  stated  in  the  return  to  have  been  received  from 


the  following  places:— - 

City  of  Kingston 42 

County  of  Frontenac  and  other  Counties. 60 

Immigrants,  Foreigners,  &c f. 24 
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The  entire  receipts  of  the  house  for  the  past  year,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  came 


were  as  follows  : — 

Province  of  Ontario ^2400  00 

City  of  Kingston,  nothing “ 

County  of  Frontenac,  nothing 

Other  municipalities,  nothing “ 

Payment  of  inmates 174  50 

Subscriptions,  donations,  &c 98  92 

All  other  sources  282  69 


$2956  11 

The  expenditures  of  the  establishment  for  the  same  period  were  as  follows  : — 

Food $1460  85 

Clothing  and  furniture 168  20 

Fuel,  light,  repairs  and  all  other  expenses 1234  93 


$2863  98 

House  of  Industry,  Toronto. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  establishment  on  the  25th  of  November,  on  which 
occasion  there  were  78  poor  persons  occupying  beds  in  the  house.  Of  this  number  41  were 
men,  23  women,  and  14  children. 

Many  of  the  inmates  were  physically  incapaciated  for  work,  being  either  afflicted  with 
blindness,  lameness  or  s^me  other  bodily  defect,  and  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  were  nearly 
all  very  old  and  infirm. 

One  of  the  inmates,  a boy  brought  up  in  the  house  appeared  to  be  quite  idiotic.  The 
manager  was  instructed  to  make  application  for  his  admission  to  the  London  Idiot  Asylum. 
Every  ward,  room  and  dormitory  in  the  house  was  examined,  and  found  in  the  best  possible 
order,  with  the  utmost  cleanliness  prevailing  throughout. 

The  affairs  of  this  establishment  continue  to  be  conducted  in  the  most  efficient  manner ; 
and  whether  in  respect  to  the  good  accomplished,  or  to  the  systematic  and  thorough  manner  in 
which  its  affairs  are  administered  this  Institution  must  be  pronounced  a model  Poor-house. 
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During  the  year  ending,  30th  September,  236  persons  were  admitted  to  the  house,  whose 
-collective  stay  was  equal  to  27,657  days.  The  average  residence  of  each  inmate  being  107 
days. 

These  236  persons  were  received  from  the  following  places,  viz.  : — 


City  of  Toronto 115 

County  of  York  and  other  Counties  in  the  Province 63 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 58 
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In  addition  to  the  in-door  work  of  the  house,  2,128  out-door  poor  were  relieved  during 


the  year,  who  belonged  to  the  following  places  : — 

City  ot  Toronto 1130 

County  of  York  and  other  Counties 264 

Wandering  poor 186 

Immigrants  and  Foreigners 548 


2128 

The  receipts  of  the  house  for  the  year,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  were  derived 


were  as  follows  : — 

Province  of  Ontario  |2,900  00 

City  of  Toronto 4,000  00 

Payments  of  inmates 110  55 

Income  from  property 785  12 

Subscriptions,  donations  and  bequests  from  private  individuals 1,844  00 

All  other  sources 299  01 


$9,938  68 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  as  follows  : — 


Food,  clothing,  medicine  and  medical  comforts $3,834  54 

Fuel,  water  and  light,  (including  coal  distributed) 2,348  82 

Other  expenses 1,831  60 

Salaries  and  wages 700  00 


$8,714  96 

House  of  Eepuge,  Hamilton. 

This  establishment  was  placed  on  the  list  of  Institutions  in  receipt  of  Government  aid 
this  year.  At  my  visit  to  it  on  the  26th  August  there  were  26  women,  8 children,  and  1 
old  man  in  residence,  who,  with  four  exceptions,  were  all  received  into  the  House  from  the 
City  of  Hamilton.  Nearly  all  of  the  adult  inmates  were  aged,  infirm  and  helpless;  four  of 
the  women  were  blind,  and  one  was  insane. 

The  House  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity  is  an  old  frame  building  situated  at  the 
base  of  the  mountain.  Neither  the  building  itself  nor  its  internal  arrangements  are  at  all 
suited  for  a Poor-House.  But  although  somewhat  dilapidated  it  was  scrupulously  clean  and 
very  orderly  throughout.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  persons  were  received  into  the 
House  during  the  year,  viz.,  124  males  and  24  females. 

The  receipts  of  the  establishment  for  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


Province  of  Ontario  $720  00 

Municipalities 1,778  42 


$2,498  42 
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The  expenditures  for  the  same  time  were  for — 

Food  and  clothing 1,519  27 

Fuel  210  00 

Kent  and  taxes 300  00 

Salaries  and  wages 350  00 

Sundries  119  15 

12,498  42 

Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Toronto. 

The  operations  of  the  Infirmary  for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  House  as  in-door  patients 55 

Total  number  of  external  patients^who  received  treatment  during  the  year  278 

The  in-door  patients  were  received  from  the  following  places  : — 

City  of  Toronto 7 

County  of  York  2 

0 ther  C ounties 36 


55 

The&e  patients  were  supported  in  the  Infirmary  in  respect  of  board — all  medical  treat- 
ment being  free — as  follows  : — 

Number  of  patients  who  paid  for  their  own  board 37 

Number  of  patients  whose  board  was  paid  for  by  Municipalities 14 

Number  of  patients  whose  board  was  paid  for  by  Associations  4 

55 

The  external  patients,  with  the  exception  of  eighteen,  were  all  said  to  have  been  resi- 
dents of  Toronto,  although  it  is  very  likely  that  many  of  them  only  came  to  the  city  to 
obtain  medical  treatment. 

I visited  the  Infirmary  on  the  30th  November,  when  there  were  eight  patients  in  resi- 
dence. The  house  in  all  its  departments  was  clean  and  orderly,  and  as  comfortable  in  its 
appointments  as  the  limited  space  and  defective  internal  arrangement  will  admit  of. 

The  receipts  for  the  year,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  came,  were  as  follows:— 

Province  of  Ontario $1,000  00 

City  of  Toronto 100  00 

Other  Municipalities 690  57 

Private  subscriptions,  &c 203  00 


11,993  57 


I PRISONS  AND  REFORMATORIES. 

i ^ 

1 

CENTEAL  PEISOK 

I The  progress  of  the  Central  prison  buildings,  since  my  last  report,  has  not  been  as  rapid 
I or  satisfactory  as  it  should  have  been.  The  foundations  of  the  main  buildings  and  the  dor- 
I mitory  wings  are  only  just  completed,  ready  to  commence  the  brickwork,  and  in  fact  may 
1 be  said  to  be  only  above-ground,  while  the  workshops  are  no  farther  advanced  than  the 
contract  requires.  Thi-s  delay  is,  no  doubt,  in  some  degree  attributable  to  the  labour  difficulties 
I which  existed  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  but  are  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  late  start 
made  by  the  contractor|in  the  spring,  and  the  absence  of  a reasonable  amount  of  energy  < n 
""'his  part  in  pushing  the  work  forward.  The  contract  calls  for  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ings on  or  before  the  1st  July,  1873,  and  engagements,  respecting  the  future  operations  of  the 
prison  have  been  enterenhto,  contemplating  the  entire  completion  of  the  workshops  on  that 
""day.  Unless  the  contractor  increases  the  number  of  his  mechanics  and  workmen  to  the  fullest 
extent,  and  uses  greater  energy  than  he  has  shown  in  the  past,  the  buildings  will  not  be  ready 
i for  occupation  for  an  indefinite  period,  which  may  result  in  very  considerable  loss  to  the 
Province. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  I called  the  attention  of  the  Honourable  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  to  the  necessity  of  deciding  upon  the  industrial  labour  and  trades  that 
should  be  established  in  the  prison.  The  necessity  for  an  immediate  decision  upon  this  point 
arose  out  of  circumstances  to  which  I shall  more  fully  refer  hereafter ; but  chiefly  from  the 
fact  that  the  extent  cf  workshop  space  ; its  structural  and  internal  arrangement;  the  amount 
of  steam  power  required,  and  the  furnishing  of  such  workshops  with  the  machinery  and 
appliances  requisite  to  carry  on  the  industrial  work  proposed  to  be  established,  could  only  be 
decided  upon  when  the  nature  and  class  of  industrial  labour  were  determined.  Accordingly 
r a contract  was  entered  into  on  the  9th  August,  1872,  between  the  Government  of  Ontario 
and  the  Canada  Car  Company,  of  Toronto,  through  which  the  Government  leased  to  the 
said  Company,  for  the  term  of  seven  and  a half  years,  from  the  1st  January,  1874,  the 
labour  of  all  the  prisoners  sentenced  to  the  Central  Prison,  excepting  such  as  was  required 
y to  carry  on  the  domestic  work  of  the  prison. 

This  contract  provides  that  prisoners  shall  not  be  sentenced  to  the  prison  for  a shorter 
period  than  two  months,  and  that  they  shall  not,  through  physical  or  mental  defects,  be  unfit 
to  perform  an  ordinary  day’s  labour,  consisting  of  ten  hours  per  day,  less  two  hours  every 
week.  The  Government  is  to  furnish  sufficient  workshop  space,  (with  foundations  for  ma- 
chinery and  other  permanent  fixtures),  properly  heated  and  lighted,  to  enable  the  industry  to 
be  carried  on,  and  the  boilers,  engines  and  shafting  required  for  motive  purposes,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  horses  power — the  engineers  and  firemen  to  be  provided  by  the  Company,, 
as  well  as  the  fuel  for  the  furnaces. 

The  Company  is  to  employ  the  prison  labour  thus  leased,  in  the  manufacture  of  railway 
cars  in  all  its  various  branches  and  requirements,  as  well  as  in  the  manufacture  of  nails,  bolts, 
and  spikes  of  every  description.  It  is  also  provided  that  the  Company  may,  with  the  consent 
of  Government,  establish  other  industries  of  a similar  nature,  and  affording  an  equal  variety 
of  employment,  with  the  use  of  the  same  kinds  of  machinery,  tools  and  plant.  The  Com- 
pany is  to  provide  a sufficient  number  of  instructors  in  the  various  branches  of  the  industry ^ 
to  instruct  the  prisoners  and  supervise  their  labour ; and  it  may  introduce  into  the  prison 
workshops  a certain  number  of  ordinary  skilled  artizans  and  labourers  for  this  purpose. 
The  Company’s  officers,  instructors,  supervisors  and  employees,  having  the  right  of  entry 
to  the  prison,  to  strictly  comply  with  the  rules,  regulations  and  discipline  of  the  prison. 
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For  the  prison  labour  thus  leasedj  the  Government  is  to  receive  from  the  Company  the 
sum  of  fifty  cents  a day  for  each  and  every  prisoner  during  the  first  two  and  a-half  years’  exist- 
ence of  the  contract,  for  the  second  two  and  a-half  years,  fifty-five  cents,  and  for  the  third 
and  last  two  and  a-half  years,  the  sum  of  sixty  cents  per  day. 

There  are  several  points  in  connection  with  this  important  transaction  which  call  for 
explanation ; and,  first  of  all,  the  adoption  of  the  contract  system  at  all.  In  my  report  of 
i^t  year  I enumerated  the  various  methods  of  utilizing  prison  labour,  and  expressed  a de- 
cided preference  for  the  system  of  eKclusive  Government  control  over  that  of  the  ordinary 
contract  system.  I am  still  of  the  conviction  that,  theoretically,  the  former  is  the  best 
method  of  utilizing  prison  labour  that  can  be  adopted,  and  that  the  latter,  as  it  has  ordinarily 
been  carried  on  heretofore,  has  been  attended  with  many  serious  disadvantages.  But  I think 
it  will  appear,  from  a careful  consideration  of  the  terms  and  nature  of  the  contract  above 
described,  that  these  disadvantages  have  been  obviated.  Under  the  working  of  the  ordinary 
contract  system.  Government  leases  the  labour  of  a certain  number  of  prisoners  without 
prescribing  the  kind  of  industry  in  which  they  shall  be  engaged ; and  in  that  case  the  usual 
consequence  is  that  the  moral  reformation  of  the  prisoners  is  to  a great  extent,  if  not  alto- 
gether, ignored,  the  contractors  having  in  view  merely  the  pecuniary  profit  to  be  derived  from 
their  labour.  .r  p j p 

It  is  very  obvious  that  such  a contract  system  as  this  is  open  to  very  serious  objection, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  contract  now  under  consideration,  this  objection  is  entirely  obviated, 
inasmuch  as  the  industry  to  be  engaged  in  is  strictly  defined  and  approved  by  Government. 

I hat  the  Government  was  justified  in  this  approval  will  be  apparent  from  a moment’s  con- 
sideration of  the  nature  of  the  work  contemplated  by  the  contract.  The  character  of  this 
industry  is  such  that  it  affords  appropriate  employment  for  a greater  variety  of  skill  and 
capacity  than  any  that  could  have  been  chosen.  The  manufacture  of  railway  cars  brings 
into  play  no  less  than  eight  distinct  trades,  viz.,  those  of  the  carpenter,  cabinet-maker,  uphol- 
sterer, painter,  blacksmith,  machinist,  moulder  and  founder;  and,  in  addition,  the  contract 
provides  for  the  manufacture  of  bolts  an^spikes,  All  the  work  thus  provided  for  the 
prisoners  is  of  an  elevating  and  eHucalmg**^  and  will  afford  an  opportunity  to  each 

r'^^fh°^d^^  learning  some  special  handicraft  by  which  he  may  afterwards  gain  a 

It  is  in  fact  the  very  kind  of  industry  which  the  former  Government  had  fixed  upon  as 
the  most  desirable  and  appropriate  to  the  end  in  view,  and  the  adoption  of  which  I have 
myself,  ever  since  the  Central  Prison  scheme  was  devised,  advocated  in  preference  to  any 
other. 

When,  in  addition  to  the  very  desirable  character  of  the  industry  provided  by  this  con- 
tract, we  consider  the  fair  and  just  compensation  that  will  be  paid  for  the  labour  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  the  fact  that  the  entire  management  and  discipline  of  the  prison  are  retained  by 
the  Government,  it  must,  I think,  be  conceded  that  every  serious  objection  to  the  contract 
system  has  been  obviated  by  the  present  arrangement,  and  that  under  it,  this  most  difficult 
-question  of  utilizing  the  prison  labour  has  been  as  satisfactorily  solved  as  it  could  have  been 
under  any  other. 

Another  circumstance  in  the  transaction  requiring  explanation,  is  the  fact  that  this 
contract  was  closed  at  so  early  a day,  and  without  having,  by  advertisement,  previously 
invited  public  competition  for  the  prison  labour.  What  might  seem  the  apparently  prema 
ture  conclusion  of  this  arrangement  has  been  already  partially  explained.  The  simple  fact 
is^  that  the  work  of  planning  and  constructing  the  work-shops,  and  of  furnishing  them 
with  the  requisite  machinery,  could  not  have  been  entered  upon  before  the  real  nature  and 
extent  of  the  prison  industries  had  been  decided  upon.  While  this  question  was  pending 
and  pressing  for  a speedy  settlement,  an  opportunity  arose  of  leasing  the  labour  of  the  pris- 
oners for  that  special  kind  of  industry  which  has  all  along  seemed  the  most  desirable.  The 
Canada  Car  Company,  whose  premises  adjoin  those  of  the  Central  Prison,  had  recently 
been  organized,  and  after  lengthened  negotiations,  to  which  I shall  refer  hereafter,  they  sig- 
nified their  willingness  to  lease  the  labour  of  the  Prison  on  the  terms  and  for  the  purposes 
specified  in  the  contract.  Inasmuch  as  the  Government  thoroughly  approved  of  the  character 
of  the  work,  and  as,  according  to  the  arrangement  under  consideration,  the  Company  were  to 
furnish  and  place  in  the  workshops  all  the  necessary  machinery — thus  settlin" 


difficulty  before  referred  to,  and  effecting  a considerable  savin: 


the  pressing 
in  capital  outlay — with  the 
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approval  of  Government,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Central  Prison  Act,  I 
at  once  closed  an  agreement  with  them.  So  much  for  what  might  appear  to  be  undue  haste 
in  the  matter. 

It  still  remains  to  explain  why  this  contract  was  closed  before  public  competition  had 
been  invited.  A sufficient  explanation  of  this  point  in  the  transaction  will  appear  from  a 
recital  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  late  Government  of  the  Province,  as 
soon  as  the  appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  the  Central  Prison  passed  the  Legislature, 
^ntered  into  negotiations  with  the  Dominion  Government  for  the  acquisition  of  the  property 
^kiiown  as  the  Old  Barracks,  for  a site  for  the  Central  Prison.  This  property,  however, 
could  not  be  obtained,  as  it  belonged  to  that  class  of  ordnance  lands  which  could  not  be 
alienated  from  the  Crown. 

I therefore  recommended  that  the  prison  should  be  erected  upon  the  land  purchased  a 
short  time  previously  from  the  Ordnance  Department  for  the  Toronto  Asylum,  provided  that 
the  full  front  between  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Great  Western  Hallways  on  Strachan  Avenue 
could  be  secured.  Part  of  this  front  had  been  reserved  by  the  Dominion  Gov^ernment  for 
additional  space  for  the  Emigration  Depot,  and  the  remainder  was  under  lease  to  the  Steel, 
Iron  and  Bailway  Works  Company,  for  a term  of  years  ending  in  1880. 

After  lengthened  negotiations  with  the  Dominion  Government,  the  whole  of  this  front 
was  purchased  for  the  Central  Prison.  After  this  purchase  had  been  made,  it  was  repre- 
sented to  the  Government  of  Ontario,  by  the  President  of  the  Steel,  Iron  and  Railway 
Works  Company,  that  that  corporation  had  been  merged  into  the  Canada  Car  Company  ; 
that  the  latter  had  determined  to  carry  on  the  manufacture  of  cars  upon  a large  scale , that 
in  order  to  carry  out  this  determination  they  had  decided  upon  the  erection  of  expensive 
works  on  the  property,  then  held  by  them  under  lease,  but  before  doing  so  they  desired  to 
purchase  or  lease  for  a long  period  the  land  above  referred  to,  as  having  been  purchased  by 
the  Government  of  Ontario  for  the  Central  Prison  ; and  that  they  had  counted  upon  the 
privilege,  ordinarily  accorded  to  actual  occupants,  of  being  consulted  before  a sale  or  lease  of 
the  land  they  occupied  had  been  made  to  another  party.  In  view  of  this,  the  Car  Com- 
pany contended  that  their  rights  had  not  been  fully  respected,  and  claimed  that  they  should 
have  had  a preemption  right  to  the  purchase  of  the  land. 

Without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  .justice  of  the  claims  advanced  by  the  Com- 
pany, it  is  enough  to  state  that  this  circumstance  led  to  serious  complications,  and,  inasmuch 
as  the  Company  had  a legal  right  to  occupy  the  lands  to  1880,  this  misunderstanding  might 
have  materially  interfered  with  the  interests  of  the  Central  Prison,  owing  to  the  proximity 
of  the  Company’s  premises  to  those  of  the  prison. 

The  Government  therefore  thought  it  very  desirable  that  this  misunderstanding 
should  be  settled.  As  a means  to  its  settlement,  it  occurred  to  me  (as  I suggested  in  a 
report  submitted  at  the  time,)  that  an  arrangement  might  be  entered  into  with  the  Corn- 
pan}^  for  the  lease  of  the  prisoners’  labour,  on  terms  equally  advantageous  to  them  and  to 
the  Government.  The  result  of  this  suggestion  was  that  the  existing  contract  was  made. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  contract,  although  in  a manner  occasioned  by  the 
misunderstanding  above  described,  was  yet  in  itself  quite  as  favourable  as  the  Govern- 
ment, under  any  circumstances,  could  have  expected  to  make.  The  kind  of  industry  pro- 
j vided  by  it  was,  as  has  been  shown,  by  far  the  most  desirable  that  could  be  provided  ; 
and  the  rate  of  remuneration  was  far  in  advance  of  that  received  for  the  convict  labour  at 
the  Dominion  Penitentary,  Kingston,  notwithstanding  the  much  shorter  terms  of  sentence 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Central  Prison.  This  rate  was  in  fact  fully  equal  to  that  receifbd  b}" 
some  of  the  oldest  industrial  prisons  in  the  United  States,  and  with  a full  prison  w'as 
sufficient  to  render  the  establishment  self-supporting,  The  proximity  of  the  premises  of 
the  Car  Company  to  those  of  the  prison,  which  under  other  circumstances,  as  has  already 
been  shown,  would  have  been  a serious  disadvantage,  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  com- 
bination of  ordinary  skilled  labour  with  that  of  the  prison,  which  would  enable  the  Com- 
])<‘iny  to  offer  a higher  rate  of  remuneration  than  could  be  expected  from  any  other  similar 
j establishment. 

I In  view  of  all  these  facts,  and  the  peculiar  combination  of  circumstances  attending 
i them — that  the  industry  was  the  most  appropriate ; that  the  rate  to  be  received  for  the 
I lal)our  was  as  high  as  is  paid  on  the  continent ; that  the  proximity  of  the  Company’s 
I works  to  the  Prison  would  be,  under  the  arrangement,  rendered  desirable  instead  of  de 
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trimental ; and  that  the  misunderstanding  with  the  Company  respecting  the  lands,  wouli 
be  amicably  arranged — the  contract  was  closed  without  first  submitting  the  labour 
public  competition,  which  in  ordinary  cases  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  havd 
been  the  proper  course.  j 

Although  the  arguments  advanced  against  the  utilization  of  prison  labour  for  thig 
purpose  of  carrying  on  any  class  of  industry  that  is  most  suitable  and  desirable  for  tha^ 
object,  as  being  antagonistic  to  ordinary  skilled  labour,  are  founded  on  false  and  erroneous 
premises,  and  in  many  instances  are  unworthy  of  consideration  ; still  it  may  be  observed 
that  in  the  class  of  industry  to  be  carried  on  in  the  Central  Prison,  such  arguments  have 
not  the  slightest  fi)rce.  The  industry  selected  affords  scope  for  no  less  than  eight 
distinct  trades,  besides  employing  a large  amount  of  ordinary  unskilled  labour.  The 
division  of  these  trades  among  the  limited  number  of  prisoners  that  will  be  committed 
to  the  prison,  cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  prejudicial  to  ordinary  mechanics  fol- 
lowing the  same  trades,  or  to  that  particular  branch  of  industry  known  as  car  building. 
which  requires  the  services  of  various  mechanical  tradesmen.  F or  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  all  the  prisoners  who  pass  through  the  Central  Prison  will,  when  discharged,  be  oc 
cupied  in  car-building.  Some  will  be  carpenters,  blacksmiths  and  foundrymen  ; other 
will  be  painters,  upholsterers  and  cabinet  makers  ; each  man  following  and  exercising  tht 
particular  trade  he  may  have  acquired  a knowledge  of  when  in  the  prison.  In  thk 
way  they  will  all  be  absorbed  into  the  various  industries  of  the  country,  without 
materially  affecting  any  particular  trade.  Had  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  fur- 
niture, or  any  industry  requiring  only  one  distinct  trade,  been  adopted,  then  there  might 
have  been  some  ground  for  complaint  from  mechanics  employed  in  these  trades,  but  as  it 
is  there  is  none. 

And  when  we  consider  that  over  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
sentenced  to  the  Common  Gaols  during  the  past  year  were  mechanics  of  various  kinds 
many  of  them  workers  in  iron,  wood  and  metals,  who  if  not  in  prison  would  have  been  all 
engaged  in  their  respective  trades,  the  objections  raised  against  the  utilization  of  prison 
labour  in  the  manner  proposed  are  utterly  groundless. 

How  that  the  most  important,  and  at  the  same  time  most  difficult  problem,  in  con 
nection  with  the  Central  Prison  scheme  has  been  so  satisfactorily  solved  by  the  provision 
of  appropriate  and  remunerative  employment  for  every  prisoner  sentenced  to  it,  the  nexi 
most  important  question  that  presents  itself  for  settlement  is  what  class  of  prisoners  shall 
be  sentenced  to  the  Prison  ? To  determine  this,  we  must  first  ascertain  the  number  oi 
male  prisoners  now  sentenced  to  the  Common  Gaols  of  the  Province,  and  the  periods  oi 
their  sentence — all  of  which  information  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


NAME  OF  GAOL. 


Brantford 

Barrie  

Berlin  

Brampton 

Brockville  

Belleville 

Cayuga  

Cornwall 
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Mumber  of  Male  prisoners,  &c. — Continued. 


NAME  OF  GAOL. 

Number  of  Men  sentenced  to 
Gaols  for  the  year  ending  30th 
Sept.,  1872. 

! 

Periods  of  Sentence. 

30  Days  and  under. 

For  one  month  and  up  to 
two  months. 

For  two  months  and  up 
to  three  months. 

For  three  months  and  up 
to  four  months. 

For  four  months  and  up 
to  five  months. 

For  five  months  and  up 
to  six  months. 

For  six  months  and  up  to 
one  year. 

For  one  year  to  anj^  pe- 
reod  under  two  years. 

No.  sentenced  to  the  Com- 
mon Gaol  for  2 years. 

I 

No.  sentenced  to  the  Peni- 
tentiary for  2 years. 

Brought  forward  .... 

8 

2 

3 

3 

6 

Chatham 

80 

45 

12 

11 

7 

1 

4 

1 

3 

iroderich 

19 

3 

8 

7 

1 

iruelph 

49 

28 

16 

4 

1 

lamilton  

516 

215 

239 

34 

12 

5 

11 

1 

Kingston 

171 

73 

89 

5 

1 

1 

2 

jondon  

137 

55 

31 

30 

11 

2 

3 

5 

2 

iiTulsa.y  

36 

21 

30 

4 

1 

1 

i’Orignal  

5 

2 

3 

(filtnn 

7 

1 

1 

4 

1 

'fapanee 

25 

6 

16 

2 

1 

2 

)ttawa 

219 

174 

22 

15 

5 

2 

......... 

1 

)wpn  Sound  

34 

18 

12 

2 

1 

1 

^prth  

19 

13 

6 

1 

^loton  

8 

3 

5 

Pembroke 

35 

3 

27 



5 1 



1 

^eterboro’ 

48 

26 

17 

' 3 

1 

1 1 

4 

^inicoe  

38 

26 

4 

7 

1 

Jt.  Catharines 

79 

19 

26 

24 

5 

3 

2 

2 

Jarnia 

' 59 

39 

8 

6 

3 

^ 1 

1 

1 

Stratford  

31 

13 

9 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Sandwich  

107 

57 

26 

17 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

St.  Thomas 

10 

5 

4 

1 

I 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  

11 

1 

10 

{ 

10 

Toronto  

828 

321 

363 

77 

24 

8 

32 

3 

Walkerton 

10 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Woodstock 

26 

13 

5 

3 

2 

1 1 

1 

1 

Welland  

92 

82 

4 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

Whitby 

35 

19 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3245 

1613 

1082 

321 

99 

29 

37 

48 

15  1 
1 

1 

52 

Accepting  the  statistics  above  given,  respecting  the  number  of  prisoners  sentenced 
to  gaols,  and  their  periods  of  sentence,  as  a standard  for  our  future  guidance,  we  find  that 
3,245  prisoners  were  sentenced  to  all  the  gaols  of  the  Province  for  the  year  ending  30th 
September.  No  less  than  2,695  of  these  prisoners  were  sentenced  for  periods  under  two 
months,  and  who  under  the  terms  of  the  contract  entered  into  with  the  Car  Company, 
wmuld  not  be  eligible  to  be  sent  to  the  Central  Prison.  The  number  sentenced  for  periods 
over  two  months  was  553,  in  addition  to  which  number,  52  were  sentenced  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Penitentiary  for  two  years,  making  605  prisoners  who  would — as  respects  period 
of  sentence — be  proper  subjects  for  the  Central  Prison. 

But  when  we  consider  that,  of  the  2,695  prisoners  committed  for  terms  under  two 
months,  fully  one-third  of  them  were  sentenced  from  twice  up  to  six  times  during  the  year, 
and  who,  if  a properly  organized  industrial  prison  had  been  in  operation  would,  or  at  any 
rate  should,  have  been  sentenced  for  periods  varying  from  two  to  twelve  months — it  will 
at  once  be  seen  that  in  place  of  having  only  605  prisoners  to  select  from  for  transfer  to 
the  Central  Prison,  there  would  have  been  upwards  of  1500. 

I have  frequently  reported  upon  the  desirability  of  sentencing  such  prisoners  for 
longer  periods,  in  order  that  the  requisite  means  may  be  used,  and  influences  exercised 


for  their  reformation,  which,  under  the  present  system  of  sentencing  for  short  peiordi 
cannot  be  done. 

If  however,  we  look  at  the  matter  from  the  ground  of  public  economy,  it  will  b 
seen  in  a moment  that  after  the  second  or  third  re-committal  of  such  prisoners,  and  whei 
the  line  has  been  crossed  that  separates  the  real  criminal  or  habitual  offender  from  th 
first  crime  or  the  accidental  offence,  that  such  men  become  a constant  charge  upon  th 
public  funds.  Not  only  is  this  the  case  in  respect  of  their  support  when  in  gaol,  but  th' 
expense  of  repeated  trials  becomes  a very  serious  charge  upon  the  criminal  administratioi 
fund.  I have  little  doubt,  that  if  the  expenditures  of  the  past  year,  for  criminal  prosecn 
tions  in  all  its  branches  in  respect  of  Courts,  Queen’s  Counsel,  Juries,  and  all  the  othe; 
sources  of  criminal  expenditure,  were  carefully  analyzed,  that  it  would  be  found  that  nearly 
if  not  quite  half  the  amount  was  expended  for  the  trial  and  conviction  of  habitual  crimi 
nals  and  offenders.  And  in  estimating  the  good  that  an  industrial  prison  will  accomplish 
or  the  saving  that  it  will  effect  in  the  utilization  of  prison  labour,  it  is  proper  and  righi 
that  this  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Besides  the  habitual  offenders  above  referred  to,  there  is  another  class,  and  not  an 
insignificant  one  either  in  point  of  numbers,  many  of  whom  composing  it  would  be  pro- 
per subjects  for  this  prison.  During  the  past  year  one  hundred  and  twenty -four  persons 
were  sent  to  gaol  for  want  of  sureties  to  keep  the  peace  ; an  examination  into  the  nature 
of  the  breaches  for  which  they  w'ere  required  to  find  sureties,  shews  that  the  largest  pro- 
portion were  husbands  who  had  been  committed  for  beating  their  wives.  In  nearly  every 
case,  an  offence  of  this  kind  merits  more  severe  punishment  than  being  permitted  to  lounge, 
sometimes  for  months,  in  utter  idleness  in  the  corridors  of  a ci  mmon  gaol,  until  a general 
gaol  delivery  sets  him  free.  I therefore  think  that  a good  many  of  this  class  should  be 
sent  to  the  Central  Prison. 

An  additional  reason  is  furnished  why  a greater  number  of  prisoners  now  sentenced 
for  short  periods  to  the  gaols,  should  be  sent  to  the  Central  Prison,  in  the  nature  of  the 
callings  or  occupations  of  such  prisoners.  We  find  on  an  examination  of  the  gaol  statis 
tics  of  the  past  year,  that  the  following  trades  were  represented  in  the  persons  of  the 
prisoners  committed  : — 


Workers  in  Iron,  Brass,  &c. 


Blacksmiths 82 

Moulders 67 

Machinists 65 

Plumbers 6 

Tinsmiths  21 
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Workers  in  Wood. 


Carpenters  and  Joiners 193 

Cabinet  Makers 18 

Carriage  and  Waggon  Makers 20 

Coopers 30 

Millwrights 5 

Woodturners  and  Wheelwrights 7 

Ship  Carpenters 13 

286 

Other  Trades^ 

Broom,  Basket  and  Brush  Makers  14 

Brickmakers  and  Bricklayers  ; Stone  Masons,  Stone 

Cutters  and  Plasterers  129 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  173 

Earness  Makers  22 


Painters... 90 

Printers..  41 

Tailors 90 

559 
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In  addition  to  the  trades  above  enumerated,  upwards  of  five  hundred  other  prisoners 
were  possessed  of  a sufficient  amount  of  intelligence  and  ingenuity,  although  not  mechanics, 
to  have  rendered  themselves  useful  in  shops  and  yards  of  the  kind  that  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  in  the  Central  Prison. 

Altogether  it  is  perfectly  safe  to  say  that  there  were  not  less  than  1500  sentenced 
prisoners,  who  passed  through  the  Common  Gaols  of  the  Province  during  the  past  year,, 
who  would  have  been  proper  subjects,  in  all  respects,  for  sentence  to  an  industrial  prison. 

Respecting  thej^node  of  commitment  to  the  Central  Prison,  there  are  two  methods 
pointed  out  in  the  Central  Prison  Act. 

Section  15  provides  that  every  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  in  the  Province,  be- 
fore whom  any  person  shall  be  convicted  of  an  offence  punishable  by  imprisonment  in 
the  Common  Gaol  may,  after  the  Central  Prison  is  opened,  sentence  such  offender  to  im- 
prisonment in  it,  instead  of  the  Common  Gaol  of  the  County  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted or  tried.  And  Section  16  provides  that  every  person  convicted  before  one  or  more 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  by  a Police  Magistrate,  of  any  offence  cognizable  by  Justices  or 
Police  Magistrates,  and  for  which  punishment  by  imprisonment  in  the  Common  Gaol 
may  be  awarded  for  any  period  not  less  than  fourteen  days,  and  committed  to  a Common- 
Gaol  for  such  conviction,  may  be  removed  and  transferred  by  order  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  from  such  Common  Gaol  to  the  Central  Prison,  and  there  be  imprisoned  for  the 
unexpired  portion  of  his  sentence  to  the  Central  Prison,  instead  of  the  Common  Gaol  of 
the  County. 

Having  regard,  therefore,  to  the  fact  that  the  contract  entered  into  with  the  Canada 
Car  Company  requires  that  prisoners  shall  not  be  sentenced  to  the  Prison  for  less  periods 
than  two  months,  and  that  the  Prison  itself  is  eminently  an  industrial  estaUishment,  it  is 
clear  that  the  law  must  be  amended  to  conform  with  these  provisions.  Men  committed  to> 
the  Central  Prison  must  be  able  to  perform  an  ordinary  day’s  work,  and  those  who  are 
temporarily  incapacitated  for  this  should  remain  in  the  Common  Gaol  until  they  are  able 
to  work.  In  fact  Common  Gaols  must  act  as  feeders  to  the  Central  Prison. 

To  accomplish  this  I would  respectfully  recommend — 

1st.  That  the  law  be  amended  to  enable,  in  certain  cases,  persons  now  committed  to 
the  Common  Gaols  for  want  of  sureties  to  keep  the  peace,  to  be  transferred  to  the  Central 
Prison. 

2nd.  That  the  15th  section  of  the  Central  Prison  Act  be  amended  to  provide  that 
before  a prisoner  is  sentenced  to  the  Central  Prison  from  any  Court  of  Criminal  Juris- 
diction in  the  Province,  such  prisoner  shall  be  certified  by  the  gaol  surgeon,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  judge,  to  be  able  to  perform  an  ordinary  day’s  work. 

It  will  also  be  necessary  to  devise  some  cheap  but  prompt  method  of  transferring 
prisoners  from  the  Common  Gaols  to  the  Central  Prison,  either  by  the  appointment  of  an 
officer  to  be  attached  to  the  prison  staff,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  effect  the  transfer,  or  by 
the  means  now  used  for  that  purpose,  at  reduced  rates  of  compensation  to  the  local 
officials  performing  that  service. 

Buildings. 

Some  alterations  from  the  original  design  of  the  workshops  were  found  to  be  neces- 
sary, as  soon  as  the  class  of  industry  had  been  determined.  The  extent  of  workshop  space 
was,  however,  fixed  by  the  requirements  of  similar  industrial  establishments,  both  in  this 
country  and  the  United  States. 

Instead  of  a warehouse  for  manufactured  goods,  which  the  specifications  called  for,  a 
foundry  has  been  erected  at  considerable  additional  expense.  It  will  be  necessary  to> 
place  in  this  building  all  the  fixtures  required*  for  such  a shop,  such  as  cupolas,  furnaces, 
hoists,  (fee. 
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The  second  floor  of  the  south  workshop  has  been  left  out,  although  provision  is  made 
Tor  replacing  it  at  any  time  that  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  do  so. 

In  addition  to  these  alterations,  the  following  additional  work  will  require  to  be 
done  : — 

1st.  The  extension  of  the  yard  walls  to  the  west  400  feet,  so  as  to  obtain  the  requi- 
site amount  of  yard  space.  This  yard  will  require  to  be  subdivided  by  a wall  so  as  to 
separate  the  ordinary  working  yard  from  that  used  for  lumber  and  material ; which  other- 
wise might  be  used  by  the  prisoners  to  effect  escapes. 

2nd.  The  construction  of  railways  to  the  work-shops  from  the  main  railway  lines, 
passing  the  prison  grounds,  with  the  necessary  sidings,  turn-tables,  &c. 

3rd.  The  construction  of  a picket  fence  to  surround  the  prison  lot,  aud  the  com- 
pletion of  the  levelling  and  filling  in  of  the  same. 

4th.  In  view  of  the  small  additional  cost  that  another  tier  of  cells  could  be  provi- 
ded for  under  the  same  roof,  that  would  furnish  additional  cell  space  fotr  eighty  prisoners, 
which  if  not  all  required  at  present,  certainly  will  be  in  the  future,  I would  recommend 
that  that  addition  be  made  to  the  two  dormitory  wings. 
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PROVINCIAL  REFORMATORY. 

Penetanguishene. 

During  the  past  year  forty-eight  youths  were  committed  to  this  Institution,  which  is  the 
same  number  that  was  sent  to  it  the  preceding  twelve  months.  These  forty-eight  lads  were, 
with  eight  exceptions,  sentenced  to  the  Eeformatory  from  the  Interim  Sessions  Courts  of 
the  Province,  and  were  received  from  the  following  Counties,- — 


Brant 

1 

Lambton 

5 

Stormont,  Dnndas,  and 

Oarleton 

3 

Leeds  and  Grenville.... 

4 

Glengarry 

2 

Elgin 

2 

Middlesex 

. 5 

Welland 

2 

Frontenac 

3 

Norfolk 

. 2 

Wentworth  

3 

Haldimand 

1 

Ontario  .... 

. 6 

Waterloo 

1 

Lincoln  

Oxford 

. i 

York  and  Toronto 

5 

48 

The  operations  of  the  Reformatory  for  the  past  year  were  as  follows  : — 


lumates  remaining  in  custody  on  1st  Oct.,  1871 155 

Admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...  48 

203 

Departures. 

Discharged  on  expiration  of  sentence....^ 40 

Pardoned r 3 

Escaped 2 45 


Remaining  in  custody  on  the  30th  Sept.,  1872 158 


The  Gaol  statistics  attached  to  this  Report,  shew  that  281  lads,  under  sixteen  years 
of  age,  were  committed  to  the  thirty- seven  common  gaols  of  the  Province  during  the  past 
year ; how  many  of  these  were  acquitted  of  the  offences  with  which  they  were  charged 
when  brought  to  trial,  I have  no  means  of  knowing  : but  that  only  seventeen  per  cent  of 
the  number  should  have  been  sent  to  the  Institution  founded  expressly  for  juvenile  offen- 
ders, would  indicate  the  existence,  only,  of  a very  qualified  appreciation  of  the  benefits 
and  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  establishment.  The  very  title  of  the  Statute  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment  of  this  Reformatory  is  calculated  to  give  a false  and  erroneous 
impression  of  its  aims  ; and  judges  may  well  ponder  before  sending  youths  between  nine 
and  twelve  years  of  age  to  a Prison  for  young  offend ersP 

Perhaps  another  reason  is  furnished  for  the  Institution  not  being  availed  of  as  much 
as  could  be  desired,  in  the  character  of  the  buildings  themselves.  While,  for  the  inmates 
more  advanced  in  years,  it  may,  and  in  fact  is  necessary  to  have  cells,  iron  bars,  'and  all 
the  other  prison  appliances  to  insure  safe  custody,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  good  end  is  served 
by  placing  a youth  below  twelve  years,  under  such  restraint,  and  amidst  such  surround- 
ings. 

It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  this  is  a Reformatory  and  an  Industrial  School  ,and  not 
a Prison,  but  so  long  as  the  present  Act  styling  it  2k  prison  remains  on  the  statute  book, 
and  both  its  external  and  internal  construction  bears  that  designation  out,  it  will  be  rather 
difficult  to  convince  either  judges  or  the  public  to  the  contrary. 

I have  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  sentencing  of  lads  under  twelve  years  of  age 
to  this  Institution  was  wrong  in  principle,  and  when  we  consider  that  many  are  com- 
mitted to  it  under  that  age,  and  for  periods  not  exceeding  two  years,  then  I believe 
that  in  many  instances  an  injury  is  done  to  such  youths.  For  juvenile  offenders  of  that 
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age,  I believe  that  Industrial  Schools,  established  in  cities  would  accomplish  far  better  i 
results  and  more  lasting  benefits  than  commitment  to  a Reformatory  of  this  kind.  Not ! 
only  for  juvenile  offenders,  or  those  youths  who  have  committed  some  act  rendering 
them  amenable  to  the  law,  would  Industrial  Schools  be  the  proper  place,  but  for  that 
army  of  children  known  as  “ Homeless  and  Destitute,”  “ Neglected  and  Abandoned,” 

“ Orphans  and  Vagrants,”  they  would  be  an  invaluable  boon. 

Unless  a lad  has  committed  some  grave  offence  against  the  laws,  he  should  not,  in  my 
opinion,  be  sent  to  this  Reformatory,  and  in  any  case  he  should  not  be  sent  unless  over 
twelve  years  of  age. 

The  practice  of  sentencing  youths  to  this  Institution  for  fixed  periods  instead  of 
until  reformed,  is  another  serious  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  greater  advantages  from 
an  establishment  of  this  kind.  In  dealing  with  this  feature  of  the  subject  in  my  Report 
of  1869,  I used  the  following  words,  “ Looking  upon  this  Institution  as  a Reformatory 
“ and  Industrial  School,  rather  than  a place  of  compulsory  detention  for  criminals,  and 
“ believing  that  in  giving  effect  to  this,  no  boy  should  be  detained  in  custody  a day  after  | 
“ the  object  of  his  detention  is  accomplished,  I am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  law  in  j! 
this  respect  should  be  changed  to  admit  of  all  youths  convicted  of  crime  being  sent  to  ' 
the  Reformatory  for  indefinite  periods,  but  in  no  case  to  exceed  five  years,  the  length  || 
‘‘  of  confinement  to  be  determined  by  the  general  conduct  of  the  lad,  his  habits  of  in-  j 
‘‘  dnstry,  proficiency  at  school,  and  the  general  evidences  of  reformation  that  he  exhibits.”  | 

However  necessary  or  desirable  it  may  be  to  have  the  pardoning  power  vested  in  the  i 
Dominion  Government,  in  respect  of  prisoners  committed  to  penal  establishments  ; that  it 
should  be  extended  to  Juvenile  Reformatories,  placed  exclusively  under  the  control  and  li 
management  of  the  Provincial  Government,  appears  to  me  to  be  rather  anomalous,  and  j 
precludes  the  adoption  of  the  method  of  discharge  above  indicated.  Having  regard  | 
to  the  existence  of  these  anomalies  and  defects  in  the  working  of  the  Institution,  I am 
of  opinion  that  they  will  have  to  be  corrected  before  this  Reformatory  can  fully  perform  j 
the  objects  aimed  at  in  its  establishment.  i 

Employj^ent.  ! 

i 

The  question  of  industrial  employment  for  the  youths  committed  to  this  Reforma  | 
tory  has  always  been  an  important  one,  but  in  consequence  of  the  many  difficulties  sur-  | 
rounding  it  in  the  past,  owing  to  the  unfortunate  location  of  the  Institution,  and  in  some  i 
measure  to  the  extreme  youth  of  the  great  majority  of  the  lads  sentenced  to  it,  a satis-  | 
factory  settlement  of  the  question  could  not  be  arrived  at.  I 

During  the  past  year,  however,  an  opportunity  presented  itself  in  an  offer  to  lease  i 
the  labour  of  a considerable  number  of  the  inmates  for  the  purpose  of  manutacturing  !; 
cigars,  which  with  the  approval  of  the  Government  I accepted.  While  there  are,  un  i 
doubtedly,  more  desirable  and  appropriate  trades  than  cigar  making,  I do  not  think  that  ' 
any  very  strong  moral  objections  can  be  urged  against  its  adoption.  As  smoking  is  a | 
practice  in  which  the  very  best  people  indulge,  I cannot  see  why  their  manufacture  i 
should  be  prohibited  in  the  Reformatory.  The  trade  is  one  that  can  very  easily  be  I 
acquired  by  youths,  and  in  many  respects  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  an  establishment  of  [ 
this  kind.  It  affords  light  and  clean  work,  and  as  in  the  various  stages  of  manufacture  | 
a variety  of  capacity  and  skill  are  required,  employment  will  be  provided  for  every  lad  \ 
sentenced  to  the  Reformatory.  ; 

On  enquiry  I found  that  the  demand  for  the  labour  of  skilled  cigar  makers  was  i 
very  great,  with  only  a very  limited  supply.  The  wages  derived  from  the  trade  range  I 
from  four  to  fifteen  dollars  a week.  There  is  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  when  boys  i 
are  dischairged  from  the  Reformatory,  constant  and  remunerative  employment,  in  connec-  | 
tion  with  this  branch  of  industry,  can  always  be  got.  In  view  of  the  inducements  thus  | 
offered,  taken  in  connection  with  the  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  location  of  the  Refor-  | 
n^atory,  which  rendered  it  very  doubtful  if  any  branch  of  industry  could  be  carried  on 
■\\qthout  loss,  let  alone  proving  remunerative,  with  the  approval  of  the  Government  I j 
concluded  a contract,  leasing  the  labour  of  a number  of  the  boys  sentenced  to  the  || 
Reformatory. 
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! While,  undoubtedly,  in  a Juvenile  Reformatory  it  would  have  been  more  desirable 
ibr  the  Government  to  have  carried  on  the  industrial  employmen  tinstead  of  con- 

I tractors,  kill  when  the  Government  had  to  choose  between  idleness  and  sloth  in  the 
Reformatory,  and  the  adoption  of  a trade  to  which  some  objections  might  be  raised,  I 
^had  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  latter  course. 

The  contract  provides  that  the  Government  shall  lease  to  the  contractors,  for  the- 
Iterm  of  seven  years,  the  labour  of  a number  of  the  inmates  not  exceeding  one  hundred, 
ijcommencing  on  the  1st  January,  1873.  That  such  contractors  shall  take  all  the  boys 
Icommitted  to  the  prison  under  thirteen  years  of  age;  all  youths  over  that  age  to  be 
Idivided  between  the  said  manufacture  of  cigars  and  the  other  industrial  trades,  now 
! being  carried  on  in  the  establishment. 

During  the  first  year,  and  while  the  shop  work  is  being  organized,  the  full 
number  is  not  to  be  placed  at  work,  but  on  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  not 
less  than  eighty  boys  are  to  be  constantly  employed  and  paid  for  by  the  contractors, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  contract.  The  said  contractors  are  to  pay  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  labour  of  the  boys  employed,  the  follow^ing  rates  per  day,  consisting 
of  seven  hours,  viz.,  for  the  first  year’s  service  of  each  boy,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  cents 
per  day  ; for  the  second  year,  tw’enty  cents  per  day  ; for  the  third  year,  twenty-five  cents- 
per  day  ; for  the  fourth  year,  thirty-five  cents  per  day  ; for  the  fifth  year,  forty  cents  per 
day. 

In  addition  to  the  amounts  thus  specified  to  be  paid  to  the  Government  for  the 
labour  of  the  boys  thus  leased,  the  contractors  have  also  to  pay,  in  order  to  encourage 
and  reward  industry  and  good  behaviour,  to  be  funded  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys  engaged 
in  such  labour,  and  paid  to  them  when  discharged  from  the  reformatory,  the  following 
I rates  per  day  : for  the  second  year’s  service,  three  cents  per  day ; for  the  third  year’s 
service,  four  cents  ; for  the  fourth  year’s  service,  five  cents  ; and  for  the  fifth  year’s  service, 
six  cents  per  day,  as  a bonus  to  each  boy  engaged  at  the  trade.  The  certificate  disentitl- 
ing any  boy  to  such  bonus  must  be  made  within  a week. 

Any  labour  performed  by  any  boy  over  the  allotted  seven  hours  a day,  to  be  paid  for 
as  extra  labour,  and  at  the  same  rates  both  as  to  general  and  bonus  payments. 

All  moneys  due  by  said  contractors  to  the  Government  to  be  paid  into  the  credit  of 
the  ’Treasurer  every  month. 

In  connection  with  the  contract  above  recited,  it  must  be  remarked  in  explanation 
that  the  period  of  sentence  to  the  reformatory  in  no  case  exceeds  five  years,  and  that  the 
rates  per  day  for  the  labour  of  the  inmates  are  fixed  according  to  the  length  of  time 
the  youth  serves  at  the  trade.  If  the  lad  has  been  industrious  and  well  behaved,  and 
has  served  five  years  continuously  in  the  cigar  shop,  he  will,  under  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, have  upwards  of  fifty  dollars  at  his  credit  to  commence  the  world  -with  when  he  is 
discharged  from  the  reformatory. 

As  the  day’s  work  under  the  contract  is  limited  to  seven  hours,  the  education  of 
the  boys  allotted  to  the  manufacture  of  cigars  will  not  be  interfered  with,  and  the  school 
hours  will  remain  as  at  present. 

Inspection  Minutes. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  the  Reformatory  in  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
following  minutes  of  inspection  and  instruction  were  entered  in  the  inspection  book. 

“ The  undersigned,  having  completed  the  inspection  of  this  Institution,  records  the 
following  inspection  minutes  and  instructions”  : — 

“ Was  present  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  at  roll  call,  when  1 saw  every  inmate  of 
the  Reformatory^  which  that  day  consisted  of  151  boys.” 

“ Only  138  boys  numbered  off  in  the  ranks,  the  remainder  being  engaged  in  the  kit- 
chen, bakery,  stables  and  other  places  ; there  w^ere  also  absentees  from  the  evening  muster. 
In  future  the  Warden  will  see  that  every  lad  in  the  Reformatory  (except  such  as  are  on 
the  sick  list,  and  those  under  punishment  by  confinement  to  the  cells)  is  present  at  the 
night  muster.  Was  present  at  every  meal  served  during  my  visit;  the  conduct  of  the 
inmates,  and  the  good  orrler  that  prevailed  on  these  occasions  were  all  that  could  be  de- 
.sired.”  ^ 
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“ The  dietaiies  were  of  good  quality  and  abundant — breakfast  consisting  of  bread 
and  coffee,  dinner  of  soup,  meat,  potatoes  and  bread,  and  supper  of  mush  and  mo- 
lasses ; the  quantity  of  mush  served  to  each  boy  at  supper,  aj^peared  to  be  more  than  was 
required,  as  in  most  cases  half  of  it  was  left.” 

The  dining  room,  kitchen,  bakery,  and  store-rooms  in  the  basement  of  the  centre 
building,  were  in  a very  fair  state  of  order,  but  the  area  enclosure  at  the  kitchen  door 
was  neither  in  a clean  nor  orderly  state.  The  rear  cell 'dormitory  and  the  associated  sleep- 
ing ward  were  inspected.  Owing  to  the  hoisting  i:>ul]eys  of  some  of  the  windows  in  the 
rear  dormitory  being  broken,  all  the  windows  could  not  be  lowered,  in  consequence  of 
which  some  of  the  upper  cells  were  not  properly  aired.  The  Warden  will  instruct  the 
carpenter  to  place  every  window  in  the  dormitory  in  good  working  order  at  once.  The 
strawbeds  being  very  musty  and  much  packed,  require  a change  of  straw ; the  Warden 
states  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a supply,  but  steps  must  be  taken  to  over- 
come this  difficulty.” 

‘‘No  sheets  were  found  on  any  of  the  beds,  as  they  had  all  been  removed  to  get  washed 
and  there  were  not  sufficient  in  stock  for  a change,  the  storekeeper  was  instructed  to  serve 
out  what  there  were,  and  to  prepare  a requisition  for  sufficient  material  to  enable  a change 
to  be  had.  The  dormitories  were  in  a fair  state  of  cleanliness  and  order,  it  is,  however, 
very  important  that  the  associated  dormitory  for  the  younger  lads  should  be  abandoned, 
and  the  separate  cell  wing  dormitories  taken  possession  of.  To  enable  this  to  be  done 
as  early  as  possible,  the  carpenter  must  proceed  at  once,  with  the  flooring  of  the  cells, 
hanging  the  cell  doors,  and  in  completing  the  carpenter  work  generally.  If  any  lumber 
is  required  for  this  purpose  the  Warden  will  give  an  order  for  it.” 

“ The  several  shops  were  inspected,  and  the  work  in  each  examined. 

“ The  blacksmith’s  shop  had  only  four  boys  engaged  in  it.  Since  the  dismissal  of  the 
keeper  and  instructor,  a journeyman  blacksmith  has  been  in  charge,  it  is  however  very 
desirable  that  a permanent  appointment  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  The  journey- 
man and  boys  were  engaged  in  making  the  gratings  to  place  over  the  cell  doors  in  the 
Central  Prison. 

“The  caipenter’s  shop  was  also  visited,  in  which  nine  boys  were  engaged;  the 
work  turned  out  by  this  shop  for  the  Brantford  Institute  was  of  the  worst  kind,  both  in 
respect  to  material  and  workmanship,  the  desk  stools  being  quite  worthless,  and  the  bed- 
steads very  little  better.  The  Warden  will  inform  the  master  carpenter  of  this,  and  state 
to  him  that  his  carelessness  in  this  instance  will  cause  considerable  loss  to  the  Institution, 
and  at  the  same  time  bring  discredit  upon  the  shop.” 

“ The  Warden  will  instruct  the  carpenter  to  make  a careful  estimate  of  the  carpenter 
work  done  on  the  new  dormitory,  including  the  material  used,  and  the  book-keej^er  will 
make  out  a bill  of  the  same  against  the  Province.” 

“ The  management  of  the  cooper’s  shop  has  much  improved,  and  the  amount  of  work 
manufactured  in  it  has  considerably  increased.  There  were  at  my  visit  ten  boys  employed  in 
this  shop.  In  addition  to  the  articles  made  for  the  Central  Prison,  a large  number  of  pork 
barrels,  kegs,  churns,  &c.,  are  now  on  hand  ready  for  sale,  which  it  would  be  well  to 
dispose  of  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Warden  will  instruct  the  master  cooper  to  proceed 
with  making  sixty  night  buckets  for  the  Central  Prison,  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
been  made.” 

“ The  tailor  shop  had  twenty-one  boys  in  it,  although  very  few  of  them  were  fully  em- 
ployed ; the  winter  clothing  has  not  yet  been  made.  A requisition  for  the  cloth  and  other 
articles  requied  for  this  shop  should  at  once  be  sent  in.” 

“ There  were  thirteen  boys  at  work  in  the  shoe-shop  making  and  repairing  to  supply 
he  wants  of  the  Peformatory.  The  master  shoemaker  complains  that  the  boys  sent  to 
his  shop’ are  too  young  for  the  trade.” 

“ A large  number  of  little  boys  are  still  almost  unemployed — a state  of  things  which, 
more  than  anything  else,  prevents  the  full  accomplishment  of  the  design  of  this  Institu- 
tion. It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  proposition  made  for  the  employment  of  about 
eighty  of  this  class  will  receive  the  sanction  and  approval  of  Government,  so  that  the 
proposed  mechanical  industry  ma}^  be  commenced  at  the  earliest  day  possible.  The  land 
and  outbuildings  were  visited  and  found  in  good  idrder  ; another  field  has  been  cleared  of 
boulders,  with  which  a new  wharf  has  been  made.  I visited  and  examined  the  schools 
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I during  their  afternoon  Session.  Considerable  improvement  was  observable  in  some  of 
J the  classes,  but  it  is  very  clear  that  a proper  system  of  instruction  cannot  be  carried  on 
I without  properly  qualified  schoolmasters  being  attached  to  each  school,  and  a greater 
length  of  time  devoted  to  education.” 

i Since  my  last  visit  to  the  Institution,  attempts  at  escape  have  not  been  so  pre- 
valent. Only  two  boys  have  succeeded  in  getting  off ; the  circumstances  of  which 
escape  are  reported  to  be  as  follows.  Brant,  who  was  under  sentence  for  five  years,  and 
had  only  two  months  of  the  period  to  run,  received  a permit  from  the  Steward  to  go 
I outside  the  enclosure,  on  receiving  which  he  added  to  the  permit  the  name  of  Gibson, 

! wlio  had  been  only  a short  time  ifi  the  Reformatory  and  had  received  four  years’*  sen- 
tence. The  forged  permit  was  received  by  the  gate-keeper,  when  both  of  the  prisoners 
immediately  made  their  escape  from  the  grounds,  and  although  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  capture  them  they  are  still  at  large,  from  the  fact  that  Brant  had  only  two  months 
of  a five  ^mars’  sentence  to  run,  and  that  during  the  whole  period  of  confinement  he 
had  behaved  in  a very  exemplary  way,  it  was  very  natural  and  right  that  the  Warden 
should  have  placed  confidence  in  him.  The  forgery  of  Gibson’s  name  to  the  permit, 
however,  affords  a lesson  that  cannot  be  overlooked.  To  guard  against  such  an  occiirrence 
happening  again,  the  right  of  granting  leave  to  inmates  to  go  outside  of  the  enclosure, 
without  being  in  charge  of  a keeper,  must  in  future  be  confined  to  the  Warden,  or  in  his 
absence  to  the  Deputy-Warden. 

The  health  of  the  Institution  has  been  unusually  good — indeed  it  would  appear  from 
the  Surgeon’s  register  that  hardly  a case  of  sickness  has  occurred  since  my  last  visit. 

A lad,  who  was  found  in  the  Gaol  at  Peterboro’,  having  been  committed  for  an 
attempt  at  arson,  was,  on  examination  found  to  be  deranged  in  mind  and  possessed  of  a 
mania  to  fire  pro}>erty.  It  was  thought  that  the  discipline  of  this  Institution  would  im- 
prove him,  and  perhaps  fit  him  to  be  placed  at  liberty  in  a short  time.  His  transfer 
from  the  Peterboro’  Gaol  to  the  Reformatory  was  therefore  recommended  and  took  place. 
As  he  had  been  in  the  Reformatory  for  nearly  three  years  without  the  slightest  im- 
provement, either  mental  or  moral,  having^exhibited  itself ; and  as  imbecility  of  mind, 
if  not  idiotcy,  was  apparent,  his  detention  in  the  Reformatory  for  a longer  period  would 
have  been  cletrimental  to  the  discipline  of  the  Institution.  His  removal  to  the  Idiot 
Asylum  was  recommended  and  took  place. 

The  accounts  of  the  Institution  were  audited  from  the  1st  July,  1871  to  the  30th 
June  last,  and  having  compared  the  entries  in  the  several  books  with  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  produced  by  the  Book-keeper,  the  whole  were  found  correct. 

The  Accounts  for  the  year  are  herewith  appended,  shewing  the  Expenditure  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  30th  September,  to  have  been  $22,494,  14.  The  cash  receipts  from 
the  labour  of  the  inmates  for  the  same  period  was  $2,564  87,  so  that  the  cost  to  the 
Province  of  maintaining  the  Reformatory  for  the  year,  was  $19,929  27-  I herewith 
transmit  estimate  of  Expenditure  for  the  year  1873,  amounting  to  $21,792. 
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The  Province  cf  Ontario  in  account  with  the  Provincial  Reform  a tory,  from  1st  Octolier,  1871,  to  8()th  Se]'»tember,  1872,  incluslveJ 
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Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  the  Provincial  Reformatory  for  the  Year  1873: 


! 

jSalaries:  Warden $1,600  00 

2 Chaplains,  at  $800.... $1,600  00 

Deputy  Warden,  Clerk  and  Storekeeper 850  00 

Surgeon , 400  00 

Steward 400  00 


5 Keepers,  who  combine  duties  of  trade  instructors,  at 


$400 2,000  00 

4 Ordinary  Keepers,  at  $360 1,440  00 

Farmer 400  00 

Stable  Keeper 260  00 

Gardener 260  00 

Gatekeeper 260  00 

2 Night  Guards,  at  $260 520  00 

Temporary  Assistance 200  00 


Rations ?.... 5,000  00 

Clothing,  $2,800,  and  Bedding,  $500  3,300  00 

Farm,  Farm  Stock,  and  Stables 600  00 

Hospital 150  00 

Chapels  and  School  House 200  00 

Soap,  Cleaning  and  Light 250  00 

Furniture,  Tools  and  Shop  Fixtures  750  00 

Ordinary  Repairs 500  00 

Convicts’ Travelling  Allowance,  44  at  $8 352  00 

Officers’ Travelling  Expenses 100  00 

Postage,  Stationery,  and  Incidentals 400  00 


10,19000 


11,602  00 


$21,792  00 
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COUNTY  ■ GAOLS. 


The  tables  of  statistics  attached  to  this  Report  shew  that  6,958  prisoners  passed 
through  the  thirty-seven  common  gaols  of  the  Province  for  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, of  whom  5,287  were  males,  and  1,671  females.  These  figures  indicate  an  in- 
crease of  343  prisoners,  or  a little  above  five  per  cent  over  the  commitments  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

An  examination  of  the  gaol  statistics  for  the  past  three  years,  shews  that  the  increase 
in  commitments  to  our  gaols  has  been  singularly  uniform  and  steady,  as  follows  : — 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Number  of  Commitments  for  1869-70  4,534  1,845  6,379 

“ “ for  1870-71  4,915  1,70C  6,615 

for  1871-72  5,287  1,671  6,958  ; 

It  would  appear,  however,  from  these  figures,  that  this  increase  has  been  confined  to 
males,  and  that  the  number  of  females  committed  to  prkon  has  slightly  decreased  every  i 
year  during  the  period  named.  The  gaols  at  Toronto,  Hamilton  and  Kingston  have  been  i 
the  chief  contributors  this  year  to  the  excess  in  commitments  ; those  in  the  rural  districts  ^ 
generally  shew  a decrease.  From  my  observations  at  statutory  visits,  I am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  we  are  receiving  more  of  the  criminal  population  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, than  we  could  wish  for,  although  perhaps  not  a greater  proportion  than  the  flow  of  i 
emigration  would  lead  us  to  expect.  I 

Perhaps  the  worst  feature  brought  to  light  by  these  criminal  statistics  is  the  great  I 
increase  in  the  number  of  re-committals,  this  year  numbering  2,354,  or  very  nearly  one-  ‘ 
third  of  the  gross  commitments.  Of  this  number  988  were  committed  twice,  448Three  i| 
times,  and  918  were  sent  to  gaol  from  four  up  to  six  times  during  the  year.  To  state  , 
this  fact  is  simply  to  reiterate  the  conviction  long  ago  arrived  at,  that  our  common  gaols  ■ 
are  utterly  inadequate  either  to  punish  or  reform  habitual  offenders  against  the  laws,  but  : 
rather,  tend  to  the  spread  of  crime  and  the  development  of  criminals. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  is  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  juvenile  offen- 
ders of  both  sexes,  the  commitments  this  year  stand  at  337  against  387  of  that  class  j 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  nationalities  of  prisoners  are  given  in  the  following  summary  : — 


Porn  in  Canada 2,563 

“ England 1,188 

“ Ireland 2,138 

“ Scotland 504 

‘‘  United  States 396 

“ Other  Countries 169" 


6,958 

The  religious  persuasions  are  returned  as  follows  : — 

Roman  Catholics 2,542 

Church  of  England 2,413 

Methodist 870 

Presbyterian 789 

Other  denominations - 344 


6,958 
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That  the  social  state  of  the  subject  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  morals  of  a 
community  is  very  conclusively  shewn  from  the  fact  that  of  the  6,958  prisoners  com- 
mitted, only  2,405,  or  34*58  per  cent  were  married,  while  4,553,  or  65*42  per  cent  were 
unmarried. 

That  one  fourth  of  the  prisoners  committed  during  the  year  could  neither  read  nor 
write,  and  that  three-fifths  were,  by  their  own  acknowledgment,  intemperate  in  their  habits, 
prove  beyond  a doubt  that  in  this  as  in  other  countries  ignorance  and  drunkenness  go 
hand  in  hand  with  vice  and  crime. 

While  commitment  to  a common  gaol  is  a fearful  penalty  for  occasional  or  accidental 
drunkenness  involving  as  it  does  loss  of  character  and  deep  degradation  ; to  the  habitual 
drunkard,  confinement  in  a gaol  for  a short  period  is  as  wholly  inadequate  for  punishment, 
as  it  is  insufficient  for  reformation. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  in  the  thirty-seven  common  gaols,  on  the 
night  of  the  30th  September,  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Table  showing  the  total  number  of  Prisoners  in  the  several  Gaols  of  the  Province  on  the 

evening  of  the  30th  September,  1872. 


NAME  OF  GAOL. 

1 

Number  and  Classification  op 
Prisoners. 

Men. 

Women. 

1 

Youths 

under 

16. 

Total. 

Brantford 

8 

9 

2 

19 

Bfl.rrie  

10 

5 

2 

17 

Berlin  

3 

3 

Brampton 

8 

8 

Brockville 

12 

4 

1 

' 17 

Belleville  

5 

3 

8 

...  

3 

3 

Cornwall  

4 

1 

5 

Cobourg  

8 

9 

17 

Chatham  

8 

1 

9 

Goderich  

3 

3 

6 

Guelph  

14 

2 

2 

18 

Hamilton 

53 

35 

3 

91 

Kingston  

18 

10 

28 

London  

21 

10 

31 

Lindsay 

9 

1 

10 

L’Orignal 

1 

Milton  . 

4 

i 

4 

Napa, nee  . ...  

4 

1 

5 

Ottawa  

16 

8 

1 

25 

Owen  Sound  

8 

3 

11 

Perth....  ...  

4 

1 

5 

Pioton  . . 

1 

1 

1 2 

Pembroke  ...  

10 

10 

Peterboro’ 

9 

8 

17 

Simeoe  

5 

1 

6 

St.  Catharines 

16 

2 

4 

22 

Sa.mia 

7 

1 

8 

Stratford  

1 

3 

4 

Sa.ndwieh  

1 17 

2 

19 

St.  Thomas  

i 5 

5 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

1 ^ 

Toronto 

49 

53 

6 

108 

W^alkerton 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Woodstock 

4 

1 

5 

Welland  •. 

7 

1 

1 

9 

Whitby  

4 

5 

9 

j 361 

181 

' 30 

572 

From  the  above  table  it  would  appear  that  there  were  572  prisoners  in  custody  at  the 
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close  of  the  official  year  (30th  Sept.)  The  nature  of  the  imprisonment  of  these  572  per- 


sons was  as  follow'S  ; — 

Waiting  trial 82 

Default  of  bail  or  want  of  sureties  to  keep  the  peace  28 

Insane,  idiotic,  or  imbecile  persons 46 

Under  sentence 416 


" ' 'The  number  of  prisoners  waiting  trial  in  Gaols  lias  been  very  much  reduced  in  con- 
sequence of  the  operations  of  the  Interim  Sessions  Courts,  through  which  prisoners,  who 
thus  elect,  may  at  once  be  tried  before  the  County  Judge,  without  a Jury.  During  the 
past  year  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  prisoners  elected  to  be  tried  in  this  manner,  wdiose 


cases  were  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

Acquitted  159 

Pound  guilty  and  sentenced  to  gaol  364 

“ “ to  the  Penitentiary  62 

‘‘  “ to  the  Reformatory 40 
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It  would  appear  from  these  figures  that  a little  over  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  num 
her  of  prisoners  who  were  tried  at  the  Interim  Sessions  Courts,  were  acquitted  of  the 
offences  for  which  they  were  committed  to  prison,  and  during  the  previous  year  over 
twenty-nine  per  cent  of  the  persons  tried  by  the  same  Courts  were  acquitted  of  the  crimes 
for  which  they  were  arraigned. 

I am  not  aware  what  proportion  of  prisoners  charged  with  crime  are  acquitted  when 
tried  by  juries,  but  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  really  innocent  persons  charged  with  offences 
coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Interim  Sessions  Courts,  prefer  their  prompt  and 
speedy  procedure  in  preference  to  long  confinement  in  gaol,  and  trial  by  jury.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  note  that  of  the  48  juvenile  offenders  sent  to  the  Reformatory  of  Penetanguishene, 
no  less  than  forty  were  sentenced  from  the  Interim  Sessions  Courts. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  sentenced  prisoners  as  distinguished  from 
those  who  were  committed  for  trial,  or  were  merely  detained  in  Gaol  for  various 
causes : — 

Table  showing  the  total  number  of  Prisoners  that  were  sentenced  to  the  Reformatory 

Penitentiary  or  Gaols  of  the  Province,  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1872. 


1 

XAME  OF  GAOL. 

Number  and  Classifica" 
TioN  OP  Prisoners 
Sentenced. 

1 Men. 

Women. 

1 

Total. 

Penitentia’y. 

Reformatory 

IGaol. 

Brantford 

1 

135 

75 

210 

1 

1 

208 

Barrie 

111 

13 

124 

124 

Berlin 

13 

10 

23 

7 

1 

15 

Brampton ...  

44 

2 

46 

46 

Brockviile 

77 

14 

91 

4 

3 

84 

Belleville  

^76 

27 

103 

4 

3 

96 

Cayuga  .1 

1 29 

2 

31 

1 

30 

Com  wail 

20  1 

i 5 

25 

2 

23 

Cobourc'  .... 

• 14  : 

! 3 

17 

6 

11 

Chatham  . 

84 

9 

93 

5 

88 

Groderich 

20 

1 

21 

1 

20 

Guelph  

53 

7 

60 

4 

56 

Hamilton  

525 

292 

817 

3 

3 

811 

Kingston 

173 

119 

292 

5 

3 

284 

London .* 

145 

61 

1 206 

2 • 

5 

199 

liindsav 

39 

5 

1 44 

4 

. 40 
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NAME  OF  GAOI.. 

Number  and  Classifica- 
tion OP  Prisoners 
Sentenced. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Penitentia’y. 

Reformatory 

Gaol. 

L’Orignal  

7 

7 

2 

5 

Milton 

11 

11 

2 

9 

Napanee  

27 

7 

34 

2 

1 

31 

Ottawa 

224 

75 

■ 299 

4 

3 

292 

Ow'en  Sound 

36 

5 

41 

1 

40 

Perth  

20 

20 

1 

19 

Picton  

10 

2 

12 

2 

10 

Pembroke 

51 

2 

53 

53 

Peterboro’ 

! 61 

21 

82 

2 

80 

Simcoe 

42 

6 

48 

5 

2 

41 

St.  Catharines 

82 

26 

108 

3 

3 

102 

Sarnia 

68 

4 

72 

4 

5 

63 

Stratford 

31 

3 

34 

34 

Sandwich  

111 

44 

155 

4 

151 

St.  Thomas  i 

15 

15  1 

4 

2 

9 

Sault  Ste.  Marie | 

11 

11 

19 

Toronto 

854 

371 

1225  1 

14 

4 

1199 

Walkerton  

10 

2 

12  1 

12 

Woodstock 

33 

3 i 

i 36  1 

4 

1 

31 

Welland 

96 

7 i 

103  1 

1 

3 

99 

Whitby 

41 

21  1 

62 

1 

6 

55 

3390 

1244 

4643 

1 

103 

51 

4489 

As  G958  persons  were  committed  to  tlie  Gaols  during  the  year,  it  would  api^ear  from 
an  examination  of  the  ahove  table  that  2315  of  the  number  cannot  properly  be  classed  as 
criminals  or  e^'en  offendei-s  against  the  laws.  Of  this  number  the  largest  proportion  were 
acquitted  of  the  charges  preferred  against  them  when  brought  to  trial,  while  about  500 
were  committed  as  insane,  debtors,  or  for  want  of  sureties,  &c.,  &c. 

Of  the  4643  prisoners  who  were  sentenced,  103  were  sent  to  the  Penitentiary,  51  to 
the  Peformatory,  and  4489  to  the  Common  Gaol. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  prisoners  maintained  in  Gaols  by  munici- 
palities, and  by  Government,  and  the  number  of  days  custody  of  each  class. 


NAME  OF  GAOL. 

Total  No.  of 
Prisoners 
committed. 

No.  whose 
maintenance 
was  defray’d 
by  the 
Province. 

No.  whose 
maintenance 
was  paid  by 
Municipali- 
ties. 

Total  No.  of 
days  custody 
of  Govern- 
ment Prison- 
ers for  the 
year. 

Total  No.  of 
days  custody 
of  Municipal 
Prisoners  for 
the  year. 

Brantford  

. 351 

107 

244 

2,585 

4,694 

Barrie  

122 

40 

82 

1,351 

2,719 

Berlin 

52 

35 

17 

803 

309 

Brampton  

46 

13 

33  1 

1,068 

713 

Brockville  

152 

65 

87  1 

i 2,220 

2,093 

Belleville  

103 

42 

61 

1,138 

2,243 

Cayuga  

40 

13 

27 

364 

538 

Cornwall 

29 

20 

9 

432 

350 

Cobourg 

182 

50 

132 

1,572 

4,345 

Chatham 

99 

36 

63 

1,878 

1,554 

Goderich... 

67 

20 

47 

851 

1,109 

Guelph  

1.33 

32 

101 

2,154 

1,514 

Hamilton 

981  1 

127 

854 

4,279 

19,054 

Kingston  ..  

339  1 

77 

262 

2,531 

8,037 

London  

350  ; 

193 

157 

6,602 

5,370 

Lindsay  

59  i 

16 

43 

572 

1,167 

L’Orignal 

11 

4 

7 

86  j 

87 

Milton 

50 

31 

19 

733 

354 

Napanee 

67 

3-c 

33  1 

786 

1,674 

Ottawa  

400 

32 

368  1 

2,402 

5,353 

Owen  Sound 

92  1 

21 

71 

1,066 

3,284 

Perth  

41  1 

11 

30 

440 

1.667 
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NAME  OF  GAOL. 

Total  No.  of 
Prisoners 
committed. 

1 No. , whose 
[maintenance 
was  defray’d 
by  the 
Province. 

No.  whose 
maintenance 
was  paid  by 
Municipali- 
ties. 

1 

Total  No.  of 
days  custody 
of  Govern- 
ment Prison- 
ers for  the 
year. 

Total  No.  of 
days  custody 
of  Municipal 
Prisoners  for 
the  year. 

Picton 

35 

10 

25 

1 28 

160 

Pembroke  

53 

9 

44 

389 

1,320 

Peterboro’  

82 

32 

50 

1,569 

2,158 

Simcoe 

85 

39 

46 

1,073 

439 

St.  Catharines  ' 

129 

56 

73 

2,880 

4,473 

Sarnia 

167 

42 

125 

1,764 

1,338 

Stratford  

57 

21 

36 

2,147 

1,975 

Sandwich 

196 

45 

151 

2,954 

5,084 

St.  Thomas  

45 

37 

8 

1,034 

296 

Sji.nlt  Stfi.  Marie  

12 

12 

183 

Toronto  

1,984 

154 

1,830 

9,406 

37,261 

Walkerton 

26 

10 

16 

1,276 

1,170 

Woodstock 

78 

33 

45 

1,448 

2,017 

Welland 

103 

30 

73 

1,295 

1,429 

Whitby 

140 

37 

103 

1,586 

957 

6,958 

1,586 

5,372 

64,945 

128,305 

An  examination  of  this  table  shews  that  the  entire  collective  stay  of  all  the  prisoners 
committed  to  the  thirty-seven  Gaols  during  the  past  year  was  193,250  days,  or  an  average 
of  27f  days  gaol  custody  for  each  prisoner. 

The  number  of  criminal  prisoners  supported  by  the  Government,  was  1586,  who  col- 
lectively remained  in  Gaol  64,945  days,  or  an  average  Gaol  confinement  of  forty-one  days 
per  prisoner.  The  prisoners  maintained  by  municipalities  numbered  5,372  with  a col- 
lective Gaol  residence  of  128,305  days,  or  a little  under  t’wenty-four  days  for  each  prisoner. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  employees  in  each  Gaol  and  the  salaries  paid 
to  each,  as  well  as  the  entire  cost  of  the  same.  It  also  gives  the  entire  cost  of  maintaining 
each  Gaol,  exclusive  of  salaries  and  wages,  and  the  rate  per  prisoner  that  each  of  the  ser- 
vices named  costs,  and  the  cost  per  prisoner  for  the  entire  maintenance  of  each  Gaol. 


GAOL  EXPENDITURES. 
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From  an  examination  of  this  table  it  would  appear  that  the  expenditure  for  officials’ 
s;\Laries  and  Wiiges  is  nearly  equal  to  all  the  other  expenditures  of  the  Gaols  ; the  average 
of  the  former  being  equal  to  $7 ’60  per  prisoner,  and  the  latter  to  $7‘80. 

Escapes. 


During  the  past  year  sixteen  prisoners  escaped  from  Gaols,  some  of  whom  have  since 
been  recaptured,  but  the  largest  proportion  are  still  at  large.  Into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  all  these  escapes  I held  investigations,  under  the  terms  of  a Commission 
issued  to  me  by  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  evidence  elicited  at  these 
examinations  showed  that  ten  of  the  escapes  were  attributable  to  neglect  of  duty  and 
gross  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  Gaol  officials,  in  consequence  of  which  two  keepers 
of  Gaols  and  seven  turnkeys  were,  by  the  instructions  of  the  Honourable  the  Attorney- 
General,  dismissed  from  the  service  ; in  addition  to  whom  several  turnkeys  were  dis- 
charged by  sheriffs  without  the  instructions  of  Government.  In  addition  to  the  escapes 
arising  out  of  neglect  of  duty  and  carelessness  on  the  part  of  officials,  threti  escapes  were 
traced  to  the  practice  of  taking  prisoners  beyond  the  Gaol  precincts.  For  this  violation 
of  the  law,  .one  gaoler,  after  repeated  warnings,  was  dismissed  by  order  of  the  Attorney- 
General.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  prompt  action  of  the  Government  in  this  respect  will 
have  a good  effect^  and  that  greater  care  and  more  active  supervision  will  be  taken,  both 
in  respect  to  prisoners  and  prison  matters  for  the  future.  Only  three  escapes,  as  far  as  1 
could  discover,  were  attributable  to  faulty  and  defective  Gaol  construction. 

Gaol  Construction  and  Repairs. 


Since  I entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  office,  nearly  ffve  years  ago, 
the  following  Gaols  have  been  condemned,  either  as  having  been  insecure,  dilapidated, 
imperfectly  lighted  ventilated  and  drained,  or  in  consequence  of  their  not  possessing 
sufficient  space  for  a proper  classification  and  separation  of  the  prisoners,  viz.  : — 

Sandwich  Gaol,  County  of  Essex. 

Hamilton  “ “ Wentworth. 

Cornwall  ‘‘  United  Couiitfbs  of  Stormont,  Dundas  and  Glengarry.. 

St.  Thomas  “ County  of  Elgin. 

Welland  “ “ Welland. 

Stratford  “ “ Perth. 

Brockville  “ United  Counties  of  Leeds  and  Grenville. 

Guelph  ‘‘  County  of  Wellington. 

Lindsay  “ “ Victoria. 

London  “ “ Middlesex. 

Milton  “ “ Halton. 


Two  of  the  Gaols  named  in  the  foregoing  list  have  been,  oi-  are  now  being  replaced 
with  new  structures  : two  have  been  reconstructed,  so  as  to  render  them  in,  all  respects  as 
good  as  new ; another  is  now  undergoing  the  last  named  process ; and  four  have  been 
altered  and  added  to,  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Statute.  The  Counties  of 
Middlesex  and  Halton  alone  refuse  to  proceed  with  the  necessary  alterations  and  additions 
to  their  buildings,  in  consequence  of  which  the  London  Gaol  still  remains  the  old  di- 
lapidated bug-ridden  prison  of  the  last  century,  at  once  a blot  upon  the  prisons  of  the 
Province  and  a disgrace  to  the  wealthy  County  of  Middlesex.  And  the  enlightened 
County  Council  of  Halton  still  looks  upon  the  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  in  a Gaol 
as  being  a superfluous  and  uncalled  for  modern  innovation. 

During  the  past  year  a good  deal  has  been  done  to  improve  the  character  of  Gaol 
structures  in  the  Province. 

Last  year  I reported  that  the  County  Council  of  Wentworth  had  purchased  a lot,  de- 
cided upon  plans,  and  asked  for  tenders  for  the  erection  of  a new  Gaol  in  Hamilton. 
Since  then  the  contract  has  been  awarded,  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  erection  of  the  building.  The  plans  provide  for  a substantial  and  commodious 
stone  structure,  comprising  a front  building  of  three  stories  for  the  prison  offices  and 
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officers’  quarters,  with  the  Gaol  kitchen  and  stores  in  the  basement.  Extending  from  the 
rear  of  this  front  building  is  the  Gaol  proper ; also  three  stories,  in  which  there  are  six 
separate  and  distinct  corridors  for  a proper  separation  of  the  prisoners,  with  sixty-five 
cells  in  all.  The  specifications  provide  for  the  introduction  of  the  most  approved  heating 
and  ventilating  appliances  and  arrangements  throughout  the  entire  building.  Provision 
is  also  made  for  hospitals  for  each  sex,  and  three  airing  and  working  yards,  surrounded 
by  substantial  stone  walls  of  the  regulation  height.  If  the  specifications  are  strictly 
adhered  to,  this  Gaol,  when  completed,  will  be  the  model  prison  of  the  Province. 

The  work  of  re  constructing  the  north  wing  of  the  Welland  Gaol,  referred  to  in  my 
last  report,  has  after  many  delays,  been  at  last  completed,  and  the  Sheriff  was,  at  my 
last  inspection,  directed  to  remove  all  the  prisoners  into  it. 

The  internal  re-construction  of  the  Lindsay  Gaol,  which  was  commenced  last  year^ 
has  also  been  completed,  through  which  the  prison  is  now  rendered  quite  secure. 

The  County  Council  of  Elgin  has  at  last  commenced  the  improvements  agreed  upon 
between  the  special  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  and  myself,  viz.,  the  entire  re- 
construction of  the  interior  cell  work,  the  enlargement  of  the  windows,  and  the  erection 
of  a wall  to  surround  the  yards.  The  last  named  work  is  now  completed,  and  negotiations 
are  now  going  on  with  the  County  of  Middlesex  authorities  for  the  occupation  of  cells  in 
the  London  Gaol,  so  as  to  enable  the  cell  work  to  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 

In  addition  to  the  improvements  above  detailed,  many  others,  if  not  so  expensive  at 
least  quite  as  important,  have  been  completed  in  various  Gaols  of  the  Province. 

The  following  tables  comprise  the  usual  annual  statistical  returns,  and  the  trades  and 
occupations  of  the  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  offences  for  which  they  were  committed  tO' 
Gaol  : — 
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NAME  of  gaol. 

Brantford 

Barrie 

Bex’lin 

Brampton 

Brockville 

Belleville 

Cayuga 

Cornwall | 

Cobourg 

Chatham 

Goderich  

Guelph 

Hamilton  

Kingston 

London  

Lindsay 

L’Orignal  

Milton  

Napanee 

Ottawa  

Owen  Sound 

Perth  

Picton 

Pembri'ke 

Peterborough 

Simcoe  

St.  Catharines 

Sarnia 

Stiatford 

Sandwich  

St.  Thomas  

Sault  Ste.  Marie... 

Toronto 

Walkerton 

Woodstock  

Welland 

Whitby 

Occupation  and  Calling  of  Prisoners  Sentenced  to  the  several  Gaols  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  year  ending  30th  Sept.,  1872. 
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SEPARATE  IJ^SPECTION  REPORTS 


ON  THE 

STATE  AND  MANAGEMENT 

OF 

THE  COMMON  GAOLS. 


Brantford  Gaol. 

County  of  Brant. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  6 th  of  March  and  6th  of  August.  , 
On  the  former  occasion  there  were  26  prisoners  in  confineinent,  of  whom  19  were  men, 
and  7 women.  Of  this  number  no  less  than  12  had  been  committed  under  the  Vagrancy  : 
Act — three  of  this  class  had  been  sent  to  Gaol  upon  their  own  application,  being  without  a : 
home  or  means  of  support.  Some  of  the  men  w^ere  strong  and  healthy,  and  quite  able  to 
do  a day’s  wmrk.  The  necessity  of  committing  such  persons  to  the  Common  Gaol  strongly 
suggests  the  propriety  of  founding  a Poor-house,  or  a Poor  house  and  a House  of  Indus-  | 
try  combined.  Certainly  the  Gaol  is  no  place  for  persons  entirely  free  from  crime  or  even  ; 
criminal  intent.  ^ 

The  Gaol  was  found  in  a most  creditable  state  of  order  and  cleanliness,  with  the  pri-  j 
sou  regulations  very  generally  acted  upon. 

Many  improvements  have  taken  place  in  connection  with  this  Gaol  during  the  past  I 
year.  The  barns  and  sheds  have  at  last  been  removed  from  the  working  yard,  and  the  i 
house  for  the  gaoler  has  been  enlarged  and  improved.  In  order  to  render  the  yards  more  i 
secure,  I recommended  that  the  walls  be  increased  in  height.  I 

At  my  visit  to  the  Gaol  on  the  6th  of  ifugust,  the  number  of  prisoners  had  increased  | 
to  28,  of  w’hom  16  were  Indiajis.  No  less  than  5 of  the  last-named  were  waiting  trial  for  ; 
murder,  the  remaining  11  were  committed  for  vagrancy,  drunkenness,  and  disorderly  j 
conduct.  The  practice  of  having  the  Gaol  washing  done  outside  the  prison,  and  paying  : 
for  the  same,  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued — that  service  in  future  is  to  be  done  by  the 
prisoners.  However  desirable  it  may  be  to  have  female  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  la-  J 
hour,  kept  constantly  employed,  the  propriety  of  using  such  prisoners  to  do  the  domestic.  ' 
work  of  the  gaoler  and  turnkey,  without  the  County  or  Government  receiving  remuneration  1 
for  the  same,  is  very  questionable.  ! 

During  the  past  year  351  prisoners  passed  through  this  Gaol,  being  an  advance  of  \ 
nearly  20  per  cent  on  last  year’s  commitments.  Of  these  351  prisoners,  55  had  been  com-  i 
mitted  twice  during  the  year,  29  were  committed  three  times,  and  100  were  committed  | 
from  four  to  six  times.  1 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $3,569  64,  and  the  daily  | 
cost  of  prisoners’  rations  was  14^2  cents.  | 

Barrie  Gaol. 

County  of  Simcoe. 

This  Gaol  was  visited  on  the  15th  July,  when  there  were  14  prisoners  in  custody? 
viz.,  8 men  and  6 women.  Two  of  the  former  were,  upon  examination,  found  to  be  in- 
sane, and  were  at  once  removed  to  an  asylum. 
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Of  the  five  idiotic  and  imbecile  persons  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  two  were 
found  to  be  proper  subjects  for  the  Idiot  Asylum  at  London,  to  which  institution  they 
were  immediately  removed  ; the  remaining  three  of  this  class,  although  weak-minded, 
could  be  sufficiently  well  cared  for  in  a Poor-house,  to  which  place  I recommend  their 
removal. 

The  several  corridors  and  cells  of  the  prison  were  found  in  a very  clean  and  orderly 
state.  The  work  of  enlarging  the  prison  kitchen,  so  frequently  recommended  had  just 
commenced  at  my  visit.  The  attention  of  the  County  Engineer  was  drawn  to  the  neces- 
sity of  having  proper  drains  from  the  Gaol  and  yards. 

At  an  examination  made  last  year,  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  escape 
of  a prisoner  from  this  Gaol,  it  was  proven  that  that  escape  was  attributable  to  the  practice 
of  taking  prisoners  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  gaol,  to  perform  work  for  the  gaoler.  To 
guard  against  such  an  occurrence  again  happening  the  Gaol  officials  were  notified  to  dis- 
continue the  practice.  Notwithstanding  this  direct  order  and  precautionary  instruction, 

I found,  on  visiting  the  Gaol  on  the  15th  of  July,  that  it  was  still  continued,  and  that,  at 
the  time  of  my  visit,  two  prisoners  were  at  work  for  the  gaoler,  at  a considerable  distance 
from  the  Gaol.  One  of  these  prisoners  had  been  sentenced  to  21  months  for  an  indecent 
assault,  and  the  other  had  been  committed  as  a lunatic,  but  had  not  then  been  certified 
as  such  by  the  examining  authorities.  On  these  facts  being  represented  to  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Sheritf  was  instructed  to  dismiss  the  gaoler. 

The  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year,  was  considera- 
bly less  than  for  the  previous  twelve  months,  viz.,  122  against  168.  The  Gaol  expendi- 
ture for  the  year  amounted  to  $3882T9,  and  the  daily  cost  of  rations  per  prisoner  was  13 
cents.  The  cost  of  maintaining  this  Gaol  is  so  much  in  excess  of  other  Gaol  expenditures, 
even  where  a greater  number  of  prisoners  had  been  committed,  that  the  matter  requires  a 
searching  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  County  authorities.  The  County  Council  still 
continues  the  objectionable  system  of  paying  the  gaoler  a certain  sum  per  annum  out  of 
which  that  official  has  to  pay  his  turnkey  and  matron. 

Berlin  Gaol. 

County  of  Waterloo. 

Inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  27th  August,  on  which  occasion  every  part  of  it 
was  found  in  the  best  possible  order,  and  a model  of  cleanliness  throughout.  The  yards 
were  also  well  kept  and  very  tidy  in  appearance.  Only  two  prisoners  were  in  confinement 
at  the  time  of  my  visit ; one,  a lad  under  seven  years  of  age,  for  stealing  a watch,  the 
other  a man  waiting  trial  for  a felonious  assault. 

Fifty-two  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year,  over  half  of 
whom  were  recommittals.  Gaol  expenditures  $1759*50 — daily  cost  of  prisoners’  rations 

II  cents. 

Brampton  Gaol. 

Cmmty  of  Peel. 

At  my  inspection  of  this  Gaol  on  the  18th  of  March,  every  corridor,  room  and  cell  in 
the  building  was  found  in  the  best  order,  and  thoroughly  clean  throughout. 

The  several  yards  were  examined,  and  found  to  be  tidy  and  w*ell  kept. 

Only  two  prisoners  w^ere  in  confinement,  one  of  whom  has  been  in  Gaol  for  the  past 
three  years,  as  being  incapable  of  taking  care  of  himself,  the  other  was  under  sentence  for 
forgery. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  directed  to  the  scarcity  of  water  for  Gaol  purposes 
and  it  was  reminded  that  cleanliness,  throughout  the  prison,  could  not  be  expected 
without  a sufficient  supply. 

A prisoner  escaped  from  this  Gaol  on  the  1 9th  of  August,  while  engaged  in  cleaning 
a well  in  the  grounds  outside  the  prison.  The  attention  of  the  authorities  had  frequently 
been  called  to  the  danger  attending  the  practice  of  taking  criminal  prisoners  beyond  the 
gaol  precincts,  even  if  to  do  work  for  the  County.  Through  neglect  of  this  precautionary 
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instruction  the  prisoner  before  referred  to  made  bis  escape,  and  although  re-captured,  the 
Sheriff  was  warned  by  the  Provincial  Secretary  that,  should  another  breach  by  the  gaoler 
of  the  prison  regulations  occur,  similar  to  that  which  led  to  the  escape,  he  would  be  ad- 
vised to  order  the  dismissal  of  the  gaoler. 

During  the  past  year  46  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol,  of  which  number 
only  two  were  females. 

The  Gaol  expenditures  for  the  year  amounted  to  $2099 ‘44.  The  cost  of  prisoners' 
rations  was  13  cents  per  day, 

Brockville  Gaol. 

United  Counties  of  Leeds  and  Grenmlle. 

Two  statutory  inspections  were  made  of  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year. 

At  my  first  visit  to  it,  on  the  14th  of  June,  alterations  and  additions  to  the  building 
were  in  progress,  in  consequence  of  which  neither  order  nor  cleanliness  prevailed. 

The  new  wing  for  day-rooms,  which  had  just  been  completed,  was  thoroughly  exam- 
ined, and  was  found,  both  in  respect  to  material  and  workmanship,  to  be  substantial  and 
safe  for  the  custody  of  prisoners.  The  enlargement  of  the  prison  windows  had  also  been 
completed.  The  iron-work  of  which  was,  in  all  respects,  solid  and  secure. 

The  alterations  and  additions  thus  made  to  this  Gaol  very  much  improve  its  sanitary 
condition,  while  the  provision  of  three  new  day -rooms  affords  a means  of  classifying  the 
prisoners  which  could  not  be  had  before.  Before  finally  accepting  the  prison  in  its  re- 
constructed state,  the  Building  Committee  of  the  County  Council  were  required  to  remove 
the  padlocks  then  in  use  throughout  the  prison,  and  substitute  locks  of  a pattern  pointed 
out.  The  introduction  of  dry  earth-closets  into  the  day-rooms  was  also  recommended,  ai 
well  as  the  placing  of  screens  in  the  female  day-room  to  prevent  communication  with  the 
outside. 

Of  the  10  prisoners  in  custody  at  my  visit  eight  were  men  and  two  women. 
Three  of  the  former  being  helpless  bed-ridden  paupers,  whose  care  in  a Common  Gaol  was 
attended  witYv  great  trouble.  A female  committed  aS  insane  was  evidently  of  a class 
that  would  derive  little  if  any  mental  benefit  from  asylum  treatment,  in  consequence  of 
which  her  transfer  was  not  recommended. 

Examination  was  made  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  escape  of  a pri- 
soner from  the  Gaol,  on  the  23rd  December,  when  it  was  found  that,  owing  to  care- 
lessness on  the  part  of  the  turnkey  in  not  locking  the  prisoner  up,  he  succeded  in  con- 
cealing himself  in  the  yard  until  night,  when  he  effected  his  escape  by  the  means  of  planks 
then  being  used  by  the  contractor  in  repairs  to  the  Gaol.  Although  the  turnkey  wasdischarged 
for  neglect  of  duty,  the  gaoler  was  directed  to  make  a personal  examination  of  all  parts  of 
the  building  and  yards  before  locking  up  the  prisoners  for  the  night,  and  that  he  would  be 
held  responsible  for  the  performance  of  this  duty  in  future. 

At  my  inspection,  on  the  4th  September  there  were  12  prisoners  in  custody — nine  men 
and  three  women.  One  of  the  number  was  an  insane  person,  who,  although  he  had  been 
committed  to  the  Gaol  a month  before,  had  not  then  undergone  the  statutory  examination. 
This  neglect  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  proper  locks  on  the  cell  doors  two  prisoners,  joint  confede- 
rates in  the  commission  of  a most  serious  ciime,  were  found  in  the  same  cell,  a state  oi 
things  which  might  seriously  interfere  with,  if  not  entirely  defeat  the  ends  of  justice. 

On  this  occasion  the  Gaol  was  found  in  a very  untidy  condition,  with  bedding  lying 
on  the  floors  and  benches.  The  new  day-rooms  were  also  being  used  as  dormitories.  Tho 
Gaol  Committee  was  again  requested  to  complete  the  work  suggested  in  previous  minutes. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  two  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  G;:.ol  during  the  year 
ending  30th  September.  The  entire  Gaol  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  $2,289  75, 
and  the  daily  cost  of  the  prisoners’  rations,  11 J cents. 

Belleville  Gaol. 

County  of  Hastings. 

I visited  this  Gaol  on  the  24th  of  January  and  3rd  of  July.  On  the  first  occasion 
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there  were  six  men  and  eight  women  in  custody,  no  less  than  seven  of  whom  had  been 
committed  as  vagrants. 

A woman  committed  to  the  Gaol  as  a lunatic,  was  recommended  for  transfer  to 
Rock  wood  Asylum. 

The  several  corridors  and  cells  were  found  in  good  order,  with  cleanliness  and  neat- 
ness prevailing  throughout  the  Gaol.  A store  room  for  prisoners’  clothing  was  recom- 
mended. 

At  my  second  visit  there  were  9 prisoners  in  custody — 5 men  and  4 women.  Two 
of  the  latter,  who  had  been  in  confinement  for  over  a year,  were,  both  from  their  ap- 
pearance and  manner,  quite  idiotic.  Although  both  of  them  had  been  certified  to  be  insane, 
it  was  very  evident  that  they  would  not  derive  mental  benefit  from  Asylum  treatment, 
consequently  their  transfer  to  an  institution  of  that  kind  had  not  previously  been  recom- 
mended. They  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the  Idiot  Asylum  at  London. 

A prisoner  had  been  sentenced,  for  an  indecent  assault,  to  six  months’  confinement 
in  Gaol  and  twenty  lashes.  The  latter  part  of  the  sentence  had  not  been  carried  into 
effect  at  the  date  of  my  visit. 

The  prisoners  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year  numbered  103,  or  a decrease 
of  over  forty  per  cent,  upon  the  committments  of  the  previous  year.  The  cost  of  main- 
taining the  Gaol  amounted  to  $2,276’50  ; the  cost  of  prisoners’  rations  was  10  cents  per 
day. 

Cayuga  Gaol. 

County  of  Haldimand. 

This  Gaol  was  examined  on  the  7th  of  August,  on  which  day  there  were  only  two 
prisoners  in  custody,  one  of  whom  had  been  committed  as  a lunatic,  but  who,  at  my  visit, 
had  so  far  recovered  that  his  transfer  to  an  Asylum  was  not  considered  necessary. 

The  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year  was  unusually 
small,  and  very  frequently  during  the  year  the  Gaol  has  been  without  a single  occupant. 

Owing  to  alterations  that  were  going  on  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  the  Gaol  was  not 
fouqd  in  its  usual  state  of  cleanliness  and  order.  I examined  into  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  escape  of  a prisoner  from  the  Gaol,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st 
October,  1871,  and  found  that  it  was  attributable  to  carelessness  and  neglect  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  turnkey,  who  was  discharged. 

Only  40  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year,  of  whom  37  were 
men  and  3 were  women. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  these  40  prisoners  during  the  year  amounted  to  |2,42L75. 
This  amount  is  greater  than  what  was  required  to  maintain  103  prisoners  at  Belleville, 
viz.,  $2,276-50.  Nor  is  this  excess  in  expenditure  explained  by  the  total  number  of  days’ 
custody  of  the  prisoners,  for  we  find  that  the  collective  stay  of  the  40  prisoners  at  Cayuga 
was  only  902  days,  while  at  Belleville  the  collective  stay  of  the  103  was  3,381  days,  or 
nearly  four  times  as  great.  This  increased  expenditure  is  partially  attributable  to  the 
persistent  refusal  of  the  County  Council  to  comply  with  the  Gaol  dietary  regulations. 
Through  this  infraction  the  gaoler  receives  25  cents  per  day  for  the  rations  of  each  prisoner, 
while  at  Belleville  the  same  service  is  performed  as  satisfactorily  for  ten  cents  per  day. 

Cornwall  Gaol. 

United  Counties  of  Stormont^  Dundas  and  Glengarry. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  14th  June,  when  I found  every 
part  of  the  building  in  excellent  order,  and  neatly  and  well  kept  throughout. 

The  office  of  keeper  of  the  Gaol  was  then  vacant,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Mac- 
donald, gaoler,  and  the  prison  was  in  charge  of  the  turnkey. 

There  were  only  two  prisoners  in  custody — one  a female  who  had  just  been  com- 
mitted as  a lunatic,  but  in  whose  case  an  examination  had  not  then  taken  place.  She 
had  been,  previous  to  this,  an  inmate  of  Toronto  Asylum,  to  which  institution  she  was 
again  recommended  for  transfer. 
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The  commitments  to  this  Gaol  for  the  year  were  only  29,  and  five  of  that  number 
were  committed  as  insane  or  idiotic  persons. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  amounted  to  $1,230-35,  and  the  daily  cost  of  each 
prisoner’s  rations  was  19  cents. 

CoBOURG  Gaol. 

United  Counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham. 

Two  inspections  were  made  of  tbis  Gaol,  the  first  on  the  4th  March,  and  again  on 
the  20th  day  of  August. 

At  my  first  inspection  there  were  22  prisoners  in  confinement,  viz.,  16  men  and  6 
women.  Three  of  Uiis  number  had  been  committed  as  lunatics,  two  of  whom  w’ere  recom- 
mended for  removal  to  the  Toronto  Asylum,  which  immediately  took  place.  The  other 
had  every  appearance  of  being  a quiet  harmless  imbecile,  who  would  derive  little  or  no 
benefit  from  Asylum  treatment,  in  consequence  of  which  her  removal  was  not  recom- 
mended. A vagrant,  who  is  almost  a constant  resident  of  the  Gaol,  was  again  found  in 
custody,  having  been  recommitted  at  his  own  request.  This  man,  who  was  afflicted  with 
rheumatism,  and  in  bed,  should  have  been  sent  to  some  other  place  than  a Common  Gaol. 

At  my  visit  to  the  prison  on  the  20th  of  August,  there  were  14  prisoners  in  confine- 
ment. Five  of  this  number  were  insane,  three  of  whom  were  transferred  to  Toronto 
Asylum. 

No  less  than  sixteen  insane  persons  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  past 
year,  most  of  whom  were  proper  subjects  for  Asylum  treatment.  As  the  former  residence 
of  many  of  this  class  of  persons  w^as  unknown  to  the  Gaol  authorities,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  some  of  them  came  from  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  by  the  daily  steamer  which 
touches  at  the  port  of  Cobourg. 

At  both  my  visits  every  part  of  the  prison,  as  well  as  the  yards,  were  found  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly neat  and  well  ordered  condition.  The  attention  of  the  County  Council  w^as  called 
in  my  minutes  of  inspection,  to  the  state  of  the  floors  in  some  of  the  corridors,  as  well  as 
to  the  necessity  of  trapping  the  w^ater  closet  openings  at  their  exit  from  the  building. 

The  beds  and  bedding  were  in  good  order,  although  some  of  the  cells  gave  evidence 
of  defective  ventilation.  During  the  past  year  182  prisoners  passed  through  the  Gaol,  as 
against  134  the  previous  twelve  months. 

The  Gaol  expenditures  for  the  year  amounted  to  $3,200.13,  and  the  cost  of  prisoners 
rations  for  the  same  period  was  12  J cents  per  day. 

Chatham  Gaol, 

County  of  Kent. 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  20th  of  March,  and  again  on  the  23rd  of  October, 
on  both  of  which  occasions  there  were  12  prisoners  in  confinement. 

At  both  visits,  the  corridors,  cells  and  every  part  of  the  building  were  found  in  the 
best  possible  order,  and  in  the  utmost  state  of  cleanliness.  I passed  through  the  Gaol  at 
night  when  the  prisoners  had  been  locked  in  their  cells.  Nearly  every  cell  that  was  oc- 
cupied gave  evidence  of  most  defective  ventilation,  w^hile  in  some  the  smell  was  almost 
unendurable.  This  state  of  things  is  attributable  to  the  absurd  system  of  ventilation — or 
rather  want  of  ventilation — that  exists,  viz.,  by  a flue  from  each  cell  into  the  corridors 
for  the  ventilation  of  the  cell  at  night,  and  by  the  same  passages,  back  into  the  cells  for 
the  ventilation  of  the  corridors  during  /Ae  day.  I recommended  that  the  cell-ventilating 
flues  be  covered  by  a shaft  leading  directly  to  the  chimney,  in  order  that  this  defect  might 
be  remedied. 

The  attention  of  the  gaoler  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  piling  the  wood  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  yard,  in  place  of  in  close  proximity  to  the  walls,  in  order  to  prevent  escapes. 

Two  escapes  are  said  to  have  taken  place  from  this  Gaol  during  the  year,  neither  of 
wnich,  as  far  as  I am  aware,  have  been  reported  through  the  proper  channel. 

During  the  past  year  99  prisoners  w^ere  committed  to  this  Gaol,  which  is  the  same 
number  as  were  committed  the  previous  year. 
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The  expenditure  for  the  year  amounted  to  |2,563  .05, and  the  daily  cost  of  prisoners 
rations  was  14  cents. 

Goderich  Gaol. 

County  of  Enron. 

At  my  visit  to  this  Gaol  on  the  19th  of  March,  there  were  only  3 prisoners  in  confine 
ment,  all  of  whom  were  men.  Two  of  the  number  were  under  sentence  for  long  periods, 
the  other  was  an  habitual  vagrant.  The  various  departments  of  the  Gaol  were  in  a most 
creditable  condition  ol*  order  and  cleanliness,  with  the  Gaol  regulations  in  respect  to 
dietaries  and  discipline  well  attended  to. 

The  County  Council  having  decided  to  procure  prison  clothing,  at  the  request  of  the 
County  Clerk  I forwarded  samples  of  the  cloth  required,  with  full  instructions  respecting 
the  same. 

Sixty-seven  prisoners  passed  through  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year. 

Gaol  expenditures  amounted  to  $1743-60,  and  the  daily  cost  of  prisoners’  rations  was 
nine  cents. 

Guelph  Gaol. 

County  of  JVellington. 

Inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  two  occasions  during  the  year.  At  my  first  visit  on  * 
the  19th  March,  there  were  six  prisoners  in  confinement,  all  of  whom  were  men.  Four 
of  the  number  were  under  sentence  for  long  periods,  and  for  serious  offences.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Gaol  officials  was  called  to  the  disorder  that  prevailed  in  some  of  the  corri- 
dors, in  consequence  of  wearing  apparel  being  allowed  to  remain  in  them,  giving  them  more 
the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  bed  room  than  of  a Gaol.  With  this  exception,  the  several 
departments  of  the  prison,  and  the  yards  were  in  a very  clean  and  well  kept  state.  Owing 
to  the  increased  number  of  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour,  and  the  quantity  of  wood 
that  had  to  be  cut,  the  Sheriff  was  recommended  to  engage  an  extra  turnkey. 

There  were  8 prisoners  in,  custody  at  my  last  visit  to  the  Gaol  on  the  1st  August. 

Two  of  the  number  were  under  sentence  for  the  crime  of  rape,  who,  in  addition  to  confine- 
ment, had  flogging  attached  to  their  sentences.  Another  man  was  under  sentence  to  two 
years’  imprisonment  for  manslaughter ; and  two  men  were  waiting  trial,  on  a charge  of 
murder. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $1 761*66.  The  daily  cost  of 
prisoners’  rations  was  thirteen  cents. 

Hamilton  Gaol. 

County  of  Wentworth. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  6th  March,  and  again  on  the  24th 
August.  On  the  first  occasion  there  were  62  prisoners  found  in  confinement,  of  whom  42 
were  men,  and  20  women.  The  number  committed  for  vagrancy,  drunkenness  and  disor- 
derly conduct  was  unusually  large,  comprising  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  entire  Gaol  pop- 
ulation. The  prisoners  found  in  Gaol  for  these  offences  were,  with  only  a few  exceptions, 
habitual  and  confirmed  offenders,  to  whom  incarceration  in  a Common  Gaol  is  no  sort  of 
punishment,  but  rather  what  they  desire. 

An  examination  of  the  register  on  the  day  of  my  visit  shewed  that  one  of  this  class 
of  prisoners  had  been  committed  to  the  Hamilton  Gaol  153  times;  another  93  times ; 
five  from  50  to  75  times ; four  over  20  times  ; twelve  over  10  times,  and  only  seven  of 
the  thirty-eight  prisoners  who  had  been  sent  to  the  Gaol  for  the  offences  named,  had  been 
committed  for  the  first  time. 

Prisoners  committed  as  vagrants  were  nearly  in  every  case  drunkards,  which  their 
appearance,  as  well  as  the  records  of  the  Gaol  register,  amply  confirmed. 
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A female  vvlio  had  been  committed  as  being  insane  was  found  to  be  an  epileptic 
imbecile  who  could  not  derive  mental  benefit  from  Asylum  treatment,  in  consequence  of 
wbicb  her  removal  to  an  Asylum  was  not  recommended. 

Every  part  of  the  Gaol  was  examined  and  found  in  a very  clean  and  orderly  state. 
Some  of  the  cells  contained  two  and  three  prisoners  which,  with  the  very  imperfect  venti- 
lation, caused  the  air  in  the  cells  to  be  very  foul  and  vitiated.  All  the  male  prisoners, 
sentenced  to  hard  labour,  were  employed  in  cutting  wood  in  the  working  yard. 

At  my  inspection  on  the  24th  August,  there  were  G7  prisoners  in  custody,  viz.,  37 
men  and  30  women.  Nearly  all  of  the  latter  were  prostitutes  of  the  lowest  and  most  de- 
graded kind  ; and  women  committed  for  drunkenness.  No  less  than  ten  of  the  male  pri- 
soners had  been  committed  for  want  of  sureties  to  keep  the  peace — nearly  all  for  wife- 
beating. There  is  great  necessity  for  an  amendment  of  the  law  to  enable  this  class  of 
prisoners  to  be  placed  at  hard  work. 

Several  of  the  prisoners  who  were  confined  to  their  cells  during  the  day,  complained 
of  not  receiving  a sufficient  amount  of  exercise  and  air.  On  enquiry  I found  that  thej 
were  in  close  confinement  for  attempting  to  escape.  Fourteen  of  the  male  prisoners 
were,  on  this  occasion,  engaged  in  polishing  castings  for  a city  foundry.  As  the  employ- 
ment is  a most  suitable  one,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  permanent. 

The  work  at  the  new  Gaol  was  inspected,  and  so  far  as  it  had  progressed,  was  found 
to  be  very  substantial,  both  in  respect  to  workmanship  and  material. 

There  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year,  981  prisoner,  of  whom  671  were 
males  and  310  females.  These  figures  indicate  an  increase  of  a little  over  thirty  per  cent  in 
* the  number  of  commitments  as  compared  with  the  previous  twelve  months. 

The  total  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  year  w^is  $10,254-54,  and  the  daily 
cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  1 1 cents. 

Kingston  Gaol. 

County  of  Frontenac. 

I visited  this  Gaol  on  the  11th  June,  and  again  on  the  17th  August.  On  both  occa- 
sions every  part  of  the  Gaol,  as  well  as  the  yards  were  examined  and  found  in  the  highest 
state  of  cleanliness,  with  the  most  perfect  order  and  neatness  prevailing  throughout. 

The  attention  of  the  Sheriff  was  called  to  the  infraction  of  the  dietary  regulations, 
through  which  meat  rations  were  indiscriminately  served  to  all  prisoners  every  day.  4® 
the  dietaries  of  a prison  form  an  important  feature  in  its  discipline  the  Sheriff  was  re- 
quested to  comply  with  the  rules. 

The  County  Council  still  neglects  to  provide  prison  clothing  for  the  sentenced  prisoners. 
The  charges  preferred  against  the  late  turnkey  were  examined  into,  and  while  the  action 
of  the  Sheriff  in  dismissing  him  was  approved,  it  was  suggested  that  when  grave  charges 
are  preferred  against  an  official  in  that  position,  he  should  be  brought  before  a magis- 
trate with  a vievy^  to  punishment,  as  well  as  dismissal. 

The  number  of  prisoners  found  in  custody  was  unusually  large,  viz  : 26  males  and  10 
females.  Two  of  the  number  were  young  lads,  respectively  aged  seven  and  eight  years. 
This  class  of  prisoners  may  be  punished,  and  perhaps  too  severely,  by  imprisonment  in  a 
Gaol,  but  it  is  very  questhuiable  if  such  imprisonment  will  have  either  a reforming  or 
deterring  inlluence  upon  them.  Two  prisoners  were  found  in  custody  committed  by  the 
military  authorities.  The  number  of  drunk  and  disorderly  characters  in  confinement  was 
unusually  large,  and  was  perhaps  attributable  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  in  the  port 
of  Kingston  at  the  time. 

Three  of  the  prisoners  were  committed  as  lunatics,  although  neither  of  them  appeared  to 
be  proper  subjects  for  the  Asylum  ; one  being  a case  of  senile  insanity,  another  was  idiotic, 
and  who  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  London  Idiot  Asylum,  and  the  third  was  a quiet, 
harmless,  imbecile  vagrant. 

An  old  woman,  committed  as  a vagrant,  died  in  this  Gaol  on  the  6th  June.  An  ex- 
amination was  held  by  a Coroner  into  the  cause  of  death,  when  the  following  verdict  was 
arrived  at  ; “ That  the  deceased  died  a natural  death,  this  day,  the  6th  June,  in  the 
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County  Gaol  of  Frontenac,  of  old  age.  But  this  Jury  cannot  separate  without  recording 
“ their  strong  opinion  against  the  cnielty  of  sending  a woman,  ninety  years  of  age,  to  die 
‘‘  in  the  Common  Gaol,  without  the  commission  of  crime  by  her,  and  apparent  y from  no 
other  cause  than  that  of  poverty  ; and  sent  from  a municipality  (Portsmouth)  so  well 
capable  of  supporting  hen” 

The  commitment  of  such  persons  to  Gaol  is  not  confined  to  Kingston,  but  is  constantly 
taking  place  in  every  County,  with  the  exception  of  Waterloo  and  Norfolk,  where  they 
have  Poor-houses  for  such  people. 

At  my  visit  to  the  Gaol  on  the  20th  August,  there  were  21  prisoners  in  confinement. 
Two  of  the  number  being  idiots  they  were  recommended  for  transfer  to  the  Idiot  Asylum  ; 
and  another — a man  who  had  just  arrived  in  the  Province,  and  who  had  been  in  an  English 
Asylum—  was  recommended  for  transfer  to  Bockwood  Asylum,  A prisoner  was  also  found 
in  custody  charged  with  murdering  his  father,  but  who,  having  been  acquitted  of  the  charge 
on  the  ground  of  insanity,  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Bockwood  Asylum. 

During  the  }'ear  339  prisoners  j)assed  through  the  gaol,  which  is  a considerable  in- 
crease over  the  preceding  twelve  months.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  gaol  for  the  year 
was  $3,879,69,  and  the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  nine  cents. 

London  Gaol. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  the  London  Gaol  on  the  20th  March,  and  again 
on  the  7th  August. 

At  my  first  visit  I found  forty  three  prisoners  under  confinement,  viz.,  29  men  and 
11  women.  A considerable  number  of  these  prisoners  were  committed  for  drunkenness 
and  vagrancy  ; while  some  were  waiting  trial  and  others  were  under  sentence  for  the  most 
serious  offences. 

I found  nearly  all  of  the  water-closets  in  the  Gaol  in  a filthy  state,  owing  to  bad  con- 
struction, want  of  water,  and  frost.  The  heating  arrangements  were  also  out  of  order,  in 
consequence  of  which  three  corridors  on  the  north  side  of  the  Gaol  were  too  cold  to  be 
occupied. 

' At  my  inspection  of  the  Gaol  on  the  5th  August  there  were  38  prisoners  in  custody, 
viz.,  26  men  and  12  women.  No  less  than  five  of  this  number  had  been  certified  to  be 
idiotic,  and  proper  subjects  for  the  Idiot  Asylum.  I conversed  with,  and  examined  all 
these  persons,  and  found  none  of  them  to  be  of  the  class  for  whom  the  Idiot  Asylum 
was  established,  all  of  them  being  quiet  helpless  imbeciles,  without  any  dangerous  pro- 
clivities. One  female  was  recommended  for  transfer  to  the  Asylum. 

In  reply  to  a report  of  a Committee  of  the  County  Council,  dated  15th  June,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  setting  forth  that  the  complaints  made  by  me 
in  reference  to  defects  in  the  Gaol  had  been  “ attended  to  and  remedied  to  a certain 
extentf  and  that  “ if  I had  consulted  with  the  County  Engineer  an  amicable  arrangement 
would  have  been  arrived  at,”  I have  to  state  that  I met  a committee  of  the  County 
Council  specially  appointed  to  confer  with  me  upon  the  matter,  on  the  10th  June,  1871. 
On  that  occasion  I pointed  out  to  the  members  of  the  committee  the  defects  that  I had 
so  long  complained  of ; I also  reduced  my  observations  in  connection  therewith  to  writing 
and  sent  a copy  of  the  same  to  the  County  Council.  That  document  showed  that  the 
whole  building  was  in  a dilapidated  and  ruinous  condition  : that  its  internal  arrangement 
prevented  a proper  supervision  over  prisoners,  in  consequence  of  which  the  discipline  of 
the  Gaol  was  lax ; that  owing  to  bad  ventilation,  darkness  and  dampness  in  the  lower 
wards,  the  health  of  the  prisoners  was  endangered  : that,  in  consequence  of  bad  drain- 
age and  an  insufficient  supply  of  water,  the  air  was  foul  and  the  water  closets  filthy  ; and 
that  the  working  yard  w'as  neither  safe  nor  sufficiently  protected  to  prevent  prisoners 
having  communication  with  the  public. 

To  remedy  this  long  list  of  defects  the  County  Council  enlarged  six  windows,  replanked 
the  side  <>f  one  ward,  and  filled  up  the  openings,  by  shrinkage,  of  another,  and  then  reported  to 
the  Attorney- General  “ that  the  complaints  were  remedied  to  a certain  extent,  and  if  the 
Inspector  had  met  the  County  Engineer  an  amicable  arrangement  would  have  been  arrived  at.” 
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As  the  whole  question  is  now  submitted  to  the  Government  for  action,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enlarge  upon  the  subject. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  committed  to  the  Gaol  during  the  year,  of  whom 
268  were  males  and  82  females.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was 
$6,407-25,  while  the  Kingston  Gaol,  with  about  the  same  number  of  prisoners  only  cost 
$3,879-69.  The  annual  amount  paid  for  officials’  salaries  at  the  London  Gaol  is  $3,096,  and 
at  Kingston  only  $1,150  Notwithstanding  this,  the  Kingston  Gaol  is  better  managed  in  all 
respects,  and  is  at  all  times  a pattern  of  cleanliness  and  order,  which  cannot  be  said  of  the 
London  Gaol.  With  a properly  constructed  and  properly  managed  prison,  the  County  of 
Middlesex  and  the  Province  would  save  over  $2,000  a year. 

Lindsay  Gaol. 

County  of  Victoria. 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  16th  May,  on  which  occjision  there  were  only  two  prison- 
ers in  confinement. 

The  building  was  found  in  good  order,  and  the  yards  neat  and  well  kept.  The  altera- 
tions and  additions  made  to  the  Gaol  were  thoroughly  examined,  and  found,  both  in  respect 
of  the  workmanship  and  the  class  of  m iterial  used,  to  be  strong  and  substantial.  As  the 
work  thus  done  rendered  the  Ga  >1  in  all  respects  perfectly  safe,  and  effectually  overcame  the 
defects  of  construction  and  arrangement  heretofore  complained  of,  the  Government  was  re- 
commended to  accept  the  Gaol  under  the  provisions  of  the  Inspection  Act.  It  was  further 
recommended  that  the  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature^  towards  the  repairs,  of  $2,700. 
should  be  paid  to  the  County  Council  of  Victoria. 

During  the  past  year  59  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol,  nine  of  whom  were  in- 
sane. The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  twelve  months  was  $1,3$8  25,  and  the  daily 
cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  eight  cents. 

L’Orignal  Gaol. 

United  Counties  of  Presscott  and  Russell. 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  9th  September,  when  there  were  two  prisoners  in  cus- 
tody. The  w-alls  were  recommended  to  be  whitewashed,  and  a few  common  pine  bed  stretch- 
ers were  ordered  to  be  purchased.  The  Gaol  and  yards  ware  found  in  good  order.  Only 
eleven  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year.  The  cost  of  maintaining  it 
for  the  same  period  was  $611  50,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  County  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward, is  the  lowest  Gaol  expenditure  of  any  County  in  the  Province. 

Milton  Gaol. 

County  of  Halton. 

A special  committee  of  the  County  Council  having  been  appointed  to  confer  with  me 
respecting  the  state  of  the  Milton  Gaol,  I had  a meeting*  with  them  on  the  4th  June,  on 
which  occasion  I passed  through  the  Gaol,  and  pointed  out  to  the  Committee  the  following 
defects  : 

1st.  That,  owing  to  the  bad  internal  arrangement  of  the  Gaol,  it  having  only  two  wards, 
with  a corridor  running  through  the  centre  of  each,  and  cells  on  each  side,  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  effect  a proper  separation  of  the  prisoners. 

2nd.  That,  inasmuch  as  it  is  necessary  to  pass  through  one  corridor  to  get  to  the 
other,  and  as  there  is  an  open  stairway  leading  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  ward,  even  a 
proper  separation  of  the  sexes  cannot  be  had,  and  prisoners  can  converse  with  each  other 
from  every  cell  in  the  Gaol. 

3rd.  There  is  no  prison  kitchen  or  wash-house  attached  to  the  Gaol,  which  renders  it 
necessary  to  have  the  cooking  and  washing  done  beyond  the  gaol  proper. 

4th.  The  use  of  one  yard  in  common,  for  male  and  female  prisoners. 
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I pointed  out  to  the  committee  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impossibility,  of  remodelling 
the  present  structure,  so  as  to  make  it  a well  arranged  Gaol,  owing  to  the  limited  space 
between  the  walls,  and  strongly  recommended  the  erection  of  a new  prison,  to  give  accom- 
modation for  eighteen  prisoners. 

Up  to  the  present  time  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  re- 
commendation. I would  therefore  recommend  that  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  be  placed 
in-force. 

The  Gaol  at  the  time  of  my  visit  was  clean  and  orderly. 

During  the  year  50  prisoners  have  been  committed  to  it.  The  cost  of  maintaining 
the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $1,239  42  ; the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  wa» 
12J  cents. 


Napanee  Gaol. 

United  Counties  of  Lennox  and  Addingtoii. 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  6th  May  and  10th  September.  There  were  at  my  first 
visit  six  prisoners  in  confinement,  of  whom  four  were  men  and  two  women ; one  of  the  latter, 
was  committed  as  a lunatic,  but  as  she  had  all  the  appearance  of  being  a congenital  idiot, 
her  transfer  to  the  Idiot  Asylum  was  recommended,  and  took  place  as  soon  as  that  institu- 
tion was  opened.  Two  of  the  male  prisoners  were  committed  as  vagrants,  both  of  whom 
were  infirm  old  men  confined  to  bed  through  sickness.  In  addition  :o  the  last  named  being 
improper  subjects  for  a Gaol,  they  were  also  illegally  confined,  having  been  sentenced  for  six 
months,  when  the  Vagrancy  Act  limits  the  period  of  sentence  to  two  months. 

An  investigation  was  held  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  escape  of  a prisoner 
from  the  Gaol  on  the  2nd  May.  The  evidence  clearly  proved  that  there  was  a great  want  of 
vigilance  in  guarding  the  prison,  and  that  other  persons  than  the  prison  • officials  had  access 
to  the  keys  of  the  corridors.  The  evidence  taken  together  with  my  report  thereon,  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Hon.  the  Provincial  Secretary. 

At  my  inspection  of  the  Gaol  on  the  10th  September,  every  part  of  it  was  found  in  ex 
cellent  order,  and  thoroughly  neat  and  clean  throughout. 

Only  four  prisoners  were  in  custody,  all  of  whom  were  men. 

Application  having  been  made  for  the  removal  of  an  insane  woman  to  the  Asylum,  I was 
surprised  to  find  that  she  was  not  in  custody  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  although  in  the  papers 
transmitted  to  the  Provincial  Secretary  she  was  not  only  said  to  be  a prisoner  in  custody,  but 
that  she  had  been  apprehended  under  circumstances  that  denote  a derangement  of  mind,  and 
a purpose  of  committing  some  crime.  On  enquiry,  I learned  that  the  practice  prevailed  with 
the  examining  authorities,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Statute,  of  certifying  lunatic  prisoners 
to  be  insane,  who  had  never  entered  the  Gaol.  These  irregular  proceedings  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Government. 

67  prisoners  passed  through  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year.  The  cost  of  Gaol  mainte- 
nance amounted  to  $1,552  75,  and  the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  eleven  cents* 

Ottawa  Gaol. 
bounty  of  Carleton. 

Two  inspections  were  made  of  this  prison  during  the  year.  At  the  first,  on  the  13th 
June,  there  were  23  prisoners  in  confinement,  of  whom  16  were  men  and  7 women.  With 
one  exception  all  the  females  had  been  committed  for  drunkenness  and  vagrancy.  Every  part 
of  the  building  was  found  in  the  most  orderly  condition,  and  perfectly  clean  throughout. 

The  alterations  and  additions  to  the  Gaol  and  yards  which  had  commenced  last  year  had 
nearly  been  completed  at  my  visit ; but  owing  to  workmen  being  still  engaged  with  the  yard 
walls  the  working  yard  was  not  then  cleaned  or  levelled  up.  The  defect  in  the  drainage  of 
the  Gaol,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  has  been  remedied ; thereby  improving  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises. 

There  were  25  prisoners  in  custody  at  my  second  visit  to  the  Gaol  on  the  10th  Septem- 
ber, viz.,  16  men  and  9 women,  all  the  sentenced  male  prisoners  were  engaged  in  breaking 
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stone ; upwards  of  sixty  toise  have  been  broken  during  the  year.  The  female  prisoners  were 
employed  in  picking  oakum,  of  which  a considerable  quantity  was  on  hand  ready  for  market. 
The  attention  of  the  Council  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  providing  Gaol  clothing  for  the 
sentenced  prisoners. 

The  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year  was  400,  which  is  rather 
under  the  commitments  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  insane  persons  committed  was 
only  five  against  twelve  the  preceding  year.  The  total  cost  of  Gaol  maintenance  amounted  to 
$5,414  21.  The  cost  of  rations  was  nine  cents  per  day  for  each  prisoner. 

Owen  Sound  Gaol. 

County  of  Grey. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  3rd  November,  when  the  various  cor- 
ridors, cells  and  other  parts  of  the  Gaol  were  examined  and  found  ordy  in  a fair  state  of  order 
and  cleanliness.  Although  there  was  sufficient  bedding,  it  was  not  clean  or  tidily  kept,  in 
consequence  of  the  prisoners  being  allowed  to  have  access  to  their  cells  during  the  day.  The 
Gaoler  was  instructed  to  lock  the  cells  up  in  future,  after  the  beds  were  made  up  in  the  morn- 
ings and  to  see  that  the  prison  in  all  its  departments  was  kept  in  the  most  clean  and  orderly 
state.  With  the  exception  of  the  female  airing  court  all  the  yards  were  well  and  neatly  kept. 

There  were  fourteen  prisoners  in  confinement  no  less  than  five  of  whom  were  insane, 
idiotic  or  imbecile  persons.  Three  of  the  first  named  class  were  recommended  for  transfer 
to  asylums  for  the  insane;  and  two  idiots  would  have  been  recommended  for  removal  to  the 
Idiot  Asylum  had  the  beds  in  that  institution  not  have  been  all  exhausted  when  the  papers, 
required  under  the  Statute,  were  received. 

Owing  to  the  bad  internal  arrangement  of  the  Gaol,  and  the  very  limited  accommodation 
furnished,  it  is  imjpssible  to  effect  a proper  separation  of  the  prisoners  ; hence  in  one  of  the 
corridors  were  tried  and  untried  prisoners,  and  young  and  old  offenders  indiscriminately  mixed 
together.  The  practice  of  sending  sick  persons  to  the  Gaol  for  hospital  treatment  very 
much  interferes  with  a proper  classification  of  the  prisoners,  and  if  continued  the  number  of 
cells  must  be  increased  in  the  Gaol. 

The  commitments  to  the  Gaol  for  the  year  numbered  92,  no  less  than  twelve  being  insane 
persons. 

The  c'st  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $3,026-05.  The  daily  cost 
of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  fourteen  cents. 

Perth  Gaol. 

County  of  Lanark. 

At  my  inspection  of  this  Gaol  on  the  12th  of  June,  every  part  of  it,  including  the 
yards,  was  found  in  the  most  admirable  order  and  scrupulosly  clean  throughout.  Only  one 
criminal  prisoner  was  in  custody — the  remaining  three  were  poor-house  cases. 

The  number  of  commitments  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year  was  unusually  small,  viz., 
forty-one. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  was  $1,744,  ^d  the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s 
rations  was  fifteen  cents. 

PiCTON  Gaol. 

County  of  Prince  Edward, 

This  Guol  was  visited  on  the  19th  January  and  again  on  the  29th  June.  At  neither  of 
my  inspections  was  a piisoner  found  in  it ; and  an  examination  of  the  register  showed  that 
the  Gaol  was  frequently  without  an  inmate  fur  very  long  periods.  During  the  year  thirty 
prisoners  were  confined  in  this  Gaol,  only  four  of  whom  were  criminal  prisoners,  all  the  rest 
having  been  committed  for  drunkenness  and  want  of  sureties  to  keep  the  peace. 

At  my  visits  the  building  and  yards  were  found  in  a clean  and  orderly  condition. 
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The  cost  of  maintaining  this  Gaol  is  the  lowest  of  any  in  the  Province,  and  only 
amounted  tt)  $600-65  for  the  year  ending  30th  September.  The  cost  of  prisoners’  rations 
was  ten  and  a half  cents  per  day  for  each  prisoner 

Pembroke  Gaol. 

Counhj  of  Renjreiv.  ^ 

At  my  visit' to  this  Gaol  on  the  6th  September,  all  the  corridors  cells  and  other  portions 
of  the  prison,  as  well  as  the  yards,  were  found  in  an  excellent  state  of  cleanlin'ess  and  order. 

As  no  separate  yard  is  provided  for  the  Gaoler’s  domestic  uses,  I found  that  the  Gaol 
yards  were  being  used  for  that  purpose,  a practice  which  is  not  only  entirely  at  variance  with 
proper  Gaol  administration,  but  which  very  much  endangers  the  safe  custody  of  prisoners, 
'fhe  Sheriff  was  instructed  to  prohibit  the  use  of  the  Gaol  yards  for  other  than  Gaol  pur- 
poses, and  the  County  Council  was  recommended  to  furnish  a yard  for  the  gaoler’s  family. 

I found  six  prisoners  in  custody,  all  men,  one  of  whom  was  waiting  trial  on  a charge  of 
murder,  one  under  sentence  for  larceny,  and  one  for  deserting  employment ; the  remaining 
three  were  committed  as  lunatics,  two  of  whom  were  harmless  imbeciles  who  had  been  resi- 
dents of  the  Gaol  for  three  and  five  years  respectively  ; the  other,  although  committed  on  the 
2nd  July  as  a lunatic,  had  not  at  my  visit  undergone  the  statutory  examination,  in  order  to 
determine  whether  he  was  insane  or  not.  If  insane,  his  continued  custody  in  Gaol  would 
certainly  not  improve  his  mental  condition,  and  he  should  have  been  removed  to  an  Asylum, 
if  not,  he  should  have  been  discharged. 

The  Sheriff  was  instructed  to  provide  a blank  book  in  which  the  Gaol  Surgeon  should 
record  his  visits  to  the  Gaol,  vvdth  all  instructions  respecting  prisoners  requiring  treatment. 

The  Caoler  was  likewise  instructed  to  keep  a book  wherein  to  record  the  punishments 
administered  to  prisoQers,  no  matter  of  how  trifiing  a nature.  ^ 

53  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year,  whose  support  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  cost  $1,710;  prisoners  rations  25  cents  per  day  for 
each  prisoner. 

Peterborough  Gaol. 

County  of  Peterborough. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  16th  May,  on  which  occasion  there 
were  fifteen  prisoners  in  custody,  viz.,  9 men  and  6 women.  Two  of  the  latter  were  com- 
n^itted  as  being  of  unsound  mind,  and  although  one  of  them  had  been  in  gaol  for  a conside- 
rable period,  the  papers  in  her  case  had  not  been  forwarded  to  the  Provincial  Secretary,  but 
as  ,the  person  did  not  appear  to  be  a proper  subject  for  Asylum  treatment,  her  discharge  from 
Gaol  was  recommended.  Some  of  the  male  prisoners  were  under  sentence  for  long  periods, 
and  for  most  serious  offences.  There  being  no  work  for  them  to  do  they  were  found  in  utter 
idleness  in  the  corridors.  Every  part  of  the  Gaol  was  found  in  the  most  creditable  state  of 
cleanliness  and  order,  with  the  Gaol  regulations  well  attended  to.  The  gaoler  was  in- 
trncted  to  lock  the  cell  doors  during  the  day  to  prevent  prisoners  from  lounging  on  the  beds. 
The  floors  were  recommended  to  be  oiled.  Eighty-two  prisoners  were  confined  in  this  prison 
during  the  past  year,  five  of  whom  werejcommitted  as  being  insane.  The  cost  of  the  Gaol 
in  respect  of  maintenance  for  the  same  period  was  $2,451  96,  and  the  daily  cost  of  rations 
was  13^  cents  per  prisoner. 

SiMCOE  Gaol. 

County  of  Norfolk. 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  6th  August,  when  every  part  of  it^was  examined  and 
found  in  excellent  order,  and  thoroughly  clean. 

The  practice  of  entering  each  and  every  warrant  of  commitment  for  the  several  offences 
of  one  prisoner  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued,  as  it  confused  the  register,  and  was  apt  to 
mislead. 
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Only  three  prisoners  were  in  custody,  one  of  whom  was  under  sentence  for  larceny,  and 
the  remaining  two  had  been  committed  as  lunatics.  Although  His  Excellency’s  warrant  had 
been  issued  for  the  removal  to  the  Asylum  of  one  of  these,  it  was  certified  by  two  physicians  that 
he  had  been  restored  to  a sound  mind,  notwithstanding  this  as  the  prisoner  still  gave  evidence 
both  by  his  speech  and  manners  of  insanity,  his  detention  in  Gaol  for  a time  longer  was  re- 
commended. The  other  insane  man  was  recommended  for  transfer  to  London  Asylum. 

The  escape  of  three  prisoners  from  this  Gaol  indicated  that  carelessness  and  want  of 
supervision  existed  in  its  management,  which  an  investigation  amply  confirmed.  The  gaoler 
and  turnkey  were  dismissed.  Eighty-five  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the 
year,  no  less  than  eleven  of  whom  were  insane  or  idotic.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  prison 
for  the  same  period  was  |l,909-68.  The  daily  rations  of  each  prisoner  cost  ten  and  a half 
cents. 

St.  Catharine’s  Gaol. 

County  of  Lincoln. 

At  my  first  visit  to  this  Gaol,  on  6th  April,  I found  21  prisoners  under  confinement 
viz,  14  men  and  7 women;  and  when  again  visited  on  8th  August  the  number  had  de- 
creased to  19,  viz.,  17  men  and  2 women.  A few  of  the  male  prisoners,  charged  with  serious 
offences,  were  waiting  trial,  but  a large' proportion  were  under  sentence  for  drunkenness  and 
disorderly  conduct,  and  other  minor  offences.  One  of  the  women  although  committed  as 
being  insane,  appeared  only  to  be  a harmless  imbecile,  and  considering  the  great  number  of 
really  urgent  cases  of  insanity  in  the  Gaols,  her  transfer  to  an  asylum  could  not  be  recom- 
mended. I again  called  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the  case  of  a man  committed  as 
a lunatic,  but  in  whose  case  no  certificate  had  been  granted.  I recommended  immediate 
discharge  from  custody,  or  examination  with  a view  to  determine  whether  or  not  he  was 
insane. 

At  both  inspections  the  various  wards  and  cells,  together  with  the  domestic  departments 
of  the  prison  were  found  in  the  most  creditable  order,  and  were  thoroughly  neat  and  clean 
throughout.  The  several  yards  attached  to  the  Gaol  were  examined  and  found  to  be  neat 
and  well  kept. 

The  regulations  in  respect  to  the  dietaries  and  the  mode  of  serving  the  same,  are  now 
strictly  carried  out  in  the  Gaol. 

Suggestions  respecting  a punishment  and  gaol  surgeon’s  record  had  been  carried  out, 
and  the  books  used  gave  the  requisite  information  and  were  well  kept.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  prisoners  were  committed  during  the  year.  The  expenditures  for  Gaol  main- 
. tenance  for  the  same  period  were  $2847-91.  The  cost  of  prisoners’  rations  was  ten  and  a-half 
cents  each  day  per  prisoner, 

Sarnia  Gaol. 

County  of  Lambton, 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  two  occasions  during  the  year.  At  my  first  visit  to  it  on  the 
11th  January  there  were  seven  prisoners  in  custody. 

Every  part  of  the  Gaol  and  the  yards  were  in  excellent  order,  with  the  utmost  cleanli- 
ness prevailing  throughout. 

The  attention  of  the  County  Council  was  again  directed  to  the  necessity  of  complying  with 
the  dietary  regulations,  and  they  were  informed  that  unless  immediate  action  was  taken  in  that 
direction  the  rations  of  criminal  prisoners  would,  in  future,  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
cents  per  day  for  each  criminal  prisoner. 

At  a subsequent  visit  made  to  the  Gaol  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman  of  a Committee 
of  the  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  Gaol  dietaries  I passed  through 
the  old  Gaol  with  the  Committee  and  offered  certain  suggestions  for  alterations  so  as  to  enable 
a prison  kitchen  and  store  rooms  to  be  provided,  which  met  with  the  approval  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Council  will  provide  for  the  necessary 
atlerations,  when  the  rules  in  respect  to  diet  will  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

I held  an  examination  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  escape  of  a prisoner 
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from  the  Gaol  on  the  1st  December  last.  The  evidence  taken  and  my  report  thereon  was 
transmitted  to  the  Hon.  the  Provincial  Secretary. 

The  commitments  to  this  Gaol  were  nearly  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  the  previous  year, 
viz.,  167.  The  expenditures  for  maintenance  amounted  to  $2,387  70.  The  daily  cost  of 
each  prisoner’s  rations  was  twenty  cents. 

STRATFpRD  GaOL. 

County  of  Perth. 

I inspected  this  Gaol  on  the  20th  March  and  again  on  the  26th  August.  At  both  visits 
all  parts  of  the  Gaol  were  in  a thoroughly  clean  and  well  ordered  state.  At  my  first  inspec- 
tion the  Council  was  requested  to  complete  the  unfinished  work  connected  with  the  alterations 
and  additions  to  the  Gaol — a memorandum  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  County  Clerk  for 
submission  to  the  Council.  There  were  then  10  prisoners  in  confinement — 8 men  and  2 
women — five  of  the  male  prisoners  had  received  sentence  of  imprisonment  for  periods  varying 
from  three  to  nine  months,  and  would  have  been  all  proper  subjects  for  an  industrial  prison. 

I examined  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  escape  of  a prisoner  from  the  Gaol  on 
the  27th  December  last,  and  found  that  the  escape  was  attributable  to  the  practice  of  taking 
prisoners  into  the  yard  adjoining  the  prison  to  cut  wood.  The  yard  not  being  properly  en- 
closed, it  is  unsafe  to  take  prisoners  into  it  without  a proper  guard.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Sheriff  was  instructed  not  to  allow  criminal  prisoners  to  be  taken  into  it.  At  my 
visit  on  the  27th  August  there  were  only  five  prisoners  in  custody,  two  of  whom,  being  idiotic 
were  recommended  for  transfer  to  the  Idiot  Asylum,  London.  ’ 

Fifty-seven  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  for  the  year  ending  30th  September  ^ 
the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $2,017  36.  The  cost  of  prisoners 
rations  was  nine  and  a half  cents  per  day  for  each  prisoner. 

Sandwich  Gaol. 

County  of  Essex. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  21st  March,  when  every  department 
of  it  was  found  in  the  most  admirable  order,  with  the  general  management  of  its  affairs  in 
a most  satisfactory  condition. 

Having  hitherto  been  compelled,  owing  to  defective  construction  and  various  other  cau- 
ses, to  report  unfavourably  of  the  condition  and  management  of  this  Gaol,  it  now  affords  me 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that,  both  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  building,  and  the  . 
administration  of  Gaol  affairs,  they  are  now  in  a most  creditable  and  satisfactory  state. 

There  were  27  prisoners  under  confinement,  viz.,  19  men  and  8 women.  Eight  of  this 
number  were  coloured,  and  one  woman  was  an  Indian.  Several  of  the  male  prisoners  were 
either  waiting  trial  or  were  under  sentence  for  the  most  serious  crimes.  Seven  of  the  sentenced 
prisoners  had  been  committed  for  periods  varying  from  2 months  to  one  year,  all  of  whom 
would  have  been  proper  subjects  for  transfer  to  the  Central  Prison  had  it  been  completed. 

The  attention  of  the  County  Council  was  called  to  the  insufficient  means  of  heating  the 
Gaol,  and  to  the  short  supply  of  water. 

^ At  my  second  visit  to  the  Gaol  there  were  22  prisoners  in  custody.  I passed  through  * 
the  corridors  after  the  prisoners  had  been  locked  up  for  the  night : the  ventilation  of  the 
building  was  very  good.  I saw  and  conversed  with  every  prisoner,  from  whom  no  complaints 
were  received.  The  County  Council  has  provided  a number  of  books  for  the  prisoners. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  past  year, 
eighty  of  whom  were  residents  of  the  United  States.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for 
the  year  was  $2,287  37,  and  the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  nine  cents. 

St.  Thomas  Gaol. 

County  of  Elgin. 

' The  County  Council  of  Elgin  having  instructed  an  architect  to  prepare  plans  and  sped- 
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fications  for  alterations  and  additions  to  the  St.  Thomas  Gaol  ; these  plans  were  submitted  t^ 
me  for  inspection,  and  were  approved  of,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Inspection 
Act,  and  tenders  for  the  work  were  solicited  by  the  Council.  A contract  was  immediately 
closed  for  the  following  work  : — 

1st.  The  erection  of  a stone  wall  to  surround  the  yards,  which  are  divided  for  males  and 
females. 

2nd.  The  entire  reconstruction  of  the  internal  cell  work,  so  as  to  provide  for  four  cor- 
ridors and  twenty-eight  cells.  The  enlargement  of  the  present  windows. 

In  addition  to  the  work  above  specified,  and  for  which  a contract  was  entered  into,  the 
Council  was  recommended  to  enter  into  a separate  contract  for  the  prison  ironwork,  and  fur 
the  heating  and  ventilating  appliances  for  the  reconstrueted  building. 

Two  inspections  were  made  of  this  Gaol  during  the  year.  At  my  first  visit  only  two 
prisoners  were  in  custody,  one  of  whom  had  been  committed  as  a lunatic,  and  whose  transfer 
to  the  London  Asylum  at  once  took  place. 

It  having  been  reported  that  the  gaol-yard  walls  had  been  completed  by  the  contractor, 
and  that,  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  with  the  internal  work  of  the  Gaol,  I recommended  that 
an  arrangement  should  be  entered  into  for  the  transfer  of  the  County  of  Elgin  prisoners  to 
the  London  gaol,  during  the  progress  of  the  alterations  and  additions  to  the  building. 

On  the  question  being  submitted  for  the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  he  decided  that  only  felons  could  be  transferred  from  one  Gaol  to  another, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  that  even  before  that  class  of  prisoners  could  be  re- 
moved, it  was  necessary  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Dominion  Government.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  Sheriff  was  instructed  to  endeavour  to  make  arrangements  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  one  or  two  cells  in  the  Gaol  during  the  progress  of  repairs. 

Forty-five  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year.  The  cost  of  maintain 
ing  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $2,052-20.  The  cost  of  rations  per  day  for  each  pri- 
soner was  twenty-five  cents,  or  more  than  twice  the  amount  they  would  have  cost  if  they  had  been 
furnished  in  accordance  with  the  prison  regulations^  which  will  be  enforced  when  the  Gaol  is 
completed. 

Sault  Ste  Marie  Gaol. 

District  of  Algoma  and  The  Thunder  Bay  District  Lock-up, 

These  Gaols  were  not  visited  during  the  past  year.  In  accordance  with  thereebmmenda 
tions  contained  in  my  last  report  a new  lock-up  has  been  erected  at  Prince  Arthur’s  Landing 
and  a gaoler  appointed  to  take  charge  of  it,  under  the  directions  and  supervision  of  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  the  District. 

During  the  past  year  only  twelve  prisoners  were  committed  to  the  Sault  Ste  Marie  gaol ; 
the  cost  of  maintaining  which  amounted  to  $971*04,  and  the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s 
rations  was  thirty  cents. 

Toronto  Gaol. 

County  of  York. 

Statutory  inspection  was  made  of  this  prison  on  two  occasions  during  the  year,  viz.,  7th 
May  and  28th  August. 

At  my  first  visit  there  were  81  prisoners  in  the  Gaol,  of  whom  47  were  men,  and  34 
women.  Seven  of  this  number  had  been  committed  as  lunatics.  On  examination  five  of 
them  weie  found  to  be  proper  cases  for  treatment  in  the  Asylum  for  the  insane,  to  which  insti-  | 
tution  they  were  at  once  transferred.  | 

At  my  visit  in  August  there  were  102  prisoners  in  custody,  viz.,  45  men  and  57  women. 
Two  of  the  men,  who  had  been  committed  as  lunatics,  were  removed  to  the  Toronto  Asy-  f 
lum.  No  less  than  seventy-six  of  the  pris  >ners  fiund  in  Gaol  on  this  occasion  had  been  com-  i 
mitted  for  vagrancy,  drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct.  I saw  and  conversed  with  every  1 
prisoner  in  custody.  Two  complaints  were  received  and  examined  into.  ^ 

All  the  corridors,  cells,  and  the  domestic  portions  of  the  prison  were  examined  and  found  r; 
in  good  order  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  east  basement,  which  was  close  and  damp,  „ 
thoroughly  clean  and  well  kept.  1 

' m 
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I The  attention  of  the  Sheriff  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  framing  new  rules,  defining' 

I minutely  the  respective  duties  of  the  officers  and  turnkeys. 

During  the  past  year  1984  prisoners  were  committed  to  the  Toronto  Gaol,  being  over 
one-fourth  of  the  entire  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  all  the  Gaols  of  the  Province  for 
the  twelve  months. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  for  the  same  period  was  $14,938-81,  and  the  daily  cost 
of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  eight  and  a half  cents.  On  the  30th  May,  three  prisoners 
escaped  from  this  Gaol.  As  Commissioner  I held  an  examination  into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  these  escapes,  the  result  of  which  is  embodied  in  the  following  report,  which  was 
transmitted  to  the  Bon.  the  Provincial  Secretary: — 

Office,  Inspector  Asylums  Prisons,  &c., 

Toronto,  June  25th,  1872. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Honourable  the  Attorney- 
General  under  date  the  6th  instant,  I have  the  honour  to  repcrt  that  I have  investigated  into 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  escape,  on  the  30th  May  last,  of  three  prisoners  from 
the  Toronto  Gaol. 

The  examination  was  commenced  at  the  Toronto  Gaol  on  the  6th,  but  at  the  close  of  the 
first  day’s  proceedings  it  was  adjourned  till  the  18th  inst.,  when  it  was  again  resumed  and 
proceeded  with  until  completed. 

I now  transmit,  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  copies 
of  depositions  taken  by  me  at  the  investigation,  under  oath,  as  Commissioner,  together  with 
this  my  report  thereon. 

The  names  of  the  prisoners  who  escaped,  the  date  of  their  commitment,  and  the  offences 
for  which  they  were  committed,  were  shown  by  the  gaol  register,  and  the  evidence  of  George 
Lyttleton  Allen,  keeper  of  the  Gaol,  to  be  as  follows : — 

1st.  John  Dougherty  committed  to  Gaol  on  the  28th  April,  1872,  and  waiting  trial  on 
a charge  of  burglary,  and  shooting  at  a policeman. 

2tid.  Henry  Myers  committed  to  Gaol  on  the  20th  April,  1872,  and  waiting  trial  on  a 
charge  of  burglary. 

3rd.  John  McGuire  committed  to  Gaol  on  the  19th  February,  1872,  and  waiting  trial 
on  a charge  of  larceny. 

The  evidence  of  several  of  the  deponents  proves  beyond  doubt  that  the  escapes  took 
place  between  twenty-five  minutes  past  twelve  and  ten  minutes  to  one  p.m.,  on  the  30th  May. 
It  was  also  clearly  proven,  both  by  witnesses  and  by  an  examination  of  the  prison,  as  well  as 
of  the  implements  left  at  the  point  of  escape,  that  the  prisoners  effected  their  escape  by 
breaking  a hole  about  eighteen  inches  long,  and  twelve  inches  deep,  in  the  wall  of  the  east 
water  closet  of  the  north  male  corridor,  in  the  third  story  of  the  prison.  The  water  closet 
referred  to,  projects  at  right  angles  from  the  corridor,  and  the  aperture  was  made  in  the 
east  side  of  the  same,  and  only  a few  inches  from  its  intersection  with  the  main  building. 

The  articles  and  means  used  to  accomplish  the  escape  were,  a piece  of  iron  about  14 
inches  long,  strong  and  stiff,  which  had  been  unscrewed  from  the  margin  of  the  iron  screen 
enclosing  the  urinal  within  the  water  closet.  A piece  of  iron  steam  piping  about  eight  feet 
long,  unscrewed  from  the  waste  pipe  which  passes  through  the  adjoining  water  closet,  and 
carries  off  the  condensed  steam.  The  point  of  a broken  pickaxe  about  four  inches  long. 
Four  sheets  tied  and  twisted  together  and  fastened  to  the  iron  piping  inside  the  water  closet, 
and  suspended  through  the  hole  made  in  the  wall  by  which  they  descended  to  the  working 
yard  of  the  prison.  A plank  torn  from  the  covering  of  the  wall  in  the  woikingyard,  which 
was  placed  against  the  main  building,  close  to  the  angle  where  the  wall  dividing  the  male 
from  the  female  yard  intersects  with  the  main  building.  By  this  plank  the  prisoners  sue-  • 
ceeded  in  getting  on  the  division  wall,  which  they  ran  along  until  they  came  to  the  point 
where  it  joins  with  the  outer  yard  wall,  when  they  dropped  outside  and  made  good  their 
escape. 

It  appears  from  the  depositions  that  three  prisoners  named  Travis  (who  was  afterwards 
hanged),  Graham,  and  O’Leary,  on  the  31st  December  last  made  an  opening  in  the  wall  of 
thjp  same  water  closet,  and  at  the  same  point,  and  through  it  succeeded  by  nearly  the  same 
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means  in  escaping  from  the  prison  into  the  working  yard,  but  before  they  could  get  over  the 
yard  wall  they  were  recaptured,  and  brought  back  to  prison. 

Some  time  before  that  two  prisoners  cut  the  bars  of  a window  in  the  same  corridor,  and 
succeeded  in  making  good  their  escape.  Ever  since  the  escape  of  Travis  and  his  comrades 
through  the  opening  made  at  the  same  point,  it  appears,  from  the  evidence,  that  all  the  turn- 
keys employed  in  the  prison  looked  upon  that  part  of  the  Gaol  as  being  very  unsafe,  and  in 
passing  through  the  corridor,  they  say  they  frequently  examined  it. 

This  distrust  however  does  not  appear  to  have  been  shared  in,  or  to  have  been  a cause  of 
alarm  to  Mr.  Allen,  the  Gaoler,  for  in  his  deposition  he  states,  that  he  considered  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  repairs  made  to  the  wall,  after  Travis  effected  his  escape,  rendered  it  perfectly  safe 
for  the  custody  of  untried  prisoners  without  a special  day  guard  ; and  not  until  Myers, 
Dougherty  and  McGuire  had  made  their  escape  at  the  same  point,  did  he  look  upon  .that  part 
of  the  prison  as  being  more  unsafe  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Gaol ; although,  at  the  same, 
he  states  that  he  considers  the  whole  prison  utterly  unsafe. 

From  the  evidence  of  Turnkey  Solomon  Cassiday,  it  appears  that  he  was  the  last  gaol 
official  who  visited  the  water  closet  through  which  the  opening  was  made,  prior  to  the  escape 
of  the  prisoners,  he  states  that  he  passed  through  the  corridor  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock 
that  morning  for  the  purpose  of  locking  up  the  cells  after  the  beds  had  been  made  up,  and 
that  he  went  into  the  water  closet,  and  turned  the  door  half  ajar,  (which  when  opened  back 
would  partly  conceal  the  openings)  and  looked  at  the  wall,  and  found  it  all  right.  This 
evidence  is  partly  corroborated  by  Turnkey  Clark,  who  went  to  the  water  closet  a little  after 
six  that  morning,  at  which  time  he  says  that  he  saw  nothing  wrong. 

From  the  evidence  it  is  clear  that  no  turnkey  or  gaol  official  entered  the  corridor  In  which 
the  untried  prisoners  were  confined,  from  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning  until  the  pri- 
soners had  made  their  escape,  or  over  four  hours  ; the  corridor  door  was  opened  to  let  the  pri- 
soners out  to,  and  in  from  dinner,  but  no  official  entered  or  passed  through  the  corridor. 

The  depositions  of  the  five  prisoners  who  were  confined  in  the  same  corridor  with  the 
escaped  prisoners,  as  to  what  transpired  in  the  corridor  during  the  time  before  stated,  is  sin- 
gularly, if  not  suspiciously  similar  and  alike,  viz.,  that  the  three  escaped  prisoners,  Dough- 
erty, Myers  and  McGuire,  not  only  on  that  day,  but  generally,  kept  to  themselves  in  the  lower 
division  of  the  eorridor ; that  they  sometimes  (although  not  sworn  to  have  taken  place  that 
day),  endeavoured  to  enforce  that  isolation  by  roughness  to  the  other  prisoners  ; that  they 
(the  escaped  prisoners)  acted  on  that  day  very  much  as  on  other  da}^s  ; that  they  (the  depo- 
nents) heard  no  unusual  noise,  nor  saw  anything  that  would  lead  them  to  suspect  that  escapes 
were  being  contemplated;  and  that  during  that  time  none  of  them  went  into  the  lower  water 
closet,  from  which  the  escape  was  made.  This  uniformity  of  evidence  was  particularly  con- 
fined to  what  took  place  after  the  prisoners  had  been  locked  up  in  the  corridor  after  dinner, 
and  not  over  half  an  hour  from  the  escape.  But  before  dinner  the  prisoner  Babb  states  that 
he  did  not  see  Myers  for  a time. 

It  is  very  clear  therefore  that  the  hole  was  made  in  the  wall  some  time  during  the  four 
hours  that  the  prisoners  were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  left  alone.  And  it  is  equally  clear 
‘ from  a close  examination  of  the  wall,  that  the  whole  work  of  making  an  opening  and  prepar- 
ing the  rope  sheets,  could  with  the  implements  the  prisoners  had,  be  effected  in  fifteen  minutes 
and  without  a great  deal  of  noise. 

It  is  also  clearly  proven  that  the  three  escaped  prisoners,  along  with  the  other  untried 
prisoners  confined  in  the  same  corridor  were  taken  down  to  the  dining  room  at  twelve  that 
day.  After  dinner  they  were  taken  back  to  the  corridor  and  locked  up,  and  after  that  they 
were  not  seen  again  by  any  of  the  Gaol  officials. 

The  Gaol  at  many  points,  is  without  doubt  very  insecure  and  unsafe,  and  the  internal 
arrangements  are  exceedingly  defective. 

That  the  walls  of  the  most  important  Common  Gaol  in  the  Province  should  be  constructed 
of  brick  only  eighteen  inches  in  thickness,  and  that  one  half  of  the  prison  where  the  cells  and 
corridors  are  placed,  and  in  which  the  prisoners  are  confined,  should  be  exposed  to  the  public 
and  not  surrounded  by  a wall  to  prevent  and  cut  off  communication  between  the  inmates 
and  those  outside,  are  sufficient  evidence  of  this.  And  the  internal  arrangement  is  but  little 
better.  In  every  corridor  there  is  a recess,  under  cover  of  which  prisoners  can  skulk  out  of 
view,  which  faulty  construction  is  rendered  still  more  defective  by  the  division  of  each  corri- 
dor, by  an  arch  thrown  across,  with  a water  closet  in  each  division  of  the  corridor.  Although 


there  are  twelve  corridors  in  the  building,  communication  between  the  prisoners  can  only  be 
prevented  by  close  watching  on  the  part  of  the  Gaol  officials,  owing  to  the  corridors  all  opening 
into  a centre  hall,  between  the  corridors  and  which  there  are  only  iron  gratings.  For  this  reason 
the  male  portion  of  the  prison  is  in  too  close  proximity  to  the  female,  and  the  separation  of 
the  sexes,  which,  in  a well  arranged  and  well  conducted  prison,  should  amount  to  complete  iso- 
lation and  seclusion,  is  far  from  being  complete. 

With  all  these  structural  defects  existing  in  the  Gaol,  the  duty  of  constant  and  active 
supervision  over  the  prisoners,  on  the  part  of  every  officer  of  the  Gaol  became  an  imperative 
necessity.  That  this  duty  was  frequently  very  carelessly  performed,  and  often  utterly  neglected, 
the  evidence  now  submitted  abundantly  proves. 

The  escape  of  three  prisoners  through  the  same  part  of  the  wall ; only  five  months  before,, 
was  surely  sufficient  warning  to  the  Gaoler  that  what  had  once  been  done  would  again  be 
attempted  by  determined  and  ingenious  criminals  with  the  fear  of  many  years*^  custody  in  the 
Penitentiary  before  their  eyes. 

Although  the  gaoler  states  in  his  evidence  that  he  gave  general  instructions  to  all  the 
turnkeys  to  be  careful  in  looking  after  the  prisoners,  the  following  facts,  brought  out  at  the 
investigation,  shews  that  proper  precautionary  measures  and  care  were  not  taken  to  insure  the 
safe  custody  of  such  notorious  and  determined  criminals. 

1st.  Notwithstanding  the  previous  escapes,  the  gaoler  considered  that  the  repairs  made 
to  the  wall  rendered  it  perfectly  safe. 

2nd.  No  guard  was  placed  over  the  untried  prisoners  from  the  time  they  were  let  out 
of  their  cells  in  the  morning  until  locked  up  at  night,  during  which  time  they  had  access 
to  every  part  of  the  corridor  with  all  its  structural  defects  and  deficiencies. 

3rd.  For  at  least  four  hours  of  the  day  on  which  the  prisoners  escaped,— between  half 
past  eight  and  half  past  twelve, — no  Gaol  official  passed  through  or  examined  the  corridors  in 
which  they  were  confined. 

4th.  When  the  prisoners  had  been  locked  up  in  their  respective  corridors  after  dinner, 
every  turnkey  and  Gaol  official  went  to  dinner,  some  of  them  beyond  the  Gaol  entirely,  and  all 
of  them  outside  of  the  Gaol  proper,  leaving  the  prison  and  prisoners  and  the  prison  yards 
entirely  unguarded  during  that  time,  when  the  prisoners  escaped. 

5th.  Both  the  gaoler  and  deputy-gaoler  (known  as  head  turnkey)  were  absent  from 
the  Gaol  at  the  time  of  the  escape — the  former  in  the  City  attending  Court  and  the  latter 
at  dinner. 

6th.  No  proper  or  well  organized  system  of  searching  the  prison  and  prisoners,  seems 
to  have  been  observed,  and  what  was  done  in  that  direction  was  left  to  the  under  turnkeys, 
and  did  not  take  place  under  the  observation  of  the  Gaoler  6r  head  turnkey. 

7th.  All  the  untried  prisoners  were  placed  in  the  same  corridor,  which  enabled  confede- 
rates in  criminal  acts,  to  act  and  plot  in  concert,  although  the  gaol  officials  had  been  warned 
of  the  desperate  character  of  the  prisoners  who  escaped. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  is  very  apparent  that  the  gaol  staff  is  very  imperfectly  organized 
and  that  some  of  them  are  physically  incapacitated,  owing  to  old  age  and  other  infirmities  for 
properly  discharging  their  duties 

After  a careful  investigation  and  examination  into  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  escape  of  the  tnree  prisoners  Dougherty,  Myers  and  McGuire  from  the  Toronto  Gaol  on 
the  30th  May  last,  I am  .of  opinion  that  it  was  attributable: — 

1st.  To  the  defective  construction  and  arrangement  of  the  gaol,  which  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, renders  the  prison  unsafe  and  insecure  for  Iffie  custody  of  criminals  committed 
for  serious  offences. 

2nd.  To  carelessness  and  neglect  of  obvious  duty  on  the  part  of  the  keeper  of  the  gaol 
and  the  subordinate  officials. 

3rd.  To  lax  and  imperfect  prison  discipline,  both  in  respect  to  the  custody  and  treatment 
of  prisoners,  and  in  the  management  of  prison  affairs. 

Walkerton  Gaol. 

County  of  Bruce. 

Inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  ^he  31st  October,  when  the  various  corridors, 


cells  and  other  parts  of  the  prison  were  found  in  excellent  order,  and  thoroughly  clean  and 
neat  throughout. 

The  yards  were  also  in  very  good  order,  but  as  the  placing  of  lumber  in  them,  is  attended 
with  danger  to  the  safe  custody  of  prisoners ; its  removal  was  ordered. 

The  attention  of  the  County  (.'ouncil  was  again  called  to  the  necessity  of  dividing  off 
that  portion  of  the  yard  used  for  the  gaolers  domestic  purposes,  from  the  prison  yard.  And 
as  this  joint  occupation  was  subversive  of  Gaol  discipline,  the  immedia*;e  action  of  the  council 
was  requested,  in  order  that  it  should  be  remedied.  The  prison  floors  still  remain  as  pre- 
viously reported,  althougn,  new  flooring  has  been  provided,  and  the  sanction  of  the  council 
obtained  for  proceeding  with  the  work. 

There  were  five  prisoners  in  custody  at  my  visit,  viz.  one  man  aiid  four  women.  Throe 
of  the  latter  were  insane  or  idiotic:  two  of  whom  were  recommended  for  transfer  to  the  Lon- 
don Idiot  iksylum,  and  one  to  the  Insane  Asylum.  The  attention  of  the  gaoler  was  directed 
to  the  violation  of  the  prison  rules,  which  render  it  necessary  for  the  Gaol  matron  to  be  present 
when  the  corridors,  occupied  by  female  prisoners,  are  entered. 

An  investigation,  extending  over  four  days,  was  held  by  me,  as  Commissioner,  into 
certain  charges  preferred  against  the  Gaol  ofl&ciels  by  the  County  Attorney  of  the  County  of 
Bruce.  The  evidence  taken  at  the  investigation  was  transmitted  to  the  Honourable  Provin- 
cial Secretary. 

During  the  past  year  only  twenty-six  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol,  five  of 
whom  were  insane.  The  cost  of  maintaining  this  Gaol  for  the  year  was  $1,883  52,  and  the 
daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was,  nine  and  three-eights  cents. 

Woodstock  Gaol. 

County  of  Oxford. 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  5th  August,  and  found  in  a very  clean  and  orderly  con- 
dition. There  were  then  ten  prisoners  under  confinement, — eight  men  and  two  women.  One 
of  the  latter  was  found  to  be  insane,  and  h:.s  since  been  transferred  to  Bockwood  Asylum. 
Another  woman,  who  has  been  a long  time  in  custody  in  this  Gaol,  appeared  to  be  a proper 
subject  for  the  Idiot  Asylum.  The  necessary  papers  were  asked  for,  with  a view  to  her 
removal,  but  as  the  County  Judge  refused  to  certify,  she  still  remains  an  inmate  of  the  Gaol. 
One  man,  who  had  been  committed  as  a lunatic  had  evidently  been  restored  to  a sound  state 
of  mind,  was  discharged  from  cusjtody. 

It  was  reported  to  me  that  a death  had  taken  place  in  the  Gaol,  and  that  an  inquest  was 
held  on  the  body  when  the  following  verdict  was  rendered,  viz. — 

“We,  the  Jurors,  as  well  as  the  Coroner  for  this  District,  do  unanimously  agree  th.tt 
the  deceased  prisoner,  who  died  in  the  County  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Oxford,  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  of  May,  A.D.  1872,  died  from  the  effects  of  a fever  and  the  want  of  projper  nursing 
and  nourishment,  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  that  in  certain  or  similar  cases  a pro- 
per sick  nurse  should  be  engaged  to  carry  out  the  doctor’s  orders,  and  that  it  is  our  opinion 
that  the  said  deceased  prisoner  should  not  have  been  committed  as  a dange:ous  lunatic.” 

Seventy-eight  prisoners  were  committed  to  Gaol  for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
for  which  period  thn  cost  of  maintaining  the  Gaol  amounted  to  $3,931.  The  daily  cost  of 
each  prisoner’s  rations  was  1 cents. 

Whitby  Gaol. 

County  of  Ontario.  " 

This  Gaol  was  inspected  on  the  15th  May  and  28th  August. 

At  my  first  visit  there  were  seven  prisoners  under  confinement,  three  of  them  having- 
been  committed  as  lunatics.  One  of  this  class — a man — whatever  might  have  been  his  men- 
tal condition  at  the  time  of  commitment,  certainly  gave  no  indications  of  insanity  at  the 
time  of  my  visit.  His  discharge  was  recommended.  The  other  two,  who  were  females, 
were  recommended  for  transfer  to  Bockwood  Asylum.  One  prisoner  was  under  sentence 
of  death  for  the  murder  of  his  wife.  ' 


As  no  regular  turnkey  was  on  the  Gaol  staff,  the  Sheriff  was  requested  to  appoint  one  as 
«oon  as  possible. 

At  my  visit  to  the  Gaol  on  the  28th  August,  there  were  six  prisoners  in  custody,  three 
of  whom  were  lunatics.  At  both  visits  every  part  of  the  Gaol  was  found  in  the  most  admir- 
able order. 

One  hundred  and  forty  prisoners  were  committed  to  this  Gaol  during  the  year,  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  j/rison  for  the  same  period  was  $2,235-48.  The  daily  cost  of  each  pri- 
soner’s rations  was  nine  and  three  quarter  cents. 

Welland  Gaol. 

County  of  Welland. 

Official  inspection  was  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  8th  April,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  new  prison,  with  a view  to  accepting  it  in  its  re-constructed  state,  as  the  prison  for  the 
County  of  Welland,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Inspection  Act.  It  was 
found,  however,  on  going  over  the  Gaol  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  certain  additional 
work  done  in  order  to  render  it  perfectly  safe  and  secure. 

The  corridors  of  the  old  Gaol  were  examined,  in  which  were  found  seven  prisoners,  four 
males  and  three  females  ; all  of  the  latter  were  either  insane  or  weak  minded. 

Statutory  inspection  was  again  made  of  this  Gaol  on  the  7th  August,  when,  although  the 
new  prison  had  been  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  contractor  some  considerable  time,  and  was, 
with  the  exception  of  a few  trifling  additions,  in  a complete  state,  the  old  dilapidated  wing 
was  still  occupied  by  prisoners,  with  all  its  serious  defects. 

After  the  County  had  expended  so  much  money  in  providing  Gaol  accommodation  it  was 
a matter  of  surprise  that  a little  more  promptitude  had  not  been  shown  by  the  proper  autho- 
rities in  completing  the  necessary  additional  work,  in  order  that  the  old  prison  might  be  aban- 
doned. I recommended  that  action  should  be  at  once  taken  to  enable  this  to  be  done. 

The  Gaol  working  yard  was  still  in  a very  disorderly  and  untidy  state,  although  there  were 
no  less  than  five  able-bodied  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour  in  custody  at  that  time.  The 
Sheriff  was  instructed  to  give  orders  to  have  it  put  in  order,  and  to  have  all  the  wood  removed 
from  the  walls,  and  piled  up  in  the  centre  of  the  yard. 

The  doors  leading  into  the  yard  from  the  court-house  rear  yard  were  ordered  to  be  kept 
locked,  so  as  to  completely  separate  the  Gaol  from  the  court-house  premises. 

The  new  Gaol  kitchen  was,  at  my  visit,  used  for  a bed-room,  and  the  prison  clothing  and 
.stores  were  not  placed  in  the  store  finished  for  that  purpose.  The  Sheriff  was  instructed  to 
have  these  rooms  occupied  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended,  so  that  the  cooking 
and  washing  might  be  done  by  prisoners,  under  the  direction  of  the  Gaol  officials. 

Nine  prisoners  were  found  in  custody,  viz.,  7 men  and  2 women,  the  two  last  named 
were  found  to  be  insane.  One  of  them  had  been  under  confinement  for  over  four  months, 
and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  wag  found  in  the  most  miserable  condition,  being  nearly  nude, 
and  owing  to  her  dirty  habits,  and  destructive  propensities,  was  confined  in  a cell  bedded  with 
saw-dust,  with  only  rags  for  bedding,  still  no  steps  had  been  taken  either  by  Sheriff,  Judge, 
or  Gaol  Surgeon  to  have  an  examination  made  or  the  statutory  papers  prepared  in  order  that 
so  urgent  a subject  might  be  transferred  to  an  Asylum. 

Examination  was  made  into  the  escape  of  a prisoner  from  the  working  yard  of  the  Gaol, 
when  it  was  found  that  it  was  attributable  to  carelessness  in  leaving  the  prisoner  unguarded 
while  in  the  yard. 

During  the  past  year  103  prisoners  passed  through  this  Gaol.  The  cost  of  maintaining 
for  the  same  period  was  $1,561,  and  the  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner’s  rations  was  10|  cents. 
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I herewith  transmit  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  Asylums 
for  the  Insane  ; the  Principals  of  the  Ontario  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Dumb 
and  the  Blind,  and  the  Physicians  of  the  same  ; together  with  those  of  the  Warden, 
Chaplains,  and  Surgeon  of  the  Provincial  Reformatory,  Penetanguishene,  each  giving  an 
account  of  their  respective  Institutions,  and  the  working  of  the  same  during  the  past 
year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency’s 

Most  obedient  servant. 


Office  of  the  Inspector  of 

Asylums,  Prisons,  &c.,  Ontario. 


John  W.  Langmuir, 

Inspector, 


« 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT 


OF 


For  the  Twelve  Months  ending  30th  September,  1872. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  ASYLUM 

FOR  INSANE,  TORONTO. 

J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq. 

Inspector  of  Asylums,  &c.  &c. 

Sir, — I respectfully  submit  to  you  tbe  following  report  of  the  Toronto  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  for  the  official  year  ending  30th  September,  1872,  being  the  32nd  of  the  institution 
from  its  commencement,  and  embracing  the  first  quarter  of  my  twentieth  year  of  service,  aa 


Medical  Superintendent. 

The  operations  for  the  year  just  closed  have  been 

as  follow : — 
Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Remaining  in  1st  October,  1871 

288 

* 309 

597 

Admitted  since 

98 

50 

148 

386 

359 

745 

Discharged  in  the  ye.ir 

........  44 

34 

78 

Died  “ 

27 

11 

38 

Eloped 

9 

0 

2 

Total  reduction . . 

73 

45 

118 

Remaining  in  1st  October,  1872  

313 

314 

627 

The  admissions  in  the  past  year  have  been  26  less  ; the  discharges,  including  elopers*, 
two  more;  and  the  deaths,  ten  more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Nationalities. 

The  nationalities  of  the  148  admitted  have  been  as  follow  : — 


Born  in  England 30 

‘‘  Ireland  33 

Scotland 14 

“ Canada 64 

“ United  States 3 

••  other  countries 4 


Total 148 
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The  following  have  been  the  nationalities  of  the  total  admitted  since  the  first  opening  of 


the  Asylum : — 

Born  in  England 674 

“ Ireland 1455 

“ Scotland 600 

“ Canada  976 

“ United  States 144 

“ other  countries 129 


Total 3978 


The  preceding  figures  I regard  as  quite  uninstructive,  in  isolated  position.  Insanity  is 
an  infirmity  of  our  common  nature,  from  which  no  nationality  affords  immunity;  and  its 
incidence  comes  nearer  to  equality  in  all  countries  than  may  generally  be  believed. 

Religious  Distinctions. 


For  the  past  year  : — 

English  Church 31 

Presbyterian 39 

Methodist  • 29 

Roman  Catholic 36 

All  others 13 


Total 148 

For  the  whole  time : — 

English  Church 1208 

Presbyterian 913 

Methodist 583 

Roman  Catholic 932 

All  others 342 


Total 3978 


The  above  figures  may  afford  useful  information,  if  discreetly  applied,  to  the  clergy  of 
the  several  denominations  represented ; and,  perhaps,  it  may  here  be  respectfully  observed, 
that  exultation  over  the  comparative  paucity  of  a denomination,  is  a poor  substitute  for  that 
visitation  in  affliction,  which  was  inculcated  by  the  Divine  Teacher. 

It  is  a mistake  to  believe  that  Sabbath. day  preaching  to  the  insane  is  the  best  means  of 
religious  instruction  or  consolation.  Every  case  of  insanity  has  its  ownjpeculiar  delusions  and 
requirements,  which  are  to  be  learned  and  ministered  to  only  by  means  of  individual  experience. 
A sermon  which  may  be  suited  to  a miscellaneous  congregation  of  sane  people,  may  not  be 
equally  profitable  to  an  insane  assemblage,  however  discreetly  selected.  I have  known  in- 
stances of  patients,  misapplying,  perhaps,  the  preacher’s  words,  going  direct  from  church 
service  to  suicidal  attempts.  There  is  one  in  this  house,  whose  restoration  I regarded  as 
consummated,  until  I had  the  misfortune  of  giving  her  leave  to  go  outside  to  church.  What 
she  there  heard  horrified  her,  and  has  continued,  to  do  so.  How  appropriate  the  discourse 
may  have  been  to  a congregation  free  from  all  taint  of  insane  tendency  I cannot  say,  yet  how 
few  congregations  may  there  be  in  which  incubating  insanity  is  absent. 

Civil  State. 

The  civil  state,  as  to  marriage,  of  the  total  admitted,  has  been ; 

Men.  Women.  Total. 

Married  ( including  widowed) 952  1220  2172 

Single 1137  669  1806 


Total 


2089 


1889 


3978 
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The  previous  residence  of  those  admitted  in  the  past  year,  and  in  all  preceding  years,  in 
shown  in  the  following  tables : — 


Western. 

Eastern. 

Prior  to  Last 

Prior  to 

Last 

ast  year.  year. 

Total. 

last  year. 

year. 

Total. 

Algoma  District 

2 

1 

3 

Carleton  County 

. 40 

0 

40 

*Biant,  County 

71 

0 

71 

Dundas  ‘‘  

..  11 

3 

1 4 

*Bruce  “ ...., 

12 

0 

12 

Durham  “ 

129 

9 

A 

*Elgin  ‘‘  

. 46 

0 

46 

Frontenac  “ 

. 49 

0 

X clO 

•^Essex  ‘‘  

28 

0 

28 

Glenararrv  “ 

24 

0 

24 

Grey  “ ... 

45 

7 

52 

Grenville  ‘‘  

. 21 

1 

22 

"*^Haldimand 

36 

2 

38 

Hastings  ‘‘  

64 

4 

58 

Hal  ton 

103 

3 

106 

Lanark  and  B,enfrew  (3  2) 

1 71 

5 

76 

* Huron 

88 

0 

88 

Lennox  and  Addington  .... 

. 23 

1 

24 

*Kent 

36 

0 

36 

Leeds • 

. 55 

4 

59 

^Lambton 

43 

0 

43 

Northumberland 

. 127 

8 

13& 

Lincoln 

126 

4 

130 

Ontario 

114 

4 

118 

♦Middlesex 

96 

2 

98 

Peterboro’ 

. 76 

3 

79 

♦Monk 

1 

0 

1 

Prescott 

. 18 

0 

18 

♦Norfolk 

30 

0 

30 

Prince  Edward... 

. 36 

1 

37 

♦Oxford 

. 45 

1 

46 

Russell 

4 

0 

4 

Peel 

. Ill 

5 

116 

Stormont 

. 59 

0 

59 

♦Perth  

70 

1 

71 

Victoria 

. 20 

1 

21 

Simcoe 

114 

7 

121 

City  of  Kingston 

. 97 

0 

97 

♦Waterloo 

58 

2 

60 

“ Ottawa 

. 40 

1 

41 

Welland 

56 

1 

57 

Rockwood  Asylum, 

1 

0 

1 

Wellington 

153 

9 

162 

Provl.  Penitentiary 

. '14 

0 

14 

Wentworth 

130 

4 

134 

Province  of  Quebec 

5 

1 

6 

York 

325 

8 

333 

City  of  Toronto 

685 

34 

719 

“ Hamilton 

156 

11 

167 

♦ “ London 

25 

0 

25 

State  of  Michigan 

1 

0 

1 

Unassignable,  East  & West 

40 

0 

40 

2732 

102  2834 

1098 

46 

1144 

Total,  Western  and  Eastern 3830  148  3978 

The  Counties  marked  thus  *,  in  the  Western  Division,  having  been  assigned  to  the  Lon- 
don Asylum,  have  sent  their  insane  to  that  institution,  with  the  exception  of  a few  warrant 
and  pay  patients.  The  Counties  and  Cities  of  the  Eastern  Division,  showing  low  numbers, 
or  none,  have,  1 believe,  sent  their  insane  to  the  Rockwood  Asylum. 

The  one  patient  from  Michigan,  in  the  Western  Division  table,  was,  under  your  permis- 
sion, admitted  exceptionally,  into  the  superior  male  ward,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  week. 
He  was  taken  home  by  his  friends  nearly  recovered,  on  27th  September  ult. 

The  six  from  the  Province  of  Quebec  were,  in  accordance  with  the  By-law  relating  to 
pay  patients  from  other  British  Provinces,  admitted  at  five  dollars  per  week.  Two  them 
were  discharged. 

As  the  superior  male  ward  is  not  yet  filled,  no  objection  can  be  made  to  occupancy  of 
some  of  its  beds  by  patients  not  belonging  to  Ontario ; but  the  superior  female  ward  is  now 
fully  occupied,  consequently  it  can  receive  no  more  of  this  class  ; and  should  vacancies  be 
required  for  the  highest  rate  pay  patients  of  our  own  Province,  those  from  Quebec  Province 
must,  as  the  bonds  given  provide,  be  removed. 

Warrant  Cases. 

The  following  table  exhibits  tbe  whole  of  the  cases  admitted  under,  warrant  of  the  Lieut.- 
Governor,  from  the  commencement  of  this  system  of  disposing  of  gaol  lunatics,  in  1869: — . 
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Date  of 
Admission. 

Register 

Number. 

Gaol  whence  sent. 

Issue  or  Prospect. 

1869...  Aug.  6... 
Oct.  10... 
“ 22 

3526 

Wentworth  

Incurable. 

3543 

Do. 

3544 

York 

Do. 

Dec.  30... 
1870.. .Jan.  20... 
Mar.  1... 
“ 1 

3562 

Victoria 

Do. 

3568 

Peel  

Do. 

3582 

Leeds  

Do. 

3583 

Hastings 

Discharged  21st  January,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 15... 

May  17... 
July  7... 
Sept.  2... 
“ 24 

3588 

York  .r. 

3609 

Welland  

Do. 

3623 

York 

Do. 

3644 

Welland  

Do. 

3650 

W entworth 

Do. 

“ 26... 

“ 26 

3653 

Discharged  25th  May,  1871. 
Discharged  21st  March,  1871. 
Incurable. 

3654 

“ 27... 

“ 28  1 

3655 

Norfolk  

3656 

Grey 

Doubtful. 

Oct.  11... 
“ 15... 

3660 

YoA 

Discharged  10th  May,  1871. 
Discharged  10th  January,  1871. 
Incurable. 

3666 

Perth  

“ 20 

3672 

W entworth 

“ 20 

3073 

Incurable,  but  dischd.  26th  July,  ’71. 
Discharged  2nd  April,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 27...! 

“ 28 

3682 

York..r. 

3683 

Peterboro’ 

3684 

Oxford 

Do. 

“ 4 

3685 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Do. 

“ 12... 
“ 14 

3688 

Perth 

Do. 

3089 

Hastings 

Do. 

“ 15 

3690 

Lennox  and  Addington 

Discharged  16th  May,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 22 

3694 

W aterloo 

“ 22 

3695 

Perth 

Do. 

Dec.  2... 
“ 6 

3699 

Grey 

Discharged  17th  March,  1871. 
Doubtful. 

3700 

Peterboro’  

10... 

3706 

W entworth 

Died  10th  January,  1871. 
Died  6th  April,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 10... 

3707 

Wellington 

“ 10... 

3708 

Do 

“ 10... 

3709 

Lennox  and  Addington 

Do. 

“ 19... 

3714 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Discharged  7th  December,  1871. 
Discharged  17th  April,  1871. 
Discharged  26th  June,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 27.. 

3716 

York 

“ 27... 

3717 

Do 

“ 28... 

3719 

Ontario 

1871. ..Jan.  3... 

3721 

Halton 

Discharged  17th  April,  1871. 
Discharged  21st  April,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 14 

3726 

Peel  

25.  . 

3729 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Feb.  16... 

3735 

Wellington  ....*. 

Died  19th  December,  1871. 
Doubtful. 

“ 22... 

3736 

York 

Mar.  3... 

3739 

Do 

Incurable. 

“ 7... 

8... 

3743 

3744 

Lincoln 

Wentworth 

Discharged  7th  August,  1872. 
Discharged  1st  October,  1871 
Died  22nd  January,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 9... 

3745 

Peterboro’  

“ 30... 

3751 

Do ■ 

“ 30... 

3752 

Do 

Very  doubtful. 
Incurable. 

April  20... 
“ 24... 

3762 

York 

3764 

Wellington 

Do. 

“ 24... 

3765 

York 

Discharged  22nd  June,  1871. 
Incurable. 

“ 24... 

3766 

Do 

“ 26... 

3768 

1 Carleton 

Doubtful. 

“ 26... 

3769 

Do 

Died  10th  J uly,  1872. 

Very  doubtful. 

Discharged  8th  May,  1872. 
Incurable. 

“ 27  .. 

3770 

Leeds 

May  4... 
“ 10... 

3775 

Carleton  

3777 

Prescott  and  Russell 

“ 17... 

3778 

Wellington 

Died  2nd  January,  1872. 
Discharged  2nd  May,  1872. 
Idiot. 

“ 25... 

3781 

Lincoln  

June  9... 

3784 

York 

“ 19... 

3786 

Lincoln 

Discharged  14th  May,  1872. 
Incurable. 

“ 26... 

3790 

York 

July  4... 
“ 26... 

3795 

Do 

Discharged  6th  June,  1872. 
Discharged  23rd  April,  1872. 
Incurable. 

3802 

Hastings 

“ 26... 

3804 

York 

“ 27... 

3806 

Peterboro’ 

Do. 

Aug.  2... 
“ 4... 

3809 

Carleton  

Do. 

3812 

York 

Eloped  9th  November,  1871. 
Doubtful. 

“ 7... 

3814 

Simcoe 

Sept.  1... 
“ 6... 

3823 

Lanark  and  Renfrew 

Incurable. 

3826 

Ontario 

I Discharged  3rd  July,  1872. 

1 Incurable. 

' Discharged  2nd  May,  1872. 

“ 19... 

. Oct.  13... 

3829 

3834 

Rockwood  Asylum 

Hastings  
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Date  of 
Admission. 

Register 

Number. 

Gaol  whence  sent. 

Issue  or  Prospect. 

1871...  Oct.  17... 
“ 21 

3836 

Very  doubtful. 

Discharged  15th  April,  1872. 
Very  doubtful. 

Incurable. 

3837 

Nov.  7 

3843 

Lanark  and  Addington 

“ 22 

3847 

“ 23 

3848 

Doubtful. 

“ 24 

3849 

Lanark  and  Renfrew 

Do. 

Dec.  5 . 

3852 

Do.  

Incurable. 

“ 5 

3853 

Do.  

Do. 

“ 12 

3855 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Do. 

“ 12  . 

3856 

York 

Do. 

“ 30  .. 

3860 

Do 

Very  doubtful. 
Doubtful. 

1872  . Jan.  8 

3865 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

“ 24 

3868 

York 

Curable. 

Feb.  7.. 

3872 

Grey 

Discharged  7th  June,  1872. 
Discharged  15th  April,  1872. 
Discharged  1st  May,  1872. 
Discharged  20th  August,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 13.. 

3875 

Peterboro’  

“ 15... 

3876 

Ontario 

“ 26... 

“ 26... 

3880 

3881 

Wentworth 

Do 

“ 28 

3882 

Grey 

Do. 

Mar.  14  . 

3889 

Peterboro’ 

Discharged  17th  May,  1872. 
Incurable. 

“ 18... 

3890 

Yictoria 

“ 25... 

3894 

Dundas 

Curable. 

April  9... 
“ 10... 

3897 

York 

Incurable. 

3899 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Doubtful. 

“ 10 

3900 

Do.  Do.  

Discharged  25th  July,  1872. 
Discharged  6th  J une,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 11... 

3901 

York  

“ 11 

3902 

Do 

“ 11... 

3903 

Do 

Discharged  12th  J uly,  1872. 
Discharged  11th  July,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 12... 

3904 

Leeds  

“ 12 

3905 

1 Siincoe 

“ 12  .. 

3906 

Do 

Do. 

“ 12... 

3909 

W ent  worth 

Discharged  15th  June,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 27... 

3914 

Carleton 

May  2... 
“ 2.. 

3915 

Wentworth 

Do. 

3916 

Peel 

Discharged  2nd  September,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 4... 

3219 

Waterloo 

“ 18... 

3923 

Prince  Edward 

Curable. 

“ 29... 

3927 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Do. 

June  3... 

3928 

Grey  

Incurable — Idiot. 

“ 3... 

3929 

Haldimand 

Discharged  25th  July,  1872. 
Probably  curable. 

Doubtful. 

July  3... 
“ 11... 

3946 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

3947 

Lincoln  

“ 15... 

3949 

Algoma  

Discharged  2nd  September,  1872. 
Doubtful. 

“ 29... 

3953 

York 

“ 29... 

3954 

Do 

Incurable. 

“ 29... 

3955 

Simcoe  . . 

Do. 

Aug.  7... 
“ 20... 

3956 

Ontario 

Curable. 

3958 

Durham  and  Northumberland 

Incurable. 

“ 20... 

3959 

Do.  Do.  

Do. 

“ 27... 

3961 

York 

Doubtful. 

Sept.  10... 
“ 24... 

3957 

Grey 

Incurable. 

3964 

W ent  wosth 

Doubtful. 

Total 127 


Of  the  preceding  127  warrant  patients,  6 have  died,  1 has  eloped,  and  38  have  been  dis- 
charged, thus  leaving  81  still  resident;  of  these  81,  49  may  be  designated  as  certainly  in- 
curable, 22  as  doubtful,  and  5 very  doubtful.  The  curable,  and  probably  curable,  amount 
to  only  6.  I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  should  the  system  of  transfer  by  warrant, 
from  the  gaols,  be  continued,  there  will  very  soon  be  no  available  beds  for  other  cases ; and  it 
is  well  known  to  me  that  gaol  lunatics  are  by  no  means  the  most  dangerous  or  troublesome ; 
whilst,  with  regard  to  improvement  of  the  asylum  finances,  all^  that  will  be  collected  for  sup- 
port oJF  the  few  warrant  patients,  said  to  be  able  to  pay,  will  be  very  trifling.  The  injustice 
of  depriving  of  asylum  benefits  those  who  have  contributed  most  to  the  erection  of  our  build- 
ings, and  who  would  pay  for  their  asylum  maintenance,  simply  in  order  to  empty  the  county 
gaols  (which,  practically,  means  to  draw  into  them  two  for  every  one  taken  out),  seems  to  me 
a great  evil.  To  fill  our  beds  with  incurables  is  but  to  multiply  the  numbers  of  this  class, 
by  excluding  curables.  In  May  last  a woman,  aged  70,  died  here  after  nearly  ten  years’^ 
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residence.  She  was  sent  in  from  gaol  as  a dangerous  lunatic.  As  well  might  the  local 
authorities  have  laid  hold  of  the  first  child  to  be  met  on  the  streets,  under  this  charge. 
Allowing  the  long  average  of  12  months  for  residence  of  curable  patients,  this  woman,  when 
all  beds  were  full  (as  they  almost  constantly  are,  and  many  acute  cases  are  kept  out  from  want 
of  vacancies),  would  represent  ten  probably  curable,  converted  by  delay  into  incurable,  lunatics. 
It  seems,  however,  to  be  impossible  to  make  on  the  public  mind  any  rational  impression  in 
relation  to  this  evil.  The  friends  of  really  dangerous  and  troublesome  lunatics,  who  undergt* 
untold  and  untellable  hardships  in  guarding  them  at  home,  and  who  submit  to  any  amount  of 
trouble  and  expense,  rather  than  send  them  to  goal,  readily  admit  the  injustice  and  impolicy 
of  keeping  out  such  cases ; but  the  friends  of  the  chronic  and  incurable  insane,  and  the  local 
authorities,  fail  to  view  the  matter  in  the  same  light.  Truly,  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  a 
paucity  of  vacancies  among  a multitude  of  importunate  claimants,  is  the  most  harrassing  of 
all  a medical  superintendent’s  duties.  It  is  impossible  to  oblige  all,  and  it  would  be  unjust 
stewardship  to  avoid  making  enemies  at  the  expense  of  conscience  and  discriminating 
humanity. 

Paying  Patients. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I furnished  a return  of  the  paying  patients  of  the  institution 
from  which  it  appeared  that  a revenue  of  over  $13,000  was  derivable  from  this  class,  and  I 
predicted  that  a gradual  augmentation  would  take  place.  During  the  year  since  elapsed^  the 
following  have  been  the  movements  of  paying  patients : — 


At  $3  per  week,  admitted 6 

“ discharged 5 

died 2 

Decrease 1 

At  $2  per  week,  admitted ...21 

“ discharged - 14 

“ died...^ 2 

Increase 5 

At  $4  per  week,  admitted 23 

“ discharged 12 

“ died  3 

Increase 8 

At  $5  per  week,  admitted 1 

• Increase  1 

At  $1  per  week,  discharged 1 

Decrease 1 

Total  increase 5 at  $2  = $520  per  annum. 

« 8 at  $4  - 1664  “ 

“ ,lat$5  = 260 

^ Increase $2444  “ 

Total  decrease .1  at  $3  = $156  ‘‘ 

“ 1 at  $1  ~ 52  '' 

$208 

Net  increase $2236 
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Admissions. 

The  total  applications  for  admission  in  the  year  have  been  282,  and,  as  the  admissions 
have  been  only  148,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  arrearage  has  been  fallen  into.  All  applications  by 
Sheriffs  for  warrant  cases  have  been  promptly  met ; but  as  these  have  been,  with  two  excep- 
tions, exclusively  females,  no  injustice  has  yet  been  done,  unless  prospectively,  and  of  this 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  Of  the  134  unadmitted,  37  were  awarded  admission,  but  their 
friends  declined  to  avail  of  the  vacancies  offered.  A few  politely  acknowledged  the  letters  of 
award,  but  the  majority,  as  usual,  observed  silence. 

The  following  figures  represent,  approximately,  the  character  of  the  148  cases  admitted 


in  the  year : — 

Discharged 39 

Died 6 

Remaining—curable  13 

“ doubtful 31 

“ very  doubtful 14 

incurable 45 

Total 148 


Of  the  39  discharged  from  patients  admitted  within  the  year,  32  had  recovered,  6 were  im- 
proved, and  1 was  unimproved.  Those  not  recovered  were  discharged  by  desire  of  their 
friends. 

The  number  of  Paretics  admitted  in  the  year  has  been  only  ten,  against  17  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  4 of  the  10  have  been  in  women — certainly  a very  unusual  proportion,  and 
almost  equal  to  the  whole  female  cases  of  eighteen  previous  years.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
all,  of  both  sexes,  will  prove  uncurable. 

The  like  prognosis  may  be  given  of  the  epileptics  admitted,  as  well  those  of  the  last  year 
as  of  almost  all  preceding. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  observe  that  some  warrant  patients,  stated  by  gaol 
surgeons  to  be  free  from  epilepsy,  have  been  found  to  be  subjects  of  this  malady;  one,  of 
whom,  as  to  this  disease,  the  gaol  surgeon’s  report  was,  “ do  not  know,”  had  a severe  fit  the 
second  night  after  admission  here,  and  he  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  violent  epileptics  in  the 
asylum.  The  gaol  attendants  surely  were  not  very  close  observers,  or  they  must  have  been 
very  reticent  towards  the  doctor. 

The  number  of  epileptics  now  in  is  26 — males,  20,  females,  6.  Of  the  latter,  one  was 
certified  to  have  been  epileptic  before  admission,  but  she  has  never  had  a fit  here,  though 
resident  over  five  years.  The  disparity  between  the  number  of  male  and  female  epileptics 
may  be  deserving  of  attention.  As  to  the  cause,  I prefer  to  be  silent.  Not  long  since  a young 
epileptic  died.  The  description  of  the  case  given  by  the  medical  applicant,  clearly  showed  it 
to  be  one  of  severe  epileptic  mania.  I felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  that  the  parents  be 
apprized  of  the  hopelessness  of  the  case ; but  the  applicant  wrote  to  me  he  had  discovered 
another  exciting  cause  which  rendered  the  ease  less  unpromising.  Should  I name  this  miti- 
gating agency,  no  asylum  tyro  could  suppress  a smile. 

Among  the  cases  admitted  have  been  four  of  dipsomania.  It  is  doubtful  whether  mental 
aberration  of  this  sort  falls  legitimately  within  the  nosology  of  insanity.  Certainly,  the  four 
cases  sent  into  this  asylum  in  the  past  year  were  but  of  ephemeral  duration,  so  far  as 
might  be  concluded  from  the  manifestations  of  mental  incompetence.  One  showed  no  insanity 
whatever  after  admission ; a second  showed  merely  that  depression  of  animal  spirits  conse- 
quent on  deprivation  of  other  spirits ; the  other  two,  having  indulged  copiously  up  to  the 
hour  of  entrance,  appeared  erazy  enough  to  impress  their  medical  examiners  with  conviction 
of  their  insanity.  Asylum  physicians  can  hardly  accord  to  mental  alienation  of  this  sort  a 
legitimate  position  in  the  ranks  of  true  lunacy.  They  are  not  accustomed  to  see  lunatics 
subsiding  into  rationality  within  a few  hours,  or  days  after  entering  ; and  their  doubts  can- 
not be  weakened  by  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the  great  majority  of  lunatics  coming  under 
their  charge  have  been  persons  of  temperate  habits.  Of  the  148  patients  admitted  in  the 
past  year,  14,  including  the  4 dipsomaniacs,  were  certified  to  have  been,  generally  or  occasion- 
ally, intemperate,  and  5 to  have  become  so  after  manifestations  of  insanity.  The  remainder 
10 


146 


have  been  stated  to  be  temperate,  and  I am  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  certificates  io 
this  relation.  Medical  examiners  are  not  liable  to  error  in  so  palpable  a fact. 

That  some  provision  for  the  care  and  proper  treatment  of  inebriates  is  badly  wanted  io 
this  Province,  there  can  be  no  doubt ; but  that  these  unfortunates  are  fit  inmates  of  a luna.tic 
asylum,  every  one  who  has  had  them  in  charge  must  regard  as  an  absurdity  and  a cruelty. 
Within  24  or  48  hours  after  entrance,  they  find  themselves  mixed  up  with  mental  wrecks  as 
diverse  from  themselves  as  midnight  from  noon-day  sun-burst.  Can  such  association  conduce 
to  self-respect  or  good  moral  resolve?  One  fact,  at  least,  is  certain;  their  insane  companions 
are  not  improved  by  their  presence.  Dissatisfied  themselves,  and  too  often  disposed  to  magnify 
the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  which  the  discipline  of  an  insane  hospital  unavoidably  presents,  their 
dissatisfaction  becomes  contagious.  One  dipsomaniac  may  upset  the  comfort  and  quietude  of  a 
whole  ward.  Assuredly,  the  physician  whose  fate  it  is  to  minister  to  their  form  of  mental 
disease  enjoys  no  sinecure.  He  may  hourly  meet,  and  parry  off,  the  importunities  for  libera- 
tion of  those  of  dethroned  mind,  who  are  easily  diverted  from  one  subject  to  another,  and  who,, 
by  adroit  management,  may  be  parted  from  in  smiles  and  renovated  content ; but  it  is  not  so 
with  the  de-alcholised  inebriate.  Many  of  this  class,  perliaps  the  great  majority,  are  persons  of 
superior  mental  capacity  and  culture,  and  the  asylum  physician  who  tries  to  liberate  himself  from: 
the  meshes  of  their  logic  and  plausibility,  by  any  of  his  stereotyped  shiftings  of  position,  finds 
himself  awkwardly  at  fault.  They  will  hold  him  to  their  primary  point  and  purpose,  and  he 
must  escape  from  the  discussion  a discomfited,  if  not  sometimes  an  irritated,  combatant,  for 
they  understand  how  to  be  offensive.  Their  insane  associates  see  his  disadvantage,  and  some 
of  them  do  not  fail  to  rejoice  in  it. 

When  one  approaches  the  subject  of  provision  for  inebriates,  its  magnitude  is  almost 
disheartening.  There  are  more  inebriates  than  lunatics  in  this  Province  requiring  benevolent 
protection  ; and  there  are  more  families  suffering  under  the  consequences  of  intemperance, 
than  under  all  the  domestic  horrors  and  disquietudes  of  insanity.  If  every  tavern  in  Ontario 
represents  only  one  inebriate,  requiring  asylum  provision,  this  estimate  falls  far  short.  Pes- 
toration  of  the  curable  insane,  when  they  are  timeously  submitted  to  asylum  treatment,  is  not 
a very  tedious  process ; but  the  reclamation  of  inebriates  is  not  to  be  achieved  in  any  brief 
period  of  time.  It  is,  I think,  the  belief  of  all  physicians  of  inebriate  asylums,  that  isolation 
from  all  possibility  of  temptation  for  one  year  at  least,  or,  much  more  likely  for  complete  cure„ 
for  two  years,  is  indispensable.  To  those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  the  redemption,  the  expen- 
diture is  a good  investment.  But  what  are  the  pecuniary  remaining  means  of  the  vast 
majority  of  inebriates,  whom  public  opinion  and  magisterial  judgment  would  consign  to  asylum 
seclusion  ? It  is  useless  to  expend  mere  sentimental  ventilation  on  a matter  involving  so 
huge  a fiscal  requirement,  and  to  overlook  the  reluctancy  of  our  people  to  undergo  augmented 
taxation.  We  may  “ call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,”  but  they  come  not  at  our  call. 

Lunatic  asylums  are  in  all  countries  costly  edifices  (even  the  fifty  per  cent,  ones),  but  in- 
ebriate asylums,  such  as  I have  yet  seen,  are  still  more  costly,  and  are  more  costly  maintained. 
The  inebriate  asylum  at  Binghamton,  New  York  State,  charges  ten  dollars  per  week  to  all 
inmates  belonging  to  the  State,  and  twenty  dollars  to  all  from  outside  the  S^te.  Of  what 
utility  to  the  vast  majority  of  inebriates  would  such  an  asylum  be  in  our  Province?  Verily, 
if  this  subject  is  to  be  discussed  with  any  prospect  of  a rational  practical  solution,  it  must  be 
rationally  and  practically  approached.  All  philanthropic  movement,  in  this  region,  means 
increased  taxation.  Let  us  then  proclaim  the  need  and  the  want  in  one  breath.  This  will 
save  time  and  economise  eloquence.  But  our  philanthropy  is  spasmodic,  and  becomes  tran- 
quilized  when  an  incorrigible  drinker  is  consigned  to  gaol,  or  sent  thence  to  infest  a lunati© 
asylum.  This  is  cheap  charity,  and,  therefore,  it  is  a permanent  epidemic. 

Discharges, 

The  discharges  of  the  year  have  been  78 — the  same  number  as  in  the  preceding  year.  Two 
elopements  being  added,  they  amount  to  80.  Calculation  of  percentages,  either  on  the  ad- 
missions, or  on  the  total  under  treatment,  is  hardly  worth  the  trouble.  An  asylum  which 
would  build  up  a reputation  from  its  statistic  tables,  is  on  the  wrong  road  to  public  good 
opinion.  The  good  results  of  humane  and  skilful  treatment  of  insanity  are  not  to  be  soughtJ 
for  in  figures.  The  sagacious  visitor  will  prefer  inspection  of  the  dinner-tables,  and  substan-  ;: 
tial  assurance  of  general  bodily  and  mental  comforts.  - 'J 


147 


If  he  visits  from  time  to  time,  and  marks  the  progress  made  by  the  acutely  insane,  from 
automatic  fury,  or  persistent  restlessness  and  clamour,  back  towards  rational  calm  and  nor- 
mal demeanour, — if  he  sees  the  chronic  insane  cheerful,  industrious,  docile,  and  on  easy  terms 
of  intimacy  with  their  guardians  and  attendants,  he  will  care  little  for  the  figures,  or  the 
figures  of  speech,  of  printed  reports. 

An  asylum  which  receives  a large  number  of  recent  acute  cases  will  show  a large  number 
of  recoveries,  and  it  will  probably  show  a high  death  rate.  On  the  other  hand,  an  asylum 
which  can,  fromTthe  occupancy  of  nine-tenths  of  its  beds  by  incurables,  who  must  continue 
its  pensioners  for  life,  present  but  an  inadequate  supply  of  accommodation  for  new  cases,  will 
receive  many  of  these  in  the  chronic  stages.  ‘ It  will  therefore  show  poor  figures  in  its  table 
of  discharges. 

In  Canada  we  perhaps  err  on  the  right  side,  in  retaining,  for  life,  those  who  fail  of  re- 
covery of  reason ; but  we  should  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  cost  of  the  s}^stem,  nor  to  its  conse- 
c(uences  on  the  recently  insane.  If  we  are  to  perpetuate  the  system,  we  must  go  on  building 
new  asylums.  We  should  not  procrastinate,  for  assuredly  delay  is  but  the  equivalent  of  ac- 
cumulation of  incurables,  who  might  have  recovered  if  timely  subjected  to  proper  treatment. 
The  mental  condition  of  78  discharged  in  the  past  year  was  as  follows 

Recovered  57 

Improved,  and  much  improved  IT 

Unimproved 4 

78 

The  two  who  eloped  were  in  a state  of  fair  mental  competency.  One  was  so  rational  as 
to  make  his  way  to  Buffalo,  and  there  to  resume  his  occupation  as  a skilful  machinist,  at  good 
wages.  His  insanity  was  manifested  exclusively  in  jealousy  of  his  wife,  unfounded,  no  doubt, 
as  all  jealousy  usually  is. 

The  second  eloper  had  become,  by  repetition,  an  expert  in  the  process.  He  finally  made 
himself  a key  of  tough  wood,  and  let  himself  out,  at  a suitable  time  in  the  evening.  He  was 
pursued  unsuccessfully.  I learned  subsequently  his  whereabouts , but  the  farmer  for  whom 
he  was  working,  declared  he  was  not  insane,  and  would  not  part  with  him. 

As  our  Statutes  relating  to  confinement  of  lunatics  in  asylums,  are  silent  on  the  subject 
of  capture  of  elopers,  whilst,  I believe,  those  of  England  make  definite  provision  for  this  ne- 
cessary service,  it  might  be  well  to  amend  ours  in  this  relation.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  time 
will  never  come  when  the  insane  will  be  unable  to  elope  from  asylums.  I can  imagine  no 
more  direful  reversion  of  our  modern  system  of  treatment,  than  this  impossibility  would  in- 
volve. Nor  is  it  to  be  believed  that  successful  elopement  is  never  attended  with  good  result. 
I have  known  more  than  one  instance,  in  which  recovery  of  mental  power  was  produced  by 
this  achievement.  Had  these  patients  been  captured,  and  brought  back  to  closer  asylum 
surveillance,  who  will  assert  that  they  ever  would  have  become,  as  they  did,  rational,  self 
supporting  members  of  society  ? 

Not  long  since  the  sister  of  a patient  who  eloped  from  an  outside  working  party,  and, 
after  a two  days  ramble,  returned  of  his  own  accord,  expressed  her  astonishment  that  any 
one  could  escape  from  this  asylum  : yet  almost  in  the  same  breath  she  told  me  it  took  four  or 
five  to  watch  him  at  home,  and  bring  him  back  from  his  wanderings.  What  this  woman’s 
sylvan  conceptions  of  asylum  government  have  been,  may  not  be  difficult  to  surmise.  I asked 
her — did  she  believe  she  was  herself  too  stupid  to  be  able  to  escape.  She  much  approved  of  our 
giving  her  brother  plenty  of  liberty,  but  she  could  not  see  that  this  implies  facility  for  escape. 

When  the  friends  of  patients  whose  recovery  is  not  considered  complete,  or  confirmed, 
urge  for  their  discharge,  I occasionally  assent,  under  stipulation,  that  should  they  be  found 
unfit  to  reside  at  home,  they  may  be  brought  back  within  a limited  specified  time,  not  to  ex- 
ceed, at  most,  four  weeks.  The  general  result  has  been  satisfactory,  the  exceptions  having 
all  been  in  those  taken  out  contrary  to  advice.  I do  not,  of  course,  exercise  any  such  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  cases  of  warrant  patients ; but,  as  you  are  aware,  the  Lieutenant' 
Governor  has  occasionally  authorised  the  actual  discharge  of  such  of  this  class  as  may  have 
been  found  to  be  quiet  and  harmless,  provided  their  friends  engage  to  take  proper  care  of 
them.  It  is  my  belief  this  system  of  trial  of  chronic  cases,  will  be  found  very  desirable 
when  the  arrearage  on  the  applications’  list  becomes  heavy,  as  it  very  soon  will. 
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Of  the  discharged  designated  improved,  two  who  were  taken  out  contrary  to  advice,  were, 
after  several  months,  readmitted,  under  fresh  certificates  ; one  was  removed  to  be  placed  in  a 
private  asylum ; the  remaining  14  have  been  retained  at  home.  So  long  as  they  get  on 
smoothly,  their  friends  will  not  inform  us  of  their  condition  : therefore  their  silence  is  equiva- 
lent to  a good  report. 

Of  the  4 discharged  unimproved,  three  were  taken  home  by  their  friends  in  this  city. 
One  of  these  was  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption,  and  one  in  the  last  stage,  of  paresis  ; the 
third  was  nearly  moribund,  in  marasmus.  The  fourth  was  in  good  bodily  health,  and  was 
taken  out  by  her  husband,  to  return  to  Ireland. 

During  the  year  18  re-admissions  of  persons  who  had  previously  been  patients,  were 
made.  The  following  were  the  intervals  between  the  dates  of  discharge  and  re-admission  : — 


1 

2nd  Admisssion  in  Rockwood,  in  Interv'al 

Years. 

[ 

11 

Months. 

5 

Days. 

0 

2 

9th 

16 

3 

0 

3 

2nd 

a 

18 

0 

0 

4 

2nd 

4i 

1 

7 

0 

5 

2nd 

Has  been  again  discharged  

1 

11 

0 

6 

2nd 

it 

9 

0 

0 

7 

3rd 

it 

1 

0 

0 

8 

3rd 

it 

Doubtful  case.  In  Rockwood  in  Interval 

8 

0 

0 

9 

2nd 

it 

In  London  in  Interval  

3 

3 

0 

10 

4th 

a 

Relapse  from  Intemperance 

1 

2 

0 

11 

2nd 

<i 

Died  in  five  days 

3 

5 

0 

12 

2nd 

a 

In  Rockwood  in  Interval 

16 

3 

0 

13 

2nd 

it 

14 

1 

0 

14 

2nd 

it 

Taken  out  contrary  to  advice  

5 

0 

15 

2nd 

it 

it 

2 

0 

16 

3rd 

it 

Insanity  returned,  from  harsh  treatment  of  relatives  

it 

4 

6 

17 

2nd 

it 

Taken  out  too  soon 

1 

3 

0 

18 

2nd 

it 

Taken  out  contrary  to  advice 

it 

2 

19 

Taking,  for  comparison,  the  admissions  and  discharges  of  the  last  five  years  and  three 
months,  it  appears  that  the  discharges  of  males  have  been  to  admissions,  in  the  ratio  of  50 
in  the  hundred,  and  of  females  56  in  the  hundred. 

Males.  Females. 

Admissions  360  306 

Discharges...., 180  173 

The  average  asylum  residence  of  78  discharged,  and  two  eloped  in  the  year,  has  been 
9 months  and  17  days ; but  striking  off  four  un recovered  discharged  patients  and  1 eloper, 
making  an  aggregate  of  26  years,  4 months,  and  26  days,  the  average  for  the  remaining  75  is 
reduced  to  5 months  and  eighteen  days  for  each. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  in  the  past  year  exceed  by  10  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of 
patients  under  treatment  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year  by  42.  The  ratio  of  mortality  on 
the  whole  under  treatment  in  the  last  year,  has  been  5^^  per  cent  against,  in  the  previous 
year,  4 per  cent.  The  mortality  in  the  average  number,  617,  resident  in  the  last  year  has 
been  6|^  per  cent.  In  the  previous  year  5^  per  cent.  The  aggregate  mortality  in  the  past 
five  years  and  three  months  has  been,  of  men  82,  of  women  77.  The  average  of  resident 

males,  in  the  same  period,  has  been 252 

and  of  females 294 

The  average  annual  rate  of  mortality  on  the  average  of  resident  male  and  female  patients 
in  the  above  period  has  been, 

Of  males 6/^  per  cent. 

And  of  females  5 “ 


U9 


It  would  appear,  from  the  preceding  figures,  that  insane  women  live  longer  than  insane 
men ; and  if  this  fact  obtains  generally,  it  should  follow  that  a larger  number  of  chronic 
cases  of  women,  than  of  men,  will  remain  in  life  after  a given  period  of  residence. 

In  some  years  we  find  a predominance  of  mortality  in  one  sex  over  the  other,  for  which, 
to  figure  hunters,  no  pacifying  explanation  can  be  given.  In  the  past  year  this  discrepancy 
has  been  very  striking, — the  deaths  of  men  having  been  27,  and  of  women  only  11. 

The  following  figures,  however  show  a strong  tendency  to  compensation : 


Men. 

Women. 

Deaths  in 

15 

months  ending  30th  Sept , 1868 

16 

14 

a 

12 

u 

u 

u 

1869 

9 

17 

(( 

a 

u 

,i 

u 

1870 

14 

23 

u 

u 

u 

u 

u 

1871 

16 

12 

a 

a 

i: 

u 

u 

1872 

27 

11 

82 

77 

The  simple  truth,  I believe,  is  that  all  have  to  die  some  time,  and  that  we  keep  them 
in  life  as  long  as  we  can.  Those  who  may  have  died  in  a past  year,  will  not  augment  the 
next  year’s  bill  of  mortality ; and  some  who  may  have  been  bridged  over  the  past  year,  must 
drop  through  in  the  coming  one. 
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The  preceding  obituary  table  contains  all  the  information  that  can  be  compressed  into 
this  shape,  but  it  affords  only  a very  meagre  representation  of  the  important  facts  of  each 
case. 

It  appears  that  eleven  deaths  resulted  from  pulmonary  phthisis, — or  twenty-nine  per 
cent  of  the  whole.  Of  these  eleven,  only  three  cases  were  of  the  manifest  form  ; the  other 
eight  presented  not  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  consumption. 

I am  convinced  that  the  asylum  tables  of  mortality  of  this  country  present  a very  im- 
perfect return  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  consumption.  Dr.  Gray,  of  the 
Utica  Asylum,  in  his  last  report,  gives  seventeen  cases,  in  a total  of  sixty-one  deaths;  which 
is  equal  to  29J-  per  cent.  If  all  the  other  asylums  would  follow  the  example  given  of  late 
years  by  Dr.  Gray,  in  frequent  post  mortem  exploration,  their  obituary  tables  would  be  of 
more  value  than  they  yet  have  been. 

Dr.  Dickson,  of  the  Rock  wood  Asylum,  assigns  six  out  of  eighteen  deaths  to  phthisis 
or  33|^  per  cent.  • 

Dr.  Howden,  of  the  Montrose  Asylum,  gives  six  out  of  twenty-seven. 

Dr.  de  Wolf,  of  Halifax,  shows  an  aggregate  for  twelve  years,  of  forty-five  in  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight. 

Dr.  Reid,  of  the  Western  Pensylvania  As}dum,  gives  thirteen  in  thirty-eight. 

Dr.  Landor,  of  London  gives  four  in  fifteen. 

Dr.  Langdon,  of  Longview  Asylum,  gives  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  three  hundred  and 
eighty-five — perhaps  too  high  a proportion. 

Dr.  Earl,  of  Northampton,  gives  for  1870,  nine  in  thirty-three. 

When  one  turns  from  these  figures,  to  those  presented  in  some  other  reports,  it  is  hardly 
possible  not  to  be  astonished.  We  might  be  induced,  from  the  apparent  paucity  of  cases  in 
many  American  asylums,  to  believe  that  consumption  is  a rare  disease  among  the  insane,  and 
of  course,  still  more  so  among  the  sane ; but  the  contrary  is  too  true. 

The  intimate  relation  between  pulmonary  consumption  and  insanity  is  deserving  of  the 
most  attentive  consideration,  and  certainly  calls  for  more  thorough  investigation  than  appears 
yet  to  have  been  given  to  it.  I believe  it  will  be  found,  if  we  institute  a searching  enquiry 
into  the  morbid  history  of  the  families,  or  blood  relations  of  our  patients,  that,  in  a very  con- 
siderable proportion,  pulmonary  consumption,  or  some  germane  form  of  tubercular  disease, 
has  obtained.  Should  the  happy  period  ever  arrive  when  this  disease  shall  be  eradicated, 
insanity  will  then  be  vastly  curtailed ; but  not  until  then. 

The  assigned  causes  of  death  in  the  twenty-two  not  accounted  for  by  consumption  and 
paresis,  are  various.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  give  succinctly  any  satisfactory  description  of 
the  multiform  factors  of  dissolution  in  the  insane.  It  is  of  the  rarest  occurrence  to  see  a case 
that  ends  fatally  from  any  one  form  of  disease. 

In  some  the  whole  animal  fabric  appears  to  have  been  undergoing  gradual  disintegra- 
tion, and  it  is  impossible  to  locate  the  death  cause,  in  any  one  organ.  In  others  the  apparent 
proximate  cause  has  been  but  the  necessary  sequence  of  a prior  morbid  condition,  which,  in 
the  final  debacle,  has  perhaps  utterly  passed  out  of  view. 

The  average  asylum  residence  of  the  thirty-eight  who  died  in  the  year  has  been  five 
years  and  twenty-seven  days  each. 

Two,  however,  died  in  five  days  after  entrance,  and  nine  others  in  less  than  twelve 
months.  The  longest  residence  was  23 J years.  This  patient  ultimately  sank  under  latent 
phthisis.  He  was  the  well  known  blind  man,  who  rejoiced  in  the  possession  of  all  the  highest 
titles  of  the  British  peerage  ; and  he  would  have  stood  in  the  Hierarchy  many  degrees  above 
St.  Patrick,  had  he  not  declared  himself  that  very  personage.  His  absence  has  been  felt  not 
a little.  Take  him  for  all  in  all,  this  asylum  will  never  hold  his  equal. 

The  Farm. 

Our  farming  operations  have  been  pushed  on  with  vigour  and  assiduity.  Owing  to  the 
general  drought  of  the  season,  the  aggregate  crop,  through  a moderate  average,  will  fall  below 
our  hopes.  The  crop  of  hay  will  be  insufficient  for  the  stock.  Oats  and  oat  straw  have  been 
a heavy  crop.  Potatoes  were  not  assailed  by  the  Colorado  beetle,  until  too  far  advanced  to 
be  much  injured  by  it ; but  though  our  workers  made  fierce  war  on  these  invaders,  we  must 
not  expect  to  escape  so  fortunately  next  year.  This  pest  will  travel  eastward,  impelled  by  the 
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hunger  created  by  its  devastations.  The  present  crop  of  potatoes^  not  having  yet  been  all 
raised,  I cannot  state  the  quantity,  but  the  quality  is  good. 

In  our  Mangold  Wurtzel  crop  we  fall  short,  in  consequence  of  supply  of  effete  seed, 
from  one  of  our  city  seedsmen,  whose  character  I had  always  before  regarded  as  abundant 
guarantee  for  every  article  sold  by  him, — I think  he  should  have  known  better.  Not  a single 
grain  of  his  seed  germinated ; whilst  that  raised  by  ourselves  proved  all  good.  A neighbour 
gives  the  same  account. 

The  crop  of  apples  is  very  far  below  that  of  last  year.  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  not, 
perhaps , worse  than  our  neighbours,  and  in  some  respects  rather  better. 

A large  extent  of  tile  drainage  has  been  done  on  the  new  farm.  As  this  improvement 
costs  only  the  price  of  the  material,  it  is,  certainly,  very  remunerative.  Our  workers  have 
now  been  educated  into  scientific  cutters  of  drains,  and  layers  of  tiles.  Rough  diagrams  of 
the  drains  of  eveiy  field  are  laid  down  in  my  asylum  journals,  so  that  at  anytime  they  can  be 
readily  traced  on  the  land.  • 


Tough  Beef. 

I have  long  been  of  opinion,  from  the  observance  of  the  bad  teeth  of  many  of  our  pa- 
tients, and  from  the  extreme  paucity  of  my  own,  that  flesh  meat,  less  resisting  than  that  sup- 
plied by  contracting  butchers,  would  be  a great  boon  to  this  house.  Many  of  the  asylums  of 
America  and  England  have  their  own  slaughtering  establishments.  If  it  could  be  so  arranged 
here,  a good  deal  of  grumbling  might  be  averted.  It  could  make  no  difference  to  the  animals ; 
therefore  I can  see  no  reason  why  the  experiment  might  not  be  made. 

Repairs,  Alterations  and  Improvements. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  reiterate  the  several  works  under  this  head  now  needed. 
These  are  best  considered  and  discussed,  during  your  personal  inspection  of  the  institution. 

I cannot  refrain  in  this  relation  from  noticing  an  utterly  unfounded  assertion  of  the 
Architect  of  Public  Works,  made  in  a report  of  that  gentleman  to  the  Honourable  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Department,  under  date  26th  January,  1871,  in  which,  when  endeavouring  to 
refute  certain  statements  made  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  London  Asylum,  he 
avails  of  the  occasion  to  deal  to  me,  as  he  seems  to  have  believed,  a killing  side-blow.  The 
following  is  the  passage  to  which  I allude: — ^‘I  am  induced  to  make  these  remarks,  as  an 
instance  occurred  recently  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Toronto,  where  the  Medical  Superintendent 
proposed  to  close  the  ventilators  over  the  doors  leading  to  the  apartments  from  the  corridors 
in  the  wings,  by  which  the  ventilation  and  heating  of  the  wings  would  be  impaired,  and  which 
I brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Inspector  of  Asylums,  who  promptly  interfered  to  prevent 
any  change.”  In  every  essential  particular,  except,  perhaps,  that  of  the  Architect’s  repre- 
sentation to  you,  the  preceding  statement  is  untrue.  Why  Mr.  Tully  found  it  necessary  to 
strengthen  his  defence  against  Dr.  Landor’s  allegations,  by  exposure  of  my  ignorance,  I leave 
to  himself  to  explain.  I had  fondly  hoped  that  my  past  relations  with  him  might  have 
screened  me  from  animadversion,  even  had  I m.ade  a blunder — for  I have  not  proclaimed 
all  his — but  I suppose  these  little  caprices  of  left-handed  gratitude  may  be  permissible,  at  a 
certain  official  elevation.  Perhaps  the  whole  thing  is  but  a matter  of  taste,  and,  as  the  old 
adage  has  it,  “ de  gustihus  non  disputandum  est.” 

It  may  relieve  the  Architect’s  anxiety  to  be  now  informed  that  none  of  the  evil  results 
predicted  by  him,  followed  the  alteration,  made  by  me  under  your  sanction.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  improvement  was  palpable,  and  very  valuable. 

General  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  establishment  has  been  good  throughout  the  year.  No  epide- 
mic of  any  kind  has  presented.  I deemed  it  advisable,  during  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  in 
the  city,  to  re-vaccinate  a large  number  of  the  inmates,  and  whether  owing  to  this  precaution^ 
or  to  the  general  course  of  events,  no  case  of  the  disease  occurred. 
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Keligious  Services. 


The  ordinary  religious  services’of  the  Institution  have  proceeded  with  the  wonted  regu- 
larity and  satisfaction. 


Newspapers,  &c.  &c. 


The  Institution  still  continues  under  obligations  of  gratitude  to  the  publishers  of  news- 
papers and  periodicals  for  their  kind  gratuitous  supply.  The  following  is  a list  of  those 
regularly  received. 


Toronto  Leader,  daily  and  weekly. 
London  Herald  and  Prototype^  do.  do. 

Ottawa  Citizen,  . do.  do. 

Chatham  Planet,  tri- weekly.” 
Christian  Guardian,  weekly. 

Canadian  Freeman,  “ 

Guelph  Herald, 

“ Mercury,  “ 

Galt  Leporter, 

Stratford  Beacon,  ‘ ‘ 

Berlin  Telegraph,  “ 

Ingersoll  Chronicle,  ‘‘ 

London  Advertiser,  “ 

Christian  Advocate,  “ 


Walkerton  Telescope,,  weekly. 
Collingwood  Enterprise,  “ 

“ Bulletin, 

Uxbridge  Journal, 

Chronicle  and  News,  “ 

Elora  Observer,  “ 

Lightning  Express, 

Canada  Statesman,  “ 

Witness,  Montreal,  (2  copies),  weekly. 
Church  Herald,  “ 

Canada  Presbyterian. 

Monthly  Record. 

Journal  of  Education. 

Court  Journal. 


Humbly  trusting  to  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  all  human  affairs  for  a continuance  of  His 
blessings  on  this  great  public  charity, 

I am,  &c  , &c., 

JOSEPH  WORKMAN,  M.D. 

Medical  Superintendent. 
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R E F O R T 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT 

OP  THE 


LONDON  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


J,  W.  Langmuir,  Esq., 

Inspedoi'  of  A^ylums^  &c. 


London  Asylum, 

October  1st,  1872. 


Sir, — It  is  once  more  my  duty  to  send  you  a report  of  the  condition  of  this  Asylum. 
If  I have  to  regret  delay  in  remedying  the  bad  state  of  the  ventilation  and  drainage,  and  in 
repairing  defects  of  workmanship,  it  is  a source  of  satisfaction  that  the  evils  that  might  have 
resulted,  and  which  will  assuredly  result,  if  the  present  condition  should  last,  have  not  yet 
affected  the  general  health  of  the  patients.  Diarrhoea  has  been  very  persistent  during  the 
whole  year,  but  it  has  not  degenerated  into  cholera,  nor  caused  death.  The  tables  show  that 
our  death  rate  has  not  been  excessive.  It  is  for  the  year  4J  per  cent,  on  the  total  number 
under  treatment ; not  a very  excessive  rate,  and  much  less  than  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year  seemed  to  promise.  During  the  first  three  months  many  of  the  feeble  patients  passed 
away.  Our  discharges  in  proportion  to  the  admissions  have  been  about  40  per  cent,  cured 
and  improved,  and  two  unimproved. 

Keference  to  the  tables  will  show  that  many  of  the  admissions  have  been  long-established 
chronic  cases,  which  had  little  prospect  of  cure.  But  the  discharges  also  exhibit  some 
cases  of  long  duration  ; one  case  of  eight  years  being  cured.  Every  year  it  is  our  lot  to  urge 
relations  to  bring  their  friends  to  the  Asylum  in  the  early  stages  of  their  affliction ; but,  like 
the  wailings  of  the  prophets  of  old,  we  cry  out  to  a deaf  and  untoward  generation,  and  under 
all  sorts  of  pretexts,  the  insane  are  kept  at  home  until  cure  is  nearly  hopeless. 

Some  of  our  cases  possess  unusual  interest;  one  of  hysteria  in  a child  is  discussed  in  the 
Journal  of  Insanity,  having  formed  the  subject  of  one  of  our  sittings  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Association  at  Madison.  As  it  will  be  found  in  the  Journal,  I need  not  allude  to  it  further. 
We  have  had  one  operation  for  a strangulated  femoral  hernia,  successfully  done  by  my  friend 
Dr.  Cattermole.  Four  elopements  have  taken  place  of  patients  not  recaptured.  Three  of 
these  have  been  patients  who  would  soon  have  been  discharged  as  cured,  and  ought  to  be 
reckoned  in  the  cures.  It  is  the  custom  to  send  patients  who  are  recovering  into  the  fields 
to  work,  and  to  depend  more  or  less  on  their  promises  to  wait  for  their  discharge  until  the 
cure  can  be  pronounced  complete.  These  people  are  naturally  in  haste  to  get  home,  and  they 
break  their  promises  and  elope.  No  trouble  is  taken  in  such  cases  to  recapture  them,  as  they 
have  only  anticipated  their  dischai'ge  a few  weeks  before  it  would  have  been  sanctioned. 
The  other  two  are  warranted  cases,  and  are  therefore  prisoners  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  who 
would  have  been  recaptured  if  the  lawful  method  of  proceeding  had  been  pointed  out  to  the 


loo 


Superintendeiit.  103  men  have  been  occupied  daily,  either  in  the  house  or  out  of  it.  The 
table  points  out  the  nature  of  their  employments.  Occasionally  many  others  have  employed 
themselves  in  picking  stones  off  the  farm,  or  rolling  the  grass  and  walks,  not  included  in  the 
above  numbers. 

153  women  have  worked  more  or  less  daily.  Many  of  these  are  spinners  of  wool  and 
knitters  of  stockings,  and  occupied  in  repairing  clothing  in  the  wards.  The  others  in  the 
table  are  the  regularly  occupied  every  day.  I think  we  have  not  much  to  complain  of  on 
account  of  idleness,  for  the  record  shows  as  many  employed  patients  as  are  usually  found  in 
Asylums.  More  may  be  trained  to  some  trifling  occupation  or  other ; but  you  well  know 
that  this  is  one  of  the  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  with  constantly,  and  which  causes  more 
changes  amongst  attendants  than  any  other  reason.  Our  payments  are  not  so  high  above  the 
wages  that  can  be  earned  by  hard  labour  outside  the  Asylum,  as  to  induce  men  or  women 
to  engage  in  equal  hard  work  in  the  Asylum.  As  our  hours  are  necessarily  long,  we  must 
have  some  extra  inducement  to  make  attendants  undertake  long  hours  and  hard  work  toge- 
ther, and  therefore  when  we  insist  on  both,  they  will  prefer  hard  work  in  other  occupations, 
with  briefer  hours  ; so  we  lose  them  when  we  most  want  them,  and  we  have  to  begin  again 
the  same  round  of  instruetion  with  every  change  of  people.  There  is  no  remedy  for  this 
except  such  high  payments  as  we  cannot  expect  will  be  granted. 


DR  LETT’S  REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICINES  USED. 

To  the  Supinintendent. 

Dear  Sir. — At  your  request  I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  medicine  used  in 
this  Asylum  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Since  this  time  last  year  the  use  of  drugs  for  the  purpose  of  produeing  quietude  has 
rather  deteriorated  in  my  estimation.  Having  taken  advantage  of  the  valuable  suggestion 
made  by  you  in  your  last  report,  “ that  a botSe  of  good  Scotch  ale  or  Dublin  stout  was  fully 
as  conducive  to  sound  sleep  as  a dose  of  chloral,”  I devoted  my  attention  to  this  plan  of 
treatment ; therefore  sedatives,  such  as  are  commonly  prescribed,  have  been  little  used,  and 
the  results  obtained  are  cjuite  as  satisfactory,  if  not  more  so,  than  last  year.  I am  rather 
over  the  mark  than  under  when  I say  a pound  of  chloral  has  not  been  administered  during 
the  past  twelve  months,  and  bromide  of  potash  in  like  proportion  ; while  I am  sure  in  that 
time  we  have  had  as  many  excited,  destruetive  and  restless  cases  as  previously.  I do  not 
wish  you  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that  alcoholic  stimulants  have  been  used  as  direct  se- 
datives in  these  cases  in  excessive  quantities.  A glass  of  wine,  or,  what  I more  frequently 
use,  a tumblerful  of  hot  toddy,  when  the  patient  is  in  bed,  is  the  largest  quantity  I have 
ever  given  at  one  time.  The  effect  of  this  is  not  so  direct  or  prompt  as  thirty  or  forty  grains 
of  chloral ; but  it  has  the  advantage  of  tending  to  restore  the  vitiil  powers,  while  sedatives  are 
more  or  less  depressing.  Medical  treatment  has  resolved  itself  chiefly  into  stimulants  and 
tonics.  Cod-liver  oil  and  iron  have  been  the  great  stand-by,  together  with  prescribed  quan- 
tities of  port  wine  or  whiskey;  these  agents  having  no  more  special  influence  in  the  treat- 
ment of  insanity  than  in  other  cases  of  debility  (unless  they  act  specifically  on  the  nerve  cell), 
and  being  so  well  known  and  uneerstood  by  the  profession  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to 
comment  upon  them,  their  employment  being  intended  to  assist  in  restoring  the  strength  and 
vitality  of  the  patient,  which  when  accomplished,  a corresponding  change  on  the  mental  fa- 
culties usually  takes  place.  As  previously,  I have  made  free  use  of  the  Hypophosphites, 
and  I have  reason  to  believe  with  good  results.  If  phosphorus  (as  asserted  by  Pereira^)  acts 
as  a stimulant  to  the  nervous,  vascular  and  secreting  organs — if  it  excites  the  mental  facul- 
ties, raises  the  temperature  of  the  skin,  increases  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  promotes 
the  secretions — who  can  be  doubtful  that  its  preparations  are  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  the 
insane,  especially  in  cases  of  melancholia,  if  not  in  other  forms  of  mental  derangement  ? I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  from  five  to  ten  grain  doses  of  hypophosphite  of  lime  twice 
a day,  and  in  many  instances  have  been  quite  satisfied  with  its  good  effects.  I have  not 
noticed  any  bad  results  even  when  administered  for  long  continued  periods. 

* Third  American  Edition  Wood's  Pereira,  vol.  1,  p.  257. 
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Before  concluding  T would  ask  you  to  press  upon  the  Government  once  more  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  a mortuary,  with  suitable  appliances  for  making  post  mortem  examinations. 
Having  commenced  the  practice  and  study  of  insanity,  to  which  I desire  to  devote  myself, 
if  without  proper  facilities  for  increasing  knowledge,  my  choice  will  be  to  the  detriment  of  my 
proficiency  in  other  branches  of  my  profession.  You  will  thus  readily  understand  why  I 
bring  this  matter  so  urgently  before  you.  Ordinary  reflection  will  show  how  impossible  it  is 
to  carry  on  our  studies  without  the  necessary  means  of  noticing  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  organized  structures  of  the  human  frame,  and  being  able  to  compare  those 
changes  with  the  history  of  the  patient.  Errors  which  are  likely  to  occur  in  diagnosis  will 
be  demonstrated,  while  doubts  as  to  cause  of  death  can  be  made  certainties.  Valuable  oppor- 
tunities, which  only  can  be  obtained  in  an  institution  of  this  kind,  for  studying  the  pathology 
of  disease,  whereby  alone  a true  and  rational  line  of  treatment  can  be  determined,  are  lost. 
But  setting  aside  these  considerations,  and  all  hopes  of  making  post  mortem  examinations, 
which  I should  be  very  sorry  to  do,  where  is  a body  to  be  placed  while  waiting  for  burial  % 
At  present  a bath  or  dressing  room  in  the  very  corridors  in  which  the  patients  spend  their 
time  is  the  only  place  where  it  can  be  put.  The  influence  such  a state  of  things  must  have 
on  the  already  too  despondent  inmates  of  the  ward,  cannot  be  other  than  to  retard  their  re- 
covery. Nor  is  this  the  only  objection  ; there  is  another  which  is  equally  serious,  viz.,  the 
effluvia  given  off  from  decomposing  animal  matter,  which  of  necessity  vitiates  the  air  in  the 
already  ill-ventilated  wards.  On  more  than  one  occasion  I have  had  to  attend  cases  of  sickness 
which  I could  attribute  to  none  other  than  this  cause.  Should  cholera,  small-pox,  or  other 
disease  of  a probably  contagious  nature  visit  this  institution,  and  its  victims  remain,  as  would 
have  to  be  the  case,  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  inmates  of  the  Asylum,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  the  result  would  be,  or  where  it  would  end.  A mortuary  such  as  you  described  in  your 
report  last  year  would  answer  every  purpose,  and  could  be  completed  at  a comparatively 
small  cost. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  Lett, 

A ssist.  Physician . 

I earnestly  trust  that  Dr.  Lett’s  remarks  on  the  want  of  a good  mortuary  in  a proper 
situation  will  meet  your  favourable  attention.  Nothing  can  be  more  just  than  his  observa- 
tions, nor  more  alarming  than  the  probabilities  of  evil  he  has  so  well  put,  when  the  fearful 
state  of  the  drainage  and  ventilation  is  considered  jointly  with  the  remarks  he  has  made  on 
this  subject. 

Forms  of  Admission. 

I must  call  your  attention  to  the  insufliciency  of  the  forms  of  application  and  admission. 
They  do  not  insure  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  fill  them. 
Applicants  make  false  statements  on  the  duration  of  the  disease,  frequently  asserting  that  the 
patient  has  been  afflicted  only  for  months,  when  years  would  be  the  truth ; suppressing  their 
knowledge  of  former  attacks,  and  representing  the  patient  as  suicidal  or  dangerous  when  they 
are  harmless.  The  object  of  these  misrepresentations  is  no  doubt  to  obtain  admission.  So 
long  as  it  was  the  impression  of  the  public  that  dangerous  and  suicidal  patients  were  first 
chosen  for  admission,  all  papers  stated  that  the  applicant  was  possessed  of  those  qualities. 
When  it  became  known  that  admission  was  generally  awarded  to  the  most  curable,  then  the 
period  of  their  affliction  diminished  from  years  to  months.  The  remedy  for  these  false  state- 
ments will  be  sufficient  Asylum  accommodation  to  admit  every  applicant.  But  much  might 
be  done  by  inflicting  a penalty  for  misrepresentation.  It  would  be  unjust  to  send  a patient 
away  from  any  chance  of  cure  or  improvement  because  another  person  made  wrong  statements, 
but  a penalty  in  the  shape  of  fine  might  answer.  Another  remedy  will  be  found  in  the  Eng- 
lish method  of  separate  certificates  from  doctors,  with  facts  stated  known  to  themselves. 
Under  our  present  system  my  conviction  is,  that  no  paper  is  to  be  relied  on  for  any  facts. 
Out  of  the  admissions  sent  here  for  Tour  years  past  77  are  in  those  papers  said  to  be  suicidal ; 
a very  few  (eleven)  known  to  us  having  attempted  suicide  before  admission.  Since  I have 
been  connected  with  Malden  Asylum  and  this,  there  has  not  been  one  suicide,  or  attempt  at 
suicide,  in  either  Asylum.  I do  not  relate  these  facts  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  show  the 
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exaggerated  nature  of  the  statements  in  the  application  papers,  for  there  is  nothing  in  the 
[ condition  and  management  of  this  Asylum  to  exempt  us  from  the  misfortunes  of  other  Asy- 
lums. Therefore,  the  absence  of  suicide  is  due  to  the  misstatements  of  its  prevalence  in  the 
patients  admitted,  made  in  the  papers  sent  to  us.  Statistics  are  mere  rubbish  when  founded 
on  papers  such  as  we  have  sent  to  us.  I think  that  the  statements  made  in  warrant  cases 
sent  from  gaols  are  not  one  bit  more  to  be  relied  on.  The  objeet  is  to  get  rid  of  the  patient 
from  the  gaol,  and  to  do  so  as  quickly  as  possible  they  are  sometimes  said  to  be  so  violent  and 
unmanageable  that  the  Under-Secretary’s  letter  is  asked  for  to  override  the  necessity  for  a 
warrant,  and  obtain  immediate  admission,  rather  than  wait  for  the  due  course  of  law.  Much 
improvement  might  be  made  in  these  papers  to  remedy  their  present  defects.  Whether  the 
objections  to  sending  patients  into  Asylums  by  warrants  are  greater  than  the  advantages  or 
not,  I am  sure  that  the  objections  to  taking  them  out  by  warrants  are  very  strong.  They  can- 
not be  discharged  except  two  medical  men  state  that  they  have  recovered.  They  are  thus 
precluded  from  the  advantages  of  being  sent  out  on  trial  before  perfect  recovery,  and  this  is, 
in  many  cases,  a very  serious  disadvantage,  for  many  cases  get  worse  rather  than  better  when 
too  long  detained  in  Asylums.  They  are  detained  for  some  time  after  cure  is  complete,  be- 
cause the  physicians  wish  to  be  sure  of  that  fact,  before  committing  themselves  to  a statement 
which  might  be  contradicted  by  a speedy  relapse.  In  these  cases  the  patients  suffer  some  in- 
jury both  from  the  mere  detention  in  the  Asylum  and  from  the  want  of  home  and  free  influ- 
ences. 

I had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  you  a letter  to  ask  for  information  as  to  the  mode 
of  recovering  warranted  patients  who  have  escaped  from  the  Asylum.  What  powers  has  the 
Superintendent  to  recapture  such  patients  or  to  require  the  assistance  of  magistrates  ? In 
the  case  I named  the  magistrate  stated  he  had  no  power,  I am  not  a magistrate  and  have 
no  power  out  of  the  Asylum,  and  if  I were  a magistrate,  to  be  efiicient  I must  be  one  for  the 
Province,  not  for  the  County  only.  But  I have  no  desire  to  be  one.  I ought  to  be  able  to 
demand  the  help  of  all  magistrates  in  every  County.  To  that  letter  I received  no  reply, 
therefore,  I have  taken  no  steps  to  recover  the  patient,  and  should  not  know  the  legal  course 
or  the  extent  of  my  power  in  any  future  escape. 

Paying  Patiments. 

Patients  who  are  required  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  or  any  portion  of  it,  are  not 
numerous  in  this  Asylum.  In  its  construction  no  provision  was  made  for  this  class  of 
patients.  There  are  no  separate  rooms  for  a high  class  of  inmates,  and  where  the  bed- 
rooms are  chiefly  dormitories,  the  friends  of  patients  able  to  pay  do  not  desire  to  place  their 
relations.  Our  number  of  single  rooms  is  not  greater  than  the  varied  forms  of  insanity 
demand  for  proper  treatment,  and  they  cannot  be  applied  to  the  use  of  those  who  think 
themselves  entitled  to  separate  accommodation  because  they  pay  for  it.  It  is  right  that  those 
who  are  able  to  pay  should  do  so,  but  it  would  be  far  better  that  they  should  be  sent  to  an 
institution  where  the  paying  patients  are  separate  from  the  paupers.  They  and  their  rela- 
tives would  then  see  that  they  had  something  different  from  the  non -paying  in  their  accom- 
modation, and  in  all  their  surroundings,  and  the  relations  of  one  class  to  the  other,  and 
to  the  asylum  authorities  would  be  improved.  Bitterness  would  be  avoided,  which  both 
paying  and  non-paying  patients  now  express.  But  this  is  not  the  greatest  evil.  Patients 
' are  detained  at  their  homes  until  they  are  past  the  ^curable  stage  of  the  disorder,  for  their 
friends  say,  ‘‘  Oh,  if  I have  to  pay  I will  try  them  at  home  a little  longer ; and  if  they 
do  not  get  better  I can  but  bring  them  at  last.”  “ At  last  ” means  when  the  disease  has 
become  chronic  and  incurable  Thus  injury  is  done  to  the  patients  who  ought  to  be  sent 
at  once  to  an  Asylum,  by  the  ignorant  fear  of  expense  on  the  part  of  relatives,  which 
would  be  avoided  if  one  asylum  was  known  to  be  altogether  free.  If  patients  whose  relatives 
are  able  to  pay,  or  who  have  property  themselves,  get  into  the  Asylum,  they  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  other  Institution,  and  payment  demanded  and  enforced.  But,  in  that  case  they 
would  have  received  the  benefits  of  treatment,  and  would  be  rescued  from  the  class  of  chronic 
incurables,  which  adds  so  much  to  the  permanent  cost  for  the  care  of  insane,  now  incurred 
by  this  Province.  I believe  that  this  cause  has  a deterring  operation  on  the  cure  of  insanity 
to  a much  greater  extent  than  you  seem  to  suspect,  and  I think  after  a few  years  the  cost  to 
the  Province  of  those  who  are  kept  back  from  treatment  by  this  cause,  will  far  exceed  the 
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profits  you  now  obtain  from  paying  patients  admitted  into  this  Asylum.  Statistics  on  this 
head  are  very  difficult  to  be  obtained,  for  few  like  to  admit  that  they  can  afford  to  pay  and  1 
will  not  pay  for  the  cure  of  their  insane  relatives.  But  the  motives  for  this  refusal  to  bring  ■ 
them  at  once  to  the  Asylum  are  very  apparent  at  the  time  they  delay  to  do  so.  I have  long  ! 
been  of  the  opinion  that  the  mixture  in  the,  same  leards  of  paying  and  non-paying  patients  is 
most  unadvisable,  and  every  year’s  experience  confirms  my  opinion. 

I 

Amusements,  &o.  ' 

The  liberal  grant  made  last  Session  for  amusements  enabled  us  to  increase  our  library  to  ! 
nearly  800  volumes.  We  have  provided  books  for  patients  and  for  attendants,  of  a light  and  i 

also  of  an  instructive  character,  food  for  all  classes  of  minds.  We  have  bought  a billiard  | 

table  complete  with  everything  necessary  for  all  the  varieties  of  the  game.  A skittle  alley 
has  been  built.  Croquet  and  bowling-green  sodded,  and  will  be  fit  for  use  next  season.  Toys 
ior  the  idiot  asylum  and  other  indoor  amusements  are  procured.  Dances  once  a week  for  ail  i 

the  patients  who  like  to  come  to  them,  carried  on  till  ten  p.m.,  and  once  a month  till  12  p.m.  ; 

witli  coffee  and  supper.  In  the  afternoon,  before  tea,  some  of  the  feeblest  who  cabnot  sit  up 
late  enjoy  an  hour’s  dancing.  We  were  obliged  to  some  friends  who  kindly  volunteered  a con- 
cert for  us  last  winter,  and  readings  of  a very  amusing  description.  A public  reader  also  gave 
much  pleasure  to  many  of  the  inmates  on  one  evening.  Dissolving  views,  stereoscopic  scenes 
complete  the  catalogue  of  recreations.  I have  to  return  thanks  to  a very  few  proprietors  of 
newspapers  for  the  free  gift  of  their  journals.  The  Iiigersoll  Chronicle^  the  WoodstMk  Ite- 
mev)y  the  Wimlsor  Jieconl  and  the  fFeUand  are  the  only  free  papers  sent  to  us  from  any  of 
the  counties  whose  insane  are  entitled  to  admission  to  this  Asylum.  The  weekly  issues  of  the 
hmdon  Advevtizer  and  the  Herald,  but  not  the  Free  Press,  are  sent  free.  I see  that  some  of  , 
the  Counties  attached  to  this  Asylum  send  free  papers  to  Tcjfi’onto.  Without  desiring  to  de- 
prive Dr.  Workman,  I suggest  that  we  have  the  first  claim  to  the  generosity  of  the  editors, 
and  any  obligations  will  be  freely  acknowledged  when  we  receive  contributed  newspapers  from 
any  place. 

Repairs  and  Conditioxkjf  the  Building  and  Grounds. 

I am  not  aware  of  the  amount  of  repair  you  intend  to  have  done  during  next  year  within 
the  building.  The  whole  of  it  will  require  painting  with  good  material,  which  will  be 
cheaper,  in  time,  than  the  mere  whiting  mixed  with  some  inferior  oil,  with  which  it  was  origi- 
nally daubed.  The  so-called  hard  facing  on  the  plastered  walls,  not  at  first  more  than  a six- 
teenth of  an  inch  in  thickness,  has  washed  off  the  refractory  bed-rooms  and  the  walls  of  the 
corridors  where  dirty  patients  are  injuring  them,  so  as  to  require  daily  cleansing.  There  are 
materials  known  to  architects  which  can  be  used  for  such  walls,  and  will  stand  washing.  If 
no  plaster  material  can  be  had,  it  would  be  best  to  paint  them.  All  these  washed  walls  now 
show  a dirty  earthen-looking  ffice  on  the.plaster.  and  nothing  can  make  them  appear  clean.  I 
hope  some  remedy  will  be  found.  It  will  cost  a considerable  sum  to  complete  these  re- 
pairs. 

We  have  plastered  the  walls  where  the  steam  pipes  run,  and  altered  the  distribution 
of  the  steam  supply  pipes,  so  that  the  different  flats  and  the  centre  building  can  be  heated 
separately,  or  together  as  may  be  convenient.  Much  might  still  be  done  to  economise  steam 
in  the  redistribution  of  the  supply  and  return  pipes.  The  boilers  have  not  had  steam 
drums  put  on  them,  so  that  the  steam  space  has  not  been  increased  in  them,  and  they  are 
still  in  danger  of  being  emptied  of  the  water  as  well  as  steam  when  much  warmth  is  wanted, 
for  the  steam  space  being  deficient,  the  boiling  water  is  driven  into  the  pipes,  together  with 
the  steam.  This  evil  ought  to  be  remedied,  for  if  we  had  not  a most  careful  engineer,  the 
boilers  would  have  blown  up  long  since. 

I must  also  recall  your  attention  to  the  windows  and  shutters.  I need  not  restate  the 
evils  they  cause  in  their  present  condition.  There  are  still  no  means  of  subduing  fire  out- 
side. No  hydrants  where  water  could  be  had  for  the  fire  engine.  The  small  gas  engine 
can  be  brought  out  of  the  house,  but  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  the  larger  fire  en- 
gine provided  with  a house,  heated  to  keep  its  valves  unfrozen  in  the  winter,  and  some 
hydrants,  where  water  could  be  had  for  the  use  of  the  engine.  Also  hose  which  has  not 
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yet  arrived.  Nearly  all  we  possess  now  is  worn  out.  I think  it  would  be  best,  and  also 
most  economical  in  the  end,  if  the  Waterous  System  of  hydrants  in  proper  situations  round 
the  buildings,  with  large  two  inch  pipes  connecting  with  our  pumps  on  both  sides,  could 
be  applied  under  Mr.  Waterous’  directions  to  this  Asylum.  The  example  of  Newburgh  Asy- 
lum, Ohio,  just  burned,  ought  to  be  a warning  to  us,  that  a good  supply  of  water  without 
sufficient  means  of  distributing  it  over  the  building  will  never  put  a fire  out.  All  the  engines  . 
that  went  from  Cleveland  were  of  no  avail , and  the  consequence  was  serious  loss  of  life,  as 
well  as  of  a building,  which  will  require  $300,000  to  restore  it.  If  such  a calamity  does  not 
justify  us  in  the  expenditure  of  4 or  5000  dollars  for  efficient  protection  from  fire,  I know  of  no 
example  likely  to  be  of  any  use  to  us.  I have  called  your  attention  to  our  unprotected  state 
in  case  of  fire,  page  37  of  my  last  report,  and  in  letters  since.  The  many  thunder-storms 
of  the  last  month  have  passed  over  us  without  more  damage  than  splitting  a tree  or  two, 
and  a couple  of  fence  posts.  The  only  buildings  struck  in  London  were  provided  with  con- 
ductors, which,  without  constant  attention,  are  apt  to  become  evils  instead  of  benefits. 

Evils  of  the  Drainage. 

The  state  of  the  drainage  and  ventilation  of  the  Asylum  compelled  me  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  probabilities  of  disaster  to  the  inmates,  should  the  plague  of  Cholera  now 
raging  in  parts  of  Europe  cross  the  Altantic,  various  warnings  in  the  shape  of  isolated 
cases  in  New-York  and  elsewhere  justified  me  in  taking  this  precaution,  and  the  prevalence  of 
Diarrhoea  of  a severe  character  among  the  patients  and  servants  in  the  Asylum  indicates  tho 
mischief  that  will  be  upon  us,  if  steps  are  not  taken  to  rectify  speedily  the  evils  we  have  to 
complain  of.  On  this  date,  October  5 th,  the  drains  are  being  relaid  in  the  same  line  with  a 
little  more  fall,  and  much  better  workmanship  but  which  will  bring  the  tiles  within  18  inches 
of  the  surface,  and  therefore  more  liable  to  be  frozen.  The  pipes  are  9 inches  instead  of  6 and 
will  take  a little  longer  in  filling.  This  is  geod  work  as  a temporary  make.shift.  They 
ought  to  be  solid  brick,  oval,  for  wherever  those  laid  by  the  contractors  are  examined,  they 
are  found  broken,  and  these  will  be  the  same  in  a short  time,  more  especially  as  they  are 
nearer  the  surface  than  ever.  It  seems  really  strange  that  the  engineers  employed  here 
have  only  one  way  of  doing  things.  Like  as  Panurge  says  men  born  in  a barrel  have  only 
one  way  of  seeing  the  world  ; that  is  through  the  bunghole.”  The  extreme  dryness  of  the 
Summer  caused  a deficient  supply  of  water,  especially  in  the  West  well,  which  failed  us  so 
far  as  to  give  us  only  one  hour’s  pumping  each  day.  1 endeavoured  to  remedy  this  by  sink- 
ing a well  near  the  stable  and  pigstye,  and  running  a supply  drain  into  it  from  the  sandhill  at 
the  back  of  the  farm  buildings.  Sufficient  water  was  found  to  keep  the  well  supplied  and  by 
so  much  the  main  wells  were  relieved.  Supposing  that  there  was  much  water  in  the  sand,  I 
obtained  your  permission  to  attempt  the  supply  of  the  West  well  from  it.  I had  drains  dug 
into  it  in  three  places,  and  led  them  into  the  well  made  by  Mr.  Cousins,  before  the  Asylum 
was  completed,  and  thence  to  the  West  well.  Before  these  drains  were  made  not  a drop  of 
water  went  into  Mr.  Cousins’  well.  They  have  been  completed  more  than  six  weeks,  and 
have  continued  to  furnish  from  8,000  to  12,000  gallons  in  the  twenty  four  hours.  The 
supply  is  greatest  after  a rain  of  some  duration,  but  I think  we  shall  have  a constant  supply 
from  this  source.  The  cost  was  about  $114  00.  It  would  be  desirable  to  make  a drain  into 
the  East  well  carrying  it  across  our  land,  and  tapping  the  springs  on  the  fifty  acres  clearing  on 
the  north  side  ofthe  farm  and  also  tapping  the  very  wet  land  on  Mr.  Trebilcock’s  farm.  This 
work  would  yield  a very  large  supply  of  water:  Towards  the  expense  of  it,  as  Mr.  Trebil- 

60ck  would  be  greatly  benefited,  I have  no  doubt  he  would  contribute.  The  cost  would  not 
exceed  $400-00.  All  the  water  that  can  be  obtained  will  be  wanted  when  the  buildings 
for  p itients  which  are  contemplated  shall  be  completely  occupied,  and  therefore  this  drainage 
may  be  considered  a work  of  necessity.  The  land  will  be  improved  by  the  drains  which  will 
perform  a double  duty  and  yield  a double  benefit. 

Increase  op  Accommodation. 

^ The  rapidity  with  which  this  Asylum  is  filling,  originally  intended  to  contain  500 
but  capable  of  holding,  with  some  inconvenience,  540,  will  soon  compel  the  Province 
to  provide  more  room.  We  have  had  500  inmates  exclusive  of  the  Idiot  Asylum, 
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4nid  in  a very  short  period  we  must  refuse  all  applications  except  as  vacancies  occur. 

I am  glad  to  find  that  you  are  prepared  to  recommend  the  erection  of  cottages  for 
the  chronic  patients  male  and  female,  who  are  able  to  behave  themselves  with  pro- 
priety. The  more  consideration  given  to  the  cottage  system  the  more  it  will  commend  itself 
to  your  judgment.  It  has  been  strongly  advocated  by  a most  able  Physician  Dr.  Jarvis, 
whose  pamphlet  was  presented  to  all  the  members  of  the  Association  at  the  Toronto  Meeting. 
In  the  last  report  of  the  Connecticut  State  Asylum  by  Dr.  Shew,  whose  sound  and  expe- 
rienced judgment  is  recognized  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  aequaintanee,  the  follow- 
ing words  aroused  : ‘‘  Sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  convince  me  that  the  ‘ Cottage  System  ’ 
can  be  made  to  play  an  important  part  in  connection,  with  aregularly  ‘organized  Hospital.’ 
There  is  a certain  air  of  social  comfort  more  like  ordinary  home-life  pervading  these  cottages 
than  can  be  found  in  the  wards  of  an  hospital.”  The  Superintendent  would  have  to  exer- 
cise careful  judgment  in  electing  the  inmates  for  the  cottages.  He  would  have  to  consider 
not  only  their  peculiar  condition  and  fitness  to  be  in  buildings,  where  less  supervision  will  be 
required,  but  also  the  temper  and  disposition  of  each  member  of  the  little  household,  to  prevent 
uncongenial  dispositions  from  being  associated  together.  Those  who  are  friendly  with  each 
other,  and  can  contribute  to  each  other’s  comfort,  must  be  placed  together.  The  whole  success 
of  the  scheme  depends  on  the  selection,  if  that  is  bad,  the  scheme  is  naught.  Therefore  the  in- 
mediate  consideration  is,  are  there  sufficient  of  both  sexes  in  the  Asylum  to  fill  eight  cottages  ? 
Can  forty-eight  of  each  sex  be  selected.  I think  there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  Twenty -four  were 
in  the  farm  house  and  the  other  cottage  for  six  months  without  any  evil  occurring,  and  with 
great  addition  to  their  own  comforts,  and  at  that  time,  when  our  numbers  were  few  com- 
pared with  the  numbers  we  now  have,  I could  have  found  as  many  more  men  equally  fit  for 
cottage  life.  I trust  the  cottages  will  be  built  next  spring  aud  the  system  in  operation  before 
the  succeeding  winter.  I laid  a sketch  of  the  designs  before  you  which  I hope  you  will  find 
satisfactory. 

It  would  simplify  the  question  of  providing  accommodation  for  the  future  increase  of 
the  insane  if  local  houses,  whether  styled.  Refuges  or  Houses  of  Industry  were  established  in 
each  County  or  union  of  Counties.  It  must  be  well  known  to  you  that  there  are  many  feeble, 
destitute  persons  utterly  unpro\dded  for.  The  towns  and  Counties  try  to  get  rid  of  them  by 
sending  them  to  gaol  or  to  Asylums,  I have  been  obliged  many  times  to  point  out  to  the  different 
authorities  that  the  papers  sent  for  application  of  admission  contain  descriptions  of  either 
feeble  paralytics  or  harmless  imbeciles,  become  so  from  disease  or  evil  habits  who  are  not  fit 
for  Asylums  but  very  proper  objeets  for  Houses  of  Refuge.  There  is  in  this  Asylum  a few 
people  of  this  class,  who  should  be  out  of  it  in  some  place  more  suited  for  them.  I have  sent 
out  of  the  Asylum  people  of  this  description.  They  have  no  homes  or  none  where  they  can 
foe  cared  for,  and  they  get  committed  to  gaol  or  brought  before  the  magistrates,  and  renewed 
application  is  made  to  the  Asylum  for  their  readmission.  They  suffer  from  neglect  when  it 
is  refused,  and  the  Superintendent  is  esteemed  a hard  and  unsympathizing  man  because  he 
regards  it  as  his  duty  to  keep  them  out  of  a house  provided  for  the  insane,  not  for  the  desti- 
tute. An  Act  to  compel  Counties  to  erect  buildings  and  provide  for  them  is  on  the  Statute 
Book,  but  it  is  optional  with  the  county  councils  to  do  the  work  or  not.  My  experience 
tells  me  that  when  men  have  the  option  of  refusing  to  tax  themselves,  they  are  not  slow  to 
avail  themselves  of  it,  and  that  nothing  short  of  the  compulsion  necessary  to  make  Counties 
act,  will  accomplish  the  relief  of  the  Asylums.  It  is  certain  that  much  relief  would  be  given 
Asylums,  were  proper  Refuges  provided  by  Counties.  But  a very  strict  supervision  would  be 
necessary.  There  are  a few  Refuges  in  the  Province  and  the  patients  sent  here  from  them, 
as  insane,  have  been  in  a very  filthy  condition.  There  are  very  few  gaols  where  the  insane  are 
kept  clean.  Some  sent  here  have  been  amazingly  dirty,  and  full  of  vermin.  I have  made 
it  a rule  to  report  to  you  every  instance  of  vermin -covered  patients  sent  from  gaols. 

I have  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  all  the  officers,  and  attendants,  and  general  ser' 
vants  attached  to  this  house.  Without  their  willing  and  careful  attention,  no  work  could  go 
on  satisfactorily  ; and  the  minutes  you  have  made  regarding  the  condition  of  the  house  during 
your  several  inspections,  as  well  as  the  report  of  the  Grand  Juries,  show  that  its  condition 
has  given  you  satisfaction.  I am  especially  indebted  to  my  friend,  Dr.  Lett,  for  his  most 
earnest  and  enduring  attention  to  the  inner  work  of  the  A.sylum,  and  his  kindness  to  every 
one.  He  has  continued  his  observations  on  the  effect  of  medicine,  and  is  making  other  obser- 
vations on  the  connection  of  the  quantities  of  Ozone  with  epidemic  disease  in  the  neighbour- 


161 


hood.  A more  able  and  indefatigable  officer  no  Asylum  can  possess.  If  I do  not  mention 
others  by  name,  it  is  not  because  I am  insensible  to  their  merits,  for  I have  only  praise  to 
bestow  on  all.  I have  to  represent  that  the  general  rise  in  all  prices  has  included  labour,  and 
it  is  by  no  means  so  easy  to  obtain  attendants,  of  either  sex,  of  a good  quality  as  it  was  two 
years  since.  Girls  get  as  much  in  general  service  as  we  give,  and,  therefore,  we  have  no  in- 
ducements for  them  to  accept  situations  amongst  rough  patients. 

In  Mr.  Tully’s  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Works,  last  year,  he  thought  proper  to 
comment  in  a most  incorrect  manner  upon  observations  of  mine  concerning  the  condition  of 
this  house.  I replied  in  a report  to  you  (not  published,  like  Mr.  Tully’s),  on  the  12th  of 
April  last,  in  which  I answered,  in  detail,  every  assertion  he  made,  and  proved  the  correctness 
of  my  remarks.  I might  appeal,  with  confidence,  to  the  architects  sent  here  by  the  Commis- 
sioner to  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  workmanship  and  condition  of  the  house  ; 
but,  as  their  report  is  not  published,  I shall  leave  it  to  time,  when  it  will  become  known  to 
justify  all  I have  said,  and  convict  Mr.  Tully  of  inaccuracy.  It  is  sufficient  now  to  state  that 
the  drainage  is  still  unremedied,  the  ventilation  unimproved,  the  woodwork  as  bad  as  can  be, 
and  the  plaster  falling  everywhere.  The  flooring  of  kitchen  and  laundry  speaks  for  itself. 
The  windows  are  immovable  without  a carpenter  constantly  at  work  ; the  shutters  are  worth 
less ; and  the  pumps  are  nearly  always  out  of  repair.  Every  one  of  these  statements  is,  at 
this  moment,  open  to  observation,  and  any  man’s  intelligence  can  confirm,  by  a very  slight 
observation,  the  truth  of  every  word  I have  written.  I think  this  is  a sufficient  reply  to  Mr. 
Tully’s  printed  remarks  and  comments  on  me.  If  any  future  remarks  are  published,  so  un- 
founded, reflecting  on  my  veracity,  I shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  appeal  to  the  Government  for  a 
board  of  inquiry  to  examine  into  the  facts. 

The  kitchen  requires^  cooking  range,  as  we  cannot  roast  sufficient  meat  or  bake  pies  and 
puddings  for  540  inmates  in  our  steam  range.  The  sameness  of  the  daily  food  is  a source  of 
just  complaint.  I have  to  request  you  to  provide  a cooking  range  next  year,  instead  of  our 
stove  ; after  the  original  cost,  the  fuel  will  be  about  the  same.  The  bakery  requires  consider- 
able addition.  Dr.  Lett  appeals  most  justly  to  you  for  an  efficient  mortuary. 

Farms  and  Grounds. 

From  the  end  of  May  until  September,  the  rain-fall  on  this  farm  was  under  two  inches, 
and  the  weather  intensely  hot  and  dry  all  the  time.  The  result  to  our  potato  crop  was,  that 
there  was  no  growth,  and  where  there  should  have  been  1800  bushels  of  “Early  Rose”  of  good 
size,  there  yielded  only  700  bushels  of  small  potatoes.  Out  of  the  remaining  twelve  acres  of 
late  potatoes,  there  will  be  only  half  a crop,  for  the  “ Peach  Blows”  were  only  beginning  to 
grow  in  September,  after  the  rains,  and  cannot  have  time  to  attain  any  size.  The  same 
drought  destroyed  our  hay  crop,  and  stunted  the  straw  of  the  oats.  The  only  good  crop  we 
have  is  the  barley — measured  45  bushels  to  the  acre — which  is,  however,  small  and  light  in 
the  grain.  Half  a crop  of  mangolds  will  be  gathered.  Swedish  turnips,  more  tops  than  roots  ; 
carrots  will  be  numerous,  but  small;  parsnips  the  same.  Out  of  12,000  cabbages  and  cauli- 
flowers, there  may  be  left  after  drought  and  grubs,  1200.  The  Kohl  Rabi  may  be  called  a 
failure,  they  are  so  small.  On  the  whole,  I have  not  thought  it  possible  to  buy  steers  with 
any  hope,  of  having  sufficient  roots  to  fatten  them,  and  have,  in  preference,  added  to  our  cows, 
as  we  want  the  milk,  and  can,  by  degrees,  kill  the  barren.  Thus,  a season  which  commenced 
with  a promise  of  abundance,  and  which  could  not  on  any  farm  appear  more  hopeful,  has 
euded  in  great  disappointment,  from  causes  beyond  our  control.  The  crop,  not  being  gathered,, 
cannot  be  given  in  bushels. 

Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  trees  planted  last  autumn  have  died  from  want  of  water.  All  the 
birch,  nearly  all  the  maple,  all  the  standard  apples,  and  all  the  evergreens  died  in  the  course 
of  the  summer ; and  we  were  compelled  to  stand  by  and  see  them  perish,  for  the  same 
drought  that  destroyed  them,  lessened  our  Asylum  water  supply  to  such  an  extent  that  none 
could  be  spared  to  save  the  trees.  We  sodded  about  an  acre  for  croquet  and  bowls,  but  the 
sod  has  since  it  was  laid  been  too  dry  to  be  got  into  playing  order.  The  cricket  field  has  also 
been  sodded.  A bowling  alley  for  ten  pins  has  also  been  built  at  a very  moderate  cost.  A 
billiard  table  has  been  put  into  the  amusement  room.  Our  flower  garden  has  displayed  its 
attractions  very  satisfactorily  for  the  time  and  expense  we  have  been  able  to  give  to  it.  Next 
year  it  will  be  better  worth  seeing,  as  the  little  additional  glass  we  are  putting  up  will  give  us 
11 
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winter  accommodation  for  bedding  plants.  We  shall  require  a Grant  for  replacing  the  lost 
trees  and  continuing  the  drainage,  which  the  many  demands  on  our  ornamentation  fund  pre- 
vented our  completing  this  year. 

A^sylum  for  Idiots. 

Since  my  last  report  an  institution,  termed  The  Asylum  for  Idiots,”  has  been  opened 
in  connection  with  the  General  Asylum,  on  the  grounds  in  the  rear  in  that  building.  The 
Idiot  Asylum  is  not  intended  for  the  training  of  imbecile  children,  and  its  name  conveys  an 
erroneous  idea  to  the  general  public  and  medical  profession,  and  has  caused  some  applications 
to  be  sent  to  me  for  the  admission  of  teachable  juvenile  idiots  who  cannot  be  trained  in  this 
institution.  The  Asylum  is  intended  to  contain  only  those  idiots  who  have  long  been  in  the 
gaols  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  or  who  have  been  maintained  by  Townships,  or  retained  at 
the  homes  of  relatives,  without  any  special  treatment,  and  too  often  subjected  to  most  careless 
and  injudicious  management,  both  at  their  homes  and  in  the  gaols.  No  doubt  such  an  insti- 
tution was  urgently  needed.  The  gaols  required  to  be  relieved  from  the  ],resence  of  such 
inmates,  and  the  inmates  required  better  and  cleanlier  care  than  they  received  in  gaols.  Also, 
those  who  never  were  in  gaols,  but  were  in  the  care  of  their  own  relatives,  assisted  or  un- 
assisted by  the  money  of  the  Townships,  equally  required  removal  from  filth  and  neglect,  and 
bad  or  ignorant  treatment ; therefore,  the  erection  of  a building  for  the  reception  of  these  long 
standing  idiots  had  become  a necessity,  and  its  enlargement  to  a capacity  necessary  for  all  the 
imbeciles  in  the  Province  will  be  one  of  the  most  humane  works  of  kindness  and  charity  'the 
Province  has  undertaken. 

There  are  17  males  and  11  females  in  this  Asylum;  two  are  the  offspring  of  intemperate 
parents ; two  of  moderate  drinkers,  so-called  ; and  the  rest  unknown  as  to  their  parents’ 
habits.  All  (with  one  exception),  male  and  female,  who  have  yet  been  received  in  this  Asylum 
were  admitted  in  a condition  of  dirt  and  vermin,  disgraceful  alike  to  the  gaols  and  the  rela- 
tions with  whom  they  resided  , and  their  condition  and  happiness  now,  compared  with  what 
it  was  previously,  shew  the  benefit  of  this  institution.  Some  came  with  reputations  for 
violence  and  dirty  habits,  and  (as  stated)  a necessity  for  restraint ; but  cleanliness,  and  kind- 
ness, and  good  diet  have  already  rendered  restraint  needless,  and  have  impioved  habits  that 
seemed  to  be  confirmed.  Among  the  number  admitted  are  some  children  capable  of  much 
improvement  under  a proper  system  of  management.  The  means  of  producing  this  improve- 
ment are  not  existing  in  this  Asylum,  but  are  urgently  required.  Many  sent  from  gaols  are 
not  properly  idiots,  but  they  are  cases  of  dementia,  or  have  lost  their  intellects  from  some 
disease  (not  recorded),  after  a comparatively  late  period  of  life.  They  have  been  sensible, 
and  possessed  of  their  faculties  for  some  years,  and  have  lost  them.  They  are,  therefore,  not 
idiots  ; but  it  was  thought  necessary  to  remove  them  from  gaols,  and  place  them  in  an  insti- 
tution, rather  incorrectly  called,  “ Idiot  Asylum.”  The  principle  that  governed  the  authori- 
ties is,  no  doubt,  a right  one.  The  term  only  is  misleading  for  the  people  of  the  Province 
may  suppose  that  they  have  an  Idiot  Asylum  already,  and  may  be  reluctant  to  sanction  the 
measures  required  to  build  one,  so  much  needed.  An  institution  for  the  reception  of  grown- 
up imbecil  s,  is  only  a kind  of  workhouse  for  their  reception  and  detention  during  their 
existence,  but  it  has  no  effect  in  improving  and  amending  their  condition,  or  increasing  their 
usefulness  during,  probably,  a long  life  ; nor  does  it  help  to  diminish  the  cost  to  the  Province 
of  the  maintenance  of  this  class  of  unfortunates.  An  Asylum  for  Idiots,  to  train  them  and 
educate  them,  to  teach  them  trades  and  handicrafts,  and  enable  them  to  do  something  towards 
their  own  maiijtenance,  as  well  as  to  elevate  them  in  the  scale  of  humanity,  is  absolutely  essen- 
tial in  order  to  put  this  country  on  a level  with  others  in  regard  to  its  charitable  institutions. 
Much  ignorance  seems  to  prevail  as  to  the  nature  of  idiotic  children  and  their  capacity  for 
improvement,  and  1 shall  devote  a few  sentences  to  some  remarks  on  this  point,  in  order  to  A 

advance,  as  far  as  I am  able,  the  desire  to  provide  for  true  idiots.  i;  J, 

Esquirol’s  definition  of  idiocy  is  “Un  etat  constitutionnel  dans  lequel  les  fonctions  intc- 
lectuelles  ne  se  sont  jamais  developpdes.” 

Translation. — A constitutional  condition  in  which  the  intellectual  functions  are  never  , 
developed.  i 

In  this  definition  he  does  not  say  that  the  intellect  cannot  be  developed,  but  that  it  is  not,  | 

and  this  and  all  other  definitions  appear  most  singularly  to  confine  themselves  to  the  psychologi-  [ 
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cal  side  of  the  question.  No  allusion  is  ever  made  to  the  absence  of  muscular  development, 
or  to  any  other  organic  deficiencies.  Want  of  development  of  the  intellectual  functions,  indi- 
cated by  the  diminished  brain,  is  generally  apparent  in  the  configuration  of  the  head  of  the 
idiot.  But  the  configuration  that  indicates  cerebral  deficiencies,  also  indicates  bodily  defor- 
mity; limbs  of  unequal  power  and  unequal  development,  want  of  motion,  or  the  power  of 
regulating  motion  ; inability  to  move  the  tongue  to  form  speech;  want  of  power  to  control 
the  sphincters.  Cerebral  deficiencies  in  some  of  its  organs  give  rise  both  to  mental  and  cor- 
poreal phenomena  of  idiocy.  Metaphysical  discussions  are  impractical  and  useless  in  active 
life.  We  can  held  no  relations  to  the  mind  except  through  the  body.  When  that  is  dead 
we  have  no  more  intimacy  with  the  mind  that  belonged  to  it.  It  is  of  no  use,  for  practical  pur- 
poses, to  discuss  how  their  mutual  relations  were  maintained.  If  we  want  to  improve  the 
mind  we  can  only  do  it  by  acting  on  the  body  through  those  organs  that  convey  impressions 
to  the  brain.  Therefore,  for  all  practical  purposes,  every  man  who  wishes  to  be  useful  to 
idiots  must  be  a materialist,  and  he  must  leave  to  mere  “ Theorists,”  the  discussion  of  the 
question  of  the  manner  of  the  relations  of  one  to  the  other,  or  of  the  nature  of  mind.  He  has 
no  concern  with  this  discussion.  It  is  sufficient  for  him  that  the  Creator  has  given  him  his 
work  to  do  through  material  organs.  Let  any  one  enter  this  or  any  other  Asylum  for  idiots, 
and  observe  the  want  of  physical  organization  in  those  who  cannot  walk  or  talk ; or  feed  them- 
selves, or  dress  themselves  or  .who  possess  no  control  over  the  ordinary  functions  of  the  body, 
who  are  stunted  in  stature,  who  have  limbs  unequally  developed,  heads  far  below  ordinary  capa- 
city, Let  such  an  one,  I say,  reflect  and  assert,  if  he  can  that  there  is  not  bodily  malady  as 
well  as  consequent  mental  deficiencies.  I lay  stress  on  this  because  I conceive  that  it  is  by 
training  the  body  we  are  to  overcome  the  deficiencies  of  the  body,  and  improve  the  deficien- 
cies of  the  mind  by  training  the  cerebrum.  If  the  evil  were  purely  mental  unconnected  with 
matter,  what  could  man  do  for  its  amendment  ? Who  can  minister  to  a mind  diseased,  if 
neither  brain  or  body  have  connection  with  mind  ? To  appreciate  properly  the  system  of 
training  necessary  for  idiotic  children,  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  form  a clear  idea  of  the 
nature  of  idiocy,  and  to  estimate  the  distance  which  intervenes  between  their  understanding 
and  ordinary  understanding,  common  to  the  majority  of  mankind.  This  study  will  enlighten 
us  on  the  imperfections  of  our  nature,  and  the  diversity  of  our  organizations,  and  the  means 
necessary  to  strengthen  its  power  to  combat  vices  or  correct  faults.  Nothing  appeals  more 
vividly  to  the  mind  than  that  which  appears  through  the  eyes.  Enter  an  Asylum  and  see  one 
poor  creature  trembling  with  rage,  vociferating,  or  in  tears  ; Another  crouched  down  in  silence, 
motionless  as  an  antomaton  ; one  whom  you  address  runs  away  laughing,  another  offers  you 
salutations  or  respects  in  profusion  ; one  gives  a half  intelligent  answer  to  questions,  another 
has  a tongue  that  seems  too  big  for  his  mouth,  and  speech  is  confused  and  inarticulate,  some 
are  blind  ; epliptic  ; dumb ; have  no  regular  movements  ; hardly  sufficient  to  serve  for  their 
own  wants  and  appetites.  Enter  the  Asylum  when  the  art  of  training  these  unfortunates  has 
been  long  in  operation  and  see  those  silent,  helpless,  and  those  screeching  idiots,  after  skill  has 
been  devoted  to  their  care,  and  what  a difference.  All  are  cleanly,  most  are  occupied.  Those 
with  most  limited  faculties  are  taught  order  even  if  they  are  incapable  of  usefulness.  Eyes 
are  trained  to  see,  ears  to  hearken.  If  a child,  with  unimpaired  faculties,  can  be  taught  to 
recognize  with  its  ears  the  different  sounds  belonging  to  quick  and  slow  vibrations,  so  as  to 
determine  the  fitting  musical  note,  so  can  the  impaired  intellect  be  taught  to  discriminate 
tones,  where,  if  untaught,  all  is  unrecognizable.  It  is  by  recognizing  the  dependence  of  men- 
ial and  moral  qualities  on  physical  organization,  that  idiots  are  successfully  trained,  and  by 
exercising  bodily  deficiencies  strength  is  gained.  The  habit  of  use  gives  power  to  the  organ, 
the  habit  of  use  whether  directed  to  the  arm  or  to  the  leg,  gives  power  to  the  limbs  ; so  the 
use  of  an  intellectual  quality  strengthens  the  brain  and  confirms  its  power,  and  no  teaching 
that  does  not  recognize  the  dependence  of  mind  on  brain,  the  fact  that  brains  are  increased 
and  strengthened  by  faculties  being  called  into  judicious  action,  will  succeed  in  improving 
idiots.  But  this  problem  being  granted,  does  any  one  conceive  the  amount  of  courage  required 
to  attempt  its  solution.  What  patience  ! what  mildness  ! what  firmness ! what  kindness  ! 
what  severity  ! and  what  perseverance  ! are  essential  to  encourage  the  good  will  of  some,  to 
conquer  the  bad  dispositions  of  others,  to  stimulate  sluggishness,  to  subdue  arrogance,  and 
pride.  What  authority  is  requisite  to  command  them,  to  bend  them  to  discipline!  What 
sagacity  and  resources  of  mind  and  invention,  to  open  understandings  so  obscure,  to  cause 
light  to  enter  on  their  darkened  impressions,  ideas  and  recollections,  and  to  form  for  them, 


104 


or  enable  them  to  form  ulterior  acts  of  mind  ! Sufficiently  imposing  is  the  task  to  dismay 
men  from  encountering  such  complicated  difficulties.  But  these  difficulties  are  encountered 
and  surmounted.  Gymnasia  give  strength  and  co-ordinate  action  to  muscles,  and  add  to 
bodily  powers.  Senses  are  better  exercised  ; exactness  and  precision  are  given  to  their  mo- 
tions. Actions  are  trained  to  subordination  to  mind.  A knowledge  of  letters  is  given,  so  that 
they  acquire  power  to  read  and  write  and  draw',  and  use  the  first  principles  of  arithmetic. 
They  are  familiarised  with  the  difterent  qualities  of  bodies,  and  thus  taught  the  rudiments 
of  geometry,  and  to  reconcile  abstract  ideas  of  figures,  space,  density,  colour  and  weight,  with 
facts ; from  thence  they  learn  ideas  of  order,  obedience,  and  duty,  which  are  the  most  elevated 
qualities  of  our  organization.  Health  and  robustness  of  mind  and  body  are  the  necessary 
consequences  of  this  training,  and  they  thus  become  diverted  from  secret  and  fatal  habits ; for 
the  more  they  are  given  to  healthy  work,  the  more  they  are  withdrawn  from  vicious  inclina- 
tions. These  are  the  objects  and  advantages  of  the  institution  w’e  require  in  the  Province, 
and  which  have  been  obtained  effectually  elsewhere.  All  these  things  are  well  known  to  the 
medical  profession  and  I reiterate  them  in  the  fervent  hope  that  by  so  doing  I shall  cause 
them  to  become  better  known  to  the  public  of  Ontario,  and  help  to  establish,  as  early  as  possible, 
a training  asylum  so  much  required.  Out  of  the  first  twenty-five  patients  admitted  to  this 
Asylum  for  idiots  six  were  children,  at  or  under  the  age  of  puberty,  and  all  these  are  capable 
of  great  improvement  by  the  system  I have  alluded  to.,  There  are  no  means  to  carry  into 
operation  this  training  system  here,  nor  have  any  of  us  the  requisite  qualities  to  fulfil  such 
duties,  if  the  means  were  at  hand.  Special  training  and  peculiar  qualities  are  required  in  the 
man  who  has  to  conduct  an  Asylum  for  idiots,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  do  justice  in  an 
institution  like  this, [to  those  who  are  capable  of  much  improvement,  like  the  six  juveniles  now 
in  it.  If  every  infant  had  been  collected  in  a training  institution  years  since,  there  w^ould 
now  be  no  necessity  for  the  cost  of  providing  for  adult  imbeciles  in  this  Asylum,  for  they 
would  have  been  placed  where  they  could  have  been  taught  some  useful  arts,  and  the  Province 
would  have  avoided  the  cost  of  building  both  a training  asylum  and  a house  of  detention.  It 
is  vain  to  look  back  on  our  sins  of  omission.  That  which  we  have  neglected  hitherto  can  only 
be  remedied  by  prompt  action  now,  and  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  if  future  expense  is  to  be 
avoided.  The  Ohio  Board  of  Charities,  1869,  states  “ That  a number  of  feeble-minded  chil- 
dren, whose  education  would  be  wholly  impracticable  elsewhere,  are  educated  to  an  extent 
which  greatly  promotes  their  comfort,  and  may,  in  many  instances,  secure  their  future  welfare 
is  a fact  beyond  cavil.”  The  New  York  State  Board  says,  “ The  success  of  this  institution 
has  become  assured,  and  it  elevates  its  inmates  in  the  scale  of  moral  and  intellectual  being, 
rendering  their  presence  in  society  endurable.”  The  Illinois  says,  “ The  results  are  most 
satisfactory.”  In  Great  Britain  such  institutions  have  long  been  established  and  have  been 
devoted  far  more  than  in  the  States  to  instruction  in  industrial  occupations,  and  most  suc- 
cessfully. 

So  far  I have  presumed  to  call  your  attention  to  a great  want  which  our  institution  can- 
not supply. 

There  are  many  defects  in  the  structure  of  this  building.  No  provision  was  made  ori- 
ginally for  hot  water^  and  the  substitution  of  a boiler  inside  the  building  creates  a nuisance. 
There  being  no  chimney  to  carry  off  the  smoke,  a twelve-inch  iron  pipe  has  been  carried  into 
the  nine-inch  kitchen  flue.  The  consequence  of  this  stroke  of  genius  is  that  the  house  is  filled 
with  smoke  every  time  the  boiler  fire  is  lighted,  and  it  will  not  be  remedied  until  a chimney 
is  built.  You  have  a smoke- pipe  of  12  inches  diameter  and  one  7 inches  to  pass  through  a 
pipe  of  9 inches.  In  other  words,  you  have  292T688  cubic  inches  of  smoke  required  to  go 
through  a pipe  of  the  capacity  of  only  187*2348  cubic  inches,  assuming  a similar  length  of 
pipe  (2  inches)  in  relation  to  the  diameter  in  each  calculation.  Something  like  putting  a 
quart  of  beer  into  a pint  pot.  As  the  pipe  to  which  the  hydrants  in  the  building  are  attached 
do  not  connect  with  the  tank,  but  only  with  the  pump  supply-pipe,  the  consequence  is  that 
the  hydrants  can  only  be  supplied  with  water  when  the  Asylum  pumps  are  going,  and  then 
only  when  the  four  tanks  in  the  main  building  are  full.  If  a fire  should  occur  in  the  night, 
or  at  other  time  when  our  tanks  are  not  full,  not  a pint  of  water  will  be  had  in  the  Idiot 
Asylum  hydrants.  I have  so  often  called  your  attention  to  this  skilful  engineering  that  I am 
in  despair  of  a remedy,  and  only  now  report  it  in  order  that  no  responsibility  may  attach  to 
me  in  case  of  mischief.  The  evil  is  more  deplorable  as  the  remedy  is  so  easy.  A pipe  from 
the  main  tank  to  the  idiot  supply-pipe  would  give  water  to  the  Idiot  Asylum  so  long  as  there 
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is  any  in  the  main  tank.  The  Idiot  Asylum  is  often  half  a day  without  water.  It  cannot  be 
pumped  direct  without  breaking  something  about  the  pumps,  as  the  supply  pipe  is  one  inch 
and  a half  and  the  pump  three  inches  diameter. 

There  are  many  other  things  I might  call  your  attention  to,  but  as  I have  written  you 
many  letters  during  the  past  year  on  deficiencies  and  wants,  I need  not  here  repeat  them.  I 
earnestly  trust  that  the  ensuing  summer  will  not  pass  away  before  this  Asylum  reaches  the 
perfection  we  all  wish  it  to  have. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  LANDOE,  M.D., 

Sujperintendent. 
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Showing  the  Number  of  Applications  received,  and  how  disposed  of,  from  80th 

Sept.,  1871,  to  1st  Oct.,  1872. 


M. 

! 

F. 

T. 

Remarks. 

No.  Applications  Received 

70 

8 

70 

17 

140 

25 

No.  applications  received  includes  war- 
ranted cases,  all  of  whom  have  been 
admitted. 

“ “ Rejected 

“ “ Admitted 

62 

53 

115 

166 


TABLE  No.  3. 


Showing  the  Deaths  in  the  Asylum,  from  30th  Sept.  1871,  to  1st  Oct,  1872,  with 
the  Ages,  Causes,  and  Length  of  Asylum  Residence. 


Sex. 

Age. 

Asylum  Residence. 

Date  of  Death. 

Proximate  Cause  of  Death. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

367 

Male 

54 

14 

8 

17 

Oct.  1st,  1871 

Scrofula. 

52 

Female 

63 

16 

2 

27 

“ 4th,  “ 

Chronic  Hepatitis. 
Epilepsy. 

Acute  Diarrhoea. 

487 

Male 

19 

0 

1 

6 

“ 12th,  “ 

154 

Female 

51 

9 

1 

14 

“ 16th,  “ 

379 

Female 

46 

0 

10 

3 

Nov.  24th,  “ 

Phthisis, 

273 

Male 

65 

14 

6 

20 

Dec.  9th,  “ 

Senile  Decay. 
General  Paresis. 

503 

Male 

40 

0 

2 

1 

“ 22nd,  “ 

491 

Female 

26 

0 

3 

15 

“ 28th,  “ 

Cerebritis. 

531 

Female 

34 

0 

1 

5 

Jan.  31st,'  “ 

Erysipelas. 

Apoplexy. 

39 

Female 

42 

22 

4 

26 

Feb.  28th,  “ 

176 

Female  

42 

5 

5 

7 

“ 28th,  “ 

Marasmus. 

191 

Male 

52 

3 

11 

4 

March  2nd  “ 

Chronic  Hepatitis. 
Scrofula.  ..... 

275 

Male 

32 

9 

10 

13 

“ 4th  “ 

439 

Male 

40 

0 

9 

6 

“ 6th  “ 

Phthisis. 

384 

Female 

45 

1 

1 

12 

“ 10th  “ 

Marasmus. 

522 

Female 

50 

0 

3 

19 

“ 15th  “ 

Chronic  Meningitis. 
Phthisis. 

346 

Male 

32 

6 

4 

26 

“ 26th  “ 

109 

Male 

55 

18 

0 

7 

April  14th  “ 

Disease  of  Heart. 

123 

Female 

48 

21 

10 

28 

“ 17th  “ 

Chronic  Meningitis, 
Capillary  Bronchitfe. 
Chronic  Hepatitis. 
Scrofula. 

387 

Female 

59 

1 

2 

17 

“ 21st  “ 

394 

Male 

31 

1 

2 

26 

May  10th  “ 

510 

Female 

31 

0 

6 

13 

“ 13th  “ 

544 

Female 

36 

0 

3 

20 

“ 29th  “ 

Epilepsy. 

484 

Female 

9 

0 

8 

30 

“ 30th  “ 

Phthisis. 

84 

Female 

61 

19 

3 

12 

June  30th  “ 

Senile  Decay. 
Chronic  Meningitis. 

199 

Male 

35 

3 

7 

14 

July  15th  “ 

“ 28th  “ 

353 

Female ....... 

50 

12 

0 

5 

Phthisis. 

TABLE  No.  4. 


Showing  the  Length  of  Asylum  Residence,  Age,  and  form  of  Mental  Disorder  of 
those  Discharged  from  30th  Sept.  1871,  to  1st  Oct.,  1872. 


ii  o 

Sex. 

Age. 

Asylum  Residence. 

Form  of 

Mental  Disorder. 

Duration  of 
Attack  before 
A dmission. 

No.  of 
Attacks. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

455 

Male 

58 

0 

3 

14 

Mania 

6 Weeks 

1st. 

486 

Male 

21 

0 

1 

14 

Imbecility 

17  Years 

430 

Male 

50 

0 

5 

14 

Melancholia 

5 Months  

1st. 

445 

Male 

24 

0 

4 

17 

M ania 

2 Weeks 

1st. 

449 

Female 

24 

0 

4 

29 

Melancholia 

5 Months  . 

1st. 

393 

Male 

35 

0 

10 

8 

Melancholia 

8 Years 

1st. 

465 

Male 

23 

0 

5 

21 

Mania 

10  Days 

2nd. 

488 

Female 

35 

0 

4 

6 

Melancholia 

3 Months  

1st. 

466 

Male 

39 

0 

6 

9 

Mania  

3 Weeks 

1st. 

499 

Female 

25 

0 , 

4 

0 

Mania 

7 Weeks 

1st. 

443 

Male 

43 

0 1 

7 

27 

Mania 

3 Years 

2nd. 

457 

Female 

17 

0 

7 

8 

Mania 

6 Weeks 

1st. 

419 

Female .... 

24 

0 

9 

30 

Mania 

10  Days 

2nd. 

424 

Female 

30 

0 

9 

19 

Mania  

18  Months 

1st. 

418 

Female 

28 

0 

10 

6 

Melancholia 

5 Months  

2nd, 

401 

Male  

27 

1 

1 

3 

Mania 

2 Weeks 

2nd, 

395 

Female 

36 

1 

1 

7 

Mania 

5 Weeks 

1st. 

461 

Male 

63  1 

0 

9 

15 

Melancholia 

12  Months 

9 

489 

Female 

27 

0 

7 

20 

Mania 

12  Days 

1st. 

474 

Male 

64 

0 

9 

28 

Mania 

3 Months  

3rd. 

435 

Male 

34 

0 

11 

11 

Melancholia 

4 Months  

1st. 

396 

Female 1 

28  1 

1 

2 

12 

Mania 

5 Months  

1st. 

TABLE  No.  4 — Continued. 


nT 

Sex. 

Age. 

Asylum  Residence. 

Form  of 

Mental  Disorder. 

Duration  of 
Attack  before 
Admission. 

No.  of 
Attacks. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

501 

Male 

> 

0 

7 

10 

Mania 

9 

433 

Female 

0 

8 

23 

Melancholia 

2 Weeks 

3rd. 

468 

Female 

25 

0 

10 

13 

Mania 

7 Weeks 

1st. 

202 

Female 

53 

3 

2 

0 

Mania 

2 Years 

1st. 

529 

Male  

43 

0 

5 

10 

Mania 

6 Weeks 

1st. 

532 

Male 

36 

0 

4 

28 

Mania 

1 Week 

1st. 

558 

Male 

? 

0 

2 

9 

Mania 

3 Months  

1st. 

551 

Male 

48 

0 

2 

22 

Melancholia 

2 Months  

2nd. 

559 

Female  

23 

0 

2 

15 

Mania : 

6 Weeks 

1st. 

498 

Male 

34 

0 

8 

14 

Melancholia 

4 Weeks 

Several, 

560 

Male 

45 

0 

2 

15 

Melancholia 

5 Months  

1st. 

456 

Male 

64 

0 

11 

15  ' 

Melancholia 

1 Year  

1st. 

206 

Female 

27 

2 

11 

18 

Mania 

9 

3rd. 

540 

Female  

18 

0 

4 

29 

Mania 

7 Weeks 

1st. 

550 

Male 

36 

0 

'4 

21 

Mania 

5 Weeks 

2nd. 

482 

Male 

19 

0 

11 

3 

Mania 

2 Weeks 

2nd. 

386 

Female  

? 

1 

7 

17 

Mania 

9 

9 

534 

Male 

46 

0 

8 

0 

Mania 

9 

2nd. 

546 

Female  . . . 

30 

0 

6 

25 

Mania 

7 Weeks 

1st. 

556 

Female  

43 

0 

5 

26 

Mania  

2 Weeks 

1st. 

582 

Female  

26 

0 

3 

11 

Melancholia 

5 Weeks 

1st. 

426 

Female  

17 

1 

5 

1 

Mania 

5 Days 

1st. 

565 

Female  

13 

0 

5 

8 

Hysteria  

5 Weeks...  

1st. 

TABLE  No,  5. 

Showing  the  Besidence  of  those  admitted  from  30th  Sept.,  1871,  to  Oct.  1st,  1872. 


No. 

Counties. 

By  Warrant. 

Medical  Certificate. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

' 1 

Brant  

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

8 

2 

Bruce 

1 

2 

3 

44 

3 

3 

6 

3 

Elgin  

1 

ii 

1 

4 

5 

9 

10 

4 

Essex ; 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

7 

5 

Grrey 

Ci 

2 

2 

“ 

“ 

44 

2 

6 

Haldimand 

44 

3 

3 

3 

7 

Huron  

<( 

1 

1 

6 

6 

7 

8 

Kent 

1 

1 

44 

6 

6 

7 

9 

Lambton 

7 

7 

1 

44 

1 

8 

10 

Middlesex 

4 

2 

6 

9 

9 

18 

24 

11 

Norfolk 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

7 

12 

Ontario 

1 

1 

44 

0 

1 

13 

Oxford 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

7 

9 

14 

Perth 

3 

(i 

3 

(( 

1 

1 

4 

15 

Peterboro’  

a 

1 

1 

44 

44 

1 

16 

Simcoe 

1 

1 

44 

(( 

1 

17 

Victoria  

1 

1 

2 

44 

“ 

44 

2 

18 

Waterloo  

iC 

(C 

44 

5 

1 

6 

6 

19 

York  ;... 

2 

2 

“ 

44 

2 

Total  

28 

18 

46 

34 

35 

69 

115 

168 


TABLE  ]So.  6. 


Showing  the  Employment  of  the  Patients  during  the  Year  ending  Oct.  1st,  1872. 


Service. 


No. 


M..VLES. 

Farm  

Garden  

Grounds 

Carpenter’s  Shop 

Boiler  Houses  

Bakery 

Butcher’s  Shop  

Tinsmith’s  Shop  

Sewing  Boom 

Kitchen 

Laundry  

Dining  Rooms 

On  the  Wards 


40 

10 

5 

3 

4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 

3 

4 
26 


Total 


103 


Females. 

Dining  Rooms 

Kitchen 

Sewing  Room 

Laundiy 

On  the  Wards  


4 

2 

19 

10 

118 


Total 


153 


TABLE. 


Showing  the  Civil  Condition,  Nationalities  and  Religion  of  those  in  the  Asylum, 

October  1st,  1872.  . 


CIVIL  CONDITION. 

Married 

Single  


No. 

213 

283 


Total  496 

NATIONALITIES. 

England 61 

Ireland  179 

Scotland  55 

Canada  154 

United  States  14 

Others  16 

Unknown 17 


Total - 496 

RELIGION. 

Church  of  England  123 

Roman  Catholic  132 

Presbyterian 93 

Methodist 71 

Others  52 

Unknown 25 


Total 496 
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TABLE. 


^ Showing  the  Residence  of  Patients  in  the  Asylum  on  October  1st,  1872. 


COUNTIES. 

Male. 

Eemale. 

Total. 

Brant... 

7 

6 

13 

Bruce 

2 

10 

12 

Carleton  : 

3 

i 5 

8 

Elgin 

14 

17 

31 

Essex > 

11 

10 

21 

Erontenac 

4 

6 

10 

1 

7 

8 

Haldimand  

3 

8 

11 

Halton  

1 

4 

5 

Hastings  

3 

2 

5 

Huron  

12 

6 

18 

Kent  

5 

15 

20 

Lambton  

12 

10 

22 

Lanark 

2 

1 

3 

Leeds  and  Grenville  

2 

2 

Lennox  and  Addington 

2 

1 

3 

Lincoln 

2 

5 

7 

Middlesex 

40 

36 

76 

Norfolk 

6 

11 

17 

Northumberland  and  Durham 

8 

6 

14 

Ontario 

5 

5 

10 

Oxford 

12 

13 

25 

Peel  

3 

2 

5 

Perth \ 

4 

11 

15 

Peterboro’ 

2 

2 

Prescott  and  Eussell 

1 

1 

2 

Prince  Edward 

1 

1 

Simcoe 

5 

12 

17 

Stormont t 'J 

Dundas  and  v 

2 

4 

6 

Glengarry j 

Victoria . 

3 

4 

7 

Waterloo  , 

7 

4 

11 

Welland  f 

4 

4 

Wellington  

6 

3 

9 

Wentworth  

4 

7 

11 

York  

18 

18 

36 

Province  of  Quebec  

2 

2 

United  States 

1 

1 

Unknown 

16 

10 

26 

Total 

232 

264 

496 

TABLE. 


Showing  the  Nationalities,  Religion,  and  Counties  from  which  admitted,  of  all  in 
the  Idiot  Asylum,  on  80th  September,  1872. 


England 

Ireland  

Scotland  

Canada  

Others  

Unknown 

Total 


Nationalities. 


No. 


! 


Counties. 


No. 


2 Brant 

I 2 Carleton  

2 I Elgin 

17  [Erontenac 

1 ] Hastings 

1 Huron  

Kent  

25  I Lennox  and  Addington, 


2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 
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TABLK 

Showing  the  Nationalities,  Religion,  and  Counties  from  which  admitted,  of  all  in 
the  Idiot  Asylum,  on  30th  September,  1872. — Continued. 


Religion. 

No. 

Counties. 

No, 

l^ng^Hsh  Church  

4 

Tjincoln 

1 

Roman  Catholic .• 

8 

Middlesex' : 

1 

Presbyterian 

5 

Perth 

2 

Methodist 

3 

Simcoe 

3 

Others 

2 

Victoria 

1 

Unknown  

3 

Waterloo  

1 

W^ent  worth  

1 

Total 

25 

York 

1 

Total 

25 

On  the  10th  of  October,  when  my  report  was  sent,  there  were  28  inmates,  but  on 
the  30th  September  only  the  above  25. 

H.  L, 


I 
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4» 


REPORT 


OF  THE 
OF  THE 

BSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB, 

BELLEVILLE. 


J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq., 

Inspector  of  Asylums^  Prisons ^ &c. 

Toronto. 

Sir, — In  conformity  with  the  requirement  of  the  Statute,  I beg  leave  to  submit  my 
second  annual  report,  showing  the  operations  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  during  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1872.  From  your  frequent  and  thorough 
inspection,  and  from  regular  correspondence,  I am  aware  that  you  are  fully  acquainted  with 
the  workings  of  the  Institution  in  its  several  departments.  I only  propose  to  give  a resume 
of  what  has  been  done  during  the  year,  with  such  suggestions  as  to  improvements,  &c.,  as 
will  place  the  Institution  in  a proper  condition  to  carry  out  the  design  for  which  it  was 
established. 

During  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1872,  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  was 


as  follows : — 

Males 97 

Females 52 

Total 149 

They  were  supported  as  follows  : — 

. By  parents  or  friends ‘ 77 

“ the  Government  of  Ontario,  as  orphans  13 
“ Municipalities : 

County  of  Brant 3 

“ Carleton 1 

Grey 3 

‘‘  Hastings 5 

“ Huron 12 

“ Lambton 3 

“ Middlesex 1 

“ Norfolk  3 

“ Northumberland  and  Durham...  11 

“ Ontario 1 

‘‘  Peel  1 

“ Simcoe 1 
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County  of  Welland 1 

“ Wellington 4 

‘‘  York 3 

Town  of  Belleville  “ Hastings  3 

Village  of  Cayuga  Haldimand  1 

I Township  of  Tay  ‘‘  Simcoe 1 

“ Innisfil  “ “ 1 


Total 149 

The  total  number  of  pupils  who  have  entered  the  Institution  from  its  organization 
October  20th,  1870,  to  September  30th,  1872,  is — 

Males  99 

Females 54 

Total 153 


All  of  these,  with  one  exception,  are  from  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  reside  in  the 


following  Counties  and  Cities  : — 


Brant 7 

Bruce 1 

Caileton  2 

Durham 6 

Elgin 3 

Essex 1 

Frontenac 4 

Grey 5 

Huron  14 

Haldimand 2 

Hamilton 1 

Hastings 8 

Kent 2 

Lambton  7 

Kingston 1 

Lanark 2 

Leeds  and  Grenville  3 

Lennox  and  Addington 2 

Lincoln  1 

London.. 1 

Middlesex  15 


Norfolk 5 

Northumberland 10 

Ontario 3 

Ottawa  1 

Oxford 2 

Peel 3 

Perth  7 

Peterborough 1 

Prince  Edward  1 

Restigouche,  New  Brunswick 1 

Russell 2 

Simcoe  6 

Toronto 3 

Welland 3 

Wellington.,. 6 

Wentworth 4 

York  6 

Waterloo  1 

Total 153 


The  following  tables  will  show  the  religion,  nationality  and  occupation  of  the  parents  of 
those  included  in  the  above  statement : — 


Presbyterian 

Methodists 

Church  of  England 

Baptists . 

Roman  Catholics.  .. 
Bible  Christians  . . . . 
Lutheran 


Scotland 
Ireland .. 
Canada  .. 
Germany 
England., 


46 

38 

33 

11 

7 

2 

1 


Congregational  ..... 

Evangelical  

Disciples  of  Christ. 
Unknown 

Total 


Nationality. 


24 

33 
42 

3 

34 


Indian  

United  States 

Unknown  

Total 


1 

1 

1 

12 

153 


1 

4 

12 


153 
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Occupation. 


Farmers 76 

Trader 1 

Tailor 1 

Blacksmiths 3 

Labourers 15 

Coopers 2 

Carpenter . 6 

Governor  of  J ail. 1 

Drayman  1 

Nurseryman 1 

Plasterer 1 

Tavern-keeper  1 

Boot  and  Shoe  Maker 1 

Iron  Monger 1 

Teamsters 2 

Fisherman  1 

Miller 1 

W asherwoman 1 

Painters  and  Decorators  2 

Millwright  1 


Sail-maker t 

Merchants 3 

Brick-maker 1 

Currier 1 

Boarding-housekeeper 1 

Yeoman 1 

School  Teachers 2 

Minister 1 

Clerk 1 

Butcher 1 

Gardener 1 

Waggon-maker 1 

Accountant 1 

Baker 1 

Manufacturer  1 

Merchant  and  Farmer 1 

Unknown 15 

Total 153 


From  the  foregoing  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  deaf  mutes 
have  been  connected  with  the  Institution  since  its  organization,  less  than  two  years  ago.  At 
the  present  time  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  pupils  are  in  attendance.  Twenty-one  have  not 
returned  to  School  for  various  reasons,  but  the  principal  reason  assigned  is  the  inability  of 
the  parents  to  pay  the  amount  of  $6.00  per  month  for  board.  From  the  statisti- 
cal information  published  in  the  first  Annual  Report,  we  are  convinced  that  there  are  at 
least  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  (125)  deaf  mutes,  besides  those  who  have  been  entered, 
who  should  be  sent  to  the  Institution.  These  children  are  kept  at  home  from  various  causes ; 
some  because  their  parents  are  not  able  to  pay  the  sum  charged  for  their  maintenance,  and 
do  not  feel  willing  to  ask  aid  from  the  Municipality  ; others  are  not  able  to  pay,  and  the 
Municipality  will  not  give  them  the  desired  aid  ; and,  I am  sorry  to  say,  that  I have  been 
informed  of  cases  where  the  parents  are  able  to  educate  their  children,  but  are  unwilling  to 
be  deprived  of  their  labour  while  they  are  at  School.  Taking  all  these  things  into  consider- 
ation, I think  we  should  feel  encouraged  at  the  number  who  have  entered  the  Institution 
up  to  this  time. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I prepared  and  sent  the  following  circular  to  the 
Clerks  of  all  the  Municipalities  in  the  Province  : — 

“Ontario  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

“Belleville,  August  20th,  1872. 

“ Sir, — I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  communication  from  J.  W. 
Langmuir,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c.,  for  the  Province  of  Ontario: — 

‘ Office  of  Inspector  of  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c,, 

‘Toronto,  15th  August,  1872. 


‘ Sir,— The  Government  having  had  under  consideration  the  desirability  of  reducing 
the  rate  of  board  of  all  pupils  sent  by  various  municipalities  to  the  Ontario  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  I have  pleasure  in  informing  you  that,  from  the  opening  of  the  ensuing 
session,  Municipal  Corporations  will  only  be  charged  One  Dollar  per  week  for  the  board  of 
pupils  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  same.  This  reduction  in  the 
rate  of  board  is  authorized  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Institution  to 
accomplish  to  the  fullest  extent  the  object  for  which  it  was  founded,  viz.,  that  every  deaf 
mute  of  school  age  in  the  Province  might  be  placed  under  instruction.  It  is  most  sincerely  to 
be  hoped  that  all  municipalities  having  deaf  mute  children  within  their  limits,  will  heartily  co- 
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operate  with  the  GoverDment  in  endeavouring  to  bring  about  this  most  desired  result,  and 
that  the  greatest  promptitude  and  liberality  will  be  shown  by  them  in  seeking  out  and  sending 
forward  pupils  at  the  opening  of  the  next  Session  on  the  fourth  of  September,  1872. 

‘ Eespectfully  yours, 

*J.  W.  Langmuir, 

* W.  J.  Palmer,  Inspector. 

‘ Principal.' 

**  During  the  second  session  of  the  Institution,  which  closed  June  26th,  1872,  there 
were  one  hundred  and  twenty- four  deaf  mutes  in  attendance.  Of  this  number  fifty- five  were 
supported  by  parents  and  friends,  thirteen  by  the  Government  as  orphans,  and  fifty-six  by 
Municipalities. 

“ As  near  as  we  can  ascertain,  there  are  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  deaf  mutes  in  the 
Province,  of  proper  age,  who  have  not  entered  the  Institution.  Of  this  number  many  are 
not  sent  forward,  because  their  parents  or  friends  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  support  in  the 
Institution,  In  some  instances  Municipal  Councils  have  ordered  all  deaf  mutes  of  the 
proper  age  to  be  sent  to  the  Institution  at  the  expense  of  the  Municipality.  I would  respect- 
fully ask  you  to  place  this  matter  before  the  Council  at  their  next  meeting  for  consideration. 
Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  will  enable  every  deaf  mute 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  an  education  so  generously  provided  by 
the  Government.  Any  information  as  to  the  form  of  application,  terms  of  admission,  &C;, 
will  be  cheerfully  given  on  application  to  me  by  letter  or  otherwise. 

Very  respectfully, 

‘‘  W.  J.  Palmer, 

Principal." 

The  responses  received  so  far,  making  inquiries  as  to  the  terms  of  admission,  &c,  lead 
me  to  believe  that  quite  a number  of  new  pupils  will  be  sent  forward  at  the  commencement 
of  the  new  year. 

With  a view  of  awakening  a greater  interest  in  the  minds  of  the  people  in  behalf  of 
our  work,  I have  taken  occasion  to  invite  all  organizations,  composed  of  delegates 
from  various  parts  of  the  Province,  who  have  held  their  annual  meetings  in  Belleville,  to 
visit  the  Institution  and  witness  our  method  of  instruction.  During  the  past  year  the  invi- 
tations were  accepted  by  the  following  Societies : — Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars  of 
Canada ; Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  Convention ; the  British  Templars’  Grand 
Lodge;  and  Hastings’  Teachers’  Association.  In  addition  to  these,  the  Warden  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Hastings  visited  the  Institution,  and  witnessed  an 
exhibition  of  the  pupils.  At  the  invitation  of  the  \yarden  of  the  United  Counties  of  North- 
umberland and  Durham,  I visited  Cobourg,  during  the  Session  of  the  Council  in  June  last, 
with  some^of  the  pupils  from  these  Counties.  They  seemed  greatly  pleased  with  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  pupils,  and  promised  that  they  would  individually  use  their  influence  to 
bave  every  deaf  mute  of  a proper  age  within  their  jurisdiction  sent  to  the  Institution.  It 
IS  my  intention,  during  the  ensuing  year,  to  visit  several  important  points  in  the  Province 
with  some  of  our  pupils,  and  give  the  people  an  opportunity  to  see  what  we  are  doing  for 
the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb; 

When  our  people  become  fully  acquainted  with  the  advantages  here  offered  to  this  un- 
fortuna^te  class,  who  have  so  long  been  denied  the  benefits  of  an  education,  I cannot  believe 
that  any  Municipality  in  the  Province  will  decline  to  accept  the  very  liberal  terms  ( ffered  by 
the  Government,  but  will  give  their  hearty  co-operation  in  this  benevolent  work,  by  ordering 
all  deaf  mutes  of  the  proper  age  within  their  limits  to  be  sent  to  the  Institution. 

In  the  Educational  department  we  have  accomplished  as  much  as  could  be  expected 
under  all  the  unfavourable  circumstances  connected  with  the  organization  of  a new  institu- 
tion. It  is  impossible  to  make  as  good  a classification  as  could  be  made  in  older  institutions. 
At  the  semi-annual  examination  in  February  last,  we  made  as  good  a classification  as  possible, 
dividing  the  school  into  six  classes,  although  it  was  necessary  that  some  of  the  teachers 
should  have  two  divisions.  The  classification  was  made  after  a careful  and  thorough  examin- 
ation of  all  the  pupils,  occupying  five  days ; and  I find  that  the  gratifying  progress  made 
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during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  gave  evidence  that  the  time  had  been  well  spent  I 
have  received  many  assurances  from  the  parents  and  friends  of  our  pupils  of  their  satis- 
faction at  the  progress  made  so  far  ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  we  can  effect  a better 
classification  and  organization,  even  more  favourable  results  may  be  anticipated.  We  have 
now  seven  classes,  and  if  we  have  as  many  new  pupils  as  we  expect,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
organize  another  class. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  I formed  a class  of  thirteen  semi-mutes  and 
placed  them  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Watson,  one  of  our  teachers,  for  two  hours  each 
day.  Our  aim  has  been  to  improve  their  articulation.  And  so  far,  while  their  general  im- 
provement has  been  quite  gratifying,  in  several  instances  it  has  been  so  marked  and  decided 
as  to  elicit  the  greatest  commendation  from  relatives  and  friends. 

The  instruction  of  deaf  mutes  through  the  medium  of  articulation  is  still  eliciting  con- 
siderable attention  ; and  the  results  of  experiments  now  being  made  in  this  direction  in  some 
of  the  older  institutions,  as  well  as  several  institutions  devoted  to  this  speciality,  are  looked 
for  with  great  interest. 

The  system  of  Mr.  Melville  Bell,  as  introduced  by  his  son,  Mr.  H.  Graham  Beil,  has 
awakened  a great  interest  among  Instructors  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  He  claims  that,  by  the 
aid  of  his  method,  “ Visible  Speech,”  articulation  can  be  successfully  taught  to  congenital 
deaf  mutes.  At  the  Conference  of  Principals  of  Deaf  Mute  Institutions,  held  in  Flint,  Mich., 
in  August  last,  Mr.  Bell  read  a paper  which  elicited  considerable  enquiry  and  discussion, 
at  the  close  of  which  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

“ Resolved : That  the  Conference  has  listened  to  the  paper  of  Mr.  A.  Graham  Bell,  on 
^ Articulation  among  Deaf  Mutes,’  and  to  his  elucidations  by  illustration  on  the  board  with 
great  interest ; that  the  system  of  visible  speech  impresses  the  members  of  the  Conference 
as  being  philosophical,  and  that  it  promises  great  aid  in  the  instruction  to  the  deaf  in  articu- 
lation.” 

The  system  of  Professor  Bell  has  been  introduced  into  the  Boston  Day  School  for  Deaf 
Mutes ; the  Northampton  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb ; the  American  Asylum  for  Deaf  and 
and  Dumb;  National  Deaf  Mute  College;  and  Illinois  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and 
in  this  way  it  will  be  fairly  tested. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  enter  the  field  of  experiment.  That  is  properly  the  work  of 
older  Institutions,  whose  organization  is  complete.  We  shall  continue  the  system  of  instruc- 
tion almost  universally  used  in  American  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  until  it  shall 
be  clearly  proved  that  there  is  a better  system.  In  the  meantime  we  shall  watch  carefully 
the  improvements  made  in  the  management  of  Deaf  Mute  Institutions,  and  introduce  such 
changes  as  shall  be  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  those  committed  to  our  care. 

School  is  opened  and  closed  with  prayer,  morning  and  afternoon,  by  one  of  the  teachers  ^ 
and  on  Sabbath  a .simple  lecture  on  Scripture  History  is  delivered  by  the  Principal  at  a.m., 
and  by  the  teacher  in  charge  at  3 o’clock  p.m. 

The  industrial  training  of  our  pupils  has  not  been  neglected  during  the  past  year.  As 
we  had  no  suitable  shop  buildings,  the  male  pupils  could  not  receive  such  instruction  in 
mechanical  pursuits  as  was  desirable.  Ten  have  worked  regularly  with  Mr.  Creber,  our  car- 
penter, and  have  kept  up  the  repairs  about  the  Institution  premises,  besides  building  a piggery 
and  hennery  combined,  and  such  fences  and  enclosures  as  were  needed.  Others  have  worked 
on  the  farm  and  grounds,  and  it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  their  willing- 
- ness  to  execute  any  work  assigned  to  them. 

The  completion  of  the  new  shop  building  will  enable  us  at  the  commencement  of  the 
new  year  to  instruct  a larger  number  of  pupils  in  mechanical  pursuits.  I would  recommend 
that  in  addition  to  cabinet  making  and  carpentering,  we  introduce  the  trades  of  shoe-making 
and  tailoring.  I would  also  suggest  the  employment  of  a blacksmith,  as  it  is  necessary  to  do 
a large  amount  of  repairs  during  the  year  which  might  be.  saved,  and  besides  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  several  of  our  pupils  to  le.irn  this  branch  of  industry.  It  has  been  my  aim 
to  recommend  the  introduction  of  such  trades  as  could  be  prosecuted  with  success  and  profit 
by  the  pupil  after  leaving  school. 

Out  of  school-hours  the  female  pupils,  under  the  Matron,  have  been  engaged  in  the 
usual  domestic  pursuits  ; and  they  have  also  done  the  necessary  sewing  for  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  Institution,  which  includes  repairing  the  clothing  of  the  male  and  female 
pupils.  The  two  sewing  machines  we  find  of  great  service,  and  some  of  our  girls  have  learned 
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to  use  them  with  much  skill.  During  the  ensuing  year  it  is  my  intention  to  see  that  more 
attention  is  paid  to  ornamental  work. 

A class  of  sixteen,  nine  boys  and  seven  girls,  have  been  instructed  in  drawing  by  Mr. 
Ackerman  during  the  past  term.  Some  of  their  sketches  have  been  very  much  admired.  I 
will  mention  as  a matter  of  commendation,  that  one  of  his  pupils  obtained  the  second  pre- 
mium for  a pencil  sketch  exhibited  in  the  Fine  Arts  Department  at  the  Annual  Exhibition 
of  the  West  Hastings  Agricultural  Association. 

While  the  pupils  have  come  in  with  greater  promptitude  than  usual  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  term,  yet  some  are  kept  at  home  for  trivial  causes.  This  is  prejudicial 
both  to  the  interests  of  the  pupil  and  of  the  class.  I would  recommend  that  after  the  close 
of  the  present  term  pupils  be  admitted  only  at  the  commencement  and  middle  of  the  term ; 
and  that  pupils  who  are  absent  will  lose  their  place  in  their  class.  Such  a regulation  will,  I 
think,  insure  greater  regularity. 

Our  farm  is  in  much  better  condition  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  my  last  report.  A sub- 
stantial fence  has  been  placed  along  the  Bay  shore,  which  enables  us  to  place  that  lot  under 
cultivation.  The  Northern  part  of  the  farm  has  been  divided  by  a good  fence,  and  the  rear  lot 
affords  excellent  pasturage.  A large  number  of  loose  stones  have  been  either  piled  or  removed, 
and  an  energetic  warfare  has  been  waged  against  that  great  enemy  of  our  Canadian  farmers, 
the  thistle,  with  marked  success. 

A drain  has  been  constructed  through  the  field  in  rear  of  the  barn,  which  has  brought  a 
large  portion  of  land  hitherto  useless  under  cultivation.  During  the  year  we  have  procured 
from  the  town  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  loads  of  manure,  and  about  fifty  loads  from  our 
own  premises.  The  meadow  embraces  about  fourteen  acres,  from  which  we  secured  thirteen 
tons  of  hay.  Besides  the  garden,  there  were  about  sixteen  acres  under  cultivation  last  year. 

We  raised  on  our  farm  three  hundred  bushels  of  grain,  including  oats,  peas  and  corn; 
one  thousand  bushels  potatoes ; about  ten  tons  corn  fodder  and  other  feed  for  cattle  ; one 
hundred  and  thirty  bushels  of  mangold  wurtzel ; and  our  small  orchard  yielded  forty-two 
bushels  of  apples.  In  addition  to  the  regular  farm  work,  our  team  has  done  a large  amount 
of  extra  hauling,  such  as  loose  stones  from  the  farm,  manure  from  town,  &c  In  our  garden 
we  have  raised  a great  variety  of  vegetables,  suflicient  for  our  ordinary  consumption,  besides 
what  is  stored  for  winter  use.  The  yield  has  been  greater  than  could  have  been  expected, 
owing  to  the  dry  season  and  the  short  time  the  land  has  been  under  thorough  cultivation. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  vegetables  produced  in  the  garden, 
which  is  quite  creditable  to  the  industry  of  our  gardener,  considering  the  adverse  circum- 
stances under  which  he  laboured  : — 


92  Bushels  Potatoes 
lOOJ-  Beets.  ^ 

63  J “ Carrots. 
129  Dozen  “ 

39  Bunches  ‘‘ 

35  Bushels  Parsnips. 

6 ‘‘  Salsify. 

2800  Heads  Cabbage. 

640  Cauliflower. 

6801  Cucumbers. 

113  Melons. 

42  Bushels  Tomatoes. 
320  Dozen  Bhubarb. 
600  Heads  Celery. 

11  Bushels  Onions, 
462  Dozen  “ 

39  Bunches 
90  Bushels  Turnips. 
97  Quarts  Peas. 


10  Bushels  “ 

135  Quarts  Beans. 

5 Bushels 

469  Dozen  Sweet  Corn. 
38  Bed  Peppers. 

108  Bundles  Lettuce. 

15  “ Cress. 

8 Mustard. 

4 Summer  Savery. 

2 Sage. 

1 Bushel  Parsley. 

30  Purple  Egg  Plants. 
80  Pumpkins. 

35  Dozen  Squa,sh. 

60  T’'  Leeks. 

200  “ Asparagus. 

5J  Bushels  Spinach. 

20  Dozen  Swiss  Chard. 
325  Badishes. 


It  will  take  some  time  before  our  farm  can  be  brought  into  proper  condition  for  profit- 
able cultivation.  It  is  a heavy  clay  soil,  and  will  require  abundance  of  manure  and  a 
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thorough  system  of  under-draining.  I will  mention  in  this  connection,  that  at  the  recent 
Exhibition  of  the  West  Hastings  Agricultural  Association  several  premiums  were  awarded 
to  the  products  of  our  farm  and  garden. 

While  our  front  grounds  are  in  better  condition  than  they  were  last  year,  we  find  it  very 
difficult  to  get  the  grass  to  grow.  Many  of  the  trees  planted  have  died,  although  planted 
with  great  care.  I am  advised  by  persons  familiar  with  the  nature  of  the  soil,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  introduce  a complete  system  of  drainage  before  we  can  get  either  trees  or 
plants  to  flourish.  I would  recommend  the  construction  of  a drain  or  sewer  running  north 
and  south  through  the  eastern  portion  of  our  grounds,  into  which,  as  well  as  the  main  drain 
on  the  western  side  of  the  grounds,  lateral  drains  could  be  run.  In  this  manner  a 
thorough  system  of  drainage  can  be  efiected.  A considerable  number  of  the  trees  planted 
on  the  Trenton  road  in  front  of  our  grounds  and  along  the  road  on  the  east  side  have  died. 
This  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  extreme  cold  of  last  winter,  combined  with  the  drought  and 
heat  of  the  past  summer.  The  fountain  recently  put  up  in  front  of  the  main  building 
presents  a handsome  appearance. 

We  have  enlarged  our  kitchen  by  an  addition  of  17  ft.  by  21  ft.,  and  put  in  a range 
14  ft.  long,  with  necessary  fixtures  and  a broiler  attached,  2 ft.  6 in.  long.  The  range  is  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  cook  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  A.  convenient  pantry  has 
been  fitted  up  between  the  dining-room  and  kitchen,  with  two  large  sinks  lined  with  lead  and 
supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water. 

The  heating  apparatus  worked  well  during  the  past  winter.  The  addition  of  another 
boiler  and  a large  amount  of  pipes,  as  well  as  remodelling  the  entire  system  by  Messrs.. 
E.  & J.  Rogers,  of  London,  remedied  the  difficulties  experienced  the  previous  winter. 

A circulating  boiler  has  been  placed  in  the  engine-room,  and  by  this  means  a supply  of 
hot  water  is  furnished  in  the  laundry,  bath-rooms,  pantry,  &c.  By  this  arrangement  it  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  use  the  steam  boilers  during  the  summer. 

For  the  purpose  of  internal  fire  protection,  two  chemical  fire-engines  with  100  ft.  of 
hose  each,  have  been  secured  from  Mr.  W.  C.  Nunn,  agent.  Outside  the  building,  at  con- 
venient points,  five  hydrants  have  been  placed,  by  which,  with  an  ample  supply  of  hose,  a 
stream  of  water  can  be  thrown  on  any  portion  of  the  building.  Additional  tanks  should  be 
placed  in  the  building,  as  those  we  have  will  only  contain  a limited  supply  of  water.  I 
think  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  another  pump  at  the  engine-house,  near  the  Bay, 
as  the  one  now  in  use  is  not  of  sufficient  power  to  furnish  a supply  of  water  in  the  event  of 
a fire. 

The  buildings  in  progress  for  the  shop,  farmer’s,  and  engineer’s  residences  will  be  com- 
pleted in  November.  The  work  has  been  well  executed  by  Mr.  John  Forin,  the  contractor, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  A.  Dalgleish,  clerk  of  the  works,  who  is  certainly  an  efficient 
officer. 

In  my  last  report  I recommended  the  erection  of  a building  to  be  used  as  a gymnasium, 
I beg  leave  to  renew  this  recommendation  with  the  suggestion  that  a building  be  erected,  the 
lower  floor  of  which  can  be  used  for  play-rooms,  while  the  upper  floors  can  be  used  for  class- 
rooms and  sleeping- rooms  for  the  male  pupils.  I hope  the  original  plan  of  erecting  re- 
sidences for  the  married  teachers  and  officers  of  the  Institution  will  be  carried  out. 

The  branch  office,  opened  at  the  Institution,  of  the  Montreal  Telegraph  Company,  is 
found  to  be  very  convenient, 

I take  this  occasion  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  following 
periodicals  and  newspapers,  which  are  sent  free  to  the  Institution ; — 

Harper’s  Magazine,  New  York. 

Irank  Leslie’s  Illvstrated  Newspaper,  do. 

The  Leader,  Toronto. 

The  Dominion,  Windsor. 

The  Hev)  Dominmi,  Port  Dover. 

The  Times,  Ottawa.  • 

The  Advertiser,  London. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  the  managers  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  the  Great 
Western  Railway,  the  Northern  Railway,  the  Midland  Railway,  and  the  Prescott  and  Ottawa 
Railway,  for  granting  passes  to  our  pupils  to  and  from  home  for  one  fare. 
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Ihe  Church  Herald,  Toronto. 

The  Mutes’  Chronicle,  Ohio  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

The  Courier,  Trenton. 

New  York  Weekly  Witness. 

The  Journal  of  Education,  Toronto. 
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Our  warmest  thanks  are  due  W.  K.  '^luir,  Esq.,  Managing  Director  of  the  Great 
Western  llailway,  and  C.  J.  Brydges,  Esq.,  Managing  Director  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way, for  special  favors  granted.  The  numerous  acts  of  courtesy  extended  to  our  pupils  by 
the  Conductors  and  Officials  of  the  several  Railway  lines  is  highly  appreciated. 

I must  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Press  throughout  the  Provinec 
for  their  many  kind  notices  of  our  Institution. 

The  duties  pertaining  to  the  housekeeping  department  were  discharged  by  Mrs.  Terrill 
until  the  close  of  last  term.  At  your  suggestion,  I secured  the  services  of  ?tlrs.  G.  A. 
Thompson,  and  have  placed  her  in  charge  in  this  department.  With  experience,  I think  sh« 
will  make  an  efficient  officer. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  Dr.  W.  Hope,  our  physician,  and 
hope  the  suggestions  he  has  made  will  be  adopted.  He  has  been  assiduous  in  his  attention 
to  the  sick,  and  has  from  time  to  time  made  many  excellent  suggestions  calculated  to  promote 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution. 

I send  you  herewith  a detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Institution  for  the 
year  ending  September  iiOtli,  1872,  prepared  by  our  steward  and  book-keeper,  Mr,  Angus 
Christie,  who  has  rendered  me  valuable  aid  during  the  past  term. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed  by  the 
several  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  They  seem  actuated  by  a general 
desire  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 

Before  concluding,  I beg  leave  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  personal  interest 
you  have  manifested  in  our  work,  and  for  the  hearty  support  you  have  given  in  your  official 
capacity  to  all  measures  which  you  thought  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
Institution 

We  have  great  cause  to  be  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  for  the  success  that  has 
crowned  our  efforts  during  the  past  year,  and  we  commence  another  year  with  renewed 
determination  to  do  all  in  our  power  for  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  Institution 
committed  to  our  care. 

Respectful iy  : ubmitted, 

W.  J.  Palmer, 

Frinevpai. 


SURGEON’S  REPORT. 


J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq., 

Ins'pecior^  Asylums. 


Ontario  Institution  tor  ihe  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
Bellevtlij?,  October  6th,  1872. 


Sir, — The  By-law  defining  the  duties  of  the  Physician  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institu- 
tion provides  among  other  things,  that  he  shall  examine  every  pupil  on  their  reception  with 
regard  to  their  then  state  of  health ; that  he  shall  have  the  general  care  of  the  health  of  the  pupils, 
and  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  Institution,  together  with  their  families ; that  he  shall 
frequently  visit  the  several  departments  of  the  Institution,  and  shall,  notify  the  Principal  for 
the  information  of  the  Inspector,  of  any  defective  sanitary  arrangements — insufficiency  of 
clothing  or  bedding,  the  quality  of  the  provisions,  or  any  other  defect  which  in  his  opinion 
may  prejudice  the  health  of  the  pupils,  and  that  he  shall  annually  report  to  the  Inspector  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution  with  such  recommendations  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  pupils. 

Although  I was  only  officially  appointed  Physician  to  the  Institution  in  March  last  I have 
had  charge  of  the  Medical  Department  since  the  1st  January,  1871,  and  any  remarks  that 
I may  make  will  cover  the  period  from  that  date  to  the  Jst  October,  1872, 

When  I was  first  called  in  to  see  the  pupils,  the  School  had  been  in  operation  about  three 
months,  the  contractor  was  engaged  at  work  on  the  inside  of  the  building,  the  heating  appa- 
ratus had  proved  insufficient,  the  drainage  also  had  proved  to  be  defective,  so  much  so  that 
water  stood  in  a portion  of  the  cellar  and  close  up  to  the  boiler  from  six  to  eight  inches  in 
depth.  It  was  also  found  that  a large  proportion  of  the  pupils  had  entered  the  Institution 
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with  insufficient  clothing  for  the  winter  season,  and  as  a consequence  of  these  causes  combined 
a few  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  and  some  other  diseases  of  a less  grave  character  were  the 
result. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  energetic  exertions  of  the  Principal,  Dr.  Palmer,  in  procuring 
stoves  and  a supply  of  warm  clothing  to  meet  the  emergency  the  consequences  might  have 
been  of  a serious  nature. 

By  the  addition  of  a second  boiler  and  deepening  the  main  drain  a short  distance  from 
the  building  these  defects  have  been  remedied,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  day  water-closets,  in  the  rear  of  the  building,  both  of  which  require  to  be 
drained  to  the  main  sewer,  the  sanitary  and  hygienic  condition  of  the  Institution  are  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

The  number  of  pupils,  together  with  the  officers,  servants  and  their  families  which  the 
By-law  makes  it  my  duty  to  attend  were,  during  the  period  embraced  by  this  return  (one 
year  and  nine  months),  about  200.  Two  hundred  and  nine  cases  appear  to  have  come  under 
the  care  of  the  Medical  Officer,  deduct  from  that  63  cases  which  were  merely  entered  on  the 
register  as  having  been  vaccinated,  leaves  146.  Even  this  number  would  seem  to  show  that 
a large  number  had  been  ill.  This,  however  has  not  been  the  case.  The  disproportion  be- 
tween the  number  of  persons  and  cases  is  accounted  for  by  the  repeated  return  of  the  same 
individual  to  the  sick  list.  This  number,  large  as  it  would  appear,  does  not  include  all  that 
were  prescribed  for,  as  some  were  of  too  trifling  a nature  to  be  noted  on  the  register,  only 
those  cases  were  recorded  that  could  properly  be  placed  in  well  defined  classes  of  disease.  Ail 
the  sick  pupils  (with  the  exception  of  a few  cases  of  eruptive  disease)  have  been  treated  in 
the  dormitories.  This  has  been  found  to  be  both  inconvenient  and  undesirable,  as  it  not  only 
increased  the  labour  of  the  nurses,  but  prevented  the  possibility  of  the  proper  ventilation  of 
the  rooms  during  the  day.  It  will  not  be  continued  in  the  future.  Two  rooms  in  the  third 
story  have  been  set  apart  for  Hospitals,  one  for  the  girls,  and  the  other  for  the  boys,  and  all 
cases  of  sickness  in  the  future,  except  those  of  a trifling  nature,  will  be  treated  therein. 

I may  here  state  that  no  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  has  entered  the  Institution  since 
it  was  opened,  although  typhoid  fever  and  dysentery  have  prevailed  to  a considerable  extent 
in  Belleville  and  vicinity  during  that  time.  Notwithstanding  the  comparatively  large  num- 
ber which  this  return  exhibits,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  appearance  of  the  pupils  (with  a few 
exceptions)  bespeaks  the  very  reverse  of  unhealthiness.  Indeed  it  would  be  difficult  to  pro- 
cure an  equal  number  of  individuals  taken  indiscriminately  from  any  population  who  evince 
such  unequivocal  marks  of  robust  health. 

I may  here  state  that  the  food  of  the  pupils  is  of  a sound  and  nutritious  description  and 
fully  equal  to  that  used  by  Canadian  families  in  easy  circumstances.  I cannot  conclude  this 
brief  report  without  expressiijkg  my  conviction  that  the  favourable  statemen  t which  I am  able 
to  make  regarding  the  health  of  the  pupils  (when  we  consider  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be 
met)  is  mainly  due  to  wholesome  food,  the  attention  given  to  out-door  exercise  and 
amusement,  the  strict  regard  to  cleanliness,  and  the  firm,  steady  and  at  the  same  time  kindly 
discipline  under  which  the  government  of  the  Institution  is  administered  by  the  Principal,  Dr. 
Palmer,  and  the  other  officers  under  his  authority. 

W.  Hope,  M.D., 

Phydcian,  Deaf  and  Dumb  institution^ 

Bellemlle,  Oni. 


180 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

PRiisroiP^L 

OF  THE 

INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

BRANTFORD. 


Ontario  Institution  for  the  Blind, 


J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq., 

Inspector  of  AsylMms,  &c. 


Brantford,  October  1st,  1872. 


Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  of  the  Ontario  Institution  for  th« 
E'ducation  of  the  Blind,  for  the  term  which  commenced  May  1st,  and  ended  June  26th, 
1872;  also  for  the  month  of  September,  part  of  the  present  term,  which  will  continue  till 
July,  1873. 

Owing  to  the  incomplete  state  of  the  building,  and  the  shortness  of  the  term,  there  were 
in  attendance  only  eleven  pupils — seven  boys  and  four  girls— during  the  months  of  May  and 
June.  Of  this  number  three  were  admitted  as  orphans,  their  cfb thing  being  mostly  supplied 
by  friends  or  the  surviving  parent , six  were  paying  pupils  and  two  were  supported  by  Councils. 
These  Councils  have  not  yet  paid. 

During  the  month  of  September,  there  were  in  attendance  thirty-six  pupils,  whose  age, 
residence,  and  religious  persuasion  are  given  in  the  following  table : — 


No. 

Age. 

P.  0.  Addres. 

1 

County. 

Religious  Denomnation. 

1 

13 

Orphans’  Home 

Kingston  

Episcopalian 

2 

18 

Oakville 

Halton  

3 

12 

Orphans’  Home 

Toronto 

ii 

4 

8 

Kingston 

Frontenac 

(( 

5 

18 

Toronto 

York 

it 

6 

16 

Bradford 

Simcoe  

(( 

7 

12 

Toronto 

York 

it 

8 

18 

Wellington 

Prince  Edward 

Friends 

9 

15 

Montreal  

Montreal  

Episcopalian 

10 

15 

Jordan 

Lincoln  

Methodist 

11 

13 

Perry  town  

Durham 

12 

13 

Toronto 

York 

Episcopalian 

13 

15 

, Mitchell 

Perth  

Bible  Christian 

14 

14 

1 Trowbridge 

Methodist 

15 

16 

I London 

! Middlesex 

Episcopalian 
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No. 

Age. 

P.  0.  Address. 

County. 

16 

8 1 

Winchester 

1 Grlengarry 

17 

15 

Norfolk 

18 

13 

Fergus 

Wellington 

19 

8 

Normanton  

Bruce 

20 

9 

Brant 

21 

1 8 

22 

24 

Erin 

W^ellington 

23 

17 

Mt.  Pleasant 

Brant  

24 

17 

Stratford  

Perth  

25 

16 

TiOnrlon 

Middlesex  . • 

26 

13 

Brantford  

Brant 

27 

15 

Teeswater 

Bruce. 

28 

11 

Kingston 

Frontenac 

29 

15  1 

1 Middleport  

W entworth  

30 

13  i 

i Clinton  

Huron  

31 

12 

Sharon 

York  

32 

9 

33 

24 

Mt.  Brydges 

Middlesex 

34  1 

i 9 

Orphans’  Home 

Hamilton 

35  1 

18 

Keswick 

York 

:36  1 

14 

Raglan  

Ontario  

1 

1 

Religious  Denomination. 


Presbyterian. 

Methodist 

Presbyterian. 
Roman  Catholic. 
Episcopalian. 
Presbyterian. 
Episcopalian. 


Lutheran. 

Presbyterian. 

Methodist. 

Episcopalian. 

Methodist. 

Davidite. 

a 

Methodist. 

Episcopalian. 

Methodist. 


Out  of  this  total  of  thirty-six  pupils,  seventeen  are  supported  by  Councils,  seven  are 
orphans,  eleven  are  paying  pupils,  and  one  is  admitted  free,  there  being  two  blind  in  the  same 
family.  But  of  the  seventeen  supported  by  Councils,  five  are  orphans,  making  in  all  twelve 
orphans ; and  as  regards  the  eleven  paying  pupils,  the  parents  of  six  of  them  have  paid  only 
till  they  can  make  application  to  their  Councils.  Four  only — one  having  died — can  be 

reckoned  as  paying  pupils,  and  these  cannot  long  be  continued  in  the  institution,  owing  to 
the  indigency  of  their  parents. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I took  a 
tour  through  the  Province,  in  order  to  learn  how  many  pupils  might  be  expected  to  attend  the 
ensuing  session,  and  it  is  in  point  here  to  say  that  had  I not  seen  the  parents  themselves,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  township  councillors,  not  above  one-half  the  number  now  present  would 
have  been  in  attendance.  Many  had  never  before  heard  of  the  Institution,  while  many  of 
those  who  had  heard  of  it  entirely  mistook  its  character,  from  its  being  dubbed  an  Asylum, 
a name  inapplicable  to  an  educational  institution.  It  was  only  by  the  most  careful  and  per- 
sistent reasoning  that  the  mother  could  be  prevailed  on  to  give  up  her  helpless  child,  even 
when  she  knew  it  to  be  for  its  ultimate  and  certain  good.  In  only  two  cases,  however,  were 
my  arguments  unavailing,  and  in  both  these  the  mothers  consented  and  countermanded 
as  often  as  the  great  Queen  in  signing  the  death-warrant  of  Essex,  ultimately  deciding  to  keep 
their  children  at  home.  Both  these  are  fast  falling  into  idiocy. 

The  eye  is  the  only  medium  through  which  the  brain  converses  with  the  outer  world. 
The  brute  creation  if  blind,  and  being  incapable  of  contemplation,  would  possess  no  intellect, 
as  there  would  be  no  agent  to  stimulate  action  in  the  brain,  which  would,  as  a natural  con- 
sequence, in  this  inactive  state,  become  atrophied  and  weak.  So  with  human  beings  that  are 
blind.  Hence  the  necessity  of  an  education  to  develope  thought  and  action  in  this  great  centre 
of  the  nervous  system.  With  the  blind  who  were  born  so,  or  who  became  so  in  infancy, 
idiocy  and  the  loss  uf  health,  even  before  the  meridian  of  life,  are  almost  certain,  except 
among  those  classes  where  they  are  made  to  lead  an  active  life,  and  exchange  thought  con- 
stantly with  the  seeing.  The  necessity,  therefore,  of  schools  for  the  blind,  and  of  parents 
sending  their  children  to  be  educated,  which  is  their  only  salvation,  need  not  be  argued. 

Blindness  among  children,  if  we  except  those  who  were  born  so,  is  almost  entirely  the  re- 
sult of  poverty — ophthalmia,  scarlatina  and  small  pox — those  offspring  of  wretchedness — lay- 
ing hold  of  and  destroying  those  delicate  organs  which  are  incapable  of  enduring  exposure. 
Of  the  thirty-six  now  in  attendance,  no  less  than  fourteen  became  blind  from  inflammation, 
brought  on  by  the  neglect  of  parents;  six  were  accidental ; seven  were  born  blind;  two  para- 
lysis; two  fever  ; two  small-pox  ; one  measles  ; one  cataract.  The  number  of  those  in  the 
Province  who  were  born  blind  is  very  large,  the  proportion,  so  far  as  yet  learned,  being,  per- 
haps, greater  than  in  any  other  country. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  say  that  the  number  of  blind  persons  now  on  the  face  of  the 
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earth  is  quite  incredible  to  those  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  subject.  The  late  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Berlin  prepared  a table,  in  which  it  is  estimated  that 
Prussia  has  one  blind  person  in  every  1,400  inhabitants ; Belgium  and  France,  one  in  every 
1,300;  Norway,  one  in  every  600;  Sweden,  one  in  every  1,000;  Switzerland,  one  in  every 
1,600  ; Great  Britain,  one  in  every  2,000;  Egypt,  one  in  every  100.  The  number  of  blind 
in  France  is  about  33,000  ; Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  25,000  ; Russia,  52,000  ; Germany, 
40,000  ; United  States,  20,000.  In  Southern  and  Central  Europe,  the  number  of  blind  males 
exceeds  the  females  ; in  Northern  Europe,  the  females  exceed  the  males. 

As  yet  the  number  of  blind  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  is  not  known,  but  reckoning  with 
the  same  ratio  as  the  State  of  New  York,  namely,  one  to  every  2,500,  and  taking  the  popula- 
tion at  a million  and  a half,  we  have  a result  of  625.  But  as  we  are  not  so  subject  to  oph- 
thalmia as  our  southern  neighbours,  are  less  influenced  by  those  blighting  diseases  which 
are  common  to  large  cities,  and  enjoy  an  immigration  much  smaller  from  European  countries, 
this  number  may  be  reduced  to  500,  and  as  about  one-fifth  of  the  blind  are  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  we  have  probably  one  hundred  who  are  eligible  to  be  educated  in  this  Institu- 
tion. Of  this  number  I have  now  the  names  of  seventy,  thirty-six  of  whom,  as  aforesaid,  are 
attending  this  session.  The  remaining  thirty-four  are  prohibited  mainly  from  the  inactivity 
of  councillors,  who  evince  no  disposition  to  secure  the  payment  of  board.  The  embarrass- 
ment of  travelling  expenses  has  been  removed  by  the  great  kindness  and  liberality  of  the 
Managing  Director  of  the  Great  Western  Eailway,  who  permits  the  pupils  and  their 
guides  to  travel  free,  or  at  half-fare,  as  I may  deem  proper.  All  persons  who  come  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  Institution  are  passed  at  halfTare.  Half-fare  tickets  are  likewise 
granted  to  the  pupils  by  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Northern  Railways.  To  all  these  noble  gen- 
tlemen, the  Directors  of  these  roads,  I beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks. 

But  in  addition  to  this  number  of  pupils,  there  is  a large  class  of  healthy  blind  persons 
between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  thirty,  who  are  very  anxious  to  learn  some  trade,  and 
whom,  it  appears  to  me,  it  would  be  very  proper  to  admit  as  soon  as  the  workshops  are  com- 
pleted, that  the  greatest  amount  of  good  may  be  extended  to  this  unfortunate  and  dependent 
part  of  the  community.  All  of  these  may  not,  indeed  could  not,  be  admitted  at  once,  but  as 
some  of  the  trades— -broom-making  for  example — can  be  acquired  in  a few  months,  we  can, 

^ in  a few  years  at  least,  benefit,  in  a small  degree,  all  the  blind  of  this  age  in  the  Province. 

In  order  to  learn  the  number  of  blind  persons  of  all  ages  in  the  Province,  I would  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  the  assessors  of  every  municipality  be  supplied  with  our  forms  of  ap- 
plication, and  that  on  meeting  with  a blind  person,  one  of  these  be  filled  out  and  returned  to 
this  Institution.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  greater  accuracy  will  prevail  than  that  observed  by 
the  councillors  who  made  the  returns  two  years  ago,  by  which  I was  repeatedly  misled,  the 
age  in  some  cases  being  seven,  and  often  ten  years  above  the  true  age  of  the  person  named. 

Literary  Department. 

This  department  is  very  similar  to  an  ordinary  school,  instruction  being  mostly  oral.  We 
have  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Mary  D,  Tyrrell,  late  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  Batavia,  who  thoroughly  understands  the  most  approved  methods  of  teaching 
the  blind,  especially  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  geography,  for  which  special  books 
and  appliances  are  employed.  As  this  branch  of  our  apparatus  is  very  limited,  an  addition 
will  require  to  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable,  as  well  as  to  the  teachers’  library,  the  latter  to 
consist  mainly  of  books  of  reference,  together  with  historic  and  other  tales,  adapted  to  read- 
ing to  the  pupils  in  the  evening.  For  this  purpose  it  will  further  be  necessary  to  take  a large 
number  of  daily,  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals,  in  order  to  acquaint  them  with  the  general 
news  and  topics  of  the  day.  It  is  also  desirable  to  obtain  a complete  collection  of  philosophi- 
cal and  chemical  apparatus,  models  of  machinery,  architectural  structures,  busts  of  distin- 
guished persons,  a human  skeleton,  and  an  anatomi  .al  figure  in  plaster  of  paris,  models  of 
animal  and  vegetable  fossils,  prepared  specimens  of  fishes  and  birds,  sets  of  weights  and 
measures,  a pair  of  scales  for  testing  arithmetical  t ables,  a set  of  apothecary’s  phials,  geome- 
trical forms,  planes  and  solids,  and  blocks  for  ili  istrating  the  square  and  cube  roots  ; foot, 
yard  and  rod  measures,  with  the  sub-divisions  marked  in  relief,  to  cultivate  their  ability  to 
estimate  dimensions  and  distances.  All  these,  though  unnecessary  for  seeing  children,  are 
indispensable  in  teaching  the  blind,  who  know  nothing  of  form  except  when  brought  within 
reach  of  their  tactual  sense. 
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The  regular  course  of  study  adopted  in  this  Institution  at  present  is  follows : — 

Spelling,  with  definitions. 

Reading  in  embossed  characters. 

Writing  in  ordinary  letters  with  grooved  card  and  pencil. 

Tangible  writing  in  the  N.  Y.  point  system. 

Geography,  descriptive  and  physical,  with  dissected  maps. 

Arithmetic,  mental  and  practical. 

English  Grammar,  Etymology  and  Syntax. 

History,  English  and  general. 

Music,  vocal  and  instrumental. 

Gymnastics —no  implements  as  yet  supplied. 

At  present  only  three  teachers  are  engaged  in  teaching  the  above — Mr.  T.  M.  Brown, 
Miss  Mary  D.  Tyrrell,  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Browne — the  latter  devoting  her  time  to  music 
till  a musical  professor  be  employed.  When  that  event  transpires,  Miss  Browne  will  act  as 
literary  teacher,  but  will  still  retain  her  class  in  singing.  An  indispensable  feature  in  the 
said  musical  professor,  will  be  his  ability  to  teach  the  art  of  tuning,  since  it  is  intended  to 
make  this  an  important  item  in  our  vocabulary  of  instruction.  The  blind  make  even  better 
tuners  than  the  seeing,  and  command  higher  salaries  with  manufacturers  of  stringed  instru- 
ments. A blind  pupil  of  the  Baltimore  Institution  earns  $800  annually,  tuning  pianos.  I 
refer  to  the  subject  thus  early  that  a few  old  pianos  may  be  supplied  the  Institution  for 
tuning  purposes. 

'It  had  been  to  me  a subject  of  very  great  concern,  before  the  opening  of  the  Institution, 
what  style  of  printed  character  should  be  introduced  ; but  on  becoming  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  the  course  became  clear,  namely,  that  the  embossed  Roman  character  should 
be  considered  superior  to  all  others  in  reading  books  for  the  blind.  I have  also  introduced  . 
the  N.  Y.  point  system,  which  is  not  only  easily  read  by  the  blind,  but  they  can  also  write  it, 
which  cannot  be  said  of  any  line  system.  This  double  advantage  of  the  point  print  gives  it 
an  immense  precedence  over  all  others,  as  far  as  the  blind  themselves  are  concerned,  but  that 
it  will  ever  become  the  prevailing  type  is,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful;  since  the  characters  are 
arbitrary,  and  the  seeing  community,  who  mainly  decide  the  question,  are  singularly  oblivi- 
ous to  what  they  do  not  at  a glance  understand.  There  is  a settled  conviction  with  nearly, 
if  not  all  the  Superintendents  in  the  Union,  that  the  Roman  letter  is  the  only  one  tliat  should 
be  employed  in  such  books,  and  accordingly  all. the  literature  of  the  country,  which  is  already 
quite  exten.sive,  and  is  annually  on  the  increase,  is  printed  in  that  character.  But  in  England 
and  on  the  European  Continent,  several  systems  are  in  vogue,  the  most  important  of  which, 
perhaps,  is  Moon’s — the  system  introduced  by  Prof.  Megann,  at  Hamilton.  This,  however, 
has  been  discountenanced  by  the  American  schools,  for  as  his  letters  are  but  modified  forms 
of  the  ordinary  letter  (yet  sufficiently  so  to  become  arbitrary),  and  though  much  larger,  can 
be  distinguished  no  more  easily  than  the  Roman  letter,  Mr.  Moon  has  not  been  deemed  justifi-  , 
able  in  introducing  an  arbitrary  character,  thus  separating  the  literature  of  the  blind  from  that 
of  the  seeing  without  giving  something  like  an  equivalent  in  the  waj'  of  brevity  md  tangi- 
bility. The  introduction,  therefore,  of  this  type  into  the  schools  of  this  country,  would  have 
completely  isolated  our  Institution  from  the  twenty-seven  others  on  the  continent,  and  our 
blind  youths  would  be  unbenefited  by  the  -vast  number  of  publications  notv  issued  by  the 
American  press,  including  a monthly,  the  entire  Bible,  and  scores  of  other  works  which  are 
constantly  being  printed  with  the  best  and  most  recent  improvements ; whereas  the  Moon 
type  appears  in  some  half  a dozen  books,  which  are  becoming  more  and  more  unpopular  even 
in  Europe,  and  are  only  obtainable  in  England. 

But  while  the  Roman  embossed  character  is  universally  acknowledged  in  the  American 
schools,  they  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  use  of  small  and  capital  letters.  The  Boston  Institu- 
tion, the  oldest  on  the  Continent,  which  has  always  carried  on  an  extensive  printing  business, 
and  which  for  many  years  supplied  the  other  and  more  recent  Institutions,  has  from  the  first, 
only  employed  the  small  or  lower  case  letter,  disclaiming  the  use  of  capitals.  This  is  now 
known  as  the  Boston  type.  But  Mr.  N.  B.  Kneass,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution,  at  a 
late  date,  introduced  the  capital,  thereby  making  the  print  the  same  as  in  ordinary  printed 
books  for  the  seeing.  This  is  now  known  as  the  Kneass,  or  combined  type.  We  have  in- 
troduced both  these,  the  former,  however,  only  from  necessity,  for  it  must  sooner  or  later 
give  place  to  the  combined  print.  This  point  was  fully  discussed  at  the  Convention  of  the 
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American  Educators  of  the  Blind,  held  at  Boston  six  weeks  ago,  and  although  the  vote  stood 
hfteen  to  fifteen,  it  was  pretty  apparent  that  the  older  Institutions  held  to  the  Boston  charac- 
ter mainly  from  their  having  almost  exclusively  used  it. 

The  only  plea  the  advocates  of  the  Boston  letter  were  able  to  argue  before  the  Conven- 
tion was,  that  it  has  the  advantage  of  a simpler  alphabet— the  pupil  requiring  to  learn  twenty- 
six  letters  instead  of  fifty-two.  This  position,  however,  is  exceedingly  weak,  and  should  not 
have  been  mooted  by  those  who  hold  it  as  a maxim  that  the  mental  ability  of  the  blind  is  not 
inferior  to  that  of  the  seeing,  and  that— to  use  the  words  of  its  chief  defender,  Dr.  Howe- 
“ The  blind  should  be  educated  simply  as  persons  who  cannot  see,  or  as  seeing  'persons  in  the 
dark."  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  blind  children  acquire  the  alphabet,  and  learn  to  read, 
much  more  rapidly  than  seeing  ones,  and,  therefore,  the  argument,  if  good  against  the  use  of 
capitals  in  books  for  the  blind,  is  doubly  so  against  their  use  in  books  for  the  seeing.  Strange 
to  say,  however,  these  same  advocates  teach  the  capital  letter  in  their  schools  for  ordinary 
script  writing,  in  which,  of  fiffy-tivo  letters  are  employed,  and  Mr.  Wait,  the  ingenious 

representative  from  New  York  City,  voted  against  the  use  of  capitals  in  the  Homan  text, 
simply  because  the  words  which  fell  from  his  lips  while  he  was  speaking  were  all  of  the  Boston 
letter — not  a capital  among  them  ! — owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  possesses 
a very  small  mouth.  He  has,  nevertheless,  invented  capitals  for  his  own  point-system. 

The  following  arguments,  which  I had  the  honour  to  recapitulate  before  the  Convention, 
should,  in  my  opinion,  set  this  subject  at  rest: — 

1.  By  employing  capitals  the  blind  are  educated  to  consider  themselves  equal  in  mental 
ability  to  the  seeing,  thereby,  in  a measure,  destroying  that  conviction  of  dependence  so  pre- 
valent in  this  afflicted  class.  These  people  take  a pride  in  deporting  themselves  in  all  matters 
as  seeing  persons,  and  every  accommodation  in  their  behalf,  to  their  sensitive  natures,  appears 
a recognition  of  inferiority  and  dependence. 

If  we  compare  the  two  alphabets  the  small  and  the  capital,  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly 
one-third,  c,  q,  p,  s v,  w,  x and  y,  are  the  same,  differing  only  in  size,  while  some  of  the  others, 
though  somewliat  different,  can  easily  be  recognized. 

2.  There  are  many  words  that  should  commence  with  a capital  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  same  word  written  with  a small  letter.  The  words  God  and  Father  are  familiar  examples, 
which  the  blind  must,  of  course,  be  taught  to  express  either  with  a small  or  capital  letter,  ac- 
cording as  they  wish  to  indicate  an  earthly  or  a divine  being.  The  capital  is  also  necessary 
to  secure  the  idea  of  personification  when  thoword  is  to  be  parsed  as  a proper  noun,  as  Con- 
fusion heard  his  voice.” — (Milton.)  If  a thorough  and  critical  education  is  an  advantage  to 
any  one,  it  must  be  peculiarly  so  to  the  blind,  and  no  amount  of  palliation  will  atone  for  these 
palpable  defects.  Moreover,  if  their  literature  is  yet  comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and  of 
which  newspapers  and  other  periodicals  must  some  day  form  a part,  the  greatest  confusion 
and  awkwardness  will  arise  from  the  suppression  of  these  letters. 

3.  Capitals  are  indispensable  to  indicate  periods,  proper  names,  and  the  first  word  in 
every  line  of  poetry. 

4.  Those  who  can  read  the  combined  can  also  read  the  Glasgow  print,  wdiich  consists  en- 
entirely  of  capital  letters.  The  only  Dictionary  for  the  blind — an  abridgment  of  Worcester 
— is  printed  in  this  type,  and  strange  to  add,  Mr.  Chapin,  the  venerable  Superintendent  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution,  and  who  got  up  this  book,  entirely  disclaims  the  advantages  of  the 
capital  letter,  though  he  himself,  and  not  Mr.  Kneass,  originated  the  combined  print ! It  is 
admitted  further,  that  those  pupils  who  can  read  the  combined  letter,  can  also  read  the  Bos- 
ton, as  it  embodies  the  same  alphabet,  thereby  securing  the  literature  of  both  types,  while,  of 
course,  those  who  only  learn  the  Boston  derive  no  advantage  from  the  varied  and  annually 
increasing  literature  of  the  combined  system. 

5.  A large  number  of  this  afflicted  class  became  blind  after  they  had  learned  to  read  in 
schools  for  the  seeing,  and  are  naturally  prejudiced  in  favour  of  capital  letters. 

6.  Capitals  are  requisite  in  script  or  pencil  writing  Even  those  Superintendents  who 
ignore  tlieir  use,  without  an  exception,  employ  them  in  their  schools,  as  well  as  admit  those 
publications  which  appear  in  the  Kneass  system. 

7.  Lastly,  bofks  for  the  blind  with  capitals  elicit  the  interest  of  the'seeing.  As  the 
ignorant  parent,  t©  whom  Euclid  and  Algebra  are  unfamiliar,  has  no  interest  in  his  son’s 
learning  these  branches,  so  seeing  persons  have  little  interest  in  assisting  persons  to  read  what 
is  not  satisfactory  to  their  own  convictions  and  prejudices.  The  nearer  we  move  in  conformity 
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with  the  prejudices  of  our  fellows,  the  more  likely  are  we  to  receive  their  sympathies  and  aid. 
The  combined  system,  therefore,  is  much  more  liable  to  interest  those  in  authority,  and  lay  hold 
of  their  charity  to  support  these  Institutions  of  learning,  than  is  the  Boston  letter. 

The  editors  of  the  following  papers  have  kindly  supplied  us  us  with  news,  not  only  for 
our  own  edification,  but  for  the  interest  and  amusement  of  the  pupils  in  the  evening : — 

Toronto  Daily  Mail. 

St.  John,  N.  IB.,  Daily  Telegraph. 

Montreal  Daily  Witness. 

Kingston  Chronicle  and  Nevjs. 

Ingersoll  News. 

Before  closing  my  report,  I feel  it  a duty  to  say  that,  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of 
the  Government  to  visit  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind  at  Batavia,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  I received  from  the  Trustees  and  Superintendents  of  these  Institutions  every 
consideration  and  kindness.  Br.  A.  J).  Lord,  of  Batavia,  and  William  Chapin,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia,  men  who  have  grown  grey  in  the  great  work  of  educating  the  blind,  exerted 
themselves  in  the  most  anxious  and  arduous  manner  to  qualify  me  for  the  work  in  which  I 
am  now  engaged.  To  these  gentlemen,  to  Mr.  AYait,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Morrison,  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  I desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Stone  Wiggins, 

Principal. 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 

J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq. 

Inspector  of  Prisons,  Asylums,  &c. 

Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  short  period  the  Institution  has  been 
in  existence,  the  health  of  its  inmates  has  been  remarkably  good,  with  exceptions  to  be 
hereafter  noted. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  blind  are  naturally  more  delicate  in  health  than  the 
seeing,  their  infirmity  preventing  them  from  engaging  in  the  active  bodily  exercises  so  neces 
sary  to  muscular  development  and  sound  constitution  in  young  persons.  The  very  occur- 
rence of  blindness  often,  I may  say  generally,  depends  upon  some  defect  or  vice  in  the  consti- 
tution, either  hereditary  or  acquired,  which  produces  inflammatory  or  other  changes  in  the 
eyes,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  vision.  To  counteract  these  adverse  influences  we  have  the  light 
and  airy  situation  of  the  Asylum  on  a gentle  rise  of  ground,  the  loose  and  porous  nature  of 
the  soil,  the  natural  drainage  of  the  grounds,  together  with  ‘the  isolation  of  the  buildings — 
conditions  which  should  combine  to  render  the  location  one  of  great  salubrity.  The  building, 
too,  is  large,  the  rooms  are  capacious  and  well  lighted,  the  halls  are  spacious,  and  a plentiful 
supply  of  fresh  air  is  always  secured 

As  far  as  my  observation  has  extended  the  food  of  the  pupils  has  been  provided  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  and  variety,  and  every  thing  necessary  has  been  done  by  the  officers  of  the 
Institution  to  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  those  under  their  charge.  All  my  own 
efforts  to  either  preserve  or  improve  the  health  of  the  pupils  have  been  cheerfully  seconded 
by  the  excellent  and  very  intelligent  Matron,  I must  not  omit  to  mention,  in  this  connec- 
tion, the  unwearying  attentions  of  the  nurse  to  the  sick. 

During  the  few  weeks  the  Institution  was  in  operation,  after  the  formal  opening  in  May, 
there  were  only  a few  cases  of  illness,  and  the  duties  of  the  physician  were  comparatively 
light.  Since  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  however,  a typhoid  or  malignant  form  of 
dysentery,  which  became  epidemic  in  this  region  of  country,  and  which  reached  its  greatest 


intensity  in  the  streets  leading  to  the  Asylum  grounds,  also  made  its  appe.arance  in  the  Insti- 
tution, and  one  of  the  pupils,  Johu  Walker,  fell  a victim  to  its  virulence.  His  case  assumed 
a grave  type  from  the  beginning,  and  his  widowed  mother  and  sisters  being  summoned  from 
a distance,  had  the  mournful  satisfaction  of  ministering  to  him  throughout  his  illness.  All 
our  efforts,  aided  by  the  kind  counsel  of  a distinguished  physician  of  the  town,  could  not  stay 
the  hand  of  the  destroyer,  and  his  disease  ran  a rapid  course  to  a fatal  termination.  Three 
children  of  the  engineer  at  the  lodge-gate  were,  stricken  by  the  same  fatal  disease,  one  of 
whom,  under  the  care  of  another  practitioner,  died,  the  others,  attended  by  myself,  slowly 
recovered. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  directing  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
water-closets,  which,  owing  to  some  defect  in  the  drain-pipes,  have  failed  in  their  intended 
purpose.  The  closets  outside  the  building  have,  in  consequence,  been  brought  into  use,  but 
a^  there  is  no  drainage  from  them,  they  may  at  any  time  become  the  fruitful  source  of  infection 
and  disease.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  that  all  excrementitious  matter  should 
be  carried  off  by  a drain-pipe,  which  may  be  continually  flushed  with  water.  I would  also 
recommend  that  the  room  used  as  a dormitory  on  the  female  side,  and  unsupplied  with  any 
means  of  heating,  should  be  furnished  with  a stove  to  render  it  comfortable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

f 

William  0.  Corson,  M.D. 
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E E POET 

OF  • 

T IT  E W A R D E E 

OF  THE 

PENETANGUISHENE  REFORMATORY. 


Provincial  Reformatory, 

Penetanguishene,  28th  October,  1872. 

To  J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq., 

Injector  of  Asylums,  Prisons,  &c., 

Toronto. 

Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, the  following  report  of  the  Provincial  Reformatory  under  my  charge : — 


At  the  expiration  of  the  past  year  there  were  juvenile  convicts 155 

Admitted  during  the  year . 47 

Escape,  re-taken 1 — 203 


Discharged  during  the  year 40 

Sentence  remitted . . . . : 3 

Escaped 2 

Remaining  in  Reformatory  on  20th  of  September 158 — 203 


Religion. 

Church  of  England 

Roman  Catholics 

Presbyterians 

Methodist 

Baptist..  

Lutherans ; 


59 

60  • 
14 

21 

3 

1--158 


Nativity. 


Upper  Canada 115 

Lower  Canada 8 

England 10 

Ireland *4 

Scotland 3 

United  States...  12 

Halifax 3 

Newfoundland 1 

Guernsey 1 

Germany 1 — 158 
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Punishments  Awarded. 


Month. 

No.  under  Punish- 
ment. 

Meals — Bread  and 
Water. 

No.  Punished  wth 
Birch. 

No,  of  Lashes. 

1871. 

October 

1 

9 

November  

December 

1872. 

January 

8 

.36 

4 

42 

February 

4 

24 

4 

60 

March 

4 

18 

4 

48 

April 

1 

1 

12 

May 

4 

48 

4 

48 

June 

,5 

2 

18 

July 

1 

9 

1 

12 

August 

1 

1 

24 

September 

3 

36 

3 

36 

32 

i 

180 

24 

300 

Ages. 

1 @ 7 2 @ 8 3 @ 9 11  @ 10 

10  @ 11 9 @ 12 17  @ 13 20  @ 14 

20  @ 15 18  @ 16 15  @ 17 11  @ 18 

9 @ 19 6 @ 20 3 @ 21 3 @ 22—158 


Showing  in  what  manner  the  offenders  were  employed : — 

No.  Average. 


Carpenter  shop 8 8 

Shoe  shop 15  12 

Tailor  shop 23  22 

Cooper  shop 9 7 

Blacksmith  shop 4 4 

Farm,  stables  and  teaming 11  10 

Gardening 3 6 

Cook-house  and  bakery 5 5 

Dining  hall  and  wash-house 8 8 

Cleaning  wing  A and  B 10  10 

Drilling  stone,  chopping  wood,  &c 5 9 

New  buildings 5 5 

Sawing  wood  and  general  work 51  48 

AVarden’s  dwelling  1 1 


158  155 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

I stated  in  my  report  last  year  that  I consider  this  Institution  is  fulfilling  the  end  for 
which  it  was  established,  many  proofs  of  which  have  come  under  my  own  knowledge.  Though 
the  boys  on  leaving  pass  out  of  my  sight,  I by  no  means  forget  them ; their  prosperity  is  to 
me  a great  s(mrce  of  gratification,  and  I can  assure  the  Government  that  almost  in  every 
town  in  the  Province,  and  in  some  even  in  the  United  States,  can  be  found  good  and  faithful 
mechanics  who  learned  their  trade  in  this  Institution,  while  others  are  earning  an  honest 
livelihood  by  farming.  I have  also  stated,  in  one  of  my  former  reports,  that  I consider  at 
least  80  per  cent,  of  the  boys  who  have  left  this  Institution  are  leading  honest,  industrious 
lives.  With  the  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  my  assertions  could  be  borne  out  by  facts,  I 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Warden  of  the  Kingston  Penitentiary : — 
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Provincial  Reformatory, 

Penetanguishene,  12th  Oct.,  1872. 

Sir, — Within  the  last  four  years,  185  boys  have  been  discharged  from  this  Institution, 
whose  names  I herewith  transmit,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  how 
many  of  that  number  have  found  their  way  to  the  Penitentiary.  The  time  for  making  my 
annual  report,  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  is  now  at 
hand,  and  I am  most  anxious  to  give  all  information  as  to  the  number  of  youths  who  have 
relapsed  into  their  old  vicious  habits  since  they  left  this  Institution. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  Wm.  Moore  Kelly, 

To  John  Creighton,  Esq.,  Warden. 

Warden^ 

Kingston  Penitentianj. 

To  which  I received  the  following  reply  : — 

Kingston  Penitentiary,  \Uh  October,  1^12. 

Dear  Sir, — I received  the  enclosed  list  this  morning,  and  also  a letter  accompany- 
ing it. 

The  letter  requested  information  as  to  how  many  of  the  list  have  found  their  way  into 
the  Penitentiary  since  their  discharge  from  the  Reformatory.  I find  only  four,  which  is  a 
very  small  proportion.  The  four  are  No.  8,  No.  32,  No.  59  and  No.  84. 

Truly  yours, 

(Signed ) John  Creighton, 

To  Wm.  M.  Kelly,  Esq.,  PFardm. 

PFarden, 

Provincial  Reformatory. 

This  communication  is  most  satisfactory,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  only  three  within 
the  last  four  years  have  been  re-committed  to  this  Institution.  To  the  moral  and  religious 
instructions  which  they  had  received  from  their  respective  chaplains,  and  from  the  daily 
habits  of  industry  and  discipline  in  which  they  had  been  trained  during  their  confinement, 
may,  no  doubt,  account  for  the  few  who  have  relapsed  into  their  evil  courses.  Of  the  185 
discharged,  178  must  be  leading  honest  lives,  otherwise  they  would  have  been  re-committed 
to  either  the  Penitentiary  or  Reformatory. 

It  must,  at  all  events,  be  apparent  that  if  the  training  in  this  Institution  has  not  tho- 
roughly reformed  the  178  above  alluded  to,  it  has  so  far  improved  them  that,  though  not  per- 
fect, they  become  orderly  and  peaceable  citizens,  and  as  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  country 
as  the  generality  of  the  people  around  them.  The  original  Board  of  Directors,  in  their  pre- 
liminary report  of  1860,  speak  so  rationally  on  this  point,  when  referring  to  this  Institution, 
that  I cannot  forbear  giving  the  following  short  extract ; — “It  must  be  expected  that  many 
“ of  these  youths,  of  those  even  who  make  the  fairest  promises,  will  relapse  into  crime.  The 
“ experience  of  all  countries  proves  only  too  clearly  this  sad  truth.  But  many  will  be  saved, 
“ and  the  others  (whatever  their  future  course)  can  hardly  fail,  sooner  or  later,  to  profit  by 
“ the  excellent  precepts  and  the  good  examples  which  a generous  country  has  presented  to 
“ them  for  their  guidance  and  imitation.  Besides,  we  must  try  to  do  good  for  the  sake  of  the 
“ good,  or  rather  for  the  sake  of  the  Author  of  all  good,  and  assuredly  it  is  an  enviable  and  a 
“ noble  task  to  attempt  even  to  snatch  from  vice  and  ruin  these  poor  children — orphans  for 
“ the  most  part — whose  greatest  crime  is,  notunfrequently,  that  of  an  unfortunate  parentage.” 

I have  no  object  to  subserve  by  embellishing  *a  report,  or  magnifying  the  benefits  this 
Institution  has  conferred.  I give  plain  facts,  so  that  every  reader  may  judge  how  far  it  has 
fulfilled  the  end  for  which  it  was  established. 

The  economy  of  the  working  of  this  Reformatory  will  also,  I think,  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  any  similareinstitution  on  this  Continent.  I had  occasion,  in  June  last,  to 
address  a letter  to  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Council,  from  which  I make  the 
following  extract : — 

“ May  I be  permitted  to  bring  under  your  notice  an  article  that  appeared  in  The  Globe  of  the 
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14th,  inst.,  which,  with  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago 
Reform  School  I herewith  transmit. 

“ From  this  Report  it  will  appear  that  this  Institution  will  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  respect  to  the  economy  of  its  working  with  any  of  the  Reformatories  in  the  United 
States.” 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School^ 


1871. 


State. 

California... 

Connecticut 

Illinois  

Indiana  

Kentucky... 

Maine  

Maryland ... 


Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Missouri . 


New  Hampshire. 
New  Jersey 


New  York. 


Ohio 


Pennsylvania  . 

Rhode  Island. 
Wisconsin 


Title. 

Cost  per 

Gapiia. 

Industrial  School  

$138 

00 

State  Reform  School  

179 

00 

Chicago  Reform  School 

114 

00 

House  of  Refuge.  

130 

00 

Ditto.  

129 

00 

State  Reform  School 

117 

0© 

House  of  Refuge 

129 

00 

State  Reform  School 

159 

00 

Nautical  Reform  School 

170 

00 

State  Industrial  School  for  Girls,... 

156 

00 

State  Reform  School 

132 

00 

House  of  Refuge. 

215 

00 

State  Reform  School 

155 

00 

Ditto.  

228 

00 

Catholic  Protectory 

113 

00 

House  of  Refuge 

118 

00 

Juvenile  Asylum 

131 

00 

Western  House  of  Refuge 

.....  114 

00 

House  of  Refuge 

......  183 

00 

State  Reform  School 

157 

00 

House  of  Refuge  (white) 

118 

00 

Ditto  (coloured) 

151 

00 

Western  House  of  Refuge 

231 

00 

Providence  Reform  School 

180 

00 

State  Reform  School 

157 

00 

Averages  and  Percentages $141  00 

Provincial  Reformatory,  Penetanguishene 112  00 

Average  of  Boys,  160. 

To  Grant  from  Provincial  Government $21,710  00 

Less  Revenue $1,770  00 

“ Ordinary  Repairs ...  990  99 

“ 160,000  Bricks,  at  6 per  M 960  00  3,720  99 


$17,989  01 

Or  equal  to  $112  per  boy,  per  annum. 

On  the  8th  of  July  two  boys  effected  their  escape,  one  an  Indian  who  had  served  three 
years  and  ten  months  in  the  Reformatory,  and  whose  term  of  confinement  would  expire  ia 
two  months  and  four  days.  The  Steward,  as  was  customary,  gave  this  boy  a pass  to  go  to 
the  slaughter  house,  and  he  added  the  name  of  his  accomplice.  After  this  breach  of  con- 
fidence, I countermanded  the  order  for  passes.  Three  others  made  the  attempt  on  1st 
September,  but  were  captured. 

With  the  above  exceptions,  the  general  conduct  of  the  boys  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
The  facility  to  escape  is  so  great,  that  it  is  a great  temptation  to  the  boys  to  attempt  it. 
Notwithstanding  ail  the  vigilance  that  can  be  adopted,  they  sometimes  burrow  under  the 
fence  or  take  out  a plank,  and  in  two  minutes  find  refuge  in  the  woods.  Presuming 
that  it  is  now  finally  determined  that  the  Reformatory  should  be  permanently  established 
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here,  I would  again  most  respectfully  suggest  the  necessity  of  a high  stone  wall  in  place  of 
our  present  board  fence.  No  doubt  a railroad  will  soon  come  into  close  contiguity  to  the 
Reformatory,  making  it  the  more  necessary  to  have  the  enclosure  about  the  building  made 
perfectly  secure. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Moore  Kelly, 

Warden. 


CHAPLAINS’  REPORTS. 

Reformatory,  Penetanyuishene,  October  16,  1872. 

To  Her  Majesti/s  InspeGtor  of  Prisons  for  the  Province  of  Ontario  : 

Sir, — In  my  last  Report  which  I had  the  honour  of  sending  in,  I mentioned  the 
necessity  of  my  having  an  assistant  in  the  school,  as  there  are  far  too  many  boys  for  one 
teacher  to  attend  to.  I know  I need  not  say  more  on  this  subject,  as  you  must  yourself 
have  observed  the  great  disadvantages  under  which  I labour  in  that  respect. 

In  my  former  Reports  I have  frequently  dwelt  on  the  sad  consequences  of  very  young 
boys  being  sent  here  for  short  periods.  In  such  cases  even  the  longest  period  (which  I 
believe  is  five  years)  is  much  too  short.  Boys  are  sometimes  sent  here  of  the  ages  of  eight 
and  nine  years  for  a term  perhaps  of  three,  four,  or  five  years,  so  that  these  poor  boys 
at  the  inexperienced  ages  of  twelve,  thirteen,  or  fourteen,  are  turned  loose  on  society,  exposed 
to  all  their  former  temptations,  and  with  no  strength  of  character  or  experience  of  the  world 
or  settled  religious  habits  to  enable  them  to  resist  them ; and  if  unfortunately,  as  is  sometimes 
the  case,  their  parents  are  persons  of  bad  character  or  intemperate  habits,  they  speedily 
return  to  their  old  companions  in  sin,  and  sooner  or  later  become  the  inmates  of  the  Reform- 
atory or  the  Gaol.  By  my  experience  in  this  Institution,  I am  convinced  that  no  boy  should 
leave  it  till  of  the  full  age  of  sixteen  years  at  least,  as  by  that  time  we  may  expect  that  he 
will  have  gained  some  steadiness  of  character,  so  that  when  he  returns  home  he  may  not  be 
so  easily  led  astray  by  wicked  companions ; indeed  by  that  time  we  may  hope  that  most  of 
his  former  associates  will  either  be  settled  in  some  employment,  or  what  is  better,  will  have 
left  the  place  in  search  of  employment  elsewhere. 

I have  been  led  into  this  train  of  thought  by  the  return  of  a little  boy  (now  only  eleven) 
who  left  the  Reformatory  a short  time  since  after  an  imprisonment  of  three  years.  He  was  a 
steady,  well-behaved  boy  as  far  as  he  came  under  my  observation,  and  I believe  also  at  other 
times;  and  I feel  convinced  that  had  he  continued  here  under  the  system  of  daily  regular 
employment  and  instruction  till  old  enough  to  feel  that  he  had  strength  sufficient  by  the 
honest  labour  of  his  hands  to  support  himself  in  comfort  and  respectability,  he  would  not  so 
readily  have  returned  to  those  habits  and  to  those  companions  which  formerly  led  him  astray. 
But  you  cannot  expect  such  considerations  as  these  to  have  much  weight  with  children  of 
eleven  or  twelve  ; and  hence  the  advantage  of  keeping  them  in  the  Reformatory  till  a riper 
age  gives  them  greater  powers  of  judgment  and  reflection. 

If  it  is  discouraging  to  have  a boy  returned  upon  our  hands  (a  very  rare  occurrence) , 
it  is  cheering  to  know  that  many  who  have  left  this  Institution  are  doing  well  in  the  world 
as  respectable  members  of  society,  and  more  cheering  still  to  shake  them  by  the  hand  and 
hear  from  their  own  mouths  that  they  have  constant  employment  at  good  wages.  I had  two 
calling  on  me  the  other  day,  (one  of  them  left  the  Reformatory  more  than  two  years  since,  the 
other  lately),  both  of  them  earning  an  honest  livelihood,  and  cheerful  and  contented. 

As  something  has  been  said  about  providing  a new  employment  for  some  of  the  boys,  I 
venture  to  make  a suggestion  on  the  subject.  When  I was  in  England  I visited  a Reform- 
atory and  found  some  of  the  boys  engaged  in  basket-making,  and  it  struck  me  that  it  would 
be  a very  good  employment  for  some  of  the  boys  here ; no  machinery  is  necessary,  the  few 
tools  required  are  inexpensive,  and  the  osiers  proper  for  the  work  could  be  grown  on  the 
farm,  as  there  is  some  moist  ground,  fit  for  nothing  else,  well  suited  for  their  growth.  Every- 
body wants  baskets,  and  I think  there  would  be  a good  demand  for  them — for  potato-getting, 
fruit  gathering,  and  for  many  operations  connected  with  the  house  and  the  farm  good  strong 
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useful  baskets  are  much  wanted.  No  doubt  many  of  the  boys  who  showed  a taste  for  the 
work  would  soon  be  able  to  turn  out  articles  not  only  useful  but  ornamental,  so  as  to  suit  all 
customers. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Hallen, 

Protestant  Chaplam. 

Penetanguisuine,  26th  October,  1872. 

Sir, — There  are  at  present  sixty  boys  under  my  care. 

The  conduct  of  these  during  the  past  year  has  been  generally  good,  and  their  improve- 
ment, both  spiritual  and  temporal,  has  been  undoubtedly  progressive,  being  under  regular 
superintendence. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Toronto  visited  the  Reformatory  on  the  26th  of  July, 
and  on  tliat  occasion,  after  having  examined  every  boy  under  ray  charge,  he  was  pleased 
to  express  himself  satisfied  with  their  general  conduct,  and  with  the  fact  that  the  Juvenile 
Reformatoiy  was  constantly  atfiiining  the  end  for  which  it  was  instituted. 

I am  glad  to  know  that  my  former  suggestions  concerning  a more  lengthened  impri- 
sonment of  young  boys  have  been  taken  into  consideration,  so  that  they  may  have  time  to 
form  good  habits  and  acquire  strength  of  chary cter. 

I have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  all  the  youths  discharged  during  the  past  year 
are  conducting  themselves  honestly,  and  I have  certain  knowledge  of  several  of  them  doing 
remarkably  well. 

Endeavouring  to  persevere  and  improve,  f hope  that  Almighty  God  may  continue  to 
bless  the  efforts  put  forth  for  the  salvation  of  the  youths  [)laced  under  my  guidance. 

T have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Kennedy, 

To  the  Inspector  of  Prisons,  Jtc.  Catholic  CfMpktin. 


SURGEON’S  REPORT. 

Provincial  Reformatory,  Penetanguishine,  Oct.  26th,  1872. 

Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  just  expired,  or  rather  for 
a portion  of  last  year. 

Having  been  in  attendance  about  three  months,  I can  only  speak  for  that  time,  save 
a passing  notice  of  the  general  health  obtained  while  making  occasional  consultation  visits 
with  my  predecessor,  the  late  Hr.  Gilmor. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  number  that  are  together,  the  health  of  the  boys  has 
been  good,  which  may  be  attributed  in  a*great  measure  to  the  favourable  situation  of  the  new 
building,  and  the  habits  and  cleanliness  which  the  officers  of  the  Institution  are  careful  to 
inculcate. 

Conspicuous  among  the  causes  of  disease  is  the  taint  of  scrofula,  with  which  a large 
number  are  affected,  and  which  has  been  inherited  or  acquired  by  their  former  mode  of 
living. 

We  have  had  a few  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  occasionally  a case  of  fever, 
but  no  contagious  disease  has  made  its  appea,rance  during  the  year. 

A few  accidents  have  occurred,  but  with  the  exception  of  a fracture  of  the  leg,  none 
were  of  a serious  nature. 

Several  operations  wmre  performed  to  reduce  deformities  existing  prior  to  their  enter- 
ing the  Reformatory,  and  which  I am  happy  to  say  proved  successful. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Howard  Spohn,  M.  D., 

To  J.  W.  Langmuir,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 

Inspector  of  Prisons  for  Ontario. 


V 


